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I* I N tbe Charaftet of Hiber- 

I Nicus I coujci fcarcc avoid 
J I defiring the Patronage of 

I I a tGendeman^ iv)io, at a 

moft critical Jundurc, gave 
fiiich to thofe brave and vigorous 
CounfelS} which honoured Ireland not 
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a Hou(e of Commons in Ireland^ who 
publickly fee a Reward on the Head 
of a Popifh Pretender, at a Time 
when it was become . almofl criminal 
to oppofe his intereft. TTiis I am 
fure, that there cannot be found a 
' fipgje Man in the Na.tipn, befide^^ 
y^u^felf, who- tvill ekhear wondei^ Or 
difapprove oFm'y Choice. -*> -^ 

SOME there were, no doubt, 
who did not run in with your No- 
tions of publick Affairs j yet fu^h ^as 
begi tlje fweetnefs of vpur Behavioiii^ 
as to difarm them of'tn^ R^e of Opi 
ppfition, and force them; to applaud 
die Uprightnefs of ypiir intentions, 
at the lamc.jcime th?it .thev* *€Xpreitea 
their Diflifce of yoiir -Principles. . A 
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jiift Reward df dsat Candoif zoAUp*- 
ndfty* dF Soul, ibf^jvrhitji 4^ 'j<kat 
W<^sUn4 A(^ioA94rfr ^ dr^atkabljr 
diftinguifli€cl.-i^^Wc*6 ' Adieiis y^t lir 
vidg,' ^^at ^ celfebjaUd RmAn mig^ 
learn ^feim yaii b0tl*hoWito«Kercifo 
hi^'tftcieiifivc Humanicy, and gain the 
Go^v^ '<^ tiis Enemkssj ':i]itMfm 
eiMt fteig^aii- idle S^eaatar^of th» 
publfckHDitordeifSjT or meanly com-r 
plying 'wiih ^^theo Invadets of • hfe'^ 

Qti^^Yf^ . -fOi zrA hi. •// ^rfi r" A- 

iW^Ei^I^nfidcr. 'the tibttknefi^ 
(tf^iyGur /Tetttpetsiiaad -Madfl)^ -.k 
c§llnotnffo4*»apvwoildeT:ing,^at. m«:-: 
\wftiffllai«faig'iaU tfie^)o3301ficcs)f<»fc 
ife dS^4'^^dtnAg,c^yc^-^oulil ycd 
b«? *BHtyX^JWff*fc^''^f iScflHerity aad 
HafflftSOfs/ih ptlBiMij^Mdtin^aBs^nR^iirai 
y^Hi-obligc, Md3i\,th6Dpaftiifal cMdrfe^ 
cai»nX)n^arniig3rtiiSto Atknowlfidgd: 
Kifliftsgdi^.'io ItlcS»iOft;rius hoi^iiofc^ 
that I am reftrained J&^ysrfiteririgr 

any 
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any fimkef moj pmtiChm^^ti m- 
teckmmk ^ Hhfi^^d nuoy . Ih^q^! 
di a jodbkr tftii l>ffMiwkn£ . ..Pi%0» 

;^y cf your ,Fri6>d«^cJ^c, O^tt n^, 

Vdi thss^^OfflC ofrBttfilMfs ^d^j^Wi 

undeii >ytni* To :li« iHenc jqui ^(fi, 
Tlnogs,, ; m r «fi« Task? which ' ft?ftr ^ 
iAaddSif mpoios- otti^itiQ j. .« ^^^ 
which the World has reafon to^ -e^^f 
plain of as well as myfelf) iince it 
is^^ xherehy .depnyjed tifi ooe ^.l^c 
ftro^efr .. Ittcitcoienci. to . : VimM$^ the 
Pemial. of a moft wos^ land ieic«) 
ceiknc Pittom, ftj i«iere> iii» :^ 
happinefs iinobed, if the. E^fe^ -oS 
&ac Goodns^ and Hqaiaiisty, yiQia (ol 
induftrioofly endieafiCMit to c09ceal^ 
coidd t)e oottfiaed . iwithki -as-^fMTow 
Limits as die OSitDS$fii m . ^f it> or iC 
24jBiikkid were cap3>lfi of jfindifig ^wd^i 
ti^ic rficy fee. ;^ 
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Pleafur^, Qcver to mention h^iwwcli 
I have becQ obliged to you, from 
fhe mere Mouvcs o^ysiufkown Good- 
will gnd Gcncrofity, 'were it not fo 
jnuch to ijii^v^^ag^'^o have it 
known. It is an Honour to have 
rcccivcc) Ji^lb^f^6cte^.a Pcrfon fo 
juftij and univerlally efleemed. The 
Trifles ct^#'^-piite^^you are all the 
Acknowledgment I am able to make 
you 5 which, (lender as it is, you 

'?^'3. W8 if^'. •'f,^'** « «^ 

your own Approbation ot them which 
contributed to give the Publick its 
firft favorable Impre/fions of them. 
If any thing could heighten the 
Partiality Qf% Writer to his own 
ProdudionSy. tfsjnuft be fome fuch 
Confideratioh."^ For toy own part, 
if thefe Idofe ^ibompoutions fhould 
happen to furvive i^ common Fate 
which attends fuch temporary Per- 
formances,.thk.higheft Pleafure it can 

g»vc 
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vui jymncA'Kiom 

give mc will rcfult from my being 
cbnfi<kfe<i by dbic Bublick ^ iij the 
Uk^BHsny'. : .:. :n 01 it)'- ■ ulr, i 
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HibernicusV Letters. 



N^ yy, Saturday, April i5, lyadi 



To H1BERNICU& 

Nefijorufuas fffetitum venerit alim 
Grex avium plumas^ maveat cornicula rifurH 
Furtivis nudata cctoribus. ■ ■■ ■ H Ji# 

SIR, 

S I look upon your Paper to be 
written with a View of corredJ:- 
% ing the Vices of Mankind, and 
reforming their Manners ; I hope 
yoa will not think it imperti* 
nent in me^ tho an illiterate 
Man, to addrefsyou inbehalf of myfelf, and 
the generality of Traders within this City, 
who (iiSer very much by a Maxim fup- 
ported no where {o much as here, ' That it is 
' beneath a Man of Quality to pay his Debts 
* asfoonas he receives Money ^ and to an- 
Vol.il B ^ fwer 
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t HiBERNicus'5 Letters. 

• fwer lubmiffively the Call of every inferior 
^ fcoundrcl Duo, as they arc plcaled to ex- 

* prefe it? 

. I AM, indeed, one of a low Rank, and 
therefore think it no way derogating from 
my Quality ro attend the Service of the 
Church on Sundays and Holidays^ and to 
read every Eyening a Chapter in the. ^il^e, 
itcirh which:! n^ight pick: qut a great number 
of Paflages, to arraign that falhionable Prac- 
tice of nt^Iedling to pay juft Debts-: But the 
Perfons whom I mention being generally pro- 
fcffed Enemies m^ or utterly ignorant of the 
Contents of thofe facred Oracles ; I fliould 
think it to as little purpofe to argue from thence 
againft them, as to dilpute with them, out of 
the Ad:s of fome Popifh Council, the very 
Name of which they abhor, or the Laws of 
the Empire of Qhina^ which they are unac* 
quainted with. Therefore, all that I propofc 
by this Paper (ifyouwillvoqchfafe it a Place 
in yours) is to reprefent to them, how con- 
trary their Behaviour is to Honour, to com* 
men Juftice and Charity, and to the Welfare 
of that Nation, wherein they endeavour to 
make a Figure, and in which fbmq of them 
liave even the aflurance to fet up for mighty 
Tatrtots ! Firji then, I beg leave to obferve, 
tho the Remark is of antient date. That a great 
part of Mankind err very much in their No- 
tions of HONOUR; as you may be con- 
vinced from the Charader and Behaviour Of 
Lord Modi/h: H\s Lordfliip has (b much 

Mettle, 
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Mettle, that hq W9ifW cut any Maa's throaty 
Who ihould but preiume tq Ipo^ him in the 
face, wit:h a .Cpck of Defiance in his Hat; 
and would m^ke the Sun Ihine x\\tq\ any one's 
Body, who, durft deny hina the Title of Right 
Honourable : He is fo generous, that helel^ 



at the publick JEfcchange. ; 

S (juiR^p Pp fling is next to him in that vi- 
tious F.olljr*, in proportion to his Quality and 
Fortune? ! He dreites elegantly, attacks a 

MasK 4^^^ ''^^ t!?y !^ .^ good deal of Wit, 
inoYQS !p. Minuet with great Applaufe at tho 
I y n ' "■' "B 1 ^ Cajile, 
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4 HiBERNicus's Letters. 

Cafilf, and has had two or three Rencoonters 
in which he beha^i^d liJke a Man of Spirit : 
From this he infers that he paffes for an ac- 
xomj^liflyed Gentleman, and a Pcrfbn of un^ 
tainted Honour. Bnt whenever he walks 
irtiro* Cajile-Jireet, the Shoemaker comes out 
^his ^op to gaze after him, and curfeshiis 
Feet for being fo well fitted with Shoes which 
are not patd* for : When he goes along 
W^ame^s-fireet^ the Woollen-Draper fliakes 
frfs Head, and tells all who are in his Shop, 
that the Squire oaght at leaft to have made 
Irfm a Bow, confidering how ^ruce he is at 
liis Expence : And by the time he comes to 
College-Green^ the /r/jw^it^r points at hin^ 
and alfares his Hair-Ajerchant that the Beau 
who ftnits by his Window, is the Perfon who 
iiitaders him from clearing his Accoqnts. So 
that after all his Dreams of Reputation and 
Honour, he is looked upon as a publick Nu- 
fanee, not to lay a publick Robber; and the 
poor Journeyman or Labourer who pun^Shial- 
ly pays the Ale-wife every Saturday Evening, 
when his little Salary comes into bis hands, is 
cfteemed the better Cuftomer, and the more 
honourable Pcrfbn of the two. 

As great as my Relentment is againfl (iicfa 
faiie P;'etenders to Honour, I would not be fo 
ievere as to give my Voice for introducing 
among us an old Roman Law, which I once 
heard my Son read in one of his School 
books ; which put it in the power of Credi« 
torSi after a certain prefixed fiune^ to fell their 

Debtor 
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Debtor as a Slave, or to cot h\t» in pieces^ 
aod take each aquaaticy of his Fleih propor^ 
tion^e to the Debt : Bat I mvtSt own, t 
cannot fogrbear wiihiog oftc% that all who 
have the misfotumc of dealing with one of 
that Species, coulc] agree unaniniouDy to (irip 
the Jackdaw of his borrowed Plumes^ What 
a diverting Scene would it aflbrd to fee the 
HaberdaJherkvLthis fierce Beaver ; the fFig- 
maker running away with his prim ^eue^ or 
hii Martial Eugene i the Woollen-draper^ 
Lace-man and Taylor flripping him to his 
Shift 1^ tbe Mitliner half RraogRdg Km for 
bis StetHktrky Breafi^hathem, jSd Engd^ 
geante^% tfa«i^(9^^<^/y^;^r(^rimnghi«bktf 
a PrSfoner of State % and the WJier »ad CriJ^ 
fm polHng Ihs Pedeftals witb as nttwli vehe* 
iiieiK:e as the German tk^lef who tttbooted 
Dodor Pauftus \ 

^ I s 11^ this agreeabfe A tt^tidk that I wotiM 
dfai¥ one of thofe G^ntfleftieit, if F had any 
Skill ifl PSiintitig; add diflribot^ Copies Of i« 
CO befet tip in evety Shop, efpeci^ in thofe 
^ ff^tgmakers taA Hatters^ vfhtK it tniglK 
fyft the fixpcftids of a Looking-Qla&. mt 
as I have no Talent that w^, and nev^ was v. 
in Holland to learn the humorous Art of re* 
prefentingGrotefque Figures, I leave it to your 
finer Vca to finifh a Piece of which my coarfe 
Quill has only given youtjie Out-lines : And 
if you do me the Honour rb publifh thi$, I 
ftall at another Opportunity nandle the two 
other Articles in a more ferious manner* by 

B 3 fliewingi 
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6 HiBERNicus-s Letters. 

ihewing, as a Trader of fomc Experience, 
Jiow much the Behayiour of fuch Perfons 
is contrary to' common Jufticd and Chari- 
ty, and to the Welfare of that Nation, of 
whicli th^y pretend to be important Meni- 
pcts, ' .* . " ' 

J am, SIR, 

Tour mojihnmble Servant 9 

O. O, 

5P. S. As I was goipg to leal up this 
Letter, my Friend Mr. Searwell the Sur- 
geoq came full of the Spleen, (o tell fne that 
young Squire Flanen ref^fe? to pay him fojr 
a certain private piece of Service, gnd bids 
jjim. defiance ; tilling poor Searwell in plain 
terms, that he is a Confejfor by Trade, ' and 
H^ould iqfe ail hi$ Pradice if he fliould be (b 
audacious as to complain ^loud of a Patient 
pf ^alityj who is pot in the hnnKHir tq 
ppen his Piirfe* Bpt to (hew him how littl? 
piy Friend fears his Threats, he b^s I would 
^f fire of you, that this Story inay be infertec^ 
. ^ thp End of your Papcy. 



mw^, 
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N° %6. Saturdt^, jifril i^y 1725. 

To the A u T i^ o R of the 'Dublin Journal, 

Fervet avariti-i, mifeiojue cu^idiue feSius ? Ho R-. 

Sin. 

;F all the Infirmities the hamaa 
Mind is fubje^ to, there is pone 
which has been o|tner, and more 
powerfully declaimed againft than 
Avarice^ nor which the generality 
of Men are more albamed of having laid tp 
their charge. It i% an old Obiervatipn, that 
People are apter to relent a Refle<^ion oa 
their Houefiyy than x^^itxj Senfe ; and therefore 
becaufe it argues a little and narrow Mind, 
and very fmall knowledge of the real Worth 
of things, to let oar hearts too much oa 
the fecondary Goods of Life, every body is 
very ihy of letting any Blemifh of that lore 
appear in their Charadcr. 

Ambitious Men love Power, andvaia 
Men the Trappings and Ornaments of it. 
Wife Men in their Purfuits after Greatnefs and 
Authority, induftrioufly decline all oflenta* 
tious Appearances of it; and fatisfy them* 
felves with the Jteal Advantages it brings 

P 4 them 
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them in poiot of Interefl; either to chemfelvcs, 
. or rheir Frieofb. But when Meo caonoc 
conceal the Plealare they find in the Pomp 
aod Spkodor attendiog the Dignities they 
poflefs, it ;feI(Jom» if ever, fails xo draw cui 
them i^ch a Load of Envy ^s. ctuihcs all 
fheir Projeds, and themfelves, in the Ruins 
of them^ Py an Error of this fort did Tomr 
fey l^y himlelf open apd pngqarded againft 
the Attacks of his Enemies ; while his mor^ 
crafty Competitor Qafar^ by a clofe and filenc 
Application to BufineiSi was daily firength-? 
»ii^ hi^ Intercft both in the Army and the 
Senate, tiU he had fecurf d a Power fnflicient 
to overthrew the other, and n^de the \vho^ 
Authority of the Comntonwealth center iq 
Irimfelft He cook! pot bqwcver always pre^ 
ierre the fame Moderation, bnt lE^terwaids 
iell into the Difieniper which gare bini tiM; 
advantage ever his Rival, and penihed in ix^ 
His politick I^ephew, aoKi SocceiTor, Augup- 
fps^ faw toe frlearly into the Etror of them 
both, to give in to it; aadi by a modeft. bv|t 
artful Negletd); of Qranikire, cenfirmed tbe 
jfupreme Power in his own Perfen^ apd not 
pnly enjoyed it witHdut dif^baace daitng 
his own Life, but tranfmicted |t entiie ^odj 
'{mdt^nted to hjs Succeifbrs^ 
* I N the fame manner vs^ of thofe PerfoQs 
V*o are jnfeiSed with Cwetoufi^ep, encfeayoi^r 
^\ they can te coaceal it f^^m the Ofafcr- 
Tatiop of the World about them* The ckMify 
y^Vf pf 49i^g thi^ % Wi^e^i tb^ covnous 
• ^ ^ PcrfpB 
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l^crioA is perpetually complaioii^ of ^Btuver^ 
ty^ and makio^ bis nifi^ardly Dilpoficioa 
pais fi^ a neceilary Frugdity. But this tiick 
IS giown too dale to pais upon the World 
aow^a-days; aod therefore theMen of beitec 
$en(evC4rry on the matter with oiore decency, 
and by a bandfinn Appeiurance in their way 
of living ftriv^ to nuke themlelves looked 
ppoQ as Perfbns of Generofity and Benefi- 
cence^ when at the fiune time their Deiures 
luAOW no bounds^ and the acquiring an ioi* 
menfe Fortune is the grand Dei^ ta which 
they facrifice all other Conrideracion& 

People of this Scamp, however, are (iirt 
fome time or other to be d^covered, notwith* 
ilanding.all their Arcs to th^ conts^ary^ Tbo 
Vm-iUus^ by the Splendor and Decency of 
bis Efuip^e, and the l^xadneis of Paymencs^ 
M^oe^fs here in Town to be ar Peribn of nice 
JmuQUTt and tencommon Liberality^ yet his 
poor T^n4i)ts in ibe Country have dnilc to 
gi^ him ^ very dtC^e^'Cbar^i/^r, and find 
£heq£^lves abundantly w(»^ uied Am: paying 
bto^htsRieBtSi thanif they wore his Zii^^, 
And on the pcher band, t\^ LncuUus is a 
iuod Mafter, no bad I^uandlord, and upoa oor 
caConi e?€ft bouotifiil ca his Friends ; yet how 
can LucmUus be leckoned g^nerou^ who 
fefieta bifiifclf to lire perpetually indebted 
in vaft Slims ^ Mdtimma of honeft in- 
duftiMusTradefiaca?^ The Qoodae& of fiich 
Men is likethac of the Sea^ which is gpntk 
#||d 6if<M|rabk toi MM C^^ 

pverflow 
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10 HiBERNicus'5 Letters.' 

overflow (brrie other diftant Shore with the 
greater Violence and Inundation. 

There is one thing I have obferv'd of 
fcveral People pretending to much Generofity , 
and Contempt of immoderate Riches^ That 
a bafe and avaritious Temper is at the bottom 
of it. They cannot be perluaded, that any 
thing they want is ever to be bought to5ft 
cheaply, or that it is any hardfhip upon Tra- 
ders to beat down the Price of their Commo- 
dities, even below what they can pofliWy 
aflbrd them for, fb as to derive a Subfiftence 
from their Bufmefs. This is a Fault peculiar 
to the better Ibrt of People, who are not 
concerned in Trade themlelves, any farther 
than for their own Confumption. Men of 
BuHnefs have little or nothing of it among 
them. *rhey know thatMcfi muft have their 
Profit from whatever Commodities they deal 
in, and therefore are generally at a word in 
their Bargains ; and if they find they cannot 
carry their Point at one place of Sale, with- 
draw quietly, and try what they can do 
elfewhere. Whereas among the faihionable 
and genteel part of the World; as they affe^a 
to be called, nothing is more ufual than for 
them to (land a long while haggling with a 
Shop-keeper about a matter perfedly infigni- 
ficant and trifling. I have often known 
more needlefs Breath (pent \tt a difference of 
a few Shillings in the Price of a Suit of 
Clothes, or fome fuch matter, than would be 
iiifficient, among Merchants/ to cpocdude a 

Barg^ia 
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Bargain of fo many hundred Pounds Value.' 
And if one were to hear all the Lyes ancj 
Nonftnfe iteter'd on fiich occafipns^ and tcr 
form a Judgment of Mankind from them, it 
could not avoid giving him a very low and 
contemptible Opinion of the Species. 

Want of Skill in the Goodneft or Know- 
ledge of the Prices of Commodities, is whac 
I am inclined to believe frequently induces 
the Buyers to be thus narrow and querulous 
in their Dealings, But the Senfe hereof ought 
in common prudence to have a quite different 
effect ; fince by difcovering this their Igno* 
ranee, they only cxpofe themlelves as fit to 
be imposM upon, ana by obftinate perfifting in 
their Error, provoke a Man to do fb, who 
perhaps Qtherwife would not have been in* 
dined to it. Thcfc however are not com- 
monly the worft fort of Criminals in this 
way. There are others who make no con* 
fcience of grinding the Faces of their honed 
Neighbours, offering a great deal lefe for a 
Commodity than they know it to be worth, 
and Ibmetimes forcing the Seller for fear of 
difbbliging fuch as have Influence on other 
Cuftomers, to part with their Goods at an 
nnder-rate, and very often to his conftderable 
damage. When this is done, there is an 
immediate Triumph railed among all their 
Acquaintance, what a wonderful good Baigain 
they have made ; and the next Pcrfon they 
have occafion to deal with is infulted upon it, 
if he refufes to quit to them thofe noneft 
^^ ^ " Oains 
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Cakis be jptopofed to himlelf by hts Bofinds^; 
and which are abiblutely neceiTary for the 
Soppost of bis Family. i 

Did this Pradtce only afTed the fich» of 
the extorting part of the tradic^ World it 
might admit of fome kind of bccufe. But 
im^ed the Poor, and the Induftrious are 
gieneratty the People who fiiflef by it. The 
wealthy Trader will not part with his Wares 
but to advantagie, became, he can afibid td 
keep them till he finds a Market for his pur^ 
Dctfe, And for the iame realbn the thriving 
Mecham'ck wiU not work without what he 
thinks to be fufficient Wages* Whereas the 
Shopkeeper who has baa a fmalL Stock, be^ 
ing ob4iged to aniwer the Demands of hi^ 
Cieditofs, is forced often to fell at an under* 
value, to raife Money for fiich occafions, and 
by tfaAt means is always kept low and necefl* 
mousr In the fame manner a Mechantck who 
IS bur )uft come, into the World, and happens 
moB Cufiomers of this ftingy and pitiHd 
xemper, mud either continue without £m^ 
ploymenti or fubmit to mantfefl Crueltr and. 
Oppreffion» And the Coi^ecyieDce of Mk ihi$ 
is the Encouragement of a pack of idle 
(Ininkea Rogpes, enough of whom- are to be 
found among aU Trades^ wbo^ either havii^ 
»a Families^ or eMe taking no manner of C9fC 
of themy will undertake a Job at any rate, 
to get a riotous Ni^i or two in the Week. 
Tm& &n the&ke of £iviii^ a^ very fisall paat 
in the Article of Expeneesi we hazard the 
i^uia of the honeftefl and worthiefl part of 
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the People, and prefer to them fiich as are 
only a Nufance and Encumbrance to the 
Society. 

But tho this Ihould not be the Ef!e<9: of a 
penurious and hailing way in dealins^ as I 
am perfhaded it frequently is^ yet ftillthere 
is another obvious ill Emik arifing from it, 
which ought to make it odious to all Men of 
Senfe and Virtue* A Trader, who has any 
competent knowledge of the World, will (boo 
find out the Temper of his Cuftomers ; and 
if he dilcovers this to be their weak fide, the 
Vices of Mankind being iofedious, will ea« 
deavour to foil them at their own weapons. 
If it be the known Cbard^r of a Buyer to 
bid at firft but the one half of what he in- 
tejods to give fox a thing, the Shopkeeper Will 

guickly learn to demand twice as much as 
e can af&rd tp fell it for. Thus a fraudulent 
and infincer^ way of dealing is introduced, 
and Mankind are tai^ht to treat one another 
as a parcel of downright Villains, every one 
in a cooftant defign of cozening and impo- 
fing on all the reft This is lo known at 
prdcnt, that every body makes a merit of it, 
when they have trick'd a hard niggardly Chao 
iqto the belief of his having got a fpecial 
Bargain, tho he has only got it in the Canf 
Seme of the Word And it is a common 
Obfervatioo, that thofe Peifons who are lead 
contentious in bargaining, get cheaper and 
better Pennyworths than their Neighbours* 
So that if JVIen either regard the promoting 
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of Honefty and Truth in the WoricJr or Jtnovi^ 
their own true Iritereft, they muft d^lpif^ 
liich fneaking Methods of negotiating, and 
leave them to be pracftiled only by tbofc 
\vho are fo overrun with fordid Avarice^ 
that fevery thing they do, is evidently tainted 
With it. 

s Evil owes its 

t of Mankind, 

icdy lies pretty 

srefore I would 

hy Readers a^ 

^ther it \yould 

and Cuftomers 

are at prdent 

:e Trade much 

fix a Rate oa 

all never abate 

mer, but infift 

\:pjiulate, and 

the utter effu- 

mguage; ^ro- 

othiug hereiri 

underftood to 

)fc undoubted 

'Right and Privilege of ventilating themlelves 

on all occafions ought to be and remain wit|i 

them without any Let or Moleftation what- 

Cbever. 

/ am^ Sir, yours ^ &c. 

Hi B ERN I €US. 
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N<^ 57. Saturday, April ^o, 1^25. 

To the Author of the "DuiMn Journak 

Omnia qux fecundum naturaw fuKt, ^imatione dignd 
. funu . : * . : i TuLi* 

sir: : 

MSAR is often taken notice of 
by the Criticks, as the only Au* 
i'thor that ever writ of himfelf 
with a good Grace. I believe 
Cf/2rr^s exalted CharaiSer, and 
great Adions, may have contribated as much 
to this Opinion as the mannej of his Wrt* 
ting ; and our Admiration of the Hero raited 
our Idea of the Author. It is certainly 'a 
very nice Point for a Man to ^eak of him- 
felf at all. If he (peaks well of himfelf, he 
^ifcovers his Vanity ; and if ill, his Indis- 
cretion, or fbmething yet worfe. 

This Confideration, however, has noc 
hinder'd (everal Men of excellent Senfe, and 
true Judgment, &om making themfelves the 
Subjed of their own Writings. TuUy has 
been much cenfured for his Vanity on this 
accotmt. Amidft all his Excellencies he was 
an immoderate Lover of Piaife, and a per- 
^ petual 
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pecual Boafter of his Services to the Com* 
moDwealth. We are told, ttutt he once in* 
tended to have writ a Hiftory of the Roman 
Afiairs, bu^ was fb impatient to do himlelf 
Juftice, that he hesfxn at the wrong End, 
and wrote his own ConfiiUhip firft intending 
to trace the Story backwards to the Founda- 
tion of the Empire. What Progreis be made 
in this Work is uncertain, none of it having 
come to our hands. But how ridiculous foever 
the Projed may (eem, I am apt to think the 
want of it a confiderable lofs to us. For 
tho an Author gains not much Credit by 
talking of himleu, yet his Readers get a 

great deal of Entertainment and InftrudiOQ 
om it. Such an open way of Writing re- 
iembles the Converu^ion of Friends; we 
enter more readily into the Sentiments and 
Genius of the Author, and pay the greater 
Regard to what belays, on account of bis 
treatii^ us with fo much Familiarity and Con- 
fidence. 

Few Men, perhaps, would be wilting to 
write in the fame manner Mtmtaignehts done: 
Yet, I believe, there are not many dt&ufted 
at it when they tead him, or would wiih 
thofe Paflages expunged from his Works, 
wherein he ^eaks of himfel£ We accofe 
him of Vanity; but at the fiune time are 
well pleafed with the humorous Inftances he 
gives us of it. The Faults we diicover in . 
the Man, are what principally recommend 
him to us as a Writer. And fnre, no Man 

ever 
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ever expofed his Infirmities and Weaknefs 
with more freedom and unrefervednefs to a 
Friend, than he has done to his Readers. 
By this means we are Ibftened into a favour- 
able Opinion of him ; and cannot condemn 
the Errors of one, who has the art of making 
himfelf fo very agreeable. 

Thb Account he gives us of his being 
admitted a Citizen of Rome, is perhaps one 
of the ftrongeft Inftances to be met with of 
Elation of Heart on occafions of receiving 
Marks of Honour and Eflecm. There is 
doubtlefs no Man but what conceives abun- 
dance of Pleafiire firom Incidents of this na- 
ture ; yet fo unkind are We to one another, 
that we will not allow any Man to exprefs 
that Satisfadion, without accufing him of 
Weaknefs and Vanity. We all feel thofe 
Impulfes, yet areaftiamedto have it known 
that we do fo. Montaigne very honeftly tells 
us, what he felt, and every Man who reads 
him will find from his own Experience wh^t 
he fays to be true. Whereas were Men to 
form a Judgment from the Profeflions of 
Mankind, every Man who has thefe Emo- 
tions, would look on himfelf as a Perfon of 
more than ordinary Weaknefs, and wanting 
that Solidity of Mind which other Men 
feem to be pofTeffed of. Such an Author 
therefore as montaigne is capable of relieving 
an honed Mind firom the Pain of thinking.it 
felf of a very uncommon and Angular Mould, 
by (hewing that there may be, and are 

, Vol. II. C others 
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others framed cxziGdy like it. I havt known 
two or three Perlbos freed from a good 
deal of uneafinefs, by reading the ingenious 
Paper in the Spe£2afer on Cajile- Building ; 
before which time they always im^ined 
th^y were alone in that fantafrical Buiinefs, 
and never once dreamed, that any body but 
tbemfelves had the trouble of {iich an ex- 
travagant Imagmatioiu And fare the Pains 
WC take to OHiceal a great many natural 
Motions of our Hearts, has in many other 
Inftances, as well as diis, been the Occafioa 
of unexperienced Peoples condemning them* 
fel?es of federal intelledual WeaknefTes, com* 
mon to them with the reft of the human 
Species. 

Thbse Obfervations give a fair handle 
agaiofl that pernicious way oiThilofifhiz^ing^ 
which is for reducing all our Ai^ions and 
Behaviour to the Arid and rigid Rules of 
wkit they call the Di(9:ates of ibund and 
right Rcaton, and making no allowances for 
narutal Impull^ and Indinatioiis, but ceo- 
(tiring every Adion^ however good and 
generous in it &lf» as irrational and unmanly, 
tf HOC done upon cool deliberation, and ^er 
a nice and crkical furvey of all its Confer 
quencesL The Gentlemen in this Sdieme of 
thinking will not admit any thing to be weii 
done, which is the Efied of great, or ddi* 
care natural Sencimemrs, or wherein the Heart 
is more concerned than the Head. In order 
to become Men^ we are to diveft our ielves 
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of tbofe Paflionis which all Men are bora 
with. We are tai^ght to fopprefs what princi- 
pally fpqrs us on to brave and virtuous A<li- 
onSy under the notion of Enthufiaim, and 
Heat of Imagination. And Wifi^om and Vir- 
tue too fire made to confift in a perfc^a Indif- 
ference fox tytxy thing but the performance 
of our Etoty ; a Word, which in their mouths 
who ma)^ vSk of it in thi$ manner, (eems ta 
have no meaning or figpification at all 

W ^ fix^too apt upon all occaiions to run 
into EKtrfrmes. Becau(e it has been oblervedi 
that Men^ by too much indulging their Pot- 
iioofi, have don? very unreaibnable or ridi* 
culous thinCfSi therefor? cbe Padions them* 
ielves have pe?n declaimed againft, or jUugh'd 
at ; when the only Fault has lain in giving 
W9Y to their irr^afcMr Motions. Thus the 
Love of Praiie has been reprefented as a Weak- 
nefs, becanie ^otx^ Men, who have had it in 
tooh^4 de^ee» have been prompted by it 
to commii: a g^eat manv Extravagances. Yec 
this Principle is natural to all Men { and with- 
out lome iuch powerful Incentive to laudable 
Ai%ons» it is highly probable, w^ 0iould 
grow v^Y remUs and lat^id in the Perfor-- 
xAwat of them. It i^ieht alfo be ihewn in 
ftvfarai of pur beft ^fm oobleft Afie<^ions, 
Inch as Z^w> Friendjhif, and 5P/>v» that 
tjbe is;n«fle$ of (hem nwy betray us into 

?eait Snrors, and even a criminal Weakneis. 
(« liire, tbitf ^i^ht not to make tbofe Affec* 
tioos either nniOflniy or vicio«s» unkfs we 

C 2 will 
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will contend, that Wifaom and Virtue confift 
in extinguiihing, rather than moderating our 
Defires ; which whoever attempts to do may 
indeed commence a Savage, but, I am per- 
liiaded, will never make himfelf fuch a one as 
a truly wife and good Man will efteem. 

The pompous Manner in which Ibme of 
the antient Phtlofophers talked of the Vanity 
of human Life, and its Enjoyments, has o^ 
late been (iicceeded by a buffooning way of 
laughing at every thing which Men feem to 
be ferious and in earned about. The former 
Method tended to make Men contemn the 
World, and negled the Offices of their Sta- 
tion, for the fake of a certain romantick No- 
tion, which they called by the name of Vir- 
tue ; but this aims at the defl:ru(3:ion of Virtue 
altogether, without fubftitutiog any thing in 
its -room but a Grin. Whoever has read 
a laie ' celebrated Performance, entitled, Tbe 
Tabie^ of the Bees:, cannot but have ob- 
ferved a great many notable Inftanccs of this 
Jociiiar Philofophy. Fame^ according to 
him, is a Bauble \ Tity^ an Infirmity com- 
mon CO us with tlic Beads; and -Z^^ and 
Friendfhtp, think of them as highly as you 
pleafe, are nothing at the bottom but down- 
right Luft, and Combination. The Confe*- 
quence of all this is, that Men, if they a<9t 
wifely, will endeavour to free themfelves from 
]fdch troublefbme and vicious Companions. 
But what fhall we do then ? Or how (hall wc 
employ durfekes, when Life pitfents us no- 
I thing 
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thing elfe, but one continued Scene of Farce 
and Impertinence ? Why truly we may e'en 
fitdowui and laugh at the World, and every 
thing in it, as this Author has moft judicioufly 
done : for (ince we are all felfilh by Nature, 
and every thing in Life is ridiculous, both, 
which Points he has attempted to demonftrate, 
the* only rational thing we can do is to live 
perpetually Sneering. 

Objects of Laughter need never be 
wanting to People who arc well difpofed to- 
ward§ it, l^he World will yield an inexhau- 
ftible F.und of Mirth foi; a Man of an ' 
ble .Genius. The • grave ^ Looks of 
Lawyers, and Phyficians, are foil of 
ful Raillery. What can be more ri 
than the Pomp and Magnificence oj 
and publick M^ift^ates, or than th( 
Formality of Parliaments, and Court: 
ftic^? Is it riot a comical thing to fee a Man 
toiling and flaving all his days, merely to W). 
port the Nolle and Nonfenfe of a Wife aricj Fa- 
mily ; and to be breaking his Reft for the 
lake of a parcel of People, called his T/oJieri-^ 
ty^ whom he is never to be fixpence the becr 
tcr for ? What filly Fellows are they, who 
figh, whine, and languifh in the abfence of 
one they call a Friend or a Miftrels ? Can 
there be any thing merrier, than for a Man 
to defire to be well Ipokeri of by People whom 
he never will converfe with during his days ; 
nay, and who perhaps will not be born till many 
years after he is dead and rotten? In a word, 

C 3 is 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 H I B E R N 1 c tj s J Letters. 

is there any thing iri rerum natufa, to be 
feen, felt, heard or utiderftood, good for any 
thing elfe but to break a Jeft upon ? The 
Tuh^ the Ladder, the Stage Itinerant^ are 
pot the only Places confecrated to Merriment; 
we may as readily find it ia the Glofet of a 
Thilofi^her^ as at the Apmbiy, or the 
Ring ; and divert ourfelves as much with the 
Tattle of a Council-Board^ as of a Tea-Table. 
We ;nay go among the Indians^ atid laugh at 
their: Simplicity, and Ignorance of Politeneft 
and Good Living ; at iht'Turks^ for being 
fuch flfly Rafcals as to refofc drinking Wine ; 
lan^thch come home and laugh at our own 
Countrymen for their whimfical Care of their 
paltry Oberty and Troperty. Thus having 
laughed round the Globe, wc may fairly fit 
.4own and laugh at ourfelves, becaofe there 
;Sre no more Worlds to be laughed at. 

Ir requires not nrach pains to difcover, 
that flionld fuch a Vein as this once come to 
be univerfal, k would quickly put an end W 
every thing good and ferions, and deftroy all 
Notions of Honour and Virtqe araOng Men, 
Yet the introducing it feems to be the natural 
Confequence of argains againft feveral Parti- 
cularities which may be oWerved in human 
>Iature. The excefs of any comrnendable 
- Quality is very apt to lead Men to Ibme Ex- 
travagances ; and the bcft and fined Spirits 
have commonly a rindore of Enthuftafm, or 
Vanity, in their Compofition. It is there- 
fore ad eafy pngtter for weal; Min^s, when 
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they hear thofe Defers cenfared, to fall into 
a much more dangerous Miftake,^ and grow 
into a dilap^robaiioii of the Virtues them- 
fefves, as well as thdf Exceflesj much what 
Jtke has happened in another part of Philoib- 
phy, wherein Ibme Men, by taking a great 
deal of pains to prove that the iecondary 
Qualities ot Matter have no real exiftence, 
have given a handle to others to aiTert the 
iame pf the primary Qualities, and of Matter 
itfdt 

Bur if ft be dangerous to argue gravely a- 
gainft iuch Blemishes in virtuous Charaders^ it 
IS (till more fb to {et them in a ridiculous Light. 
Deformity, either real, or apprehended, is the 
proper Objed of Ridicule } and therefore the 
very Shades of Virtue ought to be prefcrved 
from it) left it (hould by degrees prejudice is 
againft its Beauties. Laughter, when once it 
breaks out, is too undiftinguiihing and ungo- 
vemable to be Kept within bounds. Let it 
once open upon the Vanity of fome great 
Men, and it will be ready the next time to 
fell upon the Love of true Glory in others. 
And if it be ram'd againft the Ravings and 
Fondnelfe of romantick Lovers, it may after-, 
wards recdve Provocation from every degree 
of Tendernefe and AfTeAion whatfoever. Sir 
WiUiam Temple tells us of an ingenious Spa^ 
niard, who imagined the Ruin ot the Spani/h 
Monarchy to be owiUg to the Ridicule in the 
Hiftory o(T>on j^ixote of the Spirit of Knight- 
Errantry, and Qallantry, which had fo much 
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prevailed in that Nation ; becaufc from that 
time tb^ir C^x^^/i^rj became fb much afhamed 
of i?, that they fell into the other Extreme, 
apd Jpft all that Bravery which formerly ren- 
dered them fo ferviceable to their Country. 
Tho this feems to be draining the Matter too 
far, yet I am of opinion, that among the 
People of thefe Nations we fliall find a great 
many Humours and Prejudices, in themfelves 
ridiculous ^ and unreaibnable enough, which 
however it would not be much for the Intereft 
of the Publick to have removed. Nothing 
that is natural to any People ought to be 
deipifed, unlefs where it is hurtful either to- 
wards any partictilar Society, or Mankind. 

How prepofterous then is the prefent Hu- 
mqur of the World in this matter ? We are 
grown afliamed to be thought kind, generous, 
or tender-hearted ; but make a merit of being 
fatirical and ili-naturM on any flight occafion. 
To flied Tears at a Tragedy is reckoned a 
Weaknels even among the Fair Sex ; but we 
may laugh without meafiire at a bald Jeft^ or 
double Entendre in z Comedy ; as if Laughter 
were more natural and humane than Pity and 
Companion. , No greater Infl:ance can be gi» 
ven of a perverted and vitiated Tafte. But 
this affords too large a Field for Refledion 
here, and may deferve to be more fully coii- 
fidered on fbme other Occafion. 

I am^ 8cc. 

No. 58. 
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N^ 58. Saturday, May 7, 1725. 

To the Author of the "Dublin Journal. 

Eminentia cujufque oferis arBifJimis temporum clauftris 
circundata. Vell. Pater. 

SIR. 

E Ejfay-Writers are under the 
mod; unhappy Circumftances of 
any fort of Authors whatfoever. 
Others have nothing to do, but 
to make the mod they can of the 
Subject they have chofen. We have not on- 
ly that Task to perform, buf another no lels 
difficult, the Choice of our Subjedl: ; wherein 
let our Care and Diligence be ever fd great, it 
is next to impoffible, but every time we write, 
we diiguft a great number of our Readers. 
People fit down to a formal and regular Trea- 
tife with a quite different Difpofition, from 
what they are poflefled with when they take 
up one of thefe Mifcellaneous Produaions. 
If they like not the Subje<ft, they throw it 
by, upon perufal of the Title-Page ; but we, 
profefling to write upon no fingle Subjed:, 
are called to an account both for our Mate- 
rials, andour Manner of working them. And 
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in both thefe theXade of our Readers admits 
of fo much Variety and Difagreement, that 
there is no pleafiog them ail at once. 

SoM£ are difpleafed with every thing io 
fuch Performances which is not either Wit, or 
Hunaour. They reckon every thing grave 
and lerious, to be dull and intipid ; and think 
their Time thrown away in reading a Paper 
which does not make them laugh. Amufe- 
inent is the only end of their reading ; and 
they think that is never obtained, unlefs ac- 
companied with ^me very quick and violent 
Emotions. The fober and gentle Pleafure 
which atifes from the reading of jufl: and ra^ 
tional Reflexions on Men and Things, is too 
fiint andlanguiihing for People who are never 
eafy- but when they are in « Convulfion of 
Merriment. 

On the other hand, there are {omit Rea« 
ders fo opprefTed with Phlegm^ that they can 
like nothing which is not mtedW inftrudive, 
and writ in the way of a Phiiofophical Lee* 
mre. A familiir manner of talking about the 
common things of Life, always puts them 
out of humour. They exped there ihall be 
Scridoefs of Reaibn.' Proportion of Parts, 
and Regularity of Defign in every thing they 
read ; otherwife they think themfelves ill dealt 
with. The loofe and negligent Manner of an 
E/Tay, which is indeed its principal Oroa- 
mebt and Beauty, is what they cannot en- 
dure. Let the Matter be ever (b good, it is 
damned if they do not ap^ffove the 'Method 
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of bftfldlifigit. Atid ibiuetimes the chief Ex* 
celteucy chey look fot in an Atithor, is A 
Icrupulous Nicety and Exadnefs of Compo* 
fitiOQ, which Id truth i6 no m^e than an art- 
fill Covering found oot by u$ ingenions Mo« 
dern9, to conceal out want of that Force and 
Flame, and Of thoTe great Conceptions, and 
noble Imagitiations which animate the Wri* 
tings of Antiqtiity. And even in this, Opi« 
olons are fb divided, as renders it extremely 
difficult to plti^e all Parties. For as on the 
one hatid there are fome Gentlemen who cm 
never be prevail'd on to approve any other 
than the Synthetk Method of wricing^ fo 
there are not wanting confiderable Numbers 
no lefs devoted to the Analytic. So that a 
poor Author who is ignorant of either of thcfe 
Forms of tacking his Thoughts together, is 
like to meet with a very indiSerent Receptioti 
fi'om the Men of profound Erudition, and 
top Criticifm, who cut all their Compofitions, 
as the Ladies 60 MuOins^ by the drawing of a 
Thread ; which howev^i- is commonly fuch 
poor onnibftantial Stuff, that it is very apt 
to break between their Fingers. 

Besides thefe Difad vantages common to 
all Writers of £^/, there is another pecu- 
liar to us, who hav6 taken upon us to dilpenfe 
our Weekly Admonkious to the Publick; 
which, as it is a fafficient Apology for not 
being able to perform that Service io efledw* 
ally as we could wifli, and that I do not re» 
ni^mber to baye i^en it any more than hinted 
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at elfcwhere, I (hall be at iJC^me pains iatfeis. 
Paper to lay before my Reid^s in the 1*6(1^ 
Light I can. l 

It has been pbferved. thin jn all ^fationS: 
where- ever Wit, Lear»iD\g, and Politeneis 
have flouriflied, they hav? blazed put all at? 
once, and arrived to their Height in the com-; 
pals of a few Years. A ConftcWaiion pf great/ 
Genius's has rifen tjogether, an^d by.mutuall^t 
imparting Light and W^rqath tOi each other^ 
fhincd forth with united Spkadpr and Iqflu* 
ence, The Age of Socrates:. w^S famoHS ..in. 
Greece for producing a Race of great Mea 
eminent in Arras and Arts. After that there 
was a vifible Declenfion among thejn ; and 
tho feveral worthy Patriots, and good Authors 
are to be found among the later Greeks^ 
yet they come infinitely (hort of their Prede- 
ceflbrs in that wonderful Fertility of Inven- 
tiouy Force of li^agination, and Dignity of 
Expreffion, which have rendered their Works 
the Admiration of all the focceeding Ages, 
and are like to continue them (b to the end 
of Time. 

The Roman\^t^lVi\Vi%2xs!^ Eloquence alfo 
had a very fliort Term of Duration. Their 
Height feems to have begun in Lucretius, 
about the time of Marius and Sylla^ and to 
have laftcd little longer than the Reign of 7/- 
berius. Cicero^- and Livy, Virgil^ and Ho- 
race^ who were the greateft, and mod jqftly 
admired among the Latin Authors^ were all 
Cotemporaries ; and wrote either at, or very 

near 
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near the fame time ; and are all in their feve- 
ral Kinds inimitable : Not to mention defar^ 
Sallujlj and many more, who flourifhed in 
the fame ' Age. It fecmed as if Nature had 
exerted her utmoft in producing fuch an ex- 
traordinary Set of Men at once, and thereby 
rendered herfelf unable to continue the Suc- 
ceflion ; that warm Sunfhine of Wit and Learn- 
ing being fbon followed with a long and dif^ 
mal Winter of Ignorance and Barbarity, from 
whence the World did not recover till after 
the Expiration of many Ages : during which 
rime the Commonwealth of Learning was 
under the Tyranny of a dark and gloomy 
Generation of Monh and Friars^ a kind of 
Spiritual Locufts, that overfpread the whole 
Horizon, intercepted the fair Face of Heaven 
from Mankind ; and not only raviflied from 
them the Rewards of Arts and Induftry, but 
aboliflied the very Arts themielves. 

At the Refl oration of Learning, there ap- 
peared a noble and numerous Band of exalted 
Spirits, to animate and affifl: each other in 
that generous Undertaking, without whole 
joint Endeavours to refcue Mankind from 
Ignorance and Stupidity, it is highly probable, 
our greatefl: Proficiency in Learning at this 
day had been the Art of compofing Romances^ 
Religious iM Amorous. But the More% the 
Erajinus% and the Buchanan's of that Age 
put an end to that Strain ; and in the fpace 
of a few Years carried ufeftd Knowledge and 
good Senfe to a Pitch they had not been at 

iince 
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fioce the Days of Augufius, That h^pmr 
Conjundioa of fo many great Mea, ba$ de- 
rived to us moft of the Materials which the 
learned World have at prefent to workupoa. 
Yet in a ihort time after there followed a 
very ^eat D^eneracy j and the Spirit being 
evaporated, only the Qaput Msrtuum remain" 
ed behind, which we have iince had parceil'd 
out in the Writings of Qfrm0n Divines^ and 
'Dutch Commentators, ' 

A M o N Q outlelves the Cafe has been pret^ 
ty much the lame. We have had our alter- 
nate Periods of Learning and Ignorance, of 
Wit and DuUnel^ 9& welj as other Nations^ 
Whoever is converfant mxhiA^e Englijb Wri- 
ters, cannot bqc have obfervedt that the beO: 
of them have commonly appeared together, 
and given us a .luxurious, but ihort IUp«)Q: s 
after which we bad a long Interval of Penury 
and Starving. The laft remarkable Clafs Qi 
good Authors we have had, was a few Years 
^o, who inmrovfid our Talle vad Languj^ 
to the utmoft peffe^ion they £b«med cap^dMe 
of. In con^li^nce with our natural Impi^i- 
ence, and unwUiiogoeis to undergo any Fa* 
tigue £>r the lake of intBUe<!lxial Attaimnents, 
they cbcrfe to reform us by degrees, and for 
that purpo& lent ab-oad their Comfoiidoos 
:6:0m time to tune in fingk Sheets $ and exe* 
cuted tbdr Defign fo ha^y, that ftom them 
we may date a new Mra of the Brit'tjh Xearo- 
tng and Eloquence. Some of thofe ejcceUent 
Men are gQue P a better World, co enjoy 

the 
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the Reward of their Virtue and generous La- 
bours for the Service of ManKind ^ and the 
reft of them, having done their duty in this, 
and received the Applaufes due to their Me- 
rit, fcem to have retired from the Scene, and 
left the Management of it to a new Set of 
Performers. 

From this Account it is eafy to fee, that 
our Readers ought not to raife their Expe<9:a« 
tions too high from the Perfbns at preient em* 
ployed in this Province. The warm Fit is over 
with the prcfent Age ; ^ and we ought to pre- 
pare for tne cold one. Our immediate Pre* 
deceflbrs have ibared too high for us to do 
any more than gaze on them at an humble 
diuance. Where it is impoilible to excel 
tfaofe who have gone before us, it is natural 
to fail infinitely mort. The Defpair of ever 
being able to equal fiich illuftrious Originals, 
damps all our Anobition^ and checks every 
Attempt to follow them. Add to this, that 
they have exhaufted mod of thofc Subjeda 
which are capable of makii^ Writings at ooce 
eaceftaifitiig and defiil. We have only the 
Gleanings of their rich Harveft ; and there- 
fore our Readers muft not be lurpriz^d, that 
we (bmetimes let them a pideing of Straws. 
To theleCaufes we may impute that lament- 
able Dulinefe which is at pretent lb univerlally 
complained of. Atid ^s Dullnefs is ever iiifec* 
tious, we poor Effsy-Writers muft not pre- 
tend to be exempted from the common Cala« 
mity. To be dull with T)ejign is a Pretence 

which 
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which will not bear Water at prefent, when 
it is fo much owing to Chance ^ if ever we are 
otherwife. 

I N Juftice however to the learned World at 
prefent, it mud be owned, that it has lately 
^produced fome Performances of great Valae 
and Ufefulnefs, on very important Subjeds, 
particularly in Morality. My intelligent 
Readers will quickly perceive, that I have ^n 
my Eyethofetwo incomparable Treatifes, the 
Religion of Nature delineated^ and the Inqui^ 
ry into Beauty and Virtue \ Works which can* 
not fail of being efleemed while Mankind have 
any regard left for good Senfe, or ufefulKnow- 
leage. But alas ! Produdions of this kind go 
but ill down with the generality of Readers; 
and a Mifcellaneous Writer who ihouldat any 
time fall into that Strain, would procure tittle 
Thanks for his Pains, And Works of Fancy 
which are any way traly valuable, ; are at 
prefent too fcarce, to warm us fufficicncly by 
their Influence. So that on the whole, con- 
fidering the Charader of the Age we live in> 
and the numerous Defeds our Compofitions 
necefTarily labour under, we may apply every 
week to our Writings that humorous Reflec- 
tion which La Bruyere did once to his ; • If 

* they do not take, we may wonder they 
< Ibould not ; but if they do take, we may 

• wonder as much how they ihould/ 

lam^ &c. 
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T'^? HiBERNICUS. 
Mi^fiumfrmiemumfoekirum annus hie attuUt* P L i n« 

|U R Journalijts have lately thought 
fit to commnnicate to the Publick 
feyeral Tranflations of Odes from 
Horace. He \% one of the Aothors 
of Antiquity who can never be top 
much admired, for the Beauty and Variety of his 
Compofitidns, the Delicacy and Juftnefsof his 
Refiedirotis, and the inimitable Art he has of 
ahvays appearing new every time he is read ; 
T)eing every where fo rich in Scnfe^ that 
wc are perpetually making new Difcoverics 
in him, and may conftantty apply to him 
Milton*^ Chara<Jler of that noble Species of 
Wriring, 

fFhere more is meant than meets the Ear. 

It is therefore always with iingular Plear 
fine I obferve thofe worthy Attempts which 
arc made to render into Engltjh any Parts 
of £> great and ufeful an Author. Bur at the 

Vol. II. D fame 
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fame time, confidering how many have been 
baffled iu it already, lam ready to tremble 
for the ad venturous- Perfbn who undertakes to 
give us a Tranflation of the whole, as feems 
to be the Defign of one or more of thoie 
GentlemeUi whofc Specimens havebceo.pub- 
liihed Ibme weeks fince in the London Jour- 
nal. 

I DO not pretend to Criticifm enough, to 
make a Judgment on thofe Performances. 
But this I cannot help thinking, that fb clofe 
and fcrupulous a Tranflation of Horace as 
feems to be there prqmifed, Js what our 
Language will not bear. It is extremely dif* 
£cult, at once to prefervc the Spirit and the 
Words of an Author. In endeavouring the 
former, we are apt to fly off from his Mean- 
ing ; and in adhering too clofely to the lat<- 
ter, we are in equal danger of creeping after 
him in a fervile manner. K^A truly 1 appre- 
hend this laft to be the worfe Error of the 
two : For, as my Lord Bacon oblervcs, in 
tranflating the Writings of Antiquity, the 
Spirit, of the Original is apt to evaporate, 
unlefs a new Spirit be trausfufed into them 
by the Tranflator. And certainly this Obfer- 
vation will hold much more in Poetical Pro- 
du(ftions; there being greater reafon to fear, 
that a Tranflator ihould not be able to come 
up to the Poetry, than that he fbould mils 
the precife Meaning of his Original. A Rea- 
der at lead will be much better fatisfied with a 
Tranflation, where the Author's Senfe is 

beauti- 
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beautifully exprefled, tho not cxadly in his 
own Phrafe, than where it is perhaps more 
truly reprefented, but in a dry and fpiritlefs 
manner ^ ocherwile we muft have had more 
Admirers oi Hobhes^s Ttzx^SLmonoi Horner^ 
thanofMr. P^/^'s. 

In tranflating the two following Odes, I 
have endeavoured equally to ihun the Licence 
of an Imitation, and the Reftraintbf aLite-^ 
ral Verfion* You will readily perceive, that 
they cannot pretend an Exemption from Cen« 
fure ; and indeed I am too fenfible of their 
Defe<3:s, to defire their Publication on any 
other account, than as they may excite 
others to vindicate, by their ihore excellent 
Performances^ an Author who has fuffered 
Injuries from fo many other Hands as well as 
mine ; that as in the Multitude of ill Tranfla- 
tors, and Commentators, he has received great 
Injuflice, fo he may, fome time or other, be 
relieved by the Numbers of thofe who have 
Strength and Genius fufficient for it. If a 
good Tranflation of Horace is ever to be ex* 
peded, it muft be from fome fuch happy Con- 
jundion in his favour; for I fear much, it 
will always prove, as it has done hitherto, 
too hard a Task for any one Man. 

I am, S I Ry 

Tour very humble Servant, 

MUSOPHILUS. 



Horace^ 
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Horace, Book LODE XXVIIL 

TO Winds expos^d% and wa/b*Jly ev\ylVave^ 
DenydMcmkind^s laft Privilege ^ a Graven 
Seey wherethyfoor Remains y Archytas, //>, 
Whofs mighty Mind once graffd hth Earth and SIg ! 
Say thenf what did avail thy nice Survey 
Of the wide Worlds and far extending Sea ? 
What did it hotj that thou by Art coudfifoar 
Above the Planets^ and their Courfe explore ; 
Compute the awful Spaces where they roll. 
And with them travel round the radiant Pole ; 
Since all thy vafi Difcov'ri^s could not charm 
The Fates J orjbieldfrom DeatVs impartial Arm ? 
T^Hl S is the Fate aU Humane Kind mufi fiare ; 
Tithon at laft is vayiifk^d into Air ; ' 

While Tantalus, condemned to endlefs Woe^ 
Sits fretting inth* elufive Floods below ; 
Whom Fbrtune once with ev^ry Blejjingfior^d, 
And Gods themfelves vouchfaf'd to grace his Board. 
Minos the Jufi has yielded too to Fate^ 
7%e Friend of JovCj and Partner of his State. 
And He ^ the Sage ^ whom you with juii Applaufe 
WiU own befi skill* d in Ntiture and her Laws^ 
Who by convincing Proofs bad made it plain^ 
T1)at Souls withdraw but to return again, 
And Deaths detefted Empire o'er Mankind 
Extends to Body only^ not to Mind \ 
For ever now dijmifs^dy no more furvives^ 
To vouch hts boa fled Magaz,ine of Lives. 
One gloofny Night for all Mankind remains. 
And once we oMmufi tread the fiadowy Plains. 
Mars fweeps away th^ ambitious Sons of Fame^ 
Who hfe their Being to acquire a Name. 
And greedy Sailors to their Ruin brave^ 
In fear ch ofTreafureperiJhin the Wave. 
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7%e cruel Fates to none ComfaJJtonJhow, 

But OldandToung without difiinBiongo* 

What wonder then that I my Fate Jhould find 

On theje rough Shores^ from Winds andlVaves combiiidf 

TE Tfiay-^ kind Mariner^ nor let thy Hand 
Withhold the Tribute of the common Sand^ 
To cover up my whitening Bones^ which lie 
To Seas expos d^ and an inclement Sky. 
For which good Office^ when the rifing Storm 
ShaSfirip the Woods^ and Adria'i Gulf deform^ 
Amidfi the Tumult mayfi thoufafelyfleepy 
And iitiplxmc guard thee thro^ the rolling Deep j 
Nor gracious Jove be wanting to repay 
With Wealth thy Dangers in the wat'ry Way. 
But if^ proud Man J the pious AEi youfcorn^ 
Nor care your Offspring the Negle£lJboud mourn, 
Expe£i the fame hard Fates to wait on thee^ 
When thou dejpis% as lamnowy Jballbe ; 
To thy cold Corps no friendly Hand come near 
With Cyprefs Shade^ or decemly inter. 
My Execrations are not vainly lofi ; 
No offerings JhaBappeafe my injured Ghofl. 
Make no delays ; the Task is quickly done; 
Thrice firow the Sand^and thou art free to run. 

Bookn. ODB XVIIL 

^'TP IS true, my Cottage mean andlow^ 
-^ Not built for Grandure, but for Eafe^ 

No Iv'ry Cornices can JhoWj 
Nor Ceilings wrought with Gold dijplays. 

No Cedar Beams for Tomp and St ate ^ 
(To Nature Names confeft unknown} 

Refo/e their great and precious Weight 
On Tiilars of the Parian Stone. 

D 3 N(^» 
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Not drop'd an accidental Heir 

Tofome old Kinlefs Mifer's Means ^ 

No wealthy VajfaPs Gifts IweaVy 

Rich purple Vejis and Jweepng Trains^ 

But Virtue, and a little Senfe 
Have fo endeared me to the Greats 

That, Thanks to bounteous Trovidence^ 
Nor have^ nor want I an Eft ate. 

Bleft in my little Sabine Field, 
ril neither Gods above implore^ 

Nory JincemfneakingArts unskiWdy 
Hang on my wealthy Friend for more^ 

From "Day to ^ay with equal Tace 
Our fliding Moments fteal away ; 

Nor is the fleeting Mounts Increafe 
Ought but her Trogrefs to T^ecay. 

Yet you, amused with airy T>reams^ 
Forgetful that the Grave is near. 

Are bufy^d with your endlefs Schemes 
Ofpleafant Seats^ andHoufes here. 

The Bounds of Nature for your Mind 
Too little feem^ andyouarefoor^ 

Vnlefs the Ocean be confined 

T enlarge your Borders on^the Shore. 

Nay more, profanely you leap o'er 

Tour peaceful Neighbours antient Bounds^ 

Invade the weak unfriended ^oor, 
Andfeize his patrimonialGrounds. 

Expelled 
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Expeir d by you from their Abodes^ 
The tender Wife and Husband fy ; 

In vain they invocate their Gods ; 
In vain their hel^lefs Infants cry^ 

And yet this dearly bought EJiate 
How quickly mufi its Owner leave ? 

The wealthy Mifer's laji Retreat^ 
Andfureji Tortion, is the Grave. 

What would you more ? Impartial Earth 
Wraps in her Ldp with equal Care 

The High and Low ; nor Roy at Birth 
Treferves its poor T)iJiin6tiQns there. 

Not all Prometheus' boajied Art 

Could ever furly Q\iZXOTifway^ 
Nor Gold itfelf work on his Heart 

To waft him back into the Day. 

Troud Tantalus and all his Race 
He holds in Chains ; the Royal Kin 

. In vain implore the fmallejt Grace : 
Empire no latent has for Sin. 

Tet caU% or not^ the Toor he hears^ 
And in his laji and painful firife 

To hisAJjyianceJiraight repairs;, 
And carries off his Load of Life. 
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N^ 60. Saturday, May 21^ 1726. 

To the A u T H R of the fDuiflin JournaL 
— ^Hem^ vir viro quid^rajiat ? Ten 

SIR. 

HE Philofbphers in all Ages have 
recommeDded to us the Knowledge 
of curfelves as the bed and mSH 
ufefiil Study, and the Acquifitton 
of it as the hicheft and cleardft Evidence of 
Wifdom. Phifofophcrs however have not 
been always able to make good their own 
Claim , to it. They as weU as other Men 
have fufFered themfelves to be too much 
guided by Appearances in this Science^ no 
lefs than in others ; and have frequently had 
fo little WifiJom, as to imagine themfelves 
the fole Proprietors of it, and to exclude all 
others from having any fharc in it. This 
Error could only have proceeded from over- 
rating themfclves, or undervaluing the reft of 
Mankind : and either of the(c demonftrates 
the want of Self-knowledge, fincc the Worth 
of a Man is always to be eftimated by com- 
paring it with that of others ; and it will be 
found, upon makings thip Comparifon, that 

therp 
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there is ^ot fuch a prodigious Difference in 
tiiis matter among Men as we commonly are ' 
too apt to imagine. 

It happens a little unluckily too, that 
Philofbpnical Minds are more apt to fall into 
this Miftake than others. For employing all 
their Time and Studies in general Specula* 
lions and abflrad Inquiries, they are Ihut out 
from a particular acquaintance with Men and 
Things. So that knowing little befides them* 
felvcs, and their own Ideas, they are igno- 
rant of all that Worth and Wiidom which 
may be abroad in the World ; and by that 
means beget in tfaemfelves a fond Belief of 
their being among the referved few who 
have monopolized all ufefut Knowledge, and 
rational Notions. And this Circumdance, at 
the fame time that it is the occafion of many 
Learned Men being proud and pofitive, is 
one of the beft Arguments why they (hould 
be jud the contrary. 

Nothing is more likely to betray Men 
into a criminal Conda^ towards their Fellow- 
Creatures than an imagined Superiority ovet 
them, either in natural or acquired Accom- 
ptifhments. It fills tbemJwith unbecoming 
Notions, and unsociable EHfpofitions towarcS 
them. When we look on onr Neighbour^ 
with Contempt, we (hall hardly forbear to 
treat them with Unkindnefs ; if it be not in- 
deed Unkindneis and Injuftice too, to contemn 
Men at all, unlefs upon clear Evidences of 
thc|r Pifhonefty anq Wickedneis. For the 
2 Opinion 
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Opinion of Worth being what all Men ktk^ 
and the Defire of it injurious to none, the 
Pofleflion of it is a real Good, which ought 
not to be taken from any Man, without the 
ftrongeft Convicliion of his having forfeited 
it. Ading any otherwifo is making our- 
felves the only Standard of Wifdom and 
Merit ; and we may with as good a grace 
claim the Government of the Univerfe as our 
own undoubted Right and Privilege. This 
at lead is certain, that immoderate Self- 
Efteem, and Contempt of others as a more 
bafe and unworthy kind of People, have 
been the true fource of Tyranny in all Ages 
and Nations of the World. And for this very 
reafbn thofe wife and brave Northern Pcopk, 
to whom we owe the Origin of all the free 
Conftitutions now in Europe, made it the 
firft part of their Polity, that the common 
Content fhould be the Rule of Government. 
But in regard that could not be always ob* 
tained, and the Capacities of the whole 
Comniunity were fuppofed to be equal, to 
prevent the ill Conlequences of different 
Opinions, they all agreed; that the Mind of 
the Majority ihould ftand for the Confent of 
the Whole ; every Man wilely prefuming 
that the Wifdom of the greater Number would 
be more than that of the Lefs, and confe* 
quently that there would be greater Safety in 
following it. And hence perhaps it is, that 
our Parliaments have been dually fty led the 
Wifdom of the Nation. However that be, 

this 
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this is iiire, that this CoDflitution oevef was 
violated, or given up, without introducing 
Tyranny, and all the Calamities attending it. 

I F we look into the World, we Ihall find 
but little reafon for Men to be much exalted 
pn any Account whatfbever. Providence 
has been exceeding careful in this refpedt, 
that all valuable Bledings ihould be pretty 
equally diftributed among Men, in order to 
keep them in a mutual dependence one upoa 
the other, and to fortify the Duties of Hu- 
manity by Confiderations of Intereft. Thus 
no Man is rich enough to be above the Fa- 
vour, nor great enough never to ftand in 
need of the Affiftance of others. And in 
point of Wifdom, the Difference among Men 
is ftill lefs. Every Man feems to be fatisfied, 
that he has enough : and nothing can be a 
greater argument of the equal Diftribution 
of any thing, than that all Men are content 
with their ihare of it. 

It is a common faying among Men of 
Letters, who have not been born to fome 
confiderable Ihare of the Goods of Fortune, 
that the World is unequally divided. They 
imagine they are the only People of Merit 
in it, and confequently think themfelves ill 
ufed that any others ihould be richer in its 
external Enjoyments. This is the Effed both 
of great Prefumption and great Ignorance ; 
Preliimption, in thinking fo highly of them- 
felves, aod Ignorance, in reckoning fo con- 
temptibly of others. If Abilities are to be 
I cflimated 
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eftimated according to their Efficacy in pro* 
moting pither our' own Happinefs, or the 
publick Welfare, which feems to be the inoft 
reafonable way of proceeding, it will not be 
found, that the ocds lie on the fide of the 
grcatcft' Wits, or the fined Underftandings. 
There is a certain plain and beaten Road of 
thinking, which we call Experience, that 
direds Men much better in the Aflairs of 
Life, than the fine and airy Schemes of cu* 
rious and fpeculative Heads : and this fort 
of Knowledge is much oftner to be met with 
among the Mercantile or Mechanick World, 
than in the Clofets of Philolbphers, He is a 
wife Man, who chufes the beft Ends, and 
difcovers the fitted Means for the accom- 
plilhment of them. Now, I think, it needs 
not much labour to prove, that as the bed 
End Men can purfue is their own Happinefs 
in conjundlion with the Good of others, fo 
this End has at all times been much more 
effectually purlued by Men of moderate Ta-^ 
Jents and good common Senfe, than by thofe 
of greater Genius and clolcr Refledion, who 
have ufually too many things in view, and 
dart too much Game, to go (iiccelsfully upon 
?ny one Scent, 

Besides, fince we know not how great 
Mens Abilities may be till they are tried, 
how can we know that thofe who have never 
had leilure to apply themfelves to fcientific 
Difcovcries, might not have made as great 
Advances in them as apy others, had they 
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ever made the Experiment ? A Proficiency 
in Science or Literature, is not the only true 
Touchftone of a Man's Capacity^ Domcftick 
Affairs, ' Trade and Commerce, require as 
much Pradence and Sagacity, in order to 
their right Management, as it does Thought 
or Invention, to trace the Nature of Things, 
or compofe fbme elaborate DifTertation on 
a Point of abftra<% Knowledge, or critical 
Learning. And if the Ufe to which Talents 
of any kind are applied, be of any moment 
in the Value of him to whom they belong, 
they who employ them in fuch uieful and 
honed Occupations, feem to have a much 
fairer Title to our Efteem, than fuch as are 
wholly taken up in contemplative Exercifes, 
where all that is gained lerves only to gratify 
a vain Curiofity , or a luxurious Imagination, 
i T is true, there are feveral Parts of Learn- 
ing which render Men exceeding ufeful and * 
profitable Members of Society, and which it 
is neceflary for the publick Good, that fbme 
Men fhoqld be eminently skilled in. But 
what then ? Is that an Argument, that they 
who excel in fuch Arts fhould look down 
with difdain upon other Members of the So- 
ciety, equally ufeful and neceffary as them* 
felves ; and this only becauic they want fbme 
of thofe Qualifications which it neither is 
poflible, nor would be convenient, that all 
ihould be equal Sharers in ? This is fbme* 
thing like the Contefl between the Belly and 
the other Members of the Human Body, in 

the 
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the famous Apologue, by the dextrous Ap- 
plication of which Menenius Agrippa al- 
layed that terrible Sedition in the Roman 
State, when the People retired to the Mons 
Sacer. Far lels reafonable then is it, or be- 
coming in thofe who have only acquired the 
Knowledge of Arts which ferve for nothing 
but Curiofity and Amufement, to aflume to 
themfelves a luperior Air, and cry out Apdge 
Vulgus ! to the reft of Mankind. 

Since the Temper and Difpofitions of 
Men are fo extremely various ; fince thefe 
are fo apt to biais and prejudice u$ in our 
Inquiries after Truth ; fince Objeds appear 
fo differently to different Minds 5 fince it 
is owned almoft impofliblc that the lame 
Reafon (hould make the lame Impreflion on 
every Underftanding ; and fince the Adepts 
in ^11 kinds of Science are every day making 
new Difcoveries, and rcjeding Opinions they 
formerly held for certain and demonftrative : 
In a word, fince forae or every ^e of thefe 
Difficulties occur, more or lels, in the way 
to true and real Knowledge, it leemS our 
wileft and fafeft courfe to be lels pofitive and 
dogmatical in our Decifions, and to put an 
end to thofe empty Wranglings and Dilputes 
which have fo long plagued Mankind, made 
Bigotry . a Science, and Perlecution a De- 
monllration. Even fome who difclaim all 
Bigotry, and cry out mofl: againfl: Rellraints 
on the Reafon and Judgment of Mankind* 
can upon occafion Ihew themfelves as opi- 

nionative 
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nioaative and obftidate in the defenfe of their 
Tenets as the moft. Orthodox of their Neigh- 
bours. And tho we have new Syftems of 
Infidelity almoft every Year, yet the prelent 
Scheme is always (lri<% Demonftration ; and 
all Gainfayers are a Set of defigning Hypo- 
crites, or hot-brain'd Enthufiafts, who have 
not the lead Claim either to common Ho- 
nefty, or common Senfe. You are defired 
indeed to think with all Freedom ; but pray, 
let not this be undcrftood to extend towards 
what thofe Gentlemen call Free-thinking ; 
that is a hitherto Jhalt thou come^ , and no 
farther. Every one who fhall dare to at- 
tack that fhall find, that Zeal and Reproach, 
Wrath and Perlecution, are not confined to 
one fide of the Queftion, but may iddifferent* 
ly (erve to promote the Caule of either Tyran- 
ny or Liberty, of Ignorance or Knowledge. 

And after all, what ihould we gain on a 
iuppofition of the Truth of any H>f thofe 
Schemes which have been propagated witb 
ft) much Induftry, and with fo much Pro- 
fufion of falfe Learning, and unfeigned Zeal ? 
Why truly the valuable Privilege of knowing 
ourlelvcs to be very unhappy ; and we might 
fay, as Mr. Trior docs, in his Ode to the 
late Earl of Halifax y 

If we fee right, we fee our Woes : 
Then what avails it to have Eyes ? 

From Ignorance our Comfort flows ; 
And Sorrow from our being wife^ 

These 
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These have been, aod ever will t^ the 
Effeds of Mens over-valuing themfclvcs oii 
account of their great Knowledge, and being 
pertinacious in defenfe of their Opinions* 
Authority flows from Efteem, as Power from 
Dominion ; fb that when once a Man comes 
to get an immoderate conceit of himfelf, he 
will as naturally exped:> that others ihould 
(iibmit to his Judgment, as one who has a 
confiderable Stake in his Country does to 
have a Seat in ParUament, and fome Influence 
on the Adminidration of the publick AfiairsL 
And how much this tentls to weaken oar 
good Difpofitions, and make us breathe a 
contentious and tyrannical Spirit in all our 
Dealings with one another, I think has been 
fufliciently fliewn already, and will be very 
obvious to Men of Senfe and Refledibn. 

I WILL clofe with this Angle (%ierTa« 
tion : Where Learning xnccts with a bene- 
volent Pifpofition, which has been early 
under the culture of Humanity and good 
Breeding, it fets off every other Accom* 
pliihment with douUe advantage. But if 
on the other hand it happens to h\\ upon 
Jiony Ground^ it only renders the Soil hard* 
er and coarfer, and poduces Thorns ^ where 
Nature only intended inofienfivc Weeds. 
In the one Cafe it makes quiet honeft Men, 
or elfe generous and undaunted Patriots ; 
and in the other, either a Generation oi 
ftupid Tedants^ or npify and in^ertinent 

Sciolifts. 
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Sctolifts. It has improved many good T^n- 
pers, bat (eldom, if ever, mended a bad one. 

I am^ SIRy rours^ &c 

H1BERNICU& 



jm<:^ 






N^ 6u Saturday, May i8> 1725. 
To the Author of the l^uhlin Journal. 

Ha t$hi erunt artesy facifque imponere morevt, 
Parcere fidfjeElis^ & Mellarefuferhr. ViK. 

SIR. 

\ H E Defire of Conqucft, and 
Enlargement of Territory, feems 
to have been the governing Pat 
fion of the great Men of Anti* 
quity in all Ages, of which we have any 
Acconnts that can be depended upon. A 
Golden Jge^ an Arcadian State of pure 
Love, and perfed: Innocence, is a thing 
which never exilled but in the Imaginations 
of Poets. And all the Reafonings of Philo- 
ibphers againft fanmoderate Pamons, and ir- 
regular F^rfuirs of Objeds foreign to out 
true HapmndTSt have not been able to ex- 
ciogoifli this powerful Inclination in the Hearts 
.of thofe^ who having b^n born to Greatnels 
VoLIL IB and 
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and Empire, have looked on chemfclves as a 
fiiperior Species of Mortals^ and coniequently 
obliged CO diftinguiih tbemfelves from the 
reft of Mankind by a Courfe of AiSions 
which might beget Wonder and Aftonifliment 
HI the Minds of all below them* 

Among the Heathens a revengeful and 
implacable Diipofition was efteemed one of 
the trued Charaders of a noble and elevated 
Soul 2 And to forgive an Injury, or even not 
to repay it with the moft exemplary Ven- 
geance, the greateft degree of Bafenefs and 
Pufillanimity. Courage was the Quality, 
which beyond all others entitled the PofTeflor 
to true Glory. Fame, Command, and Dig* 
nity were in a manner appropriated to it. 
And Eloquence, with the otner Arts of 
Peace, ho v^ ever cultivated in States which 
were already grown great and powerful, yet 
even there were accounted no more than fe- 
condary AccomplilhmentSii But in all new* 
formed and ilfing Societies theywere totally 
n^leded, and ibmetimes the Study and 
Pra<9:ice of them exprcflv prohibited, as cri* 
minal and dangerous to the State. 

Christianity came into the World on 
purpofe to teach Men a purer and more refl^ 
ned Morality, than they had been yet ac« 
quainted with. The forgiveneis of Injuries 
is a Precept almoft peculiar to it;, and the 
Arguments for a fincere and ^cAiver(al Bene^ 
volence are placed in the ftrongcA I^^ht, and 
enforced by th? mcrfl powerful Motiv$& 

^ It 
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It doe$ -hot however appear, that all the 
Frofeflors of this divine and acniable Dodrioe 
fully uDderflood the Nature and Compais of 
its Pi^ecepts. They indeed ftrongly inculca* 
€ed the JDuties of Meii^ in common Life, and 
iheWed how* ioconfiftent Wrath and Refent^ 
ment between private Perfons were with the 
Chriftian Profeffion. The Cruelty and Bar- 
barity of the Spe<Sacies in the Roman Amphi* 
theatres had filled their Minds with a juft Ab- 
horrence of fiich unnatural and wicked Pra(fli* 
ces, Afld. to decide Controvcrfics by 5D&e/^ 
oxJmgkComifiit^ was ^ ways held by them 
43 unlawful a«d imclu^^ But with. relped: 

^ publick Matters, they had not the uune 
good and; juft Notions. The Wars, which 
their, l^perors 9nderi:ook either: for the lake 
of Glory,, iqt tl^ ^jlafgiqafkcpt of the Rovum 
Dpnainion^. were ueT^'condemned by thenk 
On thei/«^?wy> they.^prf ved for the Si;o^ 
ceis of thoij^ cfu4 anffuqluft Enterpriz^^ and 
aoiinMe^ e^^b other to contribute to the De- 
ftncM^ja an4 Slavery^ of their poor Neigl^^^ 
bpurs. ,whp wer0 en(kav4^i^ip2 to free tbepsh 
felves fi;o(Q tbeUiufptiUtipii^ anp Oppre(iioh of 
a Socceflkwof jthe gtei^fl; Tyrants and Mf>n* 
dfcsf tligt,eyer HeayeD,. in its Anger, had feni: 
fetfb fos ;tbe;fpuniihm^t of Mankind^ To 
ihed ^ fipglc Perlba^s BJbod was held a great 
m\ danmabk Sia ; but to lay w^e Kingdo|ns« 
andexthpa^oNatioiis^ to gfat^y the brutal 
Pride.^4 BadMurity^of 4n loK^erial Murderer, 
was ii<>t only ijmocent, but laudable and me- 
^ z ritorious. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ji HiBERNicus'j Letters. 

fitortotts. And to the icandal of the Chriftiai 
Name, there are yet Monuments upon Re 
cord, wherein Fathers of the Church hav 
boafled of their Zeal in promoting nations 
Cruelty, at the fame time that they conden 
ned ei^ery thing contrary to Juftice and Ht 
maoity among private Peribns. 

How vain is Cuftomy and htm guilty Power ? 

Slaughter is lawful made ty the Excefs i 
Earth^s partial Lawsjuft Heaven muft needs ahh&r^ 

Which greater Crimes aUoWy and damn the lefs *. 

Our Nwthern AnCeftors, whom the Re 
mans^ in their great Civility^ werepkafedt 
term Barbarians, tho a much |ioliter Peopl 
than themfdveSi if wife Conllitutions an 
good Laws be any Aiguments of Pohltenefs 
did indeed take their rail fwing of Reveng 
on the Roman Empire for the Infolence an 
Oppreflion with whicl^ they had treated thei 
Ne^hbours and Subjeds ; and prdecuted thi 
their Revenge with a greater degree of Fur^ 
and Ravage, than is perhaps to i)c met wit 
clfewhere in Hiftory. At this time howeve 
they were all Heat^hens, and the Memory c 
the Roman Craelties and Exadions continue 
yet fteih upon their Minds. But afterwatd^ 
when they had fettled themielves id the! 
new Conouefts, they foon dKbovered mor 
native Wifdom and Goodnefi, than any wh< 
had gone before them. And upon tlieir em 
facing of Chriftianity, they (hewed, that thei 
entered farther idto die Genius and Spirit o 



Sir SVUIiamVavinant. 
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it, than their more refined PredecefTors. Tho 
they were all of a warlike Temper, yet they 
had (uch a Senfe of the Calamities and Milery 
which War brings upon Mankind, that they 
made it their ftudy to prevent it, if poffible, 
fot the fbtnre, or at leaft hinder it from 
'%ii%9 ^ ^og and fo cmelfy as it had done 
i&the former Ages of the World For this 
parpofe, they not only formed their Condi- 
tutions, (b as to preferye the Liberties of eve- 
ty particular Society from the Encroachments 
of their own Princes, but reftrainM the Power 
of Princes in fiich a manner as rendered it ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impoilible, for them 
to extend their Conquefts very far, and ered 
fuch formidable Empires as fome other Na- 
tions had done. Tne Conquefts they made 
were cantoned out into a great number of 
States and Principalities. And the Power being 
thus divided, no fingle Potentate was able to 
difturbthe publick Tranquillity, without be- 
ing fbon brought to Reafbn by his next 
Neighbours. Or if any one of them hap- 

K^ned to grow too powerful for his next 
eighbours, this ifTued in Alliances of con(i- 
der^le Numbers of them, to check an Ambi« 
tiod which threatned the Safety of them all. 

This ftems to have been the Original ' 
of what has been called of late Years the 
Ballancc ofToweVy the Prefervation of which 
has been to much the Care of all our beft and 
wifeft Princes. To it we owe, that Wars 
are now*a^days neither to long, nor fo bloody 
£ 3 as 
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as they were woilt to be in former 'AgeSt as 
every one knows who is the lead converfent 
ia HHloiry. It is.this» which has baoiihed 
falfe Notions of Glory and Renown from 
among moft Nations in Europe, and turned 
Mens Minds to Trade* Commerce, Agri- 
culture, and other honed and induftrtous 
Arts of Life. It is this* that keeps afpiring 
and ambitious Princes in awe of their Neigh* 
bours ; and not only hinders the Encroach- 
ments of Nation upon Nation, but preferves 
very often the Freedom of States within 
themfeives. For whenever a Prince grows 
abfoiate at home, it immediately ilirs up the 
Jealoufy of his Neighbours, and i^rompts 
them, from a Principle of Self prcfervatiout 
to unite againd him. 

Hence we may obferve the mutual De- 
pendence there is between this Ballance of 
^vwer among different States, and the Liber- 
ties of the People in every particular State, 
and how they tend to preferve and drengthen 
each other. Free Nations are not very fond 
of making Conqueds and Depredations on 
their Neighbours, both from a Principle of 
Frugality, ^d becaufe they well know, that 
foreign Acquifitions only ierve to aggrandize 
the Prince, and enable him, if lb inclined, 
more effcAually to make himlelf Mader of 
his People. And on the other hand, where 
the Ballance of Tower is pretty well eda- 
bliffied among the neighbouring States. Prin- 
ces are not under dich drong Temptations to 

attempt 
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attempt any thing agaioft their own People, 
having none of thofe grand De(igns to ierve 
by it, which ambitious Princes conceive upon 
cbferving the Weaknefs of their Neighbours. 
Accordingly we find, that ever fince the De- 
denfion of the Roman Empire, all the Strug- 
gles which have been made for reviving a new 
Empire in the fVeftern parts of the Worlc^ 
have proceeded from aolblute Princes, and 
the Scheme has been as often defeated by the 
Union of thofe States which enjoyed a greater 
ihare of Freedom. Charles V, Socman the 
Magnificent, Lewis XIV. Charles XII. of 
Sweden^ and Teter late Czar of Mufctrvy^ 
all fiiccellively purfued the Projed of an Uni- 
verfal Monarchy, and were all abfblute in 
their own Dominions. Nor can we conceive, 
humanly fpeaking, what could have hindered 
them from carrying their Point, had it not 
been for the early Coalition of the neighbour- 
ing States, to give a timely check to the 
Growth of their exorbitant Power. 

These Obfervations ferve to fhew the 
Juilice, and the Necelfity of entering into 
War for the Prefcrvation of the Ballance of 
^ower^ even before Hoflilities committed, 
or adud Injuries done by the Potentate 
grown too great for his Neighbours. The 
Kings of England who make any Figure in 
Hifrory, have conftantly purfued this Maxim^ 
Henry VIIL who, if he was not one of the 
beft, was certainly one of our wifeft Princes, 
by fteadUy adhering to it, not only preferved 

£ 4 his 
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his own Domimoos in Peace duriog bis whole 
Reign, but contributed modi to the Happ4- 
nefsand Tranquillity of all Europe. His re- 
nowned Dai^hteTi Queen Elizabeth, went 
in the fan^ Track, and has the Blellii^ of 
many Nations following her for it to this Day* 
And none of odr Princes have ever deviated 
from it, who were not either very weak, or 
guided by other Views than the publick Tran- 
quillity, or the Eafe, Happineis^ and Liberty 
of their own People. 

W E have a Monarch at prefent on the 
Throne, who during the whole Courfe of his 
Reign, has conftantly purfued thefe wife and 
generous Counfels. And we have reaibn 
to bleis God for a Prince of a Genius ib 
iiiited to the Intereft and Temper of the Peo«> 
pie ove; whom he is placed. His Sword is 
never drawn to icatter Wrath and Delblation 
among his harmlefs and unoffending Neigh* 
hours, but to avert thofe Calamities from 
them ally and hinder any one aQ)iringMan 
from making himfelf an univerfal Oppreflbr. 
This is indeed the way to true Glory; but It 
is not making Glory the Motive to Adion. 
War itfelf lofes all its Terrors, and becomes 
amiable, when carried on for iiich wile and 
good Purpofes. Humanity^ as well as Ju« 
nice, fandifies the taking up of Arms in 
fo virtuous a Caufe ; and every one who 
goes out to Battle, may refled with Pleafure» 
that he is not atrrying on the Caufe ofVa^ 

mty 
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nity or An^itioHy or fighting only for Lands^ 
or for Laurels \ bot that he bears in hi$ 
Hand the Intereft of his COUNTRY, 
(npports an Empire of Laws and Redbn, 
in oppofition to brntal Force and aUolnte 
Wiilt vindicates the Rights of Nations, and 
contends for the Welfare and Happinefs of 
Mankind. 

What a Pan^rick is it on the Britijh 
Nation J that they have been (b long and fb 
often not the A|:biters only, but the Defen- 
ders t>f Europe i And how ihould it animate 
them to continue (till fo, to con(ider« that 
they thereby perpetuate their own Happt* 
nete, and preferve that precious LIBeR* 
T Y, purchaled at (b much expence of Blood 
and Treafure ? The Eflbrts making at pre- 
fenty not only procure us the Blefiings of 
many neighbouring States, but tend to (e- 
cure to us our own happy Conftiturion. If 
the prefent Crifa of Affairs Ihould determine 
in a War, we have the Satisfa<9:ion to know^ 
that it is not for the fake of Rafine^ Blood-* 
fl>edy or Conqueft, but to avert thofe very 
Evils firom ourlelves, and many others. The 
antient Heroes uied to animate their Sol- 
diers, when they came to an Engagementt 
with the airy Im^nations of Vi^hry, Fame^ 
^ominion^ and Empire. Thefe are poor 
and fordid Confiderations, 4n companion of 
thofe which arm a Natioik in defence, of 
(he Injured and Opprelt The one infpire 

only 
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only a falie Bravery, the other a true and 
hcroick Virtue- BRITONS, mcthinks, 
need no other Argument to urge their Refblu* 
tion, than to fee the Navies of their Coun^ 
try ^read over the Face of the Deep, grant- 
iog Peace and Protedion to the Innocent 
and the Peaceable, and (peaking Terror and 
Defiance to the Tyrant and the Invader. 
And to fortify a Virtue raifed from iuch 
pure and noble Motives, they have only 
to imagine the Genius of the Britijh Em- 
pire adJrefling them in the Language of 
CATO, 

. Rmmher^ O my Sons, the Laws, and Rights, 
T^gcnerms Plan of Pow*r delivered dtnvn 
Prom Age to Age, iy your renowk'd Forefathers ; 
(So dearly bought, the Price offo much Blood) 
O let it never perijb in your Hands f 
Butpioufly tranfmit it to your Children. 

I am, SIR^ 

Tour very humble Servant, 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N** 62. Saturday, Jtme ^ 1J26. 

To HiB£aNica& 
D es nominis hujus honorem. H o r. 

SIR, 

[Oy have ib often obliged me in 






this way already, that I begin to 
think mylelf entitled to a Place in 
]^oar Paper, from a Right of Pre* 
icriptioD. What I now fend you, 
has a Claim to it for a much better Reaibo. 
The following Pieces are the genuine Remains 
of a reverend Gentleman, whofe Writings 
have been received with univerfal Applaufe. 
How thefe came to mils a Place in the printed 
Colledion of his Works, I know not ; but 
fore the Publick oi:^ht not to be deprived of 
them, nor any other Produdion of (b de- 
lerving and excellent a Perfon ; tho I am in- 
formed» there arc a good many other Pieces 
of the fame Hand, which have never yet feen 
the Light. 

/ ant^ S I Rf 

Tour very bumble Servant^ 

MUSOPHILUS. 

PIETY, 
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PIETY, or the VISION. 

^^Tl IV AS when the Night mOem Sable fled, 
W fPhen chearfid Morning jfnmg with rifing reL 

When Dreams a»dVap9§mkwet^ croud the Brain, 
And ieft the Vifion dram its heavenly Scene i 
Twas then, asfitmt'ring on mj Couch I lay, 
Afu^den Splendor feenfd to kindle Day^ 
A Breeze came treat hi i^ in a Jweet Perfitme, 
Bhwn from eternal Gardens^ filPd the Room ; 
And in a void of Blue J that Clouds invefi^ 
jfffea/d a Daughter of the Realms ofR^ } 
Her Head a Ring ofgolJen Glory wore^ 
Her honoured Hand the facred Volume lore^ 
Her Raimem gli flaring feem^d a Silver ff^ite. 
And all herfiueet Companions Sons of Light. 

STRAIGHT as Igasud^ mj Rar and Wonder grew^ 
Rar barred my Voice^ andWoioier fixdmyVtew i 
Wbenlo! a Cberui of the fiJnii^ Croud 
T^at faifd as Guardians in her AxAtre Cloudy 
Pond thf foft Ait;, ofid downward feernd to glide^ 
And to my Lips a living Coal applfd. 
7%en while the tf^armtb on all my Pulfes ran^ 
DiffufingOimforty thus the Maid began. 

* WHERE glorious Manpons areprepardabwt^ 

• 'the Seats ofMi^k^ and the Seats ofLove^ 
^Thence I defcendy and PIETY my Name, 

• To warm thy Bojbm with celefiial Ftame^ 

• To teach thee Praifes mix^d with humble Prayers ^ 

• And tune thy Soul to fing Seraphic Airs* 

• Be thou my Bard** A Viol here fie caught, 
{An Anger s Hand the Cryftal Viol brought) 
And as with awful Sound the Word was faid. 
She pour'd a facred VnEiion on my Head; 
Then thusprpceeded: • Be thy Mufe thy Zeal, 

• Dare to be good^ and all my Joys reveal* 

♦ While 
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While otier Penc^ flatiriug Forms cnau^ 
Andpaim the gaudy Plumes that deck tie Great } 
White other Pens exah the vain Delight^ 
Wbofe wakeful Revel wakes the defth of Night.; 
Or ethers fiftlyfiag in idle Lines 
Hew Damon courts^ er Amaryllis finrns ; 
More wifely tkeufeleB a Theme Divine^ 
Fame is ^r Recemfence, kut Heav'n is thine. 

* DESPISE the R/^tuns ef difcerded Rre, 
Where Wine, or Paffion^ &r Afflaufe irfpire 
Low reftlefs Life, emd Ravings bom of Earthy 
Whofe meaner Stdjelis ffedk their bwnhle Birth, ' 
Like working Seas, that, when hud Winters hhw^ 
Not made for rijing, only rage bekw. 

ASne is a warm Mdyet a lamiem Heat, 

More lofting fiill, as more imenftly great, 

Pr4iduc*dv£erePrafr,gndPraife,mtd Pteajure breathe^ 

And ever mmmeing whence it pot beneath. 

Ikfaim th^ Love, that hov\ing aver Beds, 

from glittering Pinions guilty Pleafurejbeds ; 

Reftore the Colour to the golden Mines 

With which behind the feather d Idoljbines ; 

To fMry Greens give bad, their native Care, 

7%e Rpfe and Lily, never his to wear; 

To fweet Arabizfend the balmy Breath i 

Strip the fair Fl^k, and call the Phantom, Death ( 

His Bow be fabled oW, his Shaft the fame. 

And fork and foint them xvith eternal Flame. 

* BUT urge thy Powers, thine utmoft Voice aduanee. 
Make theloud Strings i^ainfttkf Fingers dance i 
^is Love that Angfm frinfe, and Men adore, 

^Tis Love Divine that asks it all and more. 
Fling back the Gates of ever-^laxJt^ Day^ 
Pour Floods of U^uid Light to gild thelVay; 
And all in Glory wraft, thro Paths untrod 
Purjue the great tatfeenDefcem of GOD» 
Hail the n^kVirgin^ bid the Child appear^ 
The Child is GOD, andcaUhim JESUS here. 
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* tie comes^. but where tore/i? A Manger mgh^ 

* Make the Great Being in a Manger lie ; 

* . Fill the wideSi^ xvith Angels on the ff^ng^ 

* Make tboufdnds gaze^ andm/iketenthoufandjing; 

* Let Men affliSi him^ Menhe cameto fave^ 

* And it ill affliSl him till be reach the Grave i 

* Make him refignd^ his Loads of Sorrom meet, * 

* And me^ like Mary, v)eef beneath his Feet ,• 

* ru bathe mjTreffesthere^ ny Praytrs rehearfe^ * 

* And glide in Flames of Love ahngtby Verje. 

* AH! whilelfpeak, IjeelmyBofom fwell, 

* Mf Raptures fmotber what I lo^g to tell. 

* 'Tis GOD! a prefent GOD ! thro' cleaving Ait ' 
? I fee the Throne, and fee the JES U S there ' - 

* Plac'd on tie Right. Hk jbevistbeWetmds he bore^ ^ 

* (My Fervottrs ^fi have won Urn thus before) 

* Sow pleased he looks ! M^ff^ords have reacb'd his Ear; 

* He bids the Gates unbar, and calls me near/ 

SHE ceased. Tie Cloud mwbicb fie feem'd to tread^ 
Its Curls 4if^ldedy and around her Jprrnd ; • ' 

Bright Angels waft their Wings to raife the Cloudy 
Andfweep their Ivory Lutes, and fing aloud; 
The Scene moves cff^ while all its ambient ^ 
Is turned to wondrous Mufick as theyjly; 
Andfojt thejwelling Sosmds of Mufick grow. 
And faint their Scfinefs, tiUthey faUbehw. 

MT downgfSkeptbelVarmtb ofPbaAkishokd, 
And while mj Tmughts werefettUng, thus I fpoke. 
T%ou beauteous VifMt ! on the Soul tmprefs'd. 
When mofi my Reafm wtfuld appear to reft, ^ 

^^was fure with Pencils dip in varHus Lights 
Some curkus Angel limned thy facred Sights I 
From blaTJng &ins bis radiant Gold h drew. 
White Moons the Slver gave, and Air the blue. •* 

f II mount the roving Winds expanded Wkg, 
And feek thefacred Hill, and Light to Jh^ ; 
CTis known in Jewry w//) fll mate my Urys 
Obedient to thy Sttmmns^ found with Praife. . * 

BUT 
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B UT fitll I feavy umimmi with holy Flamey 
Itahefor Truth the Flatteries of a Dream ; 
And barely wijh the wondrous Gift I hafi, 
And faintly praBife what deferves it mojl. {difplays, 

IND ULGE NT LORD ! whofe gracious Love 
Joy in the Light J and fills the Dark with Eafe ; 
Be this, to blefs my Days, no Dream of Blifs; 
Or be, to blefs the Nights, my Dreams like this. 

BACCHUS. 

21 S Bacchus ranging at his leifure 
-^ Qolly Bacchusi King ofTleafure !) 
Charmed the wide World with T>rink and 
And ail bis thoujand airy Fancies, Ranees, 
Mas ! he quite forgot the while 
His favVtte Vines in Lesbos IJle. 

THE God, returning ere they dy^d. 
Ah! fee my jolly ^zxoi^, he erf d. 
The Leaves but hardly bom and red. 
And the bare Arms for Tity Jpread : 
The Beajis afford a rich Manure ; 
Fly^ my Boys, to bring the Cure ; 
Vp the Mountains, o'er the Vaks, 
Thro* the Woods, and down the 'Dales ; 
for this, if fitll the Chfter grow. 
Tour Bowls Jhall doub^ overflow. 

SO cheated, with more officious Haft e 
They bring the 'Dung ofev^ry Beaft ; 
The Loais they wheel, the Roots they bear, 
77)ey l^y the rich Manure with Care .; 
Whik oft he calls to Labour hard. 

And names as oft the red Reward, 
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THE Tlants refrejt^d,new Leaves appear. 
The thickening Clufters load the Tear ; 
The Seajbn Jwiftly fur Pie grew. 
The Grapes hung dangling deep with blue. 

A VlNETAR'Drife, a'Daj ferene 
Now calls them all to work again. 
The Faoos thro^ every Furrow fljoot 
To load their Flaskets with the Fruit * 
And now the Vintage earfy trod, * 

The fVines invite the jovial God. 

STROfF the Rofes, raife the Song, 
See the Mafter comes along ; 
Lufty Revel joined with Laughter* 
Whim and Frolick follow after : 
The Faoos ajtde the Vats remain 
Tofhow the fVorky and reap the Gain. 

AL L around, and all around 
They Jit to riot on the Ground ; 
A Vejfelftands amidji the Ring, 
And here they laugh, and there they fmg \ 
Or rife a jolly jelly Band, 
And dance about it Hand in Hand ; 
'Dance about, and Jhout amain. 
Then Jit to laugh, andjing again. 
Thus they drink, and thus they flay 
The Sun, and all their Wits away. 

£VT, as an antient Authtfr Jitng, 
The Vine, manut'd with €<i^ry Dung, 
From ev'fy Creatureftrangefy drew 
A Twang of brutal Nature too ; 
^Twas hence in drinking on the Lawns 
New Turns of Humours feis^d the Faons. 

3 HERE 



Digitized by 



Google 



H f B E B. N I c u s 5 Letters. 6^ 

•HE R E me was crying out, by Jove | 
Another, Fight me in the Grove ; 
This wounds a Friend^ and that the Trees ; 
The Lion's Temper reign* d in thefe. 

A NO THER grins, and leaps about ^ 
And keeps a merry fVorld ofRmt, 
And talks impertinent^ free. 
And twenty talk the fame as he ; 
Chattering, airy, idle Kind : 
Thefe take the Monkey Turn of Mind. 

HERE one, that faw the Nymphs which 
To peep upon them from the Wood, (.food. 
Steals off to try if any Maid 
Be lagging late beneath the Shade : 
While loofe Difcourfe another raifes 
In naked Nature* s plaineji Thrafes, 
Andev*ry Glafs he drinks enjoy s^ 
With change ofNonfenfe, Luft, and Noife ; 
Mad and carekfs, hot and vain : 
Such as thefe the Goat retain. 

ANOTHER drinks and cafts it up. 
And drinks, and wants another Cup % 
Solemn, filenty and fedate. 
Ever long.^ and ever late. 
Full of Meats, and full of Wine : 
This takes his Temper from the Swine. 

HE R E fome who hardly feem to breathe, 
'Drink, and hang the Jaw beneath. 
Gaffing, tender, apt to weep : 
Their Nature*s alter*d by the Sheen, 

*TWA S thus one Autumn all the Crew 
{Tfwhat the Poets fay be true) 

Vol. IF. F While 
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fFhile Bacchus made the merry Feafty 
Inclined to one^ or other Beaji : 
And fince^ ^tis faid, for many a Mile 
He J^read the Vines of Lesbos IJle. 



N^ 63. Saturday, June iiy 1725. 

To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 

Accedat hue fuavitas quadam ofortet fermonum, at^ 
ntorum, haudquaquam mediocre condimentum ami^ 
citia. T IT L X.. 

SIR, 

H E Art of pleafing in Convert* 
tion, as ic is one of the mod dif- 
ficultly acquired, fo is it one of the 
ufcfullefl: Accompliihments a Man 
can be matter of. It is our Duty 
9S well as Intereft to aim at rendering ourfelves 
agreeable to other Men. And tho i^ is in 
Converfation that Men have the greateft Op- 
portunities of becoming {6\ yet there we com* 
monly find the greateft and mofl: ihameful 
Inftances of their making themfelves other- 
wife ; there being no part of Life which has 
produced more Heart4)urnings, Animofities, 
and Difienfioiis among Men than this^ which, 
according to the Intention of Nature, and 
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under right Management, is capable of pro- 
curing us fo much Eafe andSatisfadion. 

N o doubt but there may be, and are Rules 
^hich may be of great ufe for regulating our 
Condud^ in this Particular. But it \^ extreme* 
ly difficult, if not impoflible, to cftablilh any 
fo general, as to reach all the Cafes which 
may happen ; and at the fame time fo plain, 
as to make the Application of them eafy 
on any Emergericy. The Humours of Men 
are fiibjeiSto toojmuch Variety, to be brought 
under any one Method whereby we may 
adapt ourfelves to them ; and thefe Humours 
operate fo differently, according to the diffe- 
rent Circumftances of Times, Places, and 
Pcrfbns, that it mufl be left to every Man's 
own Prudence and Obfervation how to be- 
have in a multitude of Cafes. 

This however ought not to dilcourage us 
from endeavouring to lay down Rules for our 
Behaviour in a Matter of fb much Importance 
to us. Tho we cannot provide againfl^every 
Accident which may happen in Converfatiout 
yet we may againft fome of the mofl confi- 
derable. However out of our power it may 
be to pleafe every one with wnom we con- 
vcrfc, one would think it fhould not be hard 
to avoid the Error of difpleafing. To know 
all things requifite is perhaps the privilege of 
BO Man ; but few are ignorant of fiich as are 
dangerouSi The way to Truth and Right is 
but one, while Errors and Miflakes are in- 
numerable. The greateft degree of Pcrfedion 

F 2 there- 
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therefore we can hope for in moft human 
Adions is, that they fliall not be hurtful : 
and confequently the beft way of teaching 
Men their duty in fiich Cafes is, inflead of 
laying down pofirive Rules and Axioms, to 
point out fome of the moft dangerous and 
criminal Miflakes, which they are apt to fall 
into ; it being much eaficr for the moft part 
to dilcover wherein we do amifs, than to 
aflign after what manner We may demean 
ourTelves perfedly right. 

The greateft and commoneft Weaknefs 
Men carry into company with them is mea- 
luring all Reafon by their own ; which is 
not only an Incroachmeiit on the common 
Right of Mankind, but defeats every End | 
a Man can propofe by converfing with others. 
For it difcovers too much Pride and Arro- 
gance, to gain the good- will of the Compa* 
ny, and makes a Man too fufficient to re- 
ceive any improvement from them ; nothing 
being fb liktly to keep a Man from Know- 
ledge and Wiidom, as thinking he has them 
already ; agreeable to the Nature of all Con- 
tentment, which conftantly ftifles the Defire 
of any more Riches. And fince thefe two 
are the only Advantages any reafbnable Man 
can exped from Converfation, whoever would 
be true to himfelf, ought to banifh, if poffi- 
ble, a Oilpofition fo little adapted to le^ 
ceive them. 

Neas. 
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Near akin to this Infirmity is (he pe- 
dantick Humour of defpifing all Subjeds of 
Converfation ' but what are agreeable to 
our own turn of thinking, and wherein we 
have fpent much Time and Study. A Law- 
yer of this Call is eternally for putting of 
Ca^, and thinks his Time loft in any Com* 
pany, wherein the Difcourfe turns not upon 
the Laws of the Land. A Phyfician will 
never be eafy till he has talked the whole 
Company iick, upon his darling and only 
ufefiil Topick of Health. The Mathema- 
tician expects Demonftration for every thing 
laid, and reckons them a fet of very fuper- 
ficial Fellows who can pais an Evening toge- 
ther without talking of fomcthing of which 
they may be abfolutely certain. The Gen- 
tlemen of ih^ Belles Lettres look on all 
Converfation as dull and infipid, which does 
not relate to the Refinement of Tafte, and 
Propriety of Speaking or Writing ;. as if the 
only End of Letters were to arrive at a Per- 
fec^ioQ in ufing them. And on the other 
haiK), the Philolbpher imagines every thing 
uiete^ and trifling, which does not clear up 
feme general Propofition, or eftablifh a fa- 
Toorite Notion ; and makes the whole Bu- 
finefsand Pleafure of Life to confift in rea- 
fooing and difcourfing about it. AH People 
crftbis Complexion are too particular to give, 
aod too delicate to receive Pleafure in com- 
mon Converfation. They pretend to be too 
Dach reiifled beyond others^ to. participate 

F 3 in 
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in their Satisfadioos ; and are no more fit to 
come into mixt Company, than Ipknetick 
People into the open Air. Thfey exped: too 
much from Society, and fb cannot fail of 
being difappointed when they come into it. . 
And as all Difappointments create Chagrin, 
and Chagrin is ever infedious, it is no won- 
der that Perfbns (b nice and tender fhouid 
render themfelves generally difagreeable to 
thofe with whom they converle. 

If Men confult either their own Eafe, or 
the Satisfadion of their Company, they will 
find it neceflary to yield to the prevailing 
Humour, whenever it is innocent ; and join 
in Difcourfe, without refleding feverely on 
its Ufefblnefs or Importance. It is much 
more important to comply with a Company 
in things indifferent, and thereby preierve 
their good Humour, than to interrupt their 
(hearAil and friendly, tho perhaps trifling 
Converfation, under pretence of informing 
their Judgment, and improving their Minds. 
Befides that it is an Argument of a great as 
well as good Mind, that it can accommodate 
itfelf to a variety of Circumftances, and ei* 
ther bend, or relax itfelf as there is occafion. 
Such a Difpofition will make a Man eafy 
and acceptable in all Companies, and enable 
him to araw both Entertaiimient and In- 
ilrudion from the Difcourfes of honeft un- 
learned Mdn, as well as from thole of greater 
Knowledge and Underftanding ; whereas a 
falfe Delicapy expofes a Mai) tp more Unea- 

fineis 
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fintis than Natare ever meant him, and de- 
prives him of a thouland Advantages and 
Pleafures in Society, which Minds lefe em- 
barafTed arc open to receive. And tho to 
Men of Genius and Speculation it may feem 
low to difcourfe upon common Affairs, yet 
it enlarges our Knowledge much more than 
reafoning upon general Principles, and the 
Nature of Things, where every Inquiry en- 
groflcs our whole thoughts, and (huts every 
thing elfe out of our Minds. And if we 
compare the two with a view to the ten- 
dency each has, either to enlarge our Bene- 
volence and Regard for our Company, or to 
leflen our overweening Conceit of out 
felves ; I fanfy there will be little occadon 
to di(pute on which (ide the Advantage lies : 
the ulual Effeds of the one being a tenacious 
Struggle for Viiflory, a high Efteem of our 
own fuperior Underflanding, and a flrong 
Contempt of our Antagbnifts, not to men- 
tion the Clamour, and fometimes Quarrels 
which are apt to ftart up when People are in 
foil cry of an Argument ; while the other, if 
it does no great Good, is ieldom attended 
with much Hurt, which, in the prefent Cir- 
cumftances of human Affairs, is the befl that 
can be faid of mod things. 

A HO T HE R Error in Cpnverfation,);vhichhas 
produced many ill Confequences, and feldom 
fails to put Company into diforder, is the 
buffooning Humour of running into cx- 
ceflive Strains of Mirth and Plea&ntry. 

F 4 This 
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This in fome proceeds from a miflakien Na- 
tion of pleafmg. They find Laughter to b* 
aa agreeable Senfation chemfelves, and lb are 
\villing to communicate the Pleafare to o« 
thers^ But it is very certain, that as Peo- 
ple feldom laugh wheQ they are mod pleafed, 
10 they are not always well pleafed when 
they laugh moft. For this r?afon boiftrous 
Mirth is conftantly look*d upon as Clow- 
nifhnefs and Rufticity in all civil and well- 
bred Companies. However, tbo it feems to 
be pretty much agreed, that the violent 
Agitation itfelf is indecent and unmannerly, 
yet there has not been due care taken to 
baniih put of Converfation that which ex- 
cites it. For Satire and Ridicule, which arc 
the main Provocatives to Laughter, ftill 
keep their ground among us, and are rec- 
koned the chief £mt)elliihments of Dilcourfe 
by ail who aim at the Character of Wits. 

He mud have had little Acquaintance 
with Mankind, who fees not how pernicious 
tfai^ petulant Humour has been. And if we 
reflect on the Principle it proceeds from, we 
mud conclude it an immoral, and unmanly 
thing to indulge it. Want <)f Reverence 
to\$rard5 one another is the firft Inlet to e- 
very thing unfbcjable ; and no Man c^o 
ridicule another without failing in point of 
Reverence. Add to this, that in ridiculing 
|iny Perfon, we always make a Comparifon 
betweep his We^kqefs and out own St^- 
riority, and copfequewly express Prid? and 
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Ill-Bature ac ooce ; which two things render 
a Man very difagreeable to all he converfes 
with. 

Whoever dcfircs to conciliate the Good- 
wiU and Efteem of Mankind, mud endea«> 
vour to weed this out of his Converfatioa 
as much as po(nt>le. Tho it pafles now 
under the modeft and plaufible Name of 
Raillery, yet every body knows, that it 
was originally Railing, which becaufe no 
body would take without Blows, Men of 
more Wit than Courage made this Improve- 
ment upon it, the more ef{e<Sfcually to hurt 
others^ and fecure themfelves. The Injury 
therefore is now the greater, as it^s nK)re 
artfully concealed; and confequently thofe 
that find themfelves idjur'd will conceive the 
greater and keener Refencment of it, and 
look about for the furefl: and filenteft Me- 
thods of Revenge. The moft benevolent 
and honeft Dilpofitions will fooneft take fire 
upon Occafions of this nature, nothing bet- 
ing ib grievous to them as to be leffened in 
the Efteem of thole they love, and no 
People being, more expoled than they to 
fuch Inliilts ; their Blemiflies refembling the 
Scars of a beautiful Face, which are always 
more remarkable than the regular Features, 
and the conftant Marks that Fools and en- 
vious People take of them : whereas Cha- 
ncers altogether vitious, and Faces in* 
tirely deformed, generally have the good 

luck 
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luck to pafs without being taken fuch par* 
ticular notice of. 

I AM very far from thinking that all Wit 
mid Mirth ought to be baniihed from Con-* 
verfation. What I have iaid only condemns 
the pradice of carrying it on till it becomes 
offenfive to Company ; which he muft be a 
very weak Man who does not know when 
it is ^o, and a very ill one, if when he does 
know it, he neverthelefs perfifts in it. To 
give pain to our Fellow-Creatures, in order 
to procure any advantage to ourfelves, is 
allowed to be criminal by every body ; but 
certainly it is much more fo, to do it when 
we can propof^ qo End ac all by it. . And 
thole who indulge themfelves in fuch an ill- 
natured Luxury, however they may ima- 
gine they pleafc a Company, becaule they 
make them laugh, will always be regarded 
by wife Men as a very wortnlefe and infig- 
iiificant Set of People, for any other pur- 
pofe than to be play'd off upon occanpn, 
and to blurt out things, which tho di^reet 
Peribns may be fbmetimes fond of hearing, 
yet they do not care for faying themfelves. 

When Men meet together ixom a Spirit 
of Benevolence and true good Humour, and 
not with a defign to diftinguifh themfelves 
as Wits or Thilo/ophers^ they will find 
iuch a Gladnefs growing up in their Hearts 
upon the fight of their Friends and Acquaint- 
ance, as will fupprels every Motion that can^ 

hinde? 
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binder what the Scripture elegantly calls 
preferring one another in love. They will 
mutually participate in each others Grati- 
fications ; and inilead of turning their 
Thoughts to remark on the falie Pleafures of 
' others, keep up a Dilbofitioo for receiving^ 
true Pleafures themfelves : which familiar 
and eafy Converlation about the common 
Incidents and Occurrences of Life is much 
fitter to incite, than either contentious Dif* 
putes, or infipid Raillery. Without culti- 
vating fuch a Temper, and endeavouring to 
preferve a conilant Sweetnefs and Decency 
of Behaviour, it is impolfible to preferve 
Friendfhip and mutual Efleem ; and without 
fome d^ree of both of thcie, all Conver- 
fation mufl either be taflelefs, or troublefbme 
andiineafy* 

I am, SI R, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICOS. 
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N° 64. Saturday, June 18, 1725. 

7(7 HiBERNICUS. 

Rura mibi^ & figiu placeam in vdlibns amnes ••% 
Flumina amm^fylvafque^ inglorius. - " V i R g. 

S I Ry 

HAVE often admired^ that du^ 
ring the Courfe of your Papers 
you have pever ouce drawn any 
part of your Entestainment from 
the Country, but on the contrary 
intirely negleded that Scene of Life, which is 
not only the moft natural to human Kind, 
but affords the faireft and largeft Field for the 
Imagination of a Writer to cxercife itfelf in. 

To make a Panegyric on Retirement, 
or form a Comparifon betwixt a Life Ipent 
amidft the Noife, Hurry and Impertinence of 
the Bufinefe and Pleafures of the Town, and 
the innocent Enjoyments and Tranquillity 
ofa Country Life, would be a very idle, as 
well as needlefs Performance. The Poets 
and Philofophers have in all Ages exerted 
themielves on this SubjeiS ; and all the Gra- 
ces of Language and Defcription have been 
employed in adorning, and fetting it out to 
I the 
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the utmofl: advaotage. Befides, that the End 
moft Men propose co tbemfelves, by all the 
Care and Induftry of their Lives, being one 
day or other to make their Retreat into 
fbme quiet, peaceable Abode, it is an Ac- 
knowledgment chat this State of Life is the 
moft agreeable to undebaached Nature, and 
yields the pureft and moft uninterrupted Fe- 
licity. 

Indeed if we conluk the Eafe either of 
the Mind or the Body, we ihall find this 
Scene the propereft for the Enjoyment of 
both. The Variety of beautiful Landskips 
around us, and gay gilded Prolpeds rifmg 
above them ; the Magnificence and Gran- 
dure of the Works of Nature, which we are 
not diverted from attending to by a multi- 
tude of trifling Amulements; the fweetnefs of 
the Air ; the fragrance of Flowers ; the ver- 
dure of Plants ; the cleannefs and pleaiant- 
nelsofFood; the agreeablenefs of Exercife; 
but above all, an exemption from Care and . 
Anxiety : Thefe Particulars, I fay, all con^ 
curring, ieem the moft effedual for promo* 
ting TOth Health and Contemplation, the 
Enjoyment of the fincft fenfible, as well as 
rational Pleafiires, and thereby the greateft 
Eafe and Happinefs both of Body and Mind 

I F then thde Pleafiires be ib pleafing both 
to Senfe and Imagination, it is certain, that 
refleding on them muft give the Mind a large 
Source of Satisfaction and Delight; and^on- 
fequently that a good Writer xmk find them ^ 

Sub- 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 HiBBKTHicv s's Letters. 

Sabje<a moft worthy his Regard cither for Ufe . 
or Entertaioment. On this account no doubt 
it was that the famous Britijh Sj>e£fator 
thought fit to retire into the Country for a 
whole Month together^ and make it the 
Scene of feveral of his Speculations. And 
I believe, there arc few that have perused 
thoie beautiful Papers, who do not find a more 
delicate Pleafiire from reading the little Affiiirs 
which happened during that time at Coverly^ 
Hall^ than in the livelieft Delcriptions of 
the gay Impertinences, and frolickfom Ad- 
ventures of London and Weftmtnjier. In 
the one we havea ReprefentationofThings 
which are natural, ana confequently agree* 
able to our firft and genuine Conceptions ; 
while the Entertainment of the other chiefly 
confifls in flripping Life of thole innumera- 
ble Diiguiies under which it has been hid, 
either by the Cunning or Affedation of thofc 
\vho call themfelves the polite and fafhion- 
able Part of Mankind. This lafl may indeed 
be efleemed a more nice and exa<% Knowledge 
of the World ; but I am fure, the former is 
the more generous and extenfive, and as 
much to be preferred beyond it, as the Qua- 
lifications requifite to the writing oiTaradi/e 
Lojt^ are to any which can be fuppofed to 
have met in the production of the Tale of a 
Tub. 

A s it is ufual about this time of the Year 
for People of Leifure and Tafte to retire from 
the Bufineis and Fatigue of the Town, to en- 
joy 
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joy the Pleafiire of good Air, quiet Scenes^ 
and iDoocent Diverfioos in the Countryt me- 
thinks you weekly Writers (hould tranlport 
your felves with the Company, and make 
thofe of your Readers who cannot get from 
the Noife and Buftle of the City, partake in 
Imagination in the pureft and mod natural 
Pleaftires of Life. You cannot but be fenfi* 
ble, that the bcft Authors have indulged 
thenafclves mod in thele eafy Gratifications ; 
and I am confident, the beft Company will 
loon grow languid and tirefbm without them ; 
fince no Man can be an agreeable Companion 
toothers, who is incapable of being fo to him- 
fel£ . 

I KNOW it may be objected, that this 
Subjed is already exhaufted, and that no- 
thing new can be faid after all thofe raptu- 
rous Strains of Deicription and Ornament 
which the. Poets of Four Thoufand Years 
have lavifhed out upon it. M. JV. Evremond 
(ays. That no modern Writer fhould attempt 
to defcribe any of the ftill Beauties of Nature, 
which being always the fame, cannot be bet« 
. ter reprefented than the Antients have already 
done ; and that Mens Paflions and Humours 
are the only Things which admit of an end- 
lefs Variety, and confequently the only Sub- 
je<ft we can write upon without being Tla- 
giartes. But with all due deference to fo fine 
a Writer, this appears to me to be very weak 
reafoning. For if the Humours and Paffions 
of Men are fo infinitely various, their Re- 

fled;ions 
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iledioQS mufi be fo too ; and they will ima- 
gine Things in an equal Variety of difiefenc 
Lights, and thereby give them an a^^earancc 
of Novelty as effeftually as if the OfcgedfcB 
themfelves had it in reality. If this were 
not fo, it is* fcarce poflible to conceive but 
that the Vein of Poetry nwft have been dried 
up longfince; and Mdfes, ox Horner^ beca 
the lad that ihould have deferibed any of the 
Beauties of Nature. For it n certain, that 
their Defcriptions are both juft and beautifid ; 
and yet we have had juft aod beautiful De<» 
faiptions of the fame Thicks fince, which by 
being fet in a new and dmtxtxA Li^, have 
given us all the pleafiire of Novelty, without 
the abftirdity of liippofing any change or alte- 
ration in the Things themfelves. 

B u T tho it ihould be allowed that the duoA 
Scenes of Nature are ail worked off already, 
and that the Plains and Meadows, the Moun^- 
tains and Valleys, the Woods, Riveiis ami 
Lakes, have drained all Invention, and reduced 
Language to too much Poverty, to albrd any 
new Erm>eUilhment$ ; yet the Char aders here 
vadmit of no Ids Variety than among that part 
of Mankind who live thicker together, and 
are engaged in a greater Diverfity of Per* 
fiiits. The Humours of People here break 
out as differently ^s they do in the Town, dio 
not in the lame manner. A certain Sobriety 
and Honefly of Behavioin: is the Charaderi- 
llic of the one, as gay Impertinence and Affecn 
tation arc of the other. Our Blind-fides only 

make 
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make us abfurd, yours become defonned and 
intolerable. Your Vices are all artfully dit 
guifed, and our Virtues clumfily dilplay'd. 
In a word, we are always what we feem, and 
you take care never to feem what you are. 

That this is the true Difference betwixt 
the Manners of the Country and the City* 
iQight be made out, I believe, from a multi- 
tude of Inftances. A tefty old Fellow With 
us, who treats his Guefts with March-Beer^ 
and Hard Words^ is with you a perverfe Va^ 
letudinarian, who imagining every body takes 
pains to teaze him, finds a pleafure in teazing 
every body: A fplenetick old Lady in Town 
divides her Time betwixt her Devotion, her 
Pride, and her 111- nature ; rails at the Vices of 
the Age in all Companies, and pradlifes none 
of the Virtues in any. In the Country fhe 
commences a Dodreis, and takes under het 
care all the fore Breads and broken Shins in 
the Neighbourhood. lU-breedirig, with us 
goes do farther than Clownilhnefs, among 
you it rifes to Infolence and Bullying. Our 
Fools are only auk ward, yours ridiculous ; 
the one carrying much Civility in the midft of 
their Rudenefs, and the other the height of 
Rudenels under the Mask of Civility. The 
Beaux of the Country can only be denotaina* 
ted fpruce Fellows, and thofe of the Town 
fantafticaL Their Miftrefles too come under 
the fame Defcription. For the one by defir- 
ing to feem no more beautiful than they are, 
become much motefo than they feem; while 

Vol. IL G the 
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the other by their Iludied Charms deftroy the 
Beauties which Nature gave them, aii4 li^e 
moil other great Conquerors, weakea their 
Eoiipire thro' an immoderate Defire of ex- 
tending their Dominion. 

As an.Inftance of the agreeable Images 
which might be railed from this Part of Ltfc^ 
I lend you the following beautilui Chara(fter» 
written above a hiindred Years ago by a 

* Gentleman no Ids remarkable for his Ac- 
compliibment% than his undeferved and un- 
fortunate End» which has caft fo great a Ble- 
mifh on the Reign it happen'd in. I defire 
it may be printed in the fame Words, and 
Spelling in which I fend it to you, that ic 
may lofe nothing of that venerable SimpHcity 
and antique Air, which to me appear among 
its greatefl: Charms. In doing this you witt 
perhaps engage me to a farther Corre%on« 
dence, if it be not diipkafing to you. 

lam, SII^ 

Tour mojihutnble Servant, 

SiLVIUS. 

A fayre and ha^^y Milke Maip, 

• T S a Cotmtry Wench, that is fo far re from 
« \^ making herfelfe beautiful by Art, Ithat 

* one Looke of hers is able to put all Face^ 

• Thy fie ke out of countenance. Shee knowes 

* Sir Thomat Oviritipy. 
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* a fayre Looke is but a dumbc Orator to 

* commetrd Vertue, therefore mmdes it non 
^ AM her ExceHeneieS ftaiid in her fo fifenfly, 

* « if they had ftoke upon her without her 

* fen<>wki%e. The Lining of* her Apparejl 
« (which is^ herfelfe) is farre better than Out- 

* fides of TifTew : for tho fliee be not atraied 

* itt the Spoyle of tfte Silke-worme, ihee is 

* dcekt in: Innocency, a far beteer Wearing* 

* She doth not, with lying long abed, fpoiJ^ 

* both her Coaplcxfoii and Conditions ; Na- 

* ture liath tftoght her, tdto immoderate Sleeps 

* is rn^ to theSmi : She riles fhdreforc with 

* Chauntivknre^ her Dames Cocke, and at 

* Night makes the Lambe her Corfew. In 
•^ miikine a Cow, and draining the Tcates 

* throng her Fingets, it leems that fo fweet 

* a Miike^Prefle makes the Milkc the whiter, 

* or (weeter ; for ne?er came Almond Glove 

* or Aroraatique Oyntment on her Palnie to 

* taint it. The golden Eares of Corn fell and 

* kific her Feet when fliee reapes them, as if 

* they wilht to be bound and led Prifbners by 

* the fame Hand that felfd them. Her Breath 
' is her owne, which fcents all the Yeere long 

* oijune^ like a new thade Hay-cocke. Shee 

* makes her Hand hardP with Labour, and her 

* Heart foft with Pitty : And when Winter- 

* Evenings fall early, fitting at her merry 

* Wheele, fliee fings a-Defiance to the giddy 
^ Wbcele of Fortune. Shee doth all things 

* with fo fweet a Grace, it fecms Ignorance 

* will not fuffer her to do III, being her Minde 
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is to do well. Shee beftowes her Yeeres 
Wages at next Faire; and in chufing her 
Garments, counts no Bravery Tth' World 
like Decency. The Garden and Bee-hive 
are all her Phyficke and Chyrurgerie, and 
ihe lives the longer for't. Shee dares goe 
alone, and unfold Sheep i' th' Night, and 
feares no manner of 111, becai^ ihe meanes 
none : Yet to (ay truth, fliee is never 
alone, for ihee is (till accompanied with 
old Songs, honefl Thoughts, and Prayers, 
but ihort ones ; yet they have their Effi* 
cacy, in that they are not pauled with 
infiiing idle Cogitations. Laftly, her 
Dreames are fo chafte, that fhe d^es tell 
them ; only a Fridaies Dreame is all her 
Superftition ; that ihe concedes for feare 
of Anger. Thus lives ihee, and all her 
Care is ihee may die in the Spring-time, 
to have (lore of Flowers (lucke upon her 
Winding-Sh?ct.' 
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N** 65. Saturday y June 25, 1725. 
To the Author of the Dublin JournaL 

A^r^ in ebfcuras humili fermone tabemaSy 

Auty (ban vitat bumum, nubes et inania captet. Hoiu 

SIRy 

lALSE Eloquence, and falfe Re- 
finements of Language, are the 
uliial Effeifts of Mens being more 
folhcitous about the Manner/ 
than the Matter of their Com- 
pofitions. By endeavouring at too many 
Excellences, they are apt to overload their 
Writings with Ornament, and lofe the De- 
cent and the Beautiful in the Monftrous and 
the Affecaed. They take greater care in the 
Colouring than the Limning of a Piece ; and 
confequently, provided it be luminous and 
glaring, are very little concerned about the 
Proportion, Harmony, or Pofitioq of the 
Figure they draw. 

As it is natural for Men who have cho- 
fen a wrong Delfign, to miicalculate the Means 
for purfuing it, or rather, fince there can be 
no regular Means for carrying on an impro- 
per or anomalous Defign, it is not fiirpri- 
fing, that where the only Intention of wri^ 

G 3 ting 
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ting has been to captivate Mens Ears, and 
not improve their Underftanding, &ch yAr* 
thors have not had Underftanding enough to 
know what would be mod pleafmg to a )o* 
dicious Ear. Words are but the Dreis of 
Thoughts ; Aptitude to their Subje<A, and 
Simplicity, are their diftinguifliing Perfec- 
tions : and they lole their Beauty and Pro- 
priety as much by a foperfluous and ftudied 
Finery y as by a fordid and" Jlavenly NegleB. 
A fuU-bottom'd Wig, or an enormous over- 
grown Hat and Feather, give juft fiich a 
ridiculous Air to the humaa Figure, that 
Fujiian and Bombajt do to a natural Sen-^ 
timent, which might have been told in eafy 
and intelligible Language. In both Caies our 
Attention is diverted from the true and na- 
tural Beauty to the faUe and artificial, and 
the Imagination confounded amidfl; the va- 
riety of incoherent ObjeSis. As we fhould 
have fome little difficulty to know the fame 
Face in a natural Head of Hair, or under a 
Night-cap, which we had formerly feen fet 
out with fuch a profufion of Finery ; fb the 
fame Thought will appear very differently, 
when exprefled in a plain agreeabfe manner, 
from what it does under the difguife of fii- 
pernumerary and unnatural Embellifhments. 
Good T aimers therefore generally chufe to 
draw Men with the Beauties which Nature 
gives them, and will not deform their Pieces 
with the Drapery of every fantaftick Mode 
which happens to prevail And ipuch more 

ihotild 



Digitized by 



Google 



Hi6ernicus'5 Letters. 87 

ihould the lame Condud be obrerved in wri- 
ting, where forced and affedted Ornaments 
are ft) much more dangerous, as having a 
tendency not only to debauch the Imagi- 
nation, but fometirties to miflead the Jui^- 
ment, and prejudice us againft Truth. 

But tho thefe Truths are pretty gene- 
rally acknowledged among all People pre- 
tending to Tafte or Difcernment, yet none 
have a(2ed more contrary to them than 
fbme Authors even in our own Language. 
We were Icarcely recovered from that 
Darknefe, common to us with all the. other' 
Nations oi EuroJ^e^ into which we had been 
involved by the Ignorance and Superftition 
of the Monks^ but we had like to have 
relapied again into Barbarity. It is true, 
the Controverfies then agitated in the 
Learned World, gave room for great Im- 
provements in Knowledge : but then thofe 
Controverfies confifted ft> much in the un- 
favelliM; of abftrufe Terms, and dark fcho-. 
laftick Notions, and were managed in (iich 
a ftiff and fpiritlels Method, as corrupted 
Mens Tafte in informing their Judgment of 
the Points in queftion. Every thing was 
wrote in Mood and Figure^ and conft- 
quently chequered with a fenfelefs uncouth 
Jargon of technical Words and barbarous 
Expreflions. This continued the prevailing 
Humour for ft)me time. And tho we gained 
ground in Knowledge, we fecmed rather to 
G 4 be 
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be going backward as to Pblitenefs, or the 
Arc of writing juftly and naturally. 

STENSER, Sir Thilif Sydney, and 
Hooker the celebrated Autl)or of the Ec^ 
clefiaftical Tollty^ fetting up the Antients 
for tlieir Models, excelled all their Cotem- 
ppraries ia Juftn^ls qf Compofitipn, and 
Propriety of ^tyle^ The two former fhew- 
fd now capable our Language was of the 
pure and genujne Graces of Poetry, without 
the affiftance of forced Tqrns of Wit, or 
pompous and fwelHng Expreffioqs. And 
the other, by a plain and unaffeded manner 
pf delivering his Thoughts on a Subjed: of 
great learning and Importance^ has given 
^ fine Pattern for the free and graceful 
management of ar^umentjitive SybjecJls, 
which may carry all the ftrength of Dcr 
monftration. without the empty Parade and 
Formality of it. 

' Tn^sp illuftrious Examples might have 
probably introduced a fpeedy and thorow 
keformation, had not the Genius of ^ 
Monarch, mighty in the Cobwebs of ca- 
fuiflical Divinity, and the Quibbles of th^ 
Schoolmen, given the Minds of his Subjects 
a diflfer^nt Turp. This was the Age of A- 
ndgrams^ Tuns^ and Acrofiicks^ A Man 
had nothing to do but mak^ one Word 
carry two gleanings, and then march be- 
tween them ihtp Prefermept. A young 
Man who had only given th^ Promife of a 
yifing Gei^ius, by making fomc notably 
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Conundrum^ was entitled to a Prebendfliip, 
as an Encouragement to improve his Part^ 
and quicken his Induflry. This Eloquence 
became even faihionable in the Pulpit ; and 
every Head of Difcoqrfc was thought unfi- 
^iihcd which did not terminate in the Point 
of an Epigram. I have feen an admirable 
Inilance of this in a Sermon of that Agt^ 
y^heretn the Preacher, after a long detail of 
the Vices and Corruptions of the Times, 
fums up the whole in the following pathe- 
tical Exclamation^ ^ jdll Houfes, lays he, 
♦ are turned Ale^houfes ; fomc Mens Tara^ 
f dife is a Tair o^ T>ice \ the holy State of 
^ Matrimony is macje Matter o^ Money. 
^ Was it thus in the Days oi NOAH'i 
^ AH NOP Whether this ingenious Gen^ 
tlpman was ever rewarded with a Bijhofricky 
I do not remember ; but if he was not, I 
am inclined to think Prefem^ents at that 
time were unequally dillributed. 

Our Language fufier^d extremely under 
thefe Gothkk Refinements ; what made the 
Mifchief ftill worfe, was the pedantick Hu- 
moqr of larding all forts of Writing with old 
Scraps of Latin^ which, together with the 
eternal Affedation of making Parallels and 
Oppofitions between every thing, mademoft 
pf the Works of that time look like fo many 
pieces of Patchwork, The fine Genius of 
Shake Jpear was not able to preferve itfelf 
^gainft the prevailing Corruption. Every 
|>ody Iqiows that he is full of Puns and 

• Quibbles. 
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Quibbles. Thcfe Blemifhcs appear Ibmetimcs 
amidft his greareft Exceilebces ; and there 
is no other way of accounting tot thcrn^ but 
his Compliance with the Humour of the Age. 
For it is hardly conceivable how a Man of lb 
noble a turn of thinking could mifs feting the 
Folly and Abfurdity of them. 

Thb next Reign produced a low and 
groveling manner of writing. The Fall- 
Sermons at Sr. Mar^afefs JVeRminJhr^ 
(bread the Infedion of low Nonftnfe over 
the whole Nation. Yet they were a pains- 
taking People who brought in this Way, add 
imagined there was a great deal of Wit, and 
Beauty too in it. Odd Compofitions of 
Phrafe, and Ipng-fpun Allegories, were the 
delight of their Souls. A choice MetafAor 
was to them an inexhauftible Source of 
Pleafiire ; and they never failed to hufit it 
from one End of a Difcourfe to the other. 
In ihort, they laboured with more affiduity 
to be ridiculous than would have been fuf- 
ficient to make them intelligible ; and ex- 
plained every thing after fuch a manner as 
tendered it more inexplicable than before. 
We muft have funk into the loweft degree of 
Barbarity, had the Power of modelling out 
Style and Language been veiled folely in 
fiich Hands. But Heaven was pleafed to 
raifc up a Chillingworth^ a Miltofiy and 
other great Men, who by their immortal 
Writings prevented the Corruption from be- 
coming nniverfal, and kept up ^ Standard 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



HiBERNicus's Letters. 91 

of Decency, Pr<»ricty, 2xA Elegance, for 
the benefit of Pofterity. 

Disgusted with thofe many dark dod 
uncouth Forms of Expreffion which had been 
fo long in vogue, Sir Roger UEfirmge^ 
and fome few who copied after him, intro^ 
duced a new Refinement among us, and 
were the Authors of a Style, which I know 
no other Epithet lb well fuited to as the. 
T>apfer. It confided of all the pert Phrafes 
and cant Words ' peculiar to the loweft and 
moft profligate part of Mankind. This was 
in order to make every thing as plain as 
Porric^. Their Allufions were all taken 
from the low and diihonourablQ Occupa^ 
tions of Life, and would have pafied much 
more current among Bullies, Sharpers, and 
Drawers in a Tavern, than with- Men of 
Senfe and Letters. To reliih then: Compo*- 
fittons, one muft have been converfant with 
Scoundrels. If this goodly Scheme of Re« 
formation had gone on, what a decent Figure 
would the Commonwealth of Letters bsive 
made? The Flowers of our Poetry had 
been gathered from the Dunghil and the 
Kennel, inftead of the painted Meadow, 
and the clear Fountain ; the Difcourfes of 
Philofbphers founded in the Key of Bil^ 
ling/gate Declamations ; and the Precepts 
\ of the Gofpel been inculcated in the fame 
Dialed: in which People play a Game at 

These 
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These fcveral Ways of writing have 
alternately had their run among us. Ac 
prefent they feem to be pretty much out 
of countenance, and rejcded by all People 
of Judgment and Tafte. Yet every now 
and then there ftarts up fome odd Author^ 
who affeding Singularity, imitates the great- 
eft Faults of former Writers, under the No- 
tion of Excellences. And as every Author 
will have his Set of Admirers, it is of ufe 
to animadvert on (uch falle Ornaments of 
Writing, in order to hinder a bad Tafte 
from ftealing upon us by degrees. 

A FALSE Sub lime \s thecommoneft Error 
a young Writer is apt to fall into, in an 
Age which has produced fo many Idftan- 
ces oS the true. We have bad a Conftel- 
latioQ of great Geniuses, whom it may and 
has proved dangerous to imitate. The rai- 
ibd and the figured Style will not do with 
any who have not the fan^ exalted Man- 
ner of thinking. Great Strength of Judg- 
ment, ^ well as Warmth of Imagination^ 
is required to (;arry it handfomly thro\ 
For want of refleding on this, 1 have 
known fcveral intolerable Blunders commit- 
ted by Authors, who might have pafTcd 
uncenfured, had they been contented to de- 
liver themfelves in a naked unadorned man- 
ner, and not aimed at Perfedions they 
were unable to reach. There is a fine Pa- 
per in the SpSiator on the Subjcd of in- 
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confident Metaphors, which gives feveral 
Inftances of what I am now ipeaking o£ And 
t could refreifa the Memory of my Readets^ 
with many more, which may be met with 
in Authors of no inconfiderable' note. But 
as this would be an invidious Performance, 
and I ihortly intend an Effay upon T^am* 
fhletSy I fhall defer any thing of this Ibrt 
till then, when I fhall have a fairer Op- 
portunity for doing it from fevefal ing^ni- 
cos Pieces which have lately appeared in 
this City ; whofe Blemifhes I may animad- 
vert upon with fo much the leis Oflence, 
as they have not any one Beauty to entitle 
tbem to Compaflion. 

I am, SIR, 

r^ur very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N^ 66. Saturday^ Jufy z. 1725. 

To HiBERNlCUS. 

Nqs tamen hoc ngimus^ tenui^e in fulvere fidcos 
Ducimus. ' Juven.au 

SIR. 

H E agreeable Variety to be met 
with ia Horace, tho one of his 
grcatcft Excellences, is neverthe- 
lefs a principal Reafbn that snakes 
him fo dimcult to be tranflated. 
To do him juftice, one muft have the fame 
Turn of thinking, and be in the fame Tern* 
per of mind he was himlelf when he compofed 
any part of his Works ; and this is what none 
can arrive at, who have not a large portion 
of ^ the fame Spirit which animated him. 
This is all the Apology I (hall make for, the 
Defeds chargeable on the Tranflation of two 
Odes you forrnerly allowed to be inferred in 
your Paper. What I now fend you, will very 
much need to be regarded with the fame fa- 
vourable View. They are two of Horace^s 
mod admired Pieces in the iprigfatly and gay 
Manner of writing.yet contain a very goodLel^ 
ion againfl: immoderate Cares, and an anxious 
I Concern 
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Concern about Futurity ; and confequcntly 
it is no eafy matter to make them appear witb 
the fame Eafe and Graceiulaefs in En^tjh 
they do in the Original* If my Attempt fliall 
only be thought pardonable, it will be foffi^ 
cient to gratify tjie higheft Ambition I have 
had in this matter. 

Iam,SIRy 

Tour moft humble Servant^ 

MUSOPHILUS. 



HORACE, BookL Ode xiif. 

rHE Mountain of the DelpUap God 
Toufee is wrap in Sheets of Snow ; 
^he Trees ^ fujiainingjcarce their Load^ 

Their hoary BfOM deJeSiMbom ; 
And^ glew^d with Ice unto the Shore ^ 
The aliive Streams can roll no more. 

With roufing Fires the Colddfjirqy^ 
Andfet about the flowing Bowl ; 

Bleed e\ry Grap to give us Jo% 
To cherijh andexdt the Soul. 

Hereafter to the Gods refign ; 

Be theirs the Care^ Enjoyment thine. 

To them this Earthy their Foot^ball^ leave 
To kick and tumble as they fleafe ; 

From, them the Storms fermtffion have 
To box about the roaring Seas j 

Tetj 
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Tet^ftillfubjeaed to their Will, 
If they but nod, are hujh and JiilL 

To Morrow and its Cares defpife ; 

The frefent Moment is thine own ; , 
Then fnatth it quickly ere it flies. 

And /core it up as clearly won \ 
Nor fir up le to indulge the Fire 
Of youthful Love, and gay ^ejira 

Old Age will quickly pall the Taftcy 
And blunt the edge of Jprightly Joysi 

With dozing Sadnefs fill the breajt^ 
And^ive no Relifl? but for Toys. 

Touth IS alone the Time can prove 

delights ofExercife^ or Lo^e^ 

The gentle Talk^ the foft Embrace, 
In feme retired and dusky Shade ; 

The feigning hidden Maid to trace. 
By her own treacherous Sneer betrayed : 

Be thefe thy Care, thy Bufinefsftill\ 

Such Tleajures Touth alone can feeU 

And when with ftruggling inyour Arms;, 
The leering little roguijh Thing 

Is roused, and flujhing all with Charms, 
Secure her Hand^ and /hatch her Ring i 

Then all her Frowns are but a Blind ; 

Tix T ledge enough Jhe will be kindi 
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Book III. ODE xxix. 

(^REJTOfJpringofthe Tytthcnft Kings, 
^^ Thy Horace keefs for thee in ftore^ 
PFhaty without thee^ no "^PleaJUre brings^ 

ACaskoffVine ne^er per c^d before j 
With Rofes to adorn thy Brow^ 
And mix the Luftre it Jhall Jhow. 

Why jhould you jlill on Tyher gaz^. 
Or Anio rolling down the Steep ? 

Willno "Place but IttdcAi pleafe^ 
And elfewhereyou no Revels keep ? 

Or canjiich narrow Bounds confine 

A Soul Jo free in Joy as thine ? 

Then hafte^ and to be truly ^eat^ 
The great Ones naufeous Plenty fly ; 

And from thyjiately Houje retreat^ 
Whofe haughty Roof invades the Sky : 

And with a virtuous Scorn look down 

On the vain^ giddy;^ noijy Town. 

Oft-times the Great have thus retired 
To breathe a free and purer Air^ 

A Shepherd^ s cleanly Cell admired ^ 

Andfweety fed on homely Fare^ : ,. 

Oft thus havejmooth'dj andfoftned been 

The fretted Brow, andburjiing Spleen. 

Lo now^ while SoVs enlivening Beams 
Vlay warmly on the flowery Mead^ 

The Swain conduEis to cooling Streams 
His Flocks, andfeeks the Sylvan Shade ; 
VoL 11. H Silent 
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Silent the Brook itj Borders laves. 

Nor curls one Breath of Wind the Waves : 

While you with reliefs Care attend 
The Teace and Settlement of Kome. 

Intent what foreign Wars impend^ 
Or fecret Mifchiefs brood at home ; 

And your own ^uiet all forego. 

To watch the Motions of the Foe. 

But know, a wifer Providence 

Hath hid in Clouds ofendlefs Night. 

Impervious to thejtrongefi Senfe. 
Things future from weak Mortis Sight ; 

And laughs to fee them vainly try 

The T>eph ofvaft Eternity. 

Snatch at the Joys the prepnt Hour. 

The pajfmg Injiant now beftows ; 
The reft is all beyond our Tow^r. 

And like the fickle Tyhcr fiows. 
Which now beneath its Banks fubJMes. 
And gently to the Ocean glides. 

Anon with dreadful Noife and Roar 
Impetuous rolls a broken Floods 

Augmented with the mouldering Shore. 
j4nd Ruins of the neighbouring Wood ; 

And headlong rujhing Jweeps away 

Flocks, and their Folds into the Sea. 

He Majter is of Life alone. 

And hap fy lives ^ who thus can Jay 
Each Nighty * To day has been my own^ 

* And I have clearly liv^d to T>ay $ 
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• Be thefi to Morrow foul or fair ^ 

• *Tis all a Cafe ; thafs not my Care. 

• Whafs paft has certainly been mine^ 

• Kot Fate itfelf can make it void ; 

• NorTow'rs, Jhould all theTow^rs combine^ 

• Revoke the Goods I have enjoyed : 

• Here no T>ifajiers intervene ; 

• fFhat has been^ fpte of Joyc has been. 

A perfect Jilt this Fortune is^ , 

jind blinds JfMt ^Jlinateh blinds 
Still flaying bo-peep with her Blifs^ 

To teajGe and torture poor Mankind % 
And idly whiffing thro' the Air 
Her ewpty Hubbwes' here oftd there» 

I like her while with me Jheftays ; 

Butfoon as e^erjhe takes the JVingj 
Let Fools purjiie her^ iftheypkafe^ 

Her Faruours back again I fling ; 
Then take to virtuous Toverty^ 
A Spoufe with whom I can live free. 

ril never be her pajjive Slave ^ 

But all. her Tyranny controuli 
In confcious Innocence be brave^ 

And in my Virtue Jheath my Soul, 
Secure from Taints or cankYtng Rufl^ 
The Breath of Envy^ or ofLuft. 

Whm T^mpefts tofs the raging Floods^ 

I make no lamentable ^n^'rs^ 
N(^ Jirike a Bargain with the Gods 

For future Vows ^ and pre fent Tears ^ 

H 2 To 
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To five my JVealth from aiding mora 
To th' alUdevtmring Oceatfs Store. 

Amtdft the Storms PUfafely ride^ 

Supported by a ft eddy Mind \ 
My Barkjhallftem thefetting Tide, 

\dndbear againfteach adverje Wind: 
My Virtue Jhall make allferene, 
T>ijperfe the Storms^ and calm the Main. 



N^ 67- Saturday^ J^b 9i 1726. 

To the AoTHOR of the "Dublin Journal. 

■ ■ ■ Si mn 
Intendes anintum fiudiis, & rebus honeftis. H or. 

SIR, 

;T is one of the mod difficult things 
in the World for the generality of 
People to be idle and innocent 
at the fame time* They have no 
notion of any Plealores but fuch 
as are quick and violent; and confequently 
are incapable of enjoying themielves, unlefs 
either in the full range of Pleafore, or in the 
eager purfuit of the Means for procuring it. 

This Obfervation ferves to make good 
that feeming Paradox, which fbme ingenious 
Gentlemen have frequently aflcrted, That it 
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requires much greater Talents and Abilities 
to fill up a retired and contemplative Life, 
than to make a Figure in a Scene of Adion 
and Bufinefs. For the Mind in the one Cafe 
has nothing to fupport it but its own natural 
Strength ^nd good Difpofition; and in the 
other is very frequently carried on, like a 
Man in a Croud, by the Motions of others, 
without contributing any great Force or En- 
deavours of its own. 

How many People do we fee every day 
undone, and become a Burden to themtelves^ 
and all about them, merely for want of fbme- 
thing to do ? If the Wkdis of this were con* 
fined to that formal. Set of //ivWrav^j who 
faunter from Morning to Night in a Coffee^ 
Houfe^ and have no other Materials for 
thinking but what arifes from a Gazette^ or 
a pair of Tables^ there would be the lefsreafbn 
to complain ; (ince when Men have no In- 
clinations to be virtuous, the befl thing they 
can do is to become infigntficant. But alas ! 
far the greater part of idle People we meet 
with, have too much Vivacity to keep within 
the Bounds of an inoffenfi ve Indolence. They 
love Adion ; but either not knowing, or not 
defiring to employ themfclves rightly, grow 
mifchievous out of pure Neceffity. In private 
they are luxurious and uneafy. and in publick, 
infolent and oqpricious. Take from them the 
Opportunities of doing Mifchief, and Life be- 
comes infipid and odious to them. Nor is 
there 4oy Evil they apprehend fo greats as 

H 3 being 
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hcing flopc in the Career of their Extrava* 
ganccs. 

If we eDqnire into the Caafe of this Grie* 
vaoce, we fhail find it principally owing to a 
wrong and prepofterous Method of Educa* 
Don. One of the firft things inftilled into 
die tender Minds of Infants is a Spirit of 
Pride, and immoderate Self-love. They are 
early taught to contemn their Inferiors, and 
^ to treat all under them with a perverfe Haughti« 
neis and Scorn. Their httle Hearts are made 
to fwell and flutter at the Homage and Defe- 
rence paid them. Young Mafter is made a 
Coxcomb, and little Mils a Coquette, before 
either of them can fpeak. A fond Mother 
takes great pains to fettle their Affedions on 
Finery and Gewgaws, and make them ima- 
gine that fort of Trumpery among the real 
Goods and Bleflings of Life. And hence it 
comes to pafs, that their Defires centring in 
pleafiDg and adorning then^lves, the bene- 
volent and kind Affe<ftions by degrees wear 
cut of their Breafts, and they become deprived 
of that great Source of true Pleafure, which 
arifes from participating in the Good of others. 
Their Imagination too takes a wroi>g turn ; 
and having been long employed about mean 
and little Objedrs, which very fbon languifh 
in the Fancy, cannot raife itfelf to any thing 
truly great or beautiful i by which means (he 
Mind becomes unquiet and refllefs, and cao 
iatisfy itielf no otherwife than by rambling 
^}irp^ cliofe tumultuous P|eai^r^» which are 



Digitized by 



Google 



,HiBERNicus5 Letters, loj 

but too ready to be met with by People who 
have no other Eofmeis than to feek fof 
them. ^ 

The great Decay both of publick and pri- 
vate Virtue, which has been fo much com* 
plained of among our Youth of Didinduoa 
and Fortune, has, I am confident, been in a 
great meafure owing to this fingle Cauie. 
Thofc about them make it more their Bufinefe 
to flatter them with the vain thoughts that 
they already have all that isnecefTary to ren- 
der them happy, than to guide them in the 
Paths wherein true Happinefs is to be found 
There is little or no care taken to formtlieir 
Im^ination, or give them a reliih for fober 
and rational Pleafure* Young Gentlemen are 
n^ade to know, that Learning is not to be 
their Livelihood ; and from thence draw 
this pretty conclufion. That it is below their 
Birth and Fortune to trouble themfelves with 
it. Hereby they are rendered incapable of 
having any generous Views of human Life ; 
and having much ipare Time lying on their 
hands, and many Temptations and Oppor- 
tunities of mifemploying it, they are in a 
manner forced to break out into a thoufaqd 
Excefles, merely to divert what hangs fo 
heavy upon them, and turn away^ their 
thoughts from themfelves anfl their own Ac- 
tions : A Subjeia they muft think on. when« 
ever they have leifure to think at all, in re- 
gard they are acquainted with no other ; and 
which yet they cannot think on with any 
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degree of SatisfadlioQ, becaufe they can fee 
nothing amiable or praife- worthy in it* In 
Ihort, they bury themfelves in Vice and 
Folly, , as Moles do in the Earth, only to a* 
void a Reflcdion which mull always create 
in them pain and nneafinefs* 

Since then it is fo extremely hard tobe- 
idle and innocent at t)nce, to be difengaged 
from the Fatigue and Hurry of Bufinefs, and 
at the fame time preferve ourfelves from ruoi- 
fiing into violent and immoderate Pleafures ; 
and fmce it is impofTible we can be always 
on the ftretch, and that we neceffarily re- 
quire fome Intervals of Relaxation, and 
Amufement ; it is the duty of every Man tp 
look out for (bme way of filling up the va- 
cant; boursof Life with Entertainments, whercr 
in the Mind may participate more than the 
Body. The Author of Nature has very \i- 
, berally provided for our Pleaiure in this rc- 
Iped ; and we need only give attention to the 
Qbjeds he has furrounded us with, to receive 
the fined and nobleft Gratifications we are 
capable of, An Imagination thus fornaed 
will find its Delights perpetually growing 
upon it, and reckon thofe Hours among the 
joyfulleft and plealanteft Sealbns of Lifc^ 
which to others are either accompapied with 
Satiety and Liftleflncfs, or en^ployed in lay^ 
ing Scenes of Guilt and Folly, 

Employments of this kind will open 
^ much larger Field of Pleafure than any the 
gcnifs can ^Sot^, For all the Plpjdqires qf 
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Senfe are fliort and fagicive; grow faiDter 
with Age, and duller by Repetition ; cannot 
be revived but after fome Intervals; and 
muftwait the returns of Appetite, which are 
not always at any Man's call, and feldom- 
^(l at theirs who indulge them tnoft. But 
the Pleafures of Imagination are free from 
all thoie Inconveniences; and are both of 
larger extent, and longer duration. They 
comprehend not only all that is beautiful and 
magnificent in Nature, but all that is elegant 
and curious in Art. Nor are they even con* 
fined to Objeds which have a real Exigence, 
but can be raifed from intellectual Images, and 
Beings of the Mind's own creation. The 
Materia], and the Moral World, are equally 
the Scenes of theie refined Pleafuires ; and the 
Mind receives the like amiable Ideas of Beau- 
ty, Order and Harmony, £rom the Strudure 
and Contrivance of both. 

A s to Duration, the Advantage theie Plea- 
lures have beyond the others is very obvious, 
upon the fmalleft refledion. As they do not 
(b immediately depend on the Texture of the 
Body, and the Conftitution of animal Fluids, 
of confequence they are not fubje(9: to fiich 
frequent Languors, or h Ipecdy a Decay,. 
The immenfe Variety too of the Obje<^s 
which excite them, muft necefTarily occafion 
their longer continuance. Accordingly we 
find, that fuch Perfons as have once got a 
tafte of them, have ulually gone on without 
Wfwmefs 19 th§lr Live? en4 ia tjie purfuit of 
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them ; and there have been many Inftances 
given wherein they have continued to ani- 
mate a Philoibphicai or Poetical Enthufiaiin 
to extreme old Age : whereas, I believe^ 
there can Icarce be found one Example of 
the mofl: lively and vigorous Rake that ever 
knock'd down Watchmen, or broke Win- 
dows, beyond fifty. Generally at that time, 
if they do not commence Converts to Realbo . 
and good Scnfe, they degenerate either into 
heavy dull Sots, or queer Iplenetick old Fel* 
lows, who can endure no body, nor no body 
endure them. 

A wbll-turn'd Im^ination being of 
fuch importance in Life, it is ufeful to enquire 
into jche propered Employments for making 
it fo. I beheve, the mod part of my Readers 
will outrun me in this Point, and prefently 
fix upon the purfuit of ufeful or elegant Stu- 
dies, as the beft Method either to form a 
Tafte, or employ our leifiire Moments with 
Satisfadion to ouHelves, and without Injury 
to others. A Man who can retire from the 
World, to feek entertainment in his Clofet, 
has a thoufand Advantages which other peo- 
pie have no Idea of He is Mailer of his 
own Company, and his own Pleafures ; and 
can command either the one or the other, 
according to his preient Circumflances or 
Temper. All Nature is ready for his View, 
and ail Ages of Mankind to appear at his Call, 
He can tranfport himfelf to tne mod diftant 
Hcc^ions, and enjoy the belt and poiiteft 
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Company that ever the World afforded. 
Things aUb appear to him. in a difierent 
l^ht from what they do to the unthinking 
part of the Species, lie fees more of their 
Beauties, and is every day difcovefing fome* 
thing new to love, or to admire in them. 
Inanimate things have Reafon and Diicourfe 
in his Contemplation of them. A beau- 
tiful Landskip, a fine Pi<3;ure, or a SratuCt 
give him Ibmcthing equivalent to the Pleafurc 
of Converfation. In a word, he acquhres 
a kind of Property in every thing he lees 
in the material Univerfe, and an Interdl 
in every thing which has, or poffibly can 
happen in the intelledhial ; and by that 
means participates in all the Bounties of 
Nature, and in all the profperous Events of 
Mankind. 

Her€;, I am fenfible, it will be objeded, 
that the Difficulty ^ill recurs, and that a 
Tafte is previoufly requifite to make Men 
employ themfelves in this kind of Studies, 
which are laid to be the Means for t^eir 
acquiring a true Tafte. This is what in- 
deed I cannot deny. Yet it does not in the 
leaft invalidate any thing I have fkid. For 
all Men have that Tafte originally, and (uch 
a Senfe of Things as would naturally put 
them on the Purfuits I have mentioned, 
were it not in a great meafure (upprefled 
by inipiring them early with Principles of 
Vapity gp^ §eififl|nefs, wWch render them 
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inattentive to eveiy thing without them, 
and make them connne all their Enjoyments 
within themfelves ; which being a Violence 
done to Nature, muft of necemty produce 
very violent and irregular Effe<9:s. Let our 
Afiedions have but their natural play, and 
it will not be (b hard as is commonly ima- 
gined to dire(3: them to thole good Pur- 
pofes for which our kind Creator implanted 
them. 

Let People therefore who have any 
Influence over others, be at the pains to 
awaken this Senfe in them, and chalk out 
to them fuch Methods of employing their 
time as will furnifii Occafions' of gratifying 
it* They who are incapable of feverer Stu- 
dies, may yet have Amufements given 
chem, which, if they do no more, may 
preferve them from doing of Miichief The 
very reading of Romances, however dan- 

g^rous to People of imall Fortunes, may 
ave its ufe among the Rich and the Idle, 
' both in foftning their Minds, and keeping 
them out of much worfe Occupations. At 
lead, I think, it will be granted me, that 
it were much better the Beau Monde were 
ridiculous in the romantick Notions of Love 
and Gallantry, which that kind of Learn* 
mg produces, than in the modern Refine^ 
ments of Debauchery, which they get 
without any Learning at all ; that they 
fxerted their Valour m«ch oftncr upon 
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Tifionary Giants, chao living and mortal 
Chairmen ; that they fell in love with mora 
Utopian Queens, and ruined fewer Hiber- 
nian Spinfters ; that they thought oftner 
of Necromancers and Enchantments, than 
Cards and Dice ; and that they employed 
more time in the fan^raftick Bufinefs of 
Caftk-Building, than reducing the Manjion 
and Hall-Houfes of their Anceftors to the 
iame etherial Exiftence. 

/ am^ SIR^ Tours^ &c. 

HiBERNICOS. 



N^ 68. Saturday, July i5, 1725. 

To the Author of xht^ublin Journal. 
IncoYfupta fides y nudaque Veritas. Hoe. 

SIR, 

ACTIONS and Parties in a 
State, or any other Society, arc 




no doubt very pernicious, both 
in regard to the publick and the 
private Peace of all its Members 
in the ordinary Occurrences of Life ; and 
therefore every wife and good Man will 

con- 
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contribute all in his power either to prevent 
thofe Diftempers from breaking out, or to 
heal and remove them where they have aU 
ready appeared. 

No greater Misfortune can poflibly befel 
any People, than to be torn and rent in 
pieces by the Intr^ues of defigning and 
felf-feeking Men, or diftra^ed with different 
Views of the fitted Means for promotii^ the 
publtck Good, and compailing thpfe common 
Ends which Men propofe by uniting toge- 
ther in Society. This Difeale in a Body 
politick, like the Difeafe of the Spleen in 
the natural, is indeed frequently the tfkSt 
of high Health, and a generous Conftitu- 
don ; but then it fruftrates thole Adviui* 
tapes, and makes them that they neither are 
fck, nor can be improved. When Men feel 
no Eafe, be their Bodies ever fo found or 
vigorous in appearance, it is the fame thing 
as if they were really fick ; and a State, 
however happy in the Frame of its L^i^^ and 
Governinent, or great and powerful in re- 
(pe<% of Territory, Inhabitants, or Riches, 
will dill be in a weak and languiihing Con- 
dition, while it is blown up with inteftine 
Commotions, and agitated with perpetual 
Paroxyfms and Convulfions within. The 
flrongeft Conftitution will at laQ: be brought 
under by this means, and a general decay * 
and lownels of Spirits fucceed the unnatural 
Ferment. All the Pairts will become enfee- 
bled, and forget to perform their proper 
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FoodiODS* Imaginary Fears too will arift, 
capable of producing equal Mifchief with 
real Maladies. At leaft cliey will give con* 
tinual occafioQ for Political &uacAs to te 
tnrio^ Experiments, which, U^c chofe in 
Pnyiick^ are often the mod dangerous Symp* 
toms of the Difeafe. 

H E muft therefore have very little pubKck 
Spirit, or even Humanity, who wilfully ci- 
ther kindles or foments itich cruel Difbrders 
in his Country ; or who from wantonnefs of 
Heart, pr any views of Intereft, can look 
on them with unconcern. He muft be a 
llra^;e Fellow who can take delight in the 
Contentions of private Men ; but to ftretch 
that Dehght to the Confufions of our Coun- 
try, carries with it the moft frightful and 
ihocking Idea tluit can poflibly be imagined. 
It relembles at leaft, if it does not exceed, 
the barbarous Pleafure which Nero took in 
feeing the Capital of his Empire in Flames, 
and ImperiaUy FiddUug over the Conflagra* 
tion. 

^ But however inconfiftent with Goodnefs 
and Vhtue it- is to take a plea&re in the 
Divifions of one's Country, or to be acftive 
in the promoting of them, we ought not to 
extend this fb far as ibme do, who upon (uch 
Occafions give themfelves Airs of being 
intirely difinterefted, and difclaim all At* 
tachment to any of the contending Parties 
in a State. Such Declarations are aljvays 
fuipicious, and render the Men who make 

them 
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them, if they are Perfons of Confideratiod 
and Importance, obnoxious on all hands to 
the Cenfiire of being either lazy and indo- 
lent, or el(e artful and defigning. It may 
therefore be of ibme uie to enquire, how 
far an honed: and wife Man in a time of 
publick Diflendons ought to embark in them, 
and (ake part in the Debates relating to 
them^ fb as to diicover his Opinions and 
Inclinations for one Party or Principle more 
than another. 

All violent Mealures^ and Acrimony 
either of Speech or Behaviour, are already 
out of the queftion. The fame Reafon 
which makes it criminal to raife, or to che-^ 
ri(h Sedition in a State, makes tbeie fb too^ 
iince they are the mofl efTedual Mnns for 
widening a Breach, and perpetuating the 
publick Difbrders* Nor, on the other hand» 
is there any Reafon that will jullify an ab* 
fblute Indifference on fuch Conjundures, in 
particular Perfons, amidft the Troubles and 
Confufionsof their Country. . .! 

In all Contentions of Parties in a Nation 
it is evident, that tho both Sides may be 
blameable in fbme parts of their Condud; 
and guilty of carrying things to unwarrant* 
able Bxcefles ; yet as to the main Points in 
difpute the Right can be upon one fide only, 
and every Man who thinks at all, will and 
muft determine for himfelf on which of them 
it is, and be fwayed, either by Inclination 
or the Views he has of things, to wifh well 
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to that Side which he chinks to be in the 
rfght. The Qucftion theri is, whether it be 
moft agreeable to Hooeftyand Virtue, for a 
Man publickly to declare for the iDcereft he 
apprehends to have Reafon and Jufltce on its 
iide, and a(A fairly and openly in the fupport 
of it; or to conceal his Sentiments, and 
carry It fair with both Parties, in order to 
fave his Power and Influence for fome lucky 
Occafion of doing greater Good : for if it be 
done purely upon Motives of private Inte^ 
/eft, no body doubts its being highly diiho*^ 
neft and immoral. 

T H o many wife and good Men hare en*» 
tertained a dif^rent Opinion, I cannot help 
thinking the latter way of proceeding ex-- 
tremely dangerous at lead, i( not contrary 
to Honefly and good Faith. The good! 
Ends propofed by it are commonly remote 
and uncertain, and the 111 of it, be that 
more or lels, immediate to a Man's lelf, and 
probably may afled the whole Society. 
There is a Pain at firft to every virtuous 
Mind in di^uiHng itlelf, and appearing to 
others what it really is non Actons done 
in iiich a Diiguife are always accompanied 
with Uneafincfs and Conftraint. And the 
Fear of being difcovered in our falle Appear- 
ances, will be a perpetual Spring of Anxiety 
and Difquietude. To which if we add the 
Diftruft and Jealoufy which mull naturally 
arife in us, .that others are plaving the fame 
artful Game with ourfelves, tnere can fcarce 
VoL II. I be 
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be im^^med a more uncomfortable Siradtion 
than that of a Man adting under a Covert, 
and perfuading otters into chfc belief of 
things contrary to his real Tboughc9 aad 
Seiitimencs. 

But if Men have got the toaftcry of 
themfelves in this Point, and by hmknepng 
in the Wags of Men, as Shakejpear exprcflcs 
h, have rendred themfelves caUouSi wtA 
inienfible of the Pain of feeming whw thfiiy 
are not ; if they are grown dextr9U& afi 
ibifcing of Scenes* ami changing of Shapes^ 
and can enjoy themfelves with TrariquilMtji 
in a Courfe of tnfmcere Mam^iement, and 
artful Compliances : If, I fay, they can 
run thefc Lengths, they arc in great hatsftrd 
of going farther, and leaving their Virtuo 
altogether behind them. If once Pe<^e gett 
into the Notion, that the publick Good IS 
to be promoted by any* means, and that 
nothing is unlawful which dire(3:ly dees fo^ 
they will be very apt to make lofer^lic^ ip 
their own favowri and extend the Mdxim ta 
private Interefl, wl\ich has a iQueh i^r6ogafi 
Draught with the gen4ralify of Manki&d 
than any other Biafe. And if this <:omee tsoi 
be the cafe with Men generally efteemed for 
their Wildom and Gw)dnefe, the ill Bfie^a 
it muTt have on the &ilk of Mankind tft 
rendring them treacherous and crafty iut 
then: Deah'ngs. are but too Qbv4oiii8 to afied 
being pointed aL 

Bi^iojs, 
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Besides, it is much to be queflioned, 
whether a referved and oraculous Behaviour, 
and Trimmmg betwixt Parties in a divided 
Scate^ be proper Means lor gaining thofe 
EndSy either publick or private, which Men 
generally propofc by the ufe of them. For 
a Man to become eminently uleful to the 
Poblicky it is for the mofl: part neceffary to 
be popular ; and to carry on a private Inte- 
f eft fiiccefsfbily, there is no leis need of great 
and powerful Friendfhips ; and no Man can 
arrive at either without much Opennefs and 
Candor on the one hand, and great Intimacy 
and Confidence on the other, or at lead the 
Appearance of thenu tkit if there be no 
xnore than Appearance in it, there is great: 
danger of having the falfe Pretence difco- 
vered ; and then the politick Gentleman 
becomes coatemptible, and no longer in a 
capacity either of performing glorious En* 
ierpriz>es for the Publick, or of making a 
tomiderable Intereft for himfelf. 

A Man had need have great confidence 
in his own Abilities, nay be very fure that 
he is cunninger than all he converies witb^ 
before he takes upon him to guide them by 
bis Ccmning« For if there are others as 
cunning as himfelf, be may be foil'd with his 
own Weapons. And indeed this is what 
frequently happens ; for none are more apt 
to be d^reived themielves than they who 
are continually endeavourii:^ to delude o- 
thers. I have known forae People, who 

I a had 
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Jiad play'd all their Tricks fo often over, 
that every body laughed at the repetition of 
them, and read all their Actions and Pro* 
feflions backward as regularly and with as 
much, eafe, as, according to the vulgar Tra* 
dition, Witches are faid to do their Prayers. 
All thele dark Counfels, and myfterious Ways 
of converfing with Mankind are only extem- 
pore Devices, which, like the Back-Game at 
Tables^ will ferve for a turn, till an Anta- 
gonifl has learned them, and then they aU 
ways become either ufelefe or dangerous. . 

These Confiderations ferve to fliew the 
Folly and ill EffeiSs of a referv'd, or a dou- 
ble Behaviour in the Interefts and Debates of 
our Country, or Mankind. I will add far- 
ther, that both Friends and Enemies expect 
every Man to deal frankly and openly in liich 
Matters, and look upon him either as a mean- 
fpirited Coward, or a falfe defigning Hypo* 
crite, who does otherwife. And lure there 
can be no ftronger Proof of any thing beii^ ' 
our Duty; than that all Mankind concur in 
thinking it io. If we are engaged in a good, 
Cauie, and I fanfy no Man wfllingly e^on- 
fes what he thinks a bad one, what fhould 
make us either afhamed, or afraid of owning 
our Afledion to it ? Do we admire the ri- 
gid Virtue, and bluff Sincerity of the antient 
Romans^ and yet not endeavour to imitate 
it ? Or ihall we extol the inflexible Intc* 
grity fo remarkable in former Ages, and yet 
make Supplcneis and Compliance the only 

Teft 
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Teft of a wife and good Man in our own ? 
This were to bely our Convictions in the 
groffeft and mod criminal manner, and to 
make our whole Lives one continued Con^ 
tradition to our natural Sentiments. 

In fliort. Veracity and Plain-deah'ng are 
amiable Qualities ; Qualities we always ex- 
ped; in a Friend, and the want of which ne- 
ver fails to render an Enemy more odious. 
Without breaking in upon them, and ufing 
Di/Iimulation in our whole Condud:, it is 
impo/Iible for a Man who converfes at all 
in the World, to conceal his Sentiments 
about any Matter of Importance which hap- 
pens to be agitated in it. And therefore 
none ifaould aim at a Qualification which 
cannot be attained without impairing their 
Virtue. 

What led me into this Train of Reflec* 
tion, was an Obfervation I have frequently 
made on the backwardnefs of many Friends 
of Qur prefent legal and happy Conilitution, 
to maintain the juft and honourable Princi- 
ples on which it is founded ; either thro' a 
ialfe Modefty of not difturbing Company, or 
a falfe Policy of gaining its Enemies by other 
Methods than Reafon and Convidion. As 
the Principles of Liberty on which we are 
now happily efliabliibedt are the moft manly 
and generous in the World, it is in the 
bigheft degree unmanly and ungenerous to 
negied: propagating them, or to decline their 
P^fence when they are attacked ; both which 

I 3 aro 
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are bat coo frequeotly done. This is logra- 
ticudc to our Anceftors, who left us the in- 
cftimable Privileges we enjoy ; and Injuftice 
to Pofterity, to whom we ought to tranfinit 
them. The Security of our Lives and Pro- 
perties, the Power of commandiDg odr own 
Bufinefs and EHverfions, and the Prelervation 
of the fundamental Right of Mankind freely 
to examine and debate upon all Matters ei« 
ther in Philofophy or Religion, arc the noble 
and blelTed Effc<as of the Setdemait we are 
under ; and whoever is either afraid or a* 
ihamcd to appear in their behalf, richly de* 
ferves to be deprived of them : and on the 
other hand, liich as dare not open their 
mouths againft Tyranny arid Bigotry, Per- 
iecution and Prieft craft, no lefe jufljy merit 
to get a Trial of them. 

/ am, SIR, 

Totir very humble Servant ^ 

HiBERNICtJSt 
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N^ 69. Saturday, July 23, 1725. 



To HiBERNICUS. 

^Eid-A?^ S^Jtetvov, itH fiytov Ketjuif* Simonides. 

Of aU things good or bad in human Life^ 
Noftght is held worfe, nought better than a Wife. 

s m. 

\S Ittti one of yourconftant Read- 
ers, ^ I cannot but wonder that in a 
Paper intended for the Service of 
the Publick^ you have not taken 
the lead notice of fo agreeable, and 
i may lay, fo confiderable a Part of the 
World, as that of the Fair Sex : which, like 
the richeft Soil, the more it is fubjed to 
Weeds, the better it defcrves our moft aflidu- 
Ous Culture* 

The Follies of the Fair ones, as Mr. Jd- 
dijm obferves, are chiefly owing to the little 
pains taken by us in finding out proper Em- 
|)loynients for them. Their Amuiements feem 
contrived for them, rather as they are Wo- 
men, than as they are reafonable Creatures ; 
and are more adapted to the Sex than to the 
I 4 Species^ 
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Species. Their Toilet is their great Scene of 
Bufinefs ; and the well adjufting of their Hair, 
is reckoned a very good Morning's work : 
and if they make an Excurfion to a Mercer's 
or a Toy-Jhop, fo great a Fatigue renders them 
unfit for any thing elk the Day after. 

The Effe<a of this trifling Education, of 
which we ourfelves are the Caufp, as it proves 
the Ruin of their Sex, fo it proves, if not the 
Ruin, at leaft the Plague of ours. It grieves 
jne to think that one half of Humanity fliould 
be entirely incapacitated for the Bufinefs of 
the World, which notwithftanding never was 
and never will be managed without them. 

For my part I freely own, I am not for 
a Wife after the Tafte of Francis Duke of 
Britany \ who, uppn a Treaty of Marriage 
between him and the Prjncels IfabellayDzxxm^ 
ter to the King o\ Scotland, beitjg told, that 
ihe was very homely bred, and withput any 
maqner of Learning, made anfwer. That he 
liked her the better for it, ?iccoqnting it Learn- 
ing fufficicnt for a Woman to know how to 
jdillinguifh between her Husband's Shirt and 
his Doublet. For on the contrary we find, 
that fuch of their Sex, as breaking thro' the 
Prejudices of Education, apply themfelves to 
the improving their Studies, difcover ^ Qenius 
even in the noblcft Prodqdions of the Mind, 
po way inferior to thofe of Men. I need 
not travel far for an Inftance in the mod de- 
lightful way, I mean in Poetry ; where in 
foite of all tbe Piiacjyaptages rtcy |i? under, 

' ^ ^ the 



Digitized by 



Google 



HiBERNicus's Letters. 121 

the Ladies fhine with a certain Saperiority of 
Lively and ExprefOve, peculiarly natural to 
them. Lucanj of all the antient Poets, is 
mod admired for livelinefsof ExprefOon. His 
Turn upon the Invention of Letters, is a beau- 
tiful Example. 

Yhtenices frimi^ famaji credttur^ ufi 
Man fur am rudibus vocem Jignare fi^uris. 

Which without Paraphrafe, for the ufcof 
the mere Englijh Reader, may be thus literally 
tranilated^ 

Ti/V Art Phcnicians (// we credit Fame) 

Of fainting fettered Sounds in antique Figures claim". 

BREBjEVF, the French Tranllator 
of this Author, obfcrving the Beauty of this 
PafTage, has taken larger Gompals. 

Cefl: dp luy que nous vient cet art ii^enieux 
De peindre la parole & de parler aux yeux ; 
Et par les traites divers des figures tracees 
Donner de la couleur & da corps au penfees. 

Our Englijh Tt^T^^tox ^owehzsioVLo^eA 
his Examp^. 

Phfenici^uiSTfr/?, if antient Fame be true^ 
Thefacred Myftery of Letters knew ; 
They fir ft (fj Sotfnd^ %n vartQfis Lines defign^d^ 
Exfrefs'd the Meaning of thf thinking Mind; 
Xhe power of Words by Figures rude convey d^ 
y*if^*y^/^/^fWf eyerf^in^ nf^de^ 
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And lacdy Mrs. M&nk^ fo weM Jknown by 
her Poetical Name, Marinda. 

The mbk Art from Cadrnos t^9^k its Kife 
Offamting Words ^ and J^'aldng to the Eyes. 
He fir ft in wond'rous magic k Fetters hound 
The airy Voice ^ andftop the flying Sound : 
The various Figures by his Tencil wrought ^ 
Gave Colour and a Body to theThought. 

W EL L taay the Englijh and French lYan- 
Sators yield to a Lady, who has excdl'd, we 
may (afely fay, even Lucan himfel£ 

It is incredible to believe the Force of 
Education over our very Natures. tV^e know 
not the Extent of a Female Genius, becaufe 
\K put it not to the Trial. 

Greai Julius sn the Mountains bred^ 
A Flock ferhafs^ or Herd had led : 
Be, that the fF^rld fkbdu'J, hdd been 
BM the heft fVreftler on iheQreen. 
^Tis Art and Knowledge which draw forth 
The hidden Seeds of native fJTorth ; 
They blow thofe Sparks', and make them rife 
Intofuch Flames as touch the Skies. 

If then, according to Waller^ Rule, 
when we difcover a Country Fellow who 
excels his Companions in thefe meaner Exer- 
cifes, we ought to allow him die feme Excel- 
lences, (uppofmg he had applied himfelf to 
greater Matters ; why fhould we not g'^nt 
the fame Indulgence to the Ladies? Why 

ihould 
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Aould wc not imagine tiiax Fancy capable of 
the Tajioralj which diftinguimcs itfetf fb 
elegantly in a Piece oi Cut-Taper ? Or even 
the Epopie^ that ihews itfelf fo varioufly in 
a Needle-TroduBim 1 

Our Treatment of the Fair, if we refled, 
is barbaroi^y ungenerous. We t^ake aJl pof- 
fible care to breed them up to Folly, and then 
upbraid them for it. We have hardly a great 
Poet among the Englijh who has not di- 
flinguifhed himielf by iayicig ibmething re- 
markably bitter againu poor Woman. I nave 
made a little CoUecStton of thefe Invecftives : 
Tho I mull pre^obferve, that in a Dilpute,. 
where Men are both Parties and Judges, it is 
no wonder if Women have not Juluce done 
them. That, therefore, my fair Readers may 
be lufEciently armed ^^nfl: this outrageous 
Proceeding, I leave them the Application of 
this Fable ofj^rianusy as Ifittd it tranflated 
by Sir Roger DEftrange. 

'There was a Controverfy ftarted between 

* a Lion and a Man, which was the braver and 

* ftronger of the two* Why Io6k you (fays 

* the Man after a long difpute) we'll appeal 

* to that Statue there ; and fo he fhew'd him 

* the Figure of a' Man cut in Stone with a 

* lion under bis it&i. Well, lays the Lion, 

* if we had been brought up to Sculpture ^ 

* you are, where you have one Lion under 
^ the Feet of a Man, you Ihould have twenty 
\ Men under the Paws of a Lion? 

libaU 
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I ihall begin with the Invcdive of Milton 
in his Taradife Loft. 

Out of my fight^ thou Serpenty that Namebefl 
Befits thee, with him leagudj thy felf as falfe 
And hateful; not hit^ wants , but that thy Shape , 
Like hisj and Colour Serpentine, mayjhow 
lljy inward Fraud, to warn all Creatures from theer^ 

Again, 



-7%y All is hut a Show, 



Rather than f olid Virtue ; all hut a Rih, 
Crooked hy Nature, hentj as now appears ^ 
. More to the Part finifter from me drawn ; 
JVellif thrown out, as Supernumerary^ v . 
To my jufi Number found. Qh ! why did God, 
Creator wife, that peopled h^ghef^ Heirvn 
With Spirits mafculine, create this laftj 
7%is Novelty gn Eiarth, this fair DefeSi 
Of Nature, and not fill the IVorld at once 
With Men as Angels without Feminine, 
Qrfindfome other Way to generate 
Mankind ? 

The next is of /^i7er- 

Women are governed by a fiubborn Fate \ 
Their Love's infuperable as their Hate : 
No Merit their Averfion can remove. 
No ill Requital can efface their Love. 

If (iich a tender Poet as Waller could be 
fo fevere, what mi^ we exped from the 
Rants of Lee / 



• JBy Heavn *tw4s ever thus 



Where Women had to do. "therefore behold her 

As 
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As a Gangreen to the State ^ and cut her off; 
7%e Bain of Empire ! and the Rot of Power ! 
Tet there Pllftay and fix my Imagination 
' On all their Mif chiefs^ Murders^ Majfatres^ 
And Seas of Blood th^fvefpilt in former Ages. 
Woman ho more^ and when my Heart is goring^ 
Sound but the Napte^ the fowerjul Sf ell Jhall bind 
Beyond Circean or -Egyptian Charms, : g^ 

* Twill raife the lowefi Devils up in Swarms j ^ 
Unhinge the Globe, and put the World in ArmsVS 
Woman, that dooms us all to one fur e Grave ^ 
And foJfker damns than Providence canfave. 

'. Conftantine, 

I F ^Dryden comes fliort oiLee in his Sj^a^ 
nijh Fryer, 

(Oh Virtue! Virtue! what art thou become, 
T%at Menjhould leave thee for that Toy, a Woman ! 
Made from the Drofs and Refuje of a Man : 
Heaven took himjleeping, when he made her too ; 
Had Man been waking, he had neer confented.) 

This of hii jiU for Love, makes ample 
Reparation. 

Oh! Woman, Woman, Woman! All the Gods 
Have not fuch Powr in doing Good to Man^ 
As you of doing Harm. 

OTWAT and Rowe are in a kind of Ri- 
valfhip of Satire upon this OccaHon. If this 
Inveaive of Rowe in his Tamerlane^ 

{"Their AffeBation, Pride, E-nature, Noife^ 
Pronenefs to change evnfrom the Toy that pleased tbemi 
So gracious is their Idol, dear Variety, 

That 
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TTjotfcr amther^s Lave they imJd forgo 

An Angefs Fbrm^ and mingle with the jOeviPs.) 

Yield not to that of Otway m his "Don Carhsy 

(Thoi^n W(mKiny a true Copy of the fir ft^ 

In whom the Race of aS Mankind was curfi : 

Tour Sex by Beauty was to Heavn allfdj 

But your great Lord the Devil taught you Pride : 

He too an Angela till he durfl rebel. 

And you are jure the Stars that with him fell : ) 

Neither docs that of Rowe in his Fair 
Penitent y 

{Rrthey arefalfe^ luxurious in their Appetites:^ 
And all the Heaven they hope for is Variety* 
One Lxher to another fiUlfucaeds ; 
Another, and another after that ; 
And the loft Fool is welcome as the former ; 
Till having lovd his Hour outy he gives place. 
And mingks with the Herd that went before him. ■■ ■ » 
IVlTHfuchfmooth Looks, and many a gentle Word, 
Tie firfi fair Jhe beguiled her eafy Lord : 
Too blind with Love and Beauty to beware^ 
He fell unthinking in the fatal Snare ; 
Nor cOH^d believe that fuch a Heavenly Face 
Had bargained with the Devil, to damn her wretched 
Race : } 

Yield to this of Otwa)^ in his Orpkan : 

Td leave the World for him that hates a Wmim I 
Woman^ the Fountain of alt human Frailty! 
What mighty Uls have not been dam by Woman ? 
Wf)0 was*t betray d the Capifl? A Woman. 
Who loft Mark Anthony the World ? A IVaman. 
Who was the Caufe of a long Ten Tears War, 

a And 
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And laid at lafi old Troy in A^s i Woman ; 
DefiruBi've^ danmable^ deceitful IVomm^ 
Woman to Man fir fi as a Bleffing giv\ 
When hmoceme and Love were in their Primi, 
Mappy a-while in Paradife they lay^ ' 
But quickly Woman hngd to go afiray ; 
' Some foolijh new Adventwre needs mufiprom^ 
And the fir ft Devil fie fnw^fie changd her Ijyvi ; 
To his Temptatims kuMy fie incUnd 
Her Soul J cmdfor an Apple damnd Mankind. 

Most of thcfe heavy Acciriations you 
will find reversed in the following Poem, 
written in defence of the fair Sex, a confide- 
table time fince ; tho never before, for what 
I could find, committed to Print. 

Man was a happy Favourite above^ 
When Heavn endowed him with the Pow\ to love : 
His God ne*er thought him in aperfeBState^ 
'Till Woman made his Paradife compteat. 
^Tis trucy her Weaknefs coft himfomethinig dear ; 
Tet in his Fall more Weaknefs did appear. 
For Eve Excufes numberlefs abound; 
Not one for filly Adam can be found- 
She, helplefsy yielded to the fironger Pow\ 
Thefubtlefi Serpent Hell had then in (lore : 
He, tho hefaw at fiakf eternal Life, 
Was Fool enough to yield unto his Wife. 
Nor do his Sons from his Example fir ay ; 
The Women promife,^ but the Men obey. 
By them the World has everfiiue been led. 
And cully'd Men content with Name of Head* 
Our Wits by our Employments may appear ; 
OurDaysof Labour J and our Nights of Care ; ' 
Fatigues of War, and Drudgeries of State^ 
Wifily endurd to make our Women great f 
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All that if good iuUfe^ for Life they chufe; 

JVe glean up all the Bad which they refufe* 

Suppofe them in their Xafte not over-nice; . 
, Say% is not warn of Tafie our common Vice ? 

Suppofe, inJVomen you no Faith can find; 

Say, are not Men lefs faithful than the Wind I 

No wonder that their Frailties go afiray. 

If ev*n our PVifJoms lead them jfrom their Way! 

On our own ConduH chiefly hangs our Fate j 

NegleU them^ and our Title's in debate. 

Not Heat J but Provocation fires their Blood : 
• Good were all Men, all Women wou'd. be good 

By Nature virtuous J virtuous as thefrefair^ 

We make them vicious^ vicious when they are. 

Lams vmbfervdbyus, Jhallthey obferve ? 

At worfitheyferve us, but as them weferve. 

Could Alan but once refolve to fin no more^ 

Woman wou'dfoon loft Innocence reftore. 

Woman ! moft happy Pledge t?/ He averts Go od-^iS ! 

Woman ! moftperfeB ProduBofits Skill ! 

Woman! that aU our pleafant Hours employs ! 

Woman ! the Centre gfall earthly Joys ! 
A ND yet could I be aBJbe'is or can^ 

I would not ceafe to be that Creature Man. 

Man as I am^ fo Man Iftill wou*d reff ; 

I wofild be Man^ to be by Woman bleft* 
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N^ 70. Saturday, July 30, 1726. 

" ■ ■! II 1 I I II! ■ I I II 11 > I ■ t 

To the Author of the ^Dublin Journal. 
Falfus honor juvaty & mendas infamia term. HoR. 

SIR, 

THERS fajhion Men, fays 
Montaigne^ I reprefent them. 
There is certainly no Error more 
common among Writers on Mo- 
rality than this which Montaigne 
takes notice of, and which, notwithftanoing 
all his boafting, he was not altogether free 
from himfelf. It is laid down as a Rule, that 
the befl way to judge of other Men is to 
look into our own Bofoms, and draw from 
thence the Pii^ure of the whole Species. 
Hence it comes to pafs, that the moft part 
of Difcourfes on Mankind are either wholly 
Satire, or Panegyric. The virions and the 
openly abandoned imagine the reft of the 
World as bad as themfelves, only that they 
conceal their Vices with greater Caution, or 
thro* Fear are more temperate in the grati- 
fication of them. Selfifti and defigning Per- 
fons think Intereft the fole Motive to Adion 
in all Men, and all Appearances of Geiaero- 
fity and Good«will to be mere Artifice and 
VoLII. K Hypo. 
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Hypocrify . And on the other hand. Men 
of good Intentions, who love Honcfty and 
Integrity, and abhor all under-hand ana trea- 
cherous Dealings, are apt to believe, that 
the fame good and noble Difpodtion runs 
thro' the whole Species, with a very few 
exceptions to fome irregular Minds, which 
feem to have fallen away from Humanity, 
and given a wrong Direcflion to the firft and 
genuine Motions of Nature. 

Without taking upon me to determine 
wherein lies the Excefs of any or of all thefe 
different Opinions concerning Mankind, I 
think I may freely aflcrt, that if we take the 
World as we find it, it will be pretty difficult 
to make any one of them {o univerfal, as to 
fblve by it all the Appearances to be met 
with in the progrefs of Life. The lift of 
them, as it is certainly the nobleft and moft 
amiable Conception of human Nature, fb it 
bids faireft for being the true one, where 
Men have not been very early debauched 
either by ill Education, or ill Example. And 
tho it fliould really prove a miftakeo No- 
tion, yet would there be an advantage^ to 
Mankind in believing it ; fince nothing can 
have more influence to make Men ad: ho* 
neftly and virtuoufly themfelves, than a per- 
fe<a confidence in the Honefty and Virtue 
of thofe they have any dealings with ; as, on 
the contrary, that Man's Virtue will be much 
fufpeded, who has entertained ftroi^ fulpi- 
cions either of particular Per&ns^ or of hu- 
1 man 
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man Nature ia general. This hinders nc^ 
however, but that we may confiftently e- 
nough lay open any prevailing Humour or, 
jPraSice in Mankind, which either really or 
feemingly contradids the Principles by which 
Men are ufually determined to Adion. 

One of the mod notorious Inftances here- 
of, is that old Obfervation, That the greateft 
part of Men had rather be reckoned Knaves 
than Foals ; and are lefe troubled at having 
their Virtue called in queftion, than their 
Under Jianding. And as this is evidently 
preferring Abilities to that which only can 
render them valuable^ Men are very ready 
to infer from it the weakoefs of human Vir- 
tue in general. It may therefore be neither 
a difagreeable nor unprofitable Speculation, 
to inquire how far the Obfervation is true, 
and what Effedts fiich a Temper may pro* 
duce in the Condud: of Life. 

It muft be owned, that the Behaviour of 
a great many Men juftifies but too much the 
ill-natur'd Cenfure of Mankind's afPeding ra- 
ther a folendid than an honeft Reputation^ 
$uid chuung a Good which terminates in a 
Man's felf, before one which extends its In- 
ilu^nce to others. We meet with Pcrfons 
every day, who are much more alhamed to 
be found out in an ill-concerted Defign, or a 
Blunder in Converfation, than to be detected 
in a Series of cunning and indited:, but fuc- 
ceisful Management : Nay, they will go 
farther, and after having carried their point, 
K 2 make 
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make theif boafts of tWe feveral Artifices and 
, Stratagems they made ufe of for their purpofe, 
not omitting their Dexterity in deceiving, 
and impofing upon the Weaknefs of other 
People, and by that means playing them one 
againft another. All your IVhtfflers^ and 
low Politicians, make a great merit of 
their Skill in this kind of Game. They have 
not ftrength of Genius enough to go thro' a 
Bufmeis in the common and dired): Road ; 
and fo are compelled to (Irike into By-paths 
and blind Alleys of their own, dilguifing all 
they do under the mask of prudent Condudl 
and profound Policy ; which, by an Error 
very natural to weak Minds, they imagine 
to be nothing but working under ground. 
With fiich Men therefore it is no wonder that 
the Reputation of Wjldom and Abilities Ihould 
bear a greater price than that of Honefly and 
plain Dealing; fince Men are always moft 
jealous about that to which they have the 
weakeft pretenfions, and often beftir them- 
lelves moft vigoroufly in that part of their 
Charader wherein they are conlcious of the 
greateft Deficiency. At leaft, I am confi- 
dent, this will not appear improbable to any 
one who confiders, tnat Cowards generally 
make the greateft Bullies ; and that no Wo- 
men put on greater Airs of Diftance and 
,Modefty, than thole who in private can 
permit the neareft and moft indecent Fami- 
liarities. 

Bur 
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But with regard to the Bulk of Mankind, 
the Obfervatioq,' that Men had rather be 
reckoned Knaves than Fools, muft be li- 
mited a good deal, before it can be received 
for true. If by it we mean, that Men had 
rather be reputed intirely void of all Virtue 
and Goodnefs, and wholly bent upon Wic* 
kednefs and Mifchief, than either partially, 
or even totally deficient in Wifdom and Un- 
derftanding^ I am perfuaded, there ate few, 
if any, fuch Monfters to be found ip the hui 
man Species. For as all our Happincls: dfo 
pends on our loving, and being beloved :by 
fome Perfons in the World, which muft .al* 
ways fuppofe fome degree of Virtue a^d Ho^ 
nefty in us, either real or apprehended, it is 
impoffible we fhould ever give the pref(??ence 
to an Opinion concerning us, which would 
draw on us a general Difefteem, and H^tsed 
too, before one which could only expofe qs 
to Difefteem, but at the fame time entitled 
us to Compafliop. Bqt that Men fliould pre- 
fer being looked upon as artful and infincere 
in fome particulars of their Managejmept, 
rather than remarkably weak and infuffi- 
Cient in the whole, is no doubt very com- 
mon and very natural. Aijd the Reafon 
hereof is extremely obvious. A natural 
want of Judgment, and weaknefe of Under- 
ftaudingj can never be remedied in any length 
of Time, or by the moft diligent Applica- 
tion to the Means of Improvement ; whereas 
a vitious Temper, or an ill Habit, contrkiiiqd 
K 3 thro^ 
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thro' the prevailing Power of Cuftom, and 
Complaifancc to the common Ways of the 
World, may in time be removed by the ex- 
txc\{^ of right Realbn, and a found Judg- 
ment. And certain it is, that the Senfe of 
Any incurable Defed:, and conieqnently the 
imputation of it too, is more painful and 
grievous than that of foch as are otherwife. 
It is juft with the Imperfedions of the Mind 
as with tlwfe of the Body ; fuch as are in- 
capable of being ever mended, give the 
Owner the fliarpcft Afflidion, when taken 
notice of. 

I T is however a wcaknefs, and a misfor- 
tune,' t^ 1)e in any degree more fond of the 
Reputation of great Wiidom, and a good 
Underftanding, than of generous Minds and 
bfeneVoknc Affcdions. It is a fign that \^e 
ai*« ftiore ambitious of fwayiag Men by Au- 
thority than Good-will ; and would rather 
gain wir Poiht by dint of Abilities, than be 
indebted to the Generofity and Kindnefs of 
others. When we come to prize intelledual 
rather than moral Qualirieis, it is highly pro- 
bable we (hall become more foUicitous to 
exert a great Capacity, or a convenient Pli- 
ableoefs to Occafions, than an overflowing 
Humanity, or an uncorrupted and tenacious 
Hoiiefty. We fhall look too much inwards, 
to inter eft -ourfelves as heartily as we ought 
in the Concerns of others ; and be in danger 
of making our Pride and Vanity fit uppermoft 
in every k&xovL of our Lives. For the Con- 
ceit 
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ceit of Wifdom generally has that efFe<a, 
while the Confcioufhefs of Virtue always in- 
Ipires Humility and Moderation. 

There is great danger too of our Inno- 
cence, when we defire rather to be thought 
able than good Men. A Mind of this waft 
will be perpetually carrying on Schemes, 
purely for the fake of fetting to fhow its Per- 
fections, and be reftlefe in every fituation of 
Life. And certainly fuch a Dilpofition, if 
not intirely deftrucftive, muft at leaft be very 
dangerous to Virtue. Nor is it unlikely, that 
in fuch circumftances Men will be too full 
of their own Views, to tie themfelves down 
to the eftabliftied Rules of Juftice and Equity 
in their proceedings ; and will confult rather 
the Expediency than Lawfulnefs of the Means 
for obtaining their Ends. They will be ape 
to imagine the dired and honeft Road of Ma- 
nagement too much beaten and expofcd, to 
be the fitteft for their purpofe ; and {o endea- 
vour to find out more fecret and fecure Ways 
of arriving at it. The greateft part of our 
noted Politicians have given remarkable In- 
{lances pi this ; and tarnilhed many illuftri- 
ous and great Adions for the Service of their 
Country, by the bale and diflionourable Arts 
they made ufe of in doing them. And to 
this day the famed School of Loyola makes 
it its cbiefeft Care to inftil the lame fort of 
Maxims into the Minds of its Difciples. In 
ihort, when Men are got into the Opinion 
of Wifdom being the moft laudable Quality, 
K 4 and 
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and at the fame time think they are fully pot 
fefTed of it, they look on themfelves as little 
Gods upon Earth, who can govern the World 
much oetter than it can be by any Rules 
which the Author of Nature has given us, 
and confequently are in the faired difpofitioa 
poffible to cftablifh Tyranny, either civil or 
ecclefiaftical, whenever they have Power and 
Opportunity. 

I DO not fay, that thefe are the neceflary 
Coniequences of making luch a wrong Efti- 
mate in the Value of Abilities and Goodnels ; 
but I am lure, they are very common Effects 
of it, and ought to be frequently refle(£led on, 
to hinder us from fwelHng in our own Con- 
ceit, by ihewing us, that we are then moft in 
danger of being foolifh, when we make the 
flrongeft Efforts to dilplay our Wifdom. For 
certainly there can be no greater Folly in the 
World than to obliterate our Senfe of thofe 
fair and comely Ideas of Innocence and 
Goodnels, which Nature has implanted in us. 
-and are the principal. Means both of our own 
Happinefs and Ufefulnefs to Mankind ; yet 
this is what hardly can be avoided, when the 
Faculties of the Underftanding become more 
the Objed of our Efteem and Admiration, 
than the Charms of a native and unafie<%ed 
Virtue. 

/ am, SIR, yours^ &c 

Hl^ERNICllS. 
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N° 71. Saturday, Auguft 5, 1726. 

■■Ill ■ ■ I ^mi^mmmm \m\ % i i ■ i, ■ 

To HiBERNICUS. 

Quadam temfora erifiuntur nobis j quadam fubducun-- 
tuTy quadam effluunt. Turpijjtma tamen efi jaEiw 
ray qua per negligentiam venit ; (Ir Ji volueris at- 
tenderCy magna vita pars elabitur male agentibusy 
maxima nihil agentibus^ tot a aliud agentibus^ Sen. 

V 

SiRy 

|T has been ohferved, that tho 
Men complain of the fliortneis of 
Life, they hve as if they were ne- 
ver to die. This is but too vifible 
from the many Contrivances and 
Devices they are daily finding out to reUcve 
themfelves from the intolerable Burden of 
idle Time which lies fo heavy upon their 
hands, and which they can fiad no other way 
to get rid of, than by mif-fpcnding it. But 
tho the Methods of mif-fpending it are almoft 
innumerable, yet, in my opinion, there is 
none more pernicious and univerfal than the 
Pradice of Gaming, And therefore I hope, 
the due Confideration of the many Inconve- 
niences and iUEfTeds attending it, will not- 
only fuperfede the Neceflity of an Apology 
fpr ^pdejivoviring to expofe it, but ?ven ex- 
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cufe the wapc of fiiicablc Abilities in him who 
docs it, oa account of the goodnefs of his 
Intention. 

Being fenfible, that the DeHgn of your 
Paper is the Reformation of Abulcs, it is a 
good while Hnce I formed a Reiblution to put 
you in mind of this. The intervention how- 
ever of other Bufinefe hindered me from do- 
ing fo, till the other Night, feeing two inti- 
mate Friends quarrel at Cards about a Trifle, 
let me again upon it. And a$ I think it would 
be a piece of acceptable Service to your 
Country, if by your means any who are 
addided to it could be argued out of a CuG> 
tom fo incapable of producing any good Ef- 
feds, and (o generally attended with ill ones, 
I think you ought not to decline fo neceffary 
.and important a Duty. 

GAMING is faid to find a Man a Bub- 
hie, and make him a Sharper. And indeed 
the Refledlion muft in *thc general be allow- 
ed to be juft. Young Men left in the poflet 
fion ef confiderable Fortunes, are firft drawn 
in by Rooks and Sharpers to play high ; and 
being unexperienced in the World, are never 
made fenfiblc of their Folly till they arc ftript 
of all ; and, which is worfe than the lofs of 
all, have perhaps acquired fuch Habits of 
Idlenefs and Luxury, as can never be worn 
off By this time, it may be, they are be- 
come pretty expert Gamefiers ; and being 
made Mafters of the Science which undid 
them» Endeavour to lick themfelves whole by 

it. 
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it, and employ it to the Ruin of others. This 
is the utnioft a thorow-pacM Gamejier can 
propofe ; and a very forry Advantage indeed, 
when rightly confidered. For thcfe Perfons, 
well knowing that they mirfl have their ran 
of ill Luck as well as good, take no thought 
but to fquander away in extravagance what 
they acquired by Idleneft, and fo are rather 
the worfe than the better for their Gains. Or 
if any of them Ihould become liich dextrous 
Praditioners as to fccure themfelves of gene- 
ral Succefs, and at the fame time have Wifdom 
enough to hoard up their Winnings ; yet as 
the former can never be done without palpa* 
ble Injuftice and Iniquity, the Wages of it 
will prove but a poor Recompenfe for the 
lofe of that Integrity and Innocence, the Re- 
flexion of which is one of the higheft En* 
joyments of an intelligent Being. 

How pernicious to Civil Society this 
Pradice has been looked upon by wife Men, 
is very evident from the Laws which have 
been made againft it. That great Lover of 
Mankind, King William^ who faved thefe 
Nations from the greatefl; Evils which could 
fall on a free People, did not however think 
this below his notice. That £ime Wifdom 
and Forefight which laid the Foundation of 
our prefent happy Settlement, procured us 
alfo an A£t againfi Excejftve Gaming. This 
was then thought a very ufeful and good 
Law ; how comes it then, that it is not put 
in force, or rather is totally neglecfted ? The 
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only Reafon I can find for it is a felie Notion^ 
which reckons it diftionourable to take the 
advantage of the Law, in refufing to pay 
Debts contracSed on this fcore. But I muft 
ask luch Men, what it is they mean by Ho- 
nourable f Both Reafon, and the Laws of 
the Land declare, That nothing which we 
legally poflefs oqght to be taken from us, 
without a valuable Coiifideratibn. Where 
then is the Diflionour of refufing to perform 
a Contradl the Law declares to be unjuft, 
unlets it be honourable to do a thing both 
unreafonable and unlawful ? Whoever redu- 
ces himfelf or his Family to Poverty by ful- 
filling an Obligation of this ibrt, and iiich 
things frequently happen, will find very lit- 
tle Satisfaction, or Credit either, in being 
called Honourable, by a Rafcal who has been 
the Caufe of his Ruin. I can't therefore but 
think it the indifpenfible Duty of any one 
in fuch unhappy Circumftances, to take the 
advantage the Law. allows him, provided he 
follows this evil Pradice no longer : for un- 
lefs he does fo, he is fclf-condemned, and lb 
cannot in Reafon or Equity demand the Be- 
ncfit of the Law. But if he has the Virtue 
intirely to forfake the Praiftice, he n^ay 
boldly perfift in refufing to perform a wicked 
Bargain, without fearing the leaft Cenfure 
from Men of real Worth and Underftanding, 
And if fuch Men approve the Adion, it 
is of fmall moment what others think oriay 
about it. 

But 
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But bcfides the ill Effecas this Cuftom may, 
, and frequently has upon the Fortunes and 
Eftates of thofe who have unhappily given 
thenafclves up to it, the pernicious influence 
it has on their Minds, affords yet ftronger 
Reafons againft it. I have frequently ob- 
fervM People at Play to cheat, lye, iwear, 
and throw themfelves into Convulfions of 
Paffion, little different from Madnefs, who^ 
I beheve, at another time would not have 
been guilty of fuch Extravagances on any 
Confideration whatfoever. During the de- 
pendence of a Game, how is the Mind kept 
on the Rack, and how ready to break out 
into a Flame upon the fmalled <]ifappoint« 
ment ? And how many fatal Difputes have 
arifen upon fuch occafions, I need not men- 
tion ; lince I fanfy, there are few who can- 
not recoUedt Inftances of People who have 
imbrued their hands in blood, in the decifion 
of a Controverfy of this kind. Certain it is, 
that both Anger and Avarice become habi- 
tual to fuch as make a conftant practice of 
Gaming ; and by this means Benevolence, 
the foundation of all Virtue, grows every 
day weaker and weaker, till by degrees the 
Tone of the AfTedions is intirely loft, and 
the Mind rendered infenfible of thole fecret 
Motions which excite Men to the doing of 
virtuous and laudable Adions. 

Allowing however that Gaming fhould 
not produce the fatal Confcquences 1 have 
mentioned, and it muft be by a piece of ex- 
traordinary 
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traordinary good luck if it does not ; yet 
the lofs of Time it neceflarily occafioDS, is 
an unanfwerable Argument againft it. When 
Men do not all the Good they can, they are 
certainly accountable for their Miiimprovc- 
mcnt. And this is really the*Cafe of all ex- 
ceflive Gamefters ; for they both n^lecft the 
Means of Improvement, and lofe the Oppor- 
tunities of doing Good. I have known Ic- 
veral, who, tho they fcarce knew any thing 
elfe, could play at all kind of Games with 
the greateft eafe and dexterity imaginable, 
and who, I am confident^ with the fame Ap« 
plication and Expence, might have rendered 
themfelves eminent in fome of the moft ufe- 
ful and honourable Profeilions in Life. Surely 
liich Men have very feldom, if ever refled:ed 
at all, or been in a diipofitibn for examining 
themfelves on thofe important Queftions re- 
commended to the Condderation of Mankind 
by a "*" late celebrated and noble Author : 
What am I ? where am I ? what have I to 
do here ? They have never inquired what 
Relation they (land in with regard to the fc- 
veral Beings about them, nor what are the 
Duties they owe them ; and fo have never 
done any Good, unlefs it were by acddent ; 
it being impoflible it could be by Intention, 
which is ever the e^ft of Deliberation and 
Refle<aion. 

* i»rrf Shaftesbury. 

For 
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For this realbn the Apology of thofe 
who play only for Diverfion, as they term 
it, ought not to be admitted. They do not 
indeed commit {uch^ad:aa} Mifchief as the 
Gamefters for Money do ; but at the fame 
time they are criminal, in not doing the 
Good they ought to do. This ^kind of Ga* 
ming is ulually the Winter-Evening's Enter- 
tainment in a Family, wherein the fair Sex 
are principally concerned. I remember^ you 
remarked in one of your Papers (bme time 
ago, that in the days of yore the common 
Title for unmarried Ladies was Spinfters^ on 
account of their ufual manner of being em« 
ployM ; and you complain, that the Tea- 
Table has ufurp'd the place of their former 
laudable Occupations. But believe me, Sir, 
TV^, and Scandal^ and China^ and all the 
other Appurtenances of that part of Luxury, 
are nothing io pernicious as a Pack of Cards, 
if once it is become the favourite Amufc* 
ment of the Fair. From that time forward, 
not only the Evening, but the greater pare 
of the Night too muft be dedicated to the 
dear Diverfion ; and the Fair one's Eyes 
muft never behold the Sun till he be advanc'd 
to the Meridian ; at which time, what with 
the Fatigue of the Night, and the Sloth of 
the Morning, the amiable Slattern cannot 
chufe but make a moft beautiful Appear-' 
ancc in the Eyes of a Lover, or a Hut 
band. 
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As it is of the higheft Importance, that 
the faireft and mofl: powerful part of Man^ 
kind ihouid be rightly direded in their par« 
liiits of Pleafure, I think it incumbent on you 
to warn them againft this manner of bellow- 
ing their Time, which has fo vifible a ten- 
dency to impair the Charms both of their 
Minds and Bodies. For the firft, it is evi- 
dent there can be nothins more unbecoming 
the Sex, than to be equally fond of Matta^ 
dores as of Children ; to long as much for 
an Ace of Spades as the Company of a 
Friend ; to iet up the Knave of T>iamonds 
as a Kival to a Man of Senfe and Merit, and 
which is more, that has Fleih and Blood ; 
and to receive Tarn into their Hand with 
the lame Pkalure that they ought to give 
their Hand to the Man they love. And 
what effe<3: Gaming has upon their Looks, 
is obvious to any one who coniiders how 
much thefe depend on the prevalence of the 
Paflions within, which, in this Cafe being 
alternate Triumph and Difappointment, In- 
(ult and Rage, muil needs exhibit a mod 
frightful complicated Ughneft, and caft out 
of the Countenance every thing lovely and 
attradive. A Gentleman of my Acquaint- 
ance was fo fenfible of this, that after having 
entertained a long Pailion for a Female Game- 
fter, he was at length intirely cured of it, 
upon feeing her lofe a Game at Cribbhe ; 
an Inftance I chofe to leave with thofe Ladies, 
who would be much Idsapprehenfivc of the 

Danger 
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Daagcr^ of raining a Husband, than of the 
Fear of never getting one. 

/ am, SIR, Tourf^ &c. 

JR. 



N^ 72. Saturday, ^g^ i^y il^6. 



To the A UT HO a of the T)ublin Journal. 

Ingratus ejl, Non tnihi fecit injuriant fed fibi : ego 
ienefkio mea^ cum darem, ufus fum. Nee idea pi^ 
grhis Jah, fed Migentius. Quod in hoc perdidiy 
ab aliis recipiam. Sed huie ipji beneficium dabo 
iterum, & tanquatn bmus agricola, curd cultuque 
fierilitatemfol^ vincam. S b n. 

SIR, 

iRll'ERS on Morality are very 
frequeatly ffvky of debafic^ Hu« 
mofi Natdre, whilei they endea- 
voar to amend it. They draw a 
firi^tful Pi<9tire of Mankind, and 
then call upon them to correct; the Draught ; 
ddeatit^ their own Coqn&l, by declaring it 
impodible to be followed; For if indeed the 
Miod 0^ Man be fo intirely deformed and 
conroptcd as it is ufually reprefented, all 
Atccropts «> reftorc and make it better, will 
iuh; only be iaeffe&ml bnt V-ain and imper- 
Vol.n. L tinenr. 
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tinent. Nor is it conceivable, how a Difpo- 
ficion can be mended* or rendered capable of 
any thing truly good or generous* wherein 
no good Principles have ever exifted, but the - 
whole Frame has been originally wicked and 
perverfe ; which certainly is the Suppofition 
of thofe Gentlemen who make Self- Love the 
Source and Center of all human Adions« 

Agreeable hereunto it is no wonder to 
hear the noble Virtue of Gratitude talked of 
in fuch a manner, as if there were no fuch 
thing in Nature. Mr. Hobbes, fpeaking of 
the manner how we are affeded upon re« 
ceiving of Benefits* makes us the mod cm- 
worthy and defpicable Set of Beings that can 
poflibly be imagined. * To have received 

* from one, fays he, to whom we think our- 

* felves equal, greater Benefits than there is 

* hope to requite, difpofeth to counterfeit 

* Love, but really fecret Hate ; and puts a 

* Man into the Eftate of a defberate Debtor, 
' that in declining the fight of his Creditor, 

* tacitly wifhes him^ there, where he might 
^ never fee him more/ If this Dod:rine be 
true, I do not fee how it is poflible to per- 
luade Men in fiich Circumdances, to be 
grateful to their Benefadors at all. For as 
the Pofition is laid dotvn without any limi- 
tations, there can be no fuch thing as any 
fenfe of Gratitude, and confequentry all Ar- 
guments drawn from the Beauty and Come- 
tinefs of that Quality mufl be ridiculous as 
well as fruitlefs. But Providence has indeed 

dealt 
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dealt more bountifully with us ; and the 
Applaufes which every Man inwardly be- 
ftows, not only without defign, but even in 
Ipite of himfelf, upon a grateful Perfotl or 
Ai3:ion, lufficicntly prove, that there is no- 
thing wanting within to excite us to Qrati- 
tude whenever there is occafion ; and that 
whenever we difcover the contrary Difpofi- 
tion, it muft be owing to other Caufes, and 
not to any original Error in the Frame and 
Conflitution of our Nature* 

It muft be owned however, that the 
Gondud of the greater part of Men in the 
common Occurrences of Life, gives but too 
fair a handle for making fuch Reflexions, fb 
derogatory to the whole Species. Where- 
ever Avarice, Ambition^ or Senfuality have 
taken deep root in the Heart, they ufually 
ihoot up to fiich a prodigious Growth, as 
leaves no room for the Seeds of Good-Naturc 
and Humanity to fpread equally ; and the 
whole Powers of the Mind being employed 
in cheriihing one favourite Inclination, the 
others are neglected ; and the Heat of the 
Imagination being wafted in other Purfuits, 
they are fuffered to die away from the Breaft, 
merely for want of that Culture which is ne- 
cefTary for keeping any Affedion alive and 
adive in us. Were it not for admitting fo- 
reign Defires into our Souls, and gratifying 
over-much our natural Inclinations to Plea- 
lure, we fliould certainly find, that the be* 
nevolent Principle prevails tpo powerfully 
L 2 in 
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in us, not to difpoie us to the pra<3:ice of 
every Duty, and to the exercife of every 
Virtue, if we attend to its Impulfes, and are 
not diverted by intenfe Purfuits after Wealth 
or. Power ; which tho we may be at firft 
engaged in from a laudable Intention of 
employing the Advantages they afford us for 
the Good of others, yet very often the 
kcennefs with which we purftie them makes 
us miflake them for real Goods, ami forget 
the generous Ends we had in view when we 
firft began the Chafe. We ihould then have 
no difpute in our Breafts, whether the Dic- 
tates of Humanity or Self*Love had the 
greater Influence over us ; whether Jufticc 
were to be done to all Men, even at our own 
expence; whether we ought tofacrificeour 
own Eaie and Advantage for the fake of a 
Friend, our Country, or Mankind ; whether 
Confiderations of Pity and CompaiSon to- 
wards the Sufferit^ of others, oi^ht to take 
place of a Regard to our own Quiet and 
Indolence ; and whether it be fuch a Slavery 
to lit tinder Obligati<ms to others^ as to ten* 
der Gratitude a thing altogether impoflibie. 
And in this laft, I believe, k will be always 
found true, what MUtm puts into the mouth 
of the firft ungrateful Penon of wholef Being 
we have any account, 

A grateful Mind 
By owing owes not^ but Rill fays ^ at once 
Indebted and difchargea\ what Burden thenl 

Every 
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Every In^znctoi Ingratitude we hear 
or read of is fhocking and offenfive to hu- 
man Nature ; and the more fo, as the un- 
grateful Perfon appears to have been under 
the greater Obligations. But this 'is ading 
very inconfiftently with our fclves, if Mr. 
Hobbes^s Principle be true, that all Obliga- 
tions are a Burden ; and the greater they 
are, occafion the greater Hatred of the Per- 
fon to whom we are indebted. For how is 
it poflible we fhould always fee a Deformity 
in the Ingratitude of others, even when we 
our (elves are no ways injured by it, and 
yet be conftantly guilty of it, whenever we 
become highly obliged ? In Cafes of this 
nature the Turefl: way of arguipg is appealing 
to the common Senfe of Mankind ; and if 
that common Senfe conftantly joins Ideas of 
Deformity and Turpitude to any Quality or 
A<aion, 'tis the fureft Teft of its Ipringing 
from an Irregularity of AflTedion, and being 
contrary to the firft and genuine Motions of 
Nature. Now it is certain, that there is 
not one Quality in the whole Catalogue of 
human Vices which ftirs up our Horror and 
Indignation more than the Sin of IngratU 
tude. We ftart at any Inftances given of it 
in others ; and cfteem the Imputation of it 
the greateft Indignity can be put on our- 
fclves. 

Some have been of opinion, that the 
bcft way to cure any Difeafe of the Mind is, 
cither by reading, or othcrwife, to recolkd 
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as maDy Inflanees as we can of the fame 
Diibrder in others. It has been recommend* 
ed, to footh pur Afflidion, that we ihould 
have recourie to Inflanees of Calamities and 
Sufferings, and to figure to ourfelves Human 
Nature in its greateft DiftrefTes. Whether 
this be fo or no, it is certain, that the Re- 

f)rerentation of great Crimes and Villanies. 
et in 9 proper Light, has dually a good 
Efied upon Minds which have not, by 4 
long Courfe of Wickednefs, determined them- 
felves againft every thing manly and vir-r 
tupu^, and put themfelves beyond the poffi- 
bilicy of Amendment. On this account one 
of my Correfpondents has been very urgent 
with me to entertain my Readers with the 
following Story, to fortify their Hatred of 
the Crime on which it is railed. I ihall give 
it, as near as I can, in his own words, with- 
out pretending to aflTure my Readers,] that 
none of them have feen it elfewhere. 

* /^Hremes had acquired immenfb Riches 
^ ^ by Ufury. The greatnefe of his Stores 

* did not however extinguifh the defire of 

* increafing them, or abate any thing of the 
^ Stinginels of his Temper. For this reafbn 
f he embraced with abundance of Joy an 
^ Invitation made him by a Gentleman, who 

* was {k} unhappy as to be one of his Cufto- 
f mers, to refide with him a Month or two 

* in the Country at free coft. It gave him 
\ |io fmall ple^fure to reflect, th»t during his 

* abode 
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^ abode there, not only the Stream which 

* filled his Coffers fliould be kept perpetually 

* flowing, but the Breach occafioned by his 

* neceflary Expences for fo long time mould 

* be dammM up. 

* In the Neighbourhood of the Gentleman 

* wlio had given him this Invitation, lived 
^ the noble and generous Mitio. His patri- 

* monial Eftate had been ruined in his Youth 

* by a Courfe pf long and faithful Services to 
^ his Prince and Country. What he now en- 

* joy'd was by the Bounty of his Prince, who 
^ in confideration of his Services and Suffer- 

* ings, had given him Lands of a confiderabic 
^ Value, at a Rent little more than nominal. 
^ He held them however only during Plea- 

* fore ; but being of a Dilpofition cafily la- 
^ tisfied, he would not be at the trouble of 
^ the neceflary Sollicitations to render his 

* Tenure more certain ^nd durable. He was 
^ now of an Age when he ought to have 

* experienced no more the Revolutions of 

* Fortune ; and therefore was anxious about 

* nothing but to poflcfs his Soul in that Peace 
^ and Tranquillity which Retirement, aflifted 

* by the Refledion of a well-lpent Life, does 

* naturally difpofe a Man to enjoy. 

* In this manner lived Mitio, when one 
^ day riding about his Grounds, he happened 

* to find the miferable Chremes, who as he 
** was upon his Journey to the Gentleman's 

< Houfebefore-mentiotfd, had been attackM 

^ by a Gang of Robbers, who not only took 
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* from him what Money he had, but defpe- 
^ rately wounde<} hicb in ieveral places. ao4 

< left him weltriog in his Blood. Mitio fee* 
^ ing him in that unhappy Condition, was 
^ moved with all thofe tenxler Sentiments 
^ which delicate Minds conceive upon iuch 
^ occafions. He had him carried to his Houfe ; 
^ and committing him to the care of skilful 
^ Surgeons, would not let him be removed, 

* till he was intirely recovered of his Wounds, 

' A s foon as Chremes had recovered fo 
^well as to be able to walk a little abroad, 

* he became exceedingly delighted with his 

* Benefador's Place of Refidence, which in- 
^ deed was not only extremely indebted to 
^ Nature for a mod agreeable Situation, but 
^ had been improved oy its Owner to the 
^ higheft advantage, and adorned with all the 

< Beauties which Art is capable of bellowing. 

* Chremes very quickly underflood the caiy 
^ Terms upon which Mitio enjoyed bis 
^ Eftate, and alfo the Precarioufni^ of the 
^ Tenure ; and found both fo fuitable to his 
^ Inclinations, that he formed, without much 
^ difficulty, the Refblution to make up the 

Lois he had (uftained by the Robbers, in 
5 the amplell manner he could device. 

* F u L L of this Defign, he ftraight went 
^ to Court, and found means to infimuce 
^ himielf into the acquaintance of People in 
^ Power, and reprefented with all the Ad* 
^ drefs he was mafter of, that Miti& had 
t forprized the Crown into a moft unequal 

[ BaigaiUt 
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BareaiD» aod held his Laiuk at fiich an 
Undervalue, that they oi^ht to be refii- 
med as an Exarkitant Grant. And to 
ftrengthen the Argument, be fpoke of him 
as a Man fo devoted to his Pleafores, that 
he had no Title to live in (ucb Magnifi-> 
cence and Luxury on the Goods of the 
Publick. So that to relieve it from Ibcb 
a Burden, he was willing to take the Lands 
himfelf, at double the pieient Rent, and to 
pay a large Fine into the Exchequer be« 
fides. Thefe Reaibns, afliiled perhaps by 
others more fecret and powerful, had their 
efied; ; and he obtained in due form a 
Revocation of Mitio^s former Grant, and 
a new one in his own favour. 
* MIT I O, to be fore, was thunder-ftruck 
at the News-. However, not to be want- 
ing to himfelf, he makes his Applications 
to the Great, reprcfenting the Hardnefs of 
his Cafe. Injuflice cannot .always prevail. 
His Complaints, after long waiting, at 
length reached the Royal Ear. The Mo* 
narch, tho vefled with ablblute Power, 
happens to be a Friend to Virtue. He hears 
the whole Caufe, aiu] afloniflied at the 
monflrous Ingratitude of Chremes^ dooms 
him to perpetual Baniihment, and his 
Goods to be confiicated, one half to the 
ufe of the Crown, and the other to the 
generous Perfon who had been fb unwor- 
thily treated. 

*This 
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^ This Sentence, however juft, gives 

< Mitio no Sentiments but thofe of Grief 
« and Compaflion for the Barbarian who 
^ had attempted his Ruin, He begs, and 

< with difficulty obtains the Sentence of 

< Baniihment to be remitted. Not fatisfied 
i with this, he reftores the Wretch that part 

< of his Eftate which fell to his (hare, with- 

< out dropping the leaft expreffion that was 

< grating, or could any way pall the Be- 
*ncfit received. Then, full of that Con- 

• tentment which is the Reward of the 
^ Virtuous, did the generous Mitio return 

* to his former Retirement/ 

I am, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HlBERNlCUS. 
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NO 73. Saturday, -^«^«i?2o^i72^^^^ 

To the Author of the Tfulflin Journal. 

Quodnonimber edax, non aquilo mfotens 
Amorumferies, & fuga tmforum. H o R. 

SIR. 

HAVE already taken notice, 
more than once daring the Courfe 
of thefe Papers, that we in this 
Country, however fenfible of the 
Hardfhips we ^ndure, do not ex- 
ert our felves fufficiently, nor take the pro- 
per Methods to get free of them. We are fo 
fond of laying the blame of them on ^thers. 
that we ne^ed the Remedies which he in 
our own power. Our Negligence ,n this 
Point appears no where more vifible' than 
in the little care we take for the advancement 
oi Learning among us. For however fond 
we may be of fatisfying our own P"vate Cu- 
riofity.^nd improving ourMinds. jet ^hofe 
ofus whoare given to Reading and Study 
feem little foUicitous to improve L^t'^H' 
into a national Advantage, which it certain^ 
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Jy is capable of being made, as well as a 
private Amuieineot, or perlboal Accocop^fli- 
ment. 

It would be a very needlels thing to go 
about to prove that the Encouragement of 
Learning in a State is both ufeful and politick ; 
or that all wife Nations, and well-conftituted 
Governments have always made a Pradice of 
fo doing. The Rewards which in antient 
Times were fo liberally beftowed upon the 
Inventors and Improvers of any ufeful Art, 
are a proof of the laft ; as the confequent 
Greatnefs and Power of thofc States where 
Learning has flouriihed, is a Demonftration 
of the former. 

I F we regard the Influence, which ufefiil, 
or even curious Knowledge has upon the 
Minds and Manners of Men, no Society can 
have a greater Interefl in any thing th^n to 
encourage and cultivate it. Iris this which 
raifcs Men above the World, and the com- 
mon Maxims purfued by People of fmall 
Genius, and contra<3:ed Minds. Froin hence 
we draw generous Principles, and jufl and 
honourable Rules of Living ; and are more 
quickly touched with a Senfe of Fame and 
Honour, than we otherwifc fhould be ; which 
is certainly a much more powerful^ as well as 
nobler Motive to Adion than ^ny ofthofe 
by which the Bulk of Mankind are commonly 
animated. The Exertion of all the great and 
noble Qualities of Men, either intelledual or 
moral, has been in a great meafure owing to 

it. 
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it. The Enthafiafm of Poets, the Specula- 
tions and Difcoveries of Philofophers^ the 
Infticutioos of wife and good Lawgivers, and 
the glorious Adions of publick^fpirited He- 
roc^ the deftroyers of Tyrants and deliverers 
of Nations, have been all either inipired by it, 
or received^ great Afliftance from it. And 
thus as the Senfc of Honour frequently in* 
ipires Men with the Love of Learnings and 
excites them to the purfirit of it. Learning 
ixtums the Benefit, by ftrengthning in us the 
fenfe of Honour, andf pointing out to us the 
Pwhs wherein true Honour is iikeiieft to be 
found; and both together form a Capacity in 
Men of the moft extenfive Ufcfulnefe either to 
their Country or Mankind. 

From this Account of the Advantages 
of Lemming to Society, my Country-men 
would have jufl: reafon to take it ill of me, if 
I charged them with the intire neglc<3: of io 
noble and ufeful an Accomplifhment. I am 
convinced, that fuch a Cenfiire would be very 
untrue ; and that on the contrary, there are 
many noble and excellent Spirits among us, 
who, next to the Service they immediately 
owe the Publick by adling "tor its Intercft, 
make it the chief Bufinefs and Pleafure of their 
Lives to (lore their Minds with ufeful Know- 
ledge, and employ their leifore hours with 
thinking over the beautiful Sentiments, or pe- 
fufing the illuftrious Adions of the Wife and 
Good among Mankind in all Ages. In all 
this, I believe, that in proportion to our 
I Numbers, 



Digitized by 



Google. 



158 UiBEKNicv s's LetUr^. 

Numbers, we do not come ihort of moft of 
our Neighbours. But there are (bme of the 
Advantages of Learning which are abfblutely 
neceflary to the Culture and Propagation of 
it, about which, it muft be owned, we b^ve 
not been io careful as we ought ; at leafl: to 
improve them ib as to give ourfelves an equal 
ihare in the external Benefits of them with 
the reft of Mankind. Some of our Neigh- 
bours, the Hollanders in particular, have 
made Learning not only the Caufe, but the 
Matter of great national Advantages to them, 
by making it a Branch of the Commerce, as 
well as of the Improvement of their Subjeds. 
Vaft Sums of Money are y ear Jy drawn into 
their Provinces, not for the purchafe of their 
own Learning only, but by mere manufa<^r- 
ing that of tneir Neighbours. And it is cer- 
tain, that we in this Nation might render 
Learning the fame way, tho not equally, 
beneficial to our Country, did we confider it 
in the Light of an Article in Trade, and a 
Means of iricreafing the Riches of a Nation, 
and not merely as an Improvement for Gen- 
tlemen and Scholars, and what has a tendency 
to promote the publick Good, by enlarging 
the Underftanding, and bettering the Minds 
of its Members; which laft, tho indeed the 
principal Ule of Learnings ought not how- 
ever fo intirely to take up our thoughts, as 
to exclude whatever Advantages we may ocJ* 
cafionally receive from it otherwife. 

As 
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As things have been managed among us, 
we feem to have been blind to ail Confidera* 
dons of this fort, till very lately. The ufe- 
iui^r/(?f PRINTING, which is now be- 
come the principal Handmaid of Learnings 
and aboat which mod of the neighbouring 
Nations have been in a conftant Emulation, 
has been fo little encouraged by us, that it is 
only within thefe few Years our Ambition in 
chat matter has extended beyond half a Sheet. 
The Mufes could fcarce get clean Linen 
among us; and in a literal Senfe, wanted 
Rags to cover their Nakednels. ThePro- 
du^ons of many a young Poet have been 
ftifled in the Birth, out of a modeft Fear left 
they ihould appear in the Equipage of a Bai-^ 
lad. And moft part of them, when they 
came abroad into the World, have periftied 
in their Infancy, and found a fVinding- Sheet 
in their Swadling-Clouts. 

O UR.Negl^ence about this ufeful Art is an 
Evidence both of our want of Tafte^ and of a 
due regard to the Intereft of our Country. 
Nothing can be a ftronger Proof of Barbarity 
than to be indifferent in a Matter of fuch great 
conlequence^ in giving fo quick a Progrefs to 
Literature J and making Learning and good 
Senfe a much eafier and more univerfal Attain- 
ment than in £:>rmer Ages. Since the Inven- 
tion of Trinting^ the Writings and Modu* 
ments of every Age are much more fafe 
againft the Injuries of Time, than when they 
were only committed to a few Manufcripts. 

The 
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The Delbriidioa of a ibgle Ubcary in thoie 
Days was a Lofs to be lamented by the whole 
World to the end of Time ; whereas ibdi an 
Accident now would be little more than a 
Misfomme to the Owner. In ibort, tbe Lear* 
Ming, the fFif^ and the ToJit^mefs bmh of 
antieot and modern Times are by this means 
much better lectured from periihing tfaad by 
monumental Titles and lofcripdons ; and Men 
may promile themielves Immortality on ac* 
count of their laudaUe Ai^oas with nmch 
greater Certainty^ than from Statues and 
frium^M Arches. 

The Argument in point of Intereflis no 
lefs evident^ as it is an Art, which confiimes 
a great quantity of our own IMbnufadiires, 
employs confiderable Nuad>ei:s of neceflitoas 
Perfbns, both m a liberal and mechanic Capa- 
city, and faves among a People vaft Sums 
of Money, which other wife mml be ei^end- 
ed abroad in purchafing what no Nation ought 
to want> and no wife Nation will want. 
And befides what may be laved this way by 
reprinting the Writic^ of Foreigners, the 
Produdions of tbe Natives become dear 
Gains to the Publick on theBallanceof Xiad^ 
as by the other Medtod they are only a Lofe 
to it. 

I AM glad I can felicitate my Country on 
the Progreis this Art of late. years has made 
among us, by the Skill and Indullry p£ 
thofe employed in it. We have fidlen iitto 
the way of reprinting feyeral valuable fiooks^ 

which 
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which we foraierly ufed to pay great Rates 
for from abroad ; and have given Editions of 
fbme of the Cladicks, which deferve great 
Commendation. I have juft now in my hands 
a Pocket Edition of the Author, from whence 
I have taken the Motto of this Paper, done 
here abont five Years ago^ which, in my 
opinion, is preferable to any of the Kind we 
have had fince the Days of Elzevir^ either 
as to Beauty or Corredneis. But it is not 
fufficient that we have good Artifts, unleis 
we give them (uitable Encouragement. For 
tho it is a long time fmce that Edition came 
out, and tho the Impreflion was not very 
large, I have reafon to believe there yet 
continue many of them unibld ; which is 
the greater Shame in a City where there is a 
celebrated Univerfity, befides feveral publick 
Schools. And I am well informed, that even 
our boldeft Undertakers will not venture on 
an Edition of a Book of any Expence, how- 
ever valuable, without firft fecuring themfelves 
againft Lo(s, by doing it in the way of 
Subfcription.- 

W E nave an Inftance of this juft now in the 
Propolals given out for reprinting Mr. Town- 
find's. TranQation of ©^ Sqliis Hiftory of 
the Conaueft of Mexico \ a Book, which, 
one would thmk, might turn to Account, 
without any fuch Precaution. However, 
iince that is found necelTary, I hope the 
Undertakers will not be difappointed in their 
own way ; elpecially fince it is a Work {o 
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Tcry cntercaimng and ukfai. For befides ooe 
of the moft amaxiog Revobtioos thai: i$ per- 
haps to be met with in all HiQory, the De^ 
fertption of a rode and barbarous People, both 
imder a State of Tyrannj and Liberty, is of 
great ufe to let us (ee what human Nature is^ 
dtvefted of ^ thoie Arts and PoHcies, which 
are the EfTe^ of natnral and moral Science. 
Neither is it uoprofit^le to obfervc i;q;>OQ the 
Condtnl^ of the Spaniards, who made them* 
&lves^ Mailers of that unhappy People, bow 
Men out of a blind enthufiafticle Zeal for die 
Honour of God andthe Propagation of Rdi- 
gton, may be drawn in to coim&it thedspft 
honihfe Ads of Inijoftice and Videsice ; to 
become the mofl: execrable VilkCins, in order 
to promote Rtgbteou&eis ; and ro lay wa(le 
Qod^s Creation, under the notikm of enlai'g* 
ing his Empire. And at the £ime time, how 
mud it raife the IiKl^nation of every virtu*^ 
oos and honeft Mind, to iee an ungodly Oot*^ 
potation of Trufts fendifyii^ their inlatiable 
Ayarice, and unbridled Lull: of Power, with 
the pure and peaceable Name of Chriftianicy^ 
and perverting God's Commandments, to in- 
ipire Men with the Temper of the Devil ? 
All this, together with the furprizing Turns 
and Incidents of the Story, render it a Work 
well worth the peruial of every Man who pro* 
pofes to himlelf cither Pleafure or Profit by his 
reading. 

/ am^ SIR^ Tours^ &c. 

HlBERNICBS. 
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N"^ 74. Saturday, Augufi 27^ 1725. 

To the Author of the "Dublin Journal. 
Sedhoc ipfum amantisefi^ non onerare eum laudtbus. 

SIR. 

fNEGTRIC is the Species ot 
Writin2, of all others, whcreia 
feweft havebcea obfervcd to ex- 
cel Some imagine, that this 
proceeds from a Deficiency of 
Matter, the Number of thofe who truly 
deferve Praife among Men having been in all 
Ages very inconfiderable ; and where Praifo 
is not ji^ it is impoHible it ihould ever be 
graceftd. Others again afcribe it to a certain 
Stinginefs of Mankind in beftowing upon 
others what all are fb fond of themfelves, by 
which means our Prailes feem racher extorted 
from OS, .than conferred. Nor are there 
wanting ibme, who ^re poficive, that it is 
tbeEfted of a prevailing ignorance of true 
Worth, and the want of a juft Standard 
whereby to judge of the intrinfic Goodnefs 
of thofe Qualittes or Adions for which Men 
are uliiaily prailed 
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I T would be rather curious than ufeful to 
inquire how far any, or every of thefe Cir- 
comftances concurred in making it (b great a 
difficulty to give Praife with decency and. 
propriety. I ihall only obferve, that none 
of the three Caufes afligned do any great ho- 
nour to Mankind, or make it much for the 
Intereft of Virtue, that they Ihouldbe believ- 
ed to have fb great an Influence. For as the 
Love of Praife is one of the moft powerful 
Incentives to the exercife of Virtue, it muft 
needs flacken our Endeavours in the puriiiit . 
of it, if we refled: on all Praife as either falfe- 
ly, infincerely, or ignorantly given ; one ot 
other of which muft be the Effed: of laying 
down any of thefe Obfcrvations as a general 
Principle. It is therefore much the fafer way 
to look out for more particular Reafons of a 
thing which may be fo well accounted for, 
without faftning upon Maxims derogatory 
to the Honour of Human Nature, and inju- 
rious to Virtue, becaufe the Obfervations on 
which they are built have been found true in 
fbme Inftances. And I am perfuaded, that by 
this Method, we fliall find the matter much 
lels owing to any Infirmity or Defed in the 
Nature of Men, than to vitious Cuftoms and 
corrupt Notions introduced by Men of greater 
Power than Virtue, not only without, but 
againft the concurrent Senfe of Mankind. 

Thus in the early Ages of the World, 
the Sons of Oppreffion and Violence, who' 
had an infatiable Luft after Power and Domi- 
nion, 
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Bion, made it their buHnefs to encourage moil 
thofe Qualities in Men which were fitteft to 
ijupport it, and implied Ability rather than 
Virtue. Men of fmall Thought and Reflec- 
tion, iiich as we may fuppofe the Subje<As of 
the firft Tyrants to have been, and fuch as 
Men are generally found to this day in all 
Countries where Slavery is in faftiion, ob- 
ferving how Rewards were ufoally difpenfed^ 
began to conceive the higheft Efteem for 
thole Qualities and A<Aioqs which entitled 
the Owners to the moft liberal Recompences» 
and to imagine Merit where-ever they few 
Favour. Hence it came to pafs, that Valour, 
and even bodily Strength, commenced r epu*> 
table Qualities, and were reckoned the prin^ 
cipal Ingredients in the Compofition of a 
Hero. A great part of the Hiuory of Man- 
kind is nothing ale but a Recital of the Ex- 
crtion of thefc two Qualities, and of the ter- 
rible Exploits performed by one Villain after 
another, under the names of Heroes and 
Conquerors. Theft People had their Flat* 
cerers ; and there being nothing elfe to com- 
loepd in them, their Vidories and barbarous 
Triumphs became the only Topics of Praifc. 
This continued a lonp time ; and both Poets 
atid Orators are (b full of it, that they have 
given Mankind a Surfeit, and made it and 
themftlves contemptible^ by infifting lb long, 
and fo often, 00 Qualities which do not dif- 
fer enough in the feveral PofleflTors of them, 
to JDUike that Diftin<^ionof Chara^cr among 
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them which is the Life and Soul of Timegjric. 
And befides, as thofe Qualities have done 
much more hurt than good among Mankind, 
it is no wonder, that in celebrating of tbem» 
Authors have failed pf raifing the Admiradon 
and Attention of their Readers to the Heigte 
they intended, and rendered Praife itielf fuipi^ 
cious, which for fo many Ages had been 
proftituted to (uch unworthy Furpofes, 

This fmgle Inftance is more than iufficient 
to fhew, that falfe Praife may be given in 
compliance with Cuftom, contrary to the 
Didaces of Nature and Reafbn ; and conie- 
quently, that Mankind in general ought not 
to be chaffed with a Fault which had its 
rife from a perverted Senfe of things, and 
which inftead of being an Argument that 
Men either cannot, or Will not (»-aife juftly, 
is a dired Proof, that we naturally fcorn 
und deteft all kind of Praife which is unjuft. 
And thofe Gentlemen who take a h^mdle 
from iiich Inflances to accufe Mankind of 
generally making wrong Jui^ents, ad very 
inconfiftently, not to fay impertinently, in 
appealing to the Ju^ment of Mankind, to 
prove themfelves in the rightt 

Tm natural Equality of Mankind is the 
true Reafon why Panegyric feeim to moft 
Men a dry and lifelefs kind of Writing. In* 
telledhial or Moral Qualities are the only 
things which are truly laudable : and in theft 
the. Preheminence of one Man over anothcf 
is, generally (peftkipg, fo vef y Iftcf^, tWfii^ 
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Superiority is not always vifible enough, to 
exalt the Mind of a Reader beyond himfeif in 
the Encomiums on the Wifdom or Goodnefs 
of another Man. Everyone is apt to ima- 

§inc himfeif fufBciently wife, and whatever 
larc of Goodnefe he has he is perfectly af- 
fured of; and fo upon hearing the Virtue or 
Underftanding of others cried up at an extra- 
ordinary rate, is ready to ask within himfeif, 
what is there in all this, which I or any Man 
die is not capable of? Or why (hould any 
Man be celebrated for Quahties 1 am as mucn 
matter of as he, unlefs there be Merit in the 
having of greater Opportunities to exert 
them r This is a very frequent and natural 
Refledion in the minds of moft Men of or- 
dinary Underftanding and common Honefty ; 
they feel within themfelves the fame Di^ofi* 
tions they hear lb highly commended in 
others, and are confequently furprized to 
find them looked on as uncommon and e^- 
traordinary, which is the Light that Panegy- 
xic ufoally endeavours to fet them in. In ihort, 
it is the buCnefs of Panegyric to make every 
thing appear admirable ; and the moft that a 
wife and virtuous Man can do, is to approve 
in others what he is confeious of^ and well* 
pfeafed with in himfeif. 
, But whatever may be the Caufe why Men 
diflikc TPanegyric^ there are many Reafons 
why far thegreatfer part of "Pane^ricshvft 
proved difpleafing. Men are not fb apt to 
take offence at the praifing of others, as thofc 
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who have done it have been to give it, by 
the wrong Methods they have fallen upon in 
fitting out the Merits of thofe whom they 
endeavoured to commend ; to animadvert on 
a few of which, Ihall be the bufinefs of the 
remaining part of this Paper. 

The nrft Error in praifing is doing it 
in an undiftinguifhed manner, and in the 
lump ; as when we celebrate a Man for 
Qualities which Multitudes poflels in com- 
mon with him; without defcribing the par- 
ticular manner in which thofe Qualities fit 
upon him. Praife of this fort is perfedly 
childifh, and means nothing, being the Pic- 
ture not of a Perfon, but of a Species. It 
is not enough to call a Man wife, good and 
virtuous, unlefs at the fame time we give 
foch Marks of his Wifdom, Goodnefs and 
Virtue, as to difcover the difference betwixt 
him and all other Men of the fame Cha- 
rader. To do this requires a great Ge- 
nius, improved and heighten'd by much 
Knowledge of the World, and frequent and 
accurate Obforvations on Mankind. And 
as the great Nicety of the Art lies in hit- 
ting thofe peculiar Graces, apd namelefs 

. jExpellences in a Charadcr, which are apt 
to efeape the Obfervation of ap ordinary 

. Eye, unleft a Man be very furc of his own 
Abilities this way, he had much better be 
filent, than attempt to praife any Man ; 

, fiace inftead of paying him a Compliment, 

. he dogs ])im a real Injury. 
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A Second Error in Praiie is the Excefs 
of it. There is great danger that we ftiall 
iQot keep to Characters juftly, when we 
endeavour to raife them high; and the 
greater they are Ihewn, the Difproportions^ 
where there are any, as there are few or no 
Characters in Life but what have Ibme, will 
become the more vifible. Befides, by prai- 
fiQg a Man much, we put him in the (late 
of a Debtor to his Reputation, and expoic 
him to perpetual Demands on the Credit of 
it ; which may create a kind of uneaiinefs 
^n him, and make him bear his Qualities 
with lefs grace than he did formerly, if it 
docs not fometime or other throw him into 
the condition of a Bankrupt. For this rea- 
Ibn we fliall find,^ that difcreet Friends arc 
always extremely cautious in their Com<* 
mendations of each other, and talk on that 
Subject: with much the fame diffidence and 
modefty as when they fbeak of themfelves. 
And indeed there is qothing more amiable 
and graceful in Converfation, than to hear 
one Ipeak of the Man he is known to love 
with Temper, and without that Emotion 
which I have k;iown fojne People in upon 
fuch occafions, who have afterwards lived 
in a flate of perfect Indifference and E- 
ftrangemept with the Perfons they ufed 
formerly to praiie to a decree of Extrava- 
gance and Wantonriels. 

Thb 
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The laft, and perhaps the greatefi Defeift 
of Tanegyric is, that it has been too often 
bellowed upon Perfons during their own 
Life-time, who have lived to contradid by 
their after- AiJKons the Encomiums of their 
Admirers, This is what has given a flrong 
Prejudice againft all Praiies offered to Men 
above ground, and who have not the Seal 
of a Tomb-ftone affixed to their Charader. 
While a Man is alive, he is in a poHibility 
of degenerating from Wildom and Virtue, 
and others of retrading their good Opinion 
of him. And this is what has happened (b 
often, chat we have great realbn to be jea* 
lous of its doing fb again. As no Man can 
be reckoned happy or miferable, (b neither 
can he be pronounced virtuous or virions, 
till we fee what becomes of him in the end* 
In ihort. Human Life is a ^rama ; we 
cannot judge of the Performance, till Death 
has finiftied the Catajirofhe^ doled the 
Scene, and let down the Curtain. 

I N mv opinion, there is no Praife Ji^ or 
true, which is not the effed of Gratitude 
for Benefits done either to Mankind, or 
ourfelves. And the more particularly we 
fpeci^ thofe Benefits, fo much the better ; 
the oeft way of painting Men being to 
defcribe their Anions, and leave others to 
judge of the Qaalities from whence they had 
their rife. On this account, among the 
many Compliments I receive from my Rea- 
ders, I am always beft pleafed with thofe 
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wiiich import particular Thanks for ibme 
G(K>d my Papers cither have, or they 
imagine them to h^ye done them ; and pre^ 
fer them mudi to any general Eticomiums 
on my Abilities, which can only^ flatter my 
Vanity and Ccmceit. I have jtnach (^eaitire 
in the Letter of an eminent Smoaker at die 
u^ne Cofee^HouJe^ who aflures me, that 
his Tobacco always relifhes bed, wben he 
lighj:s^ his Pipe with one of my Papers. 
Another, who likes Scotch Snuff, but finds 
It a little too llrong for him, tells me, he 
receives great benefit by laying it a Day or 
two in the Journal, by which means it be* 
comes fbft, and mild enoi:^h for his ule. 
And I am informed, that feveral Cookmaids 
ihower down their Blefiings upon me, for 
fiirniihing them with fb notable an Infltu^ 
ment for fingeing a Turhy^ Bat what I am 
mod proud of, is to hear, that great num- 
bers of a late Paper of mine upon Ingrati- 
tude were on Monday Night laft made up 
into Crackers, and played off by the good 
People of St. Tatrickjireet, in the midft 
of their Rejoicings on the Arrival of the re- 
verend Dean Sw^ fi-om England ; by which 
means they became an Inftance of that 
very Virtue they were written to inculcate, 
and promoted Gratitude in a double Capa- 
city. 

The mention of this ingenious Gentle* 
man, feems to open a lai^e Field for the 
prolonging this Paper, But the Sut^cft I 
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have been upon^ forbids me to fay what the 
OccafioQ naturally fii^efts ; and fb J ihall 
leave it to my Coantrymen to recoUedl what 
Obligations they lie under to him, the Me- 
mory of which will be a much better and 
traer Panegyric than any that Words can 
beftow ; great Refentments of every kind 
being always beft exprcfled by the Elo- 
quence of Silence. 

I am, SIR, Tours, 8cc. 

HiBERNICUS. 



N*^ 75. Saturday^ September '^^ 1725. 

To the AuT HO R of the ©«^//» Journal 
Signata Vblumina . ' 1 H r. 

SIR, 

SI S H O P Sfrat, whofe Obferva- 
tions are for the mod part very 
P curious and uncommon, nas fbme- 
g where a Refledion I have often 
heard much commended, but 
in my opinion very unjuftly ; fince if 
all the World had been of his mind, we 
ihould never have feen fome of the bed and 

^ ufefuUeft 
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nicfiilleft Writings which Antiquity has hand- 
ed down to us. He gives' it as his pofitirc 
Judgment, * That if .the private Letters of 

* Friends be written in the manner they 

* ought, they will be fit for no bqdy^s pc- 

* rulal but theirs to whom they aredireded ;* 
and therefore concludes, ^ That all fuch 
^ Monuments of the friendly and intimate 

* Correlpondences of great Men with then: 

* Contemporaries, inftead of being publiih- 
*ed, ougnt to be carefully liippreued/ For 
my part, I fliould much rather imagine, that 
the principal Reafon why we diflike a great 
many fuch Letters which have been akeady 
publifhed, is becaufe they are not written as 
they ihould have been, and were as little fit 
for the Perfon's perufal to whom they were 
fent, as they are now for that of the 
Publick. 

CICERO is allowed by every body to 
be, if not the greatefl, at leaft one of the 
greateft Men of Antiquity, who have made 
a Figure in the Commonwealth of Learning. 
His Writings on Subjeds both of Philofbphy 
and Eloquence have been the Admiration 
and Delight of all the fucceeding Ages ; and 
to this day are univerfally efteemed among 
the moft perfed Models, not only of a per- 
Ipicuons Style, and beautiful Expreffion, but 
of Juft Thinking and exad: Reafoning. Yet 
none of the Writings of this extraordinary 
. Perfbn are more entertaining or inftrudive 
than his Familiar Efifi/es, They give us 
2 a 
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a much dearer lofigbc of the Man apd his 
Sencimetits, thao we mea with in his pre*- 
meditated and more elaborate Performances ; 
and wc are no lefs pleafed to behold him ia 
the Charader of a Brgther^ a Husb/md^ of 
a Friend^ than in the more illuftrious Ap« 
Clearances of a MagiJIrate, ^xx Orator^ or a 
^biJofifher. Far more will be touched with 
his Afledion for his Brother ^ Ciceroy his 
Tenderneis and Complaifance for Terentia. 
and his inyiolable Friendihip to Attlcus^ than 
tfe capable of examinii]^ his EHfcourfes cm 
Tbilofofbicdl SuhjeSIs, or of being af}e<^ecl 
With that StcH'm of Eloquence which was 
uied to aftoniih the Roman People, and is 
even iaid to have made the great defar 
tremble. 

Nor Mt theie Epifiles lefs valuable on 
other accounts, as they contain (bme of the 
beilMeoiQirs extant of that bufy Age, which 
podnced io many and fiich furprizing Revo« 
lutions in the Rothoh Commonwealth ; and 
let OS iee much £irtber into the (ecret Springs 
and Cauies of them, and the Chara<^ers bom 
^ Peribns and Parties, than without them 
we ihouk) poifibly do« Even thofe little 
Out*breakings of Vanity and Affedation 
which we meet, with in them, have their 
Pleafure and Ufe, in difcovering the Deieds 
and Infirmities moft incident to great MindSt 
if indeed they deferve that Name, and are 
not rather the neceflary Rdiuk of inward 
Greatnefs, and exalted Virtue. 
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All chefe Circumftances coQCwnog, have 
rendered this part of that gireat Man^s Wri- 
tings DO lefs bofnorary to bis Name, amoog 
all Lovers of Lear Ding and Hiumnity, tbaD 
tboie which feem to have coft htm the great* 
eft Pains and Indoftry in the Prodi^ioft 
This Angle Inftance therelbie is likfficienc to 
ihew bow Jittle foundation there is for the 
bold AiTertion of the reverend Prelate I 
have been (peaking of; and gives juft redba 
ta believe, that be either very macb forgot 
bimfelf when be advanced tt^ or elfe did not 
intend it fo generally as }m Words feem to 
import. Fo^ as k would be the beighe of 
preiiimption to pais cenlure on Cicerd^s E- 

S'ftles as not written in the maontt tbev 
odd be ; ib I faofy, no one wodd wilr 
lingly cake npon him to deckre them unfit 
for the perv^al of others^ after baving le* 
ceifved fuch a Sandion to their Worth and 
Ufefulnels firom the united Sufirages of fo 
many fucce^kag Ages. 

We are ailb indebted to many other great 
IVCen, both aotieot and modern, lor Wri* 
tii^s of the fame kind, which have beea 
juftly admired, and will conrinae to be lb, as 
long as Mankind have any. r^ard left for 
Gooa Senfe or ToUteneJs. Nor can wc con* 
ceive what there \% in the Manure of tbis 
Species of Writing, which fliould prevent ici 
being as emertaining and ufe&l as any other ; 
unle^ we either imagine, tbat Friends oi^t 
not to converfe together about any thing 

which 
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which concerns Mankind, or chat it is unfit 
for Mankind to know any thing of the Inti^ 
macies and Endearments of Friendfhtp, far- 
ther than what Inftind, add every Man's 
own private Experience may inform him. 
And at this rate, no Man can cultivate a ge- 
nerous Commerce with his Friends, without 
impairing his pubhck Ufefukiefs ; nor become 
publickly u(efiil, without failing in the Re- 
gards he owes to his Friends. Both which 
are Suppositions fb dilhonourable to Man- 
kind, and prejudicial to Virtue, that we 
ought to be extremely cautious of advan*- 
cing any thing whicn may feetn to infer 
them. 

I T is very true, that the Wotld has feen 
a great many Volames of the Epiftolary kind 
of Writing, which are juftly exceptionable, 
and have prejudiced Men much againft Pub- 
lications of thM fort. Our Neighbours the 
French have glutted the Market with this 
Ware, and have generally provided it with 
iiich poor Stuff) that People of Senfe are 
grown Ihy of having any^ thing to fay to it. 
Out of a too great Fondnefs for their own 
Compofures, they have trifled with the Pub- 
lick, and vainly imagined, that Mankind 
would be plealed with the perufal of their 
Gallantries, and infipid Compliments, with- 
out any thing to recommend them but a 
little Delicacy of Turn, and an empty Po- 
litenels of Expreflion. The Humour proved 
iofeiflious ; and in imitation of them, leveral 
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Authors bf 6ther T^ations thoaght themfelvcs 
concerned vo pobtifc to th<f World all the 
mfigntficant Tattle and ga^ tm^rtin^nce:^ 
that ever pafTed betwixt them and any of 
their Friers ; and by this means rendered 
the Ptedice of publifhing Epjiolary Writings 
ridicalous and contemptible. 

The truth is. moft People have enter* 
tained very wrong Notions of this matter, 
both as to the Subjeds to be written upon, 
and the Manner of doing it. It is pretty gc- 
na-ally thooght, that private Buunefs, or 
Compliments, are the only Subjects proper 
for Familiar Letters ; and the former of 
tbefe being of no ulc but to the Per- 
fons immediately concerned, and the latter 
of none at all, from hence occasion has been 
taken to regard the Species of Writing itftlf, 
as of lio other importance^ than as ^n Inftru- 
ment to carry on the Amiirs, or Dlvcrfions 
6f Men in common Life. 

Neither have the Miftakes been lefir 
confidcrable as to the Manner in which fa- 
miliar Letters ought to be written.-. As to 
Letters of Bufinefe, it has bten laid down as * 
^ Principle, that no Gate at all is neceflTar/ 
in the Uompofition of them. For Bufincfs, 
tky th6y, will fpeak for itfdf/ and fave t 
Man the labour of ftudyitig how to. exprefs 
bittifelC This is foinething akin to certain 
templaifant Texts I have heard oi; which 
prevent the pains of the ^arfon in Jfplittin^ 
them, and with much Civility 72?// i^/SrW^r, 
Vol \h N or 
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or divide themielves. And this has .pre* 
vailed fo faf, chat to avoid all iiiperfluous 
Words aod Pbraies, a great many People 
write their Letters without either Senie ot 
Grammar, and in 9 manner which would be 
perfedly unintelligible, if the PerTons to whom 
they are lent did not underftand fomething 
of the Bufmeis beforehand. Thus Lazinefe 
is caird in to the afliftance of Ignorance, 
and Ignorance in return contrives a moft 
ablurd and ridiculous Excufe for Lazinels. 

Care and Exadncfe of Writing there- 
fore are referved for Letters of Compliment, 
wherein the ingenious Penmen are to difplay 
their own bright Parts, in letting forth the 
Prailes of their Correfpondents. The mean* 
ing of this is, that Matters of confequence 
require little or no pains, but Trifling a great 
deaL And it may perhaps be true, that to 
trifle is a Task much more laborious, than to 
^e in ea^rneft ; at leafl one would be apt to 
think fo, who has feen what drained Thoi^hts, 
and far-fetchM Expreflions the greater pare 
of our Letters of Conipliment are made up 
of, and what a perpetual endeavour there is 
to excel, in faying things which lofe all their. 
Beauty and Cjrace, when they are faid any 
otherwife than in a fimple and unafiec^ed 
manner. Some are fo belbtted with this 
enormous way of Writing, that they ima« 

tine they have neyer laid enough, till they 
ave faid every thing, and dilcovered the 
ntmofl: extent of their Wic aod Lcarnii^ in 

jehc 
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the compafe of a Letter. I rememher once 
at the Univerfity two profound Scholars, 
who Were very huiid)le Admirers of each 0*. 
tfaer^ and u&d to carry on a Correfpondence 
in the perfe<a Sublimity of Faftian. Their 
Compliments always came in Clufters, ot 
rather casM one within another, like a Neft 
of Duuh Boxes; One of them is fo remark- 
able, that I fliall never forger it. * You are 

* wrapt about, lays the elegant Writer, with 

* a Train of Qualifications that are every 
^ way. iuitahle, and harmonioufly adapted 
^ for finifhing tHat Structure that is endowed 

* with a Capacity for performing the Offices 

* of a good Comerade.' It is highly pro- 
bable this worthy Sentence coft the Author 
6f it more Study, than would have ftrved a 
Man of plain good Senfe to hav^ wrote a , 
whole Letter upon the molt, important Bu- 
iineis, 

; Since then, neither private Bufinefe, nor 
mere Compliments, are capable of making 
Jitters at once entertaining and ufefal, it 
may be inquired, what are the proper Sub- 
jeds for that purpofe'. ,To this a Ihort An- 
(wer is fufficient. Mi^hatever Subjeds arc 
capable, of being rendered agreeable and ufe- 
fiil in Converfation among Friends, nxay be 
made the Subjeds of Epiftolary Converfa- 
tion ; that is, whatever employs the 
ThiougHts of Men of Senfe and Reflexion; 
A friendly Commerce of this kind, if con- 
4iu(2ed with Judgment and Spirit, Will nc- 
N 2 . vcr 
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\ct reficA any difhonom oo die Afea vrbo 
joaiotain it« by its Pofalicitcioa, or be on- 
iiic CO be jcoBnuaoic^ed to more People cfaaa 
^hoft who are pardcoiaily concerned in ic. 
But as there is a good deal of Art re^fice 
to tbe right management of Ibdi a Corre* 
ipoodence, and as a great many Perlbns, 
ocfaerwife of gf6od Sente» lia?e formed to 
tbemfelFes a Tery cormpc fade of this 
Matter, and entertained wrong Notions a- 
be9C it, it m^t not perhaps be uanfeftil to 
talk more imly concermi^ it. But this 
may be the Snbjed of ibme Saxmt Paper. 



I, am, SIR, 

' Tour very humble Servttntt 

HiBBRNICUS. 
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N^76* Saturday, Seften$6erio, iji^. 

TJy HiBERMlCUS* 
RfJimteneatisJmkL Hor, 

SIR. 

HAVE read (withlbme con^ 
cern but no furprizc) the Ac- 
count you have given of the Fate 
of your weekfy ^a^ers^ in that of 
tlie 27th of Auguft laft. And 
cho fome of your Readers may think it ftrange, 
that Writings intended to improve and remid 
<he Manners and Tafte of Mankind, ihould 
be employed to fuch vile purpofes as to light 
m Tife^ to kf up Snuff, or to finge Toultry^ 
riieir Wonder will (bon ceafe, if they bat con- 
fider, that the Eiid and Scope of your per- 
finrmances is the true and only Occafion of 
their fatal Deftiny. 

For, give me leave to tell you, that you 
have all along appeared too zealous an afler* 
tor of Reajbn, and what is (by miftake) cal* 
led Common Senfi. You feem, by your 
Writings, to converfe too much with Lord 
Shaftesbury, tht SpeBator^WooliafionJiutche- 
fin^ and fuch other dull Rationalifis^ whole 

N J iniipid 
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infipid Works tend continually to ran counter 
CO, and (hock the mod received and^rec^ 
able Notions of Plealiire and feniual Enjoy-^ 
ment. Nay, have you not been fo rafli and 
indifcreet, astounderfake aCqnfiitatibn qftha|: 
formidable Treatife, The Fable of the Bees t 
A Book of iuchuniverfal Ufe, and calcolated 
for no leis notable an End thfqith^t of fiirnifii* 
ing all the pretty Fellows of the Age with 
political and fhilo/bfhical Reafins for every 
thing they. do. What have you gained by 
yoxxx Cr it icijm? The Book, after two Edi- 
tio^is, is ^lmo(| out of print ; fo t|iat,. it is tq 
be hoped, thp Public^ wil| ipop be edified 
V^ith a Third one improved and enlaiged ; 
>yhich muft convince you, that if you could 
:ircfolvc to fall into jthat admirable Author's way 
of thinking and \yritipg, ypu would (bpn ,be 
^ble to enhapce the Priqe of yom Pfoduiftion^ 
\y ^he gTpat number of ne>y Difciples you 
V^ould ge^ BdieVe .n^e, Sir^ there is no* 
thing hke being with the Moforiiy. I have 
often known that Argument to be of grea^ 
prevajleocy in Afrepi|>lies lookM i^pon a$ 
^w/«/; therefore ^hy it fijouU) noj be (q 
with you, I cannot tell. If you go on iQ 
ypur old bpaten Road, 'tis true, you'll have 
fome few j^rarve zn^ fufercilious Moralifts oa 
your fide; ^ut if you caft away that io^rti*. 
pent contradiding fapulty, Reajbn, and fin4 
put Arguments to countenance and fiippor^ 
^hofe Adions which proceed from Cujtom^ 
l^dmatton^ an^ facb pther Soqi^ces ^hicl^ 
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(oBic of your Friends foolilhly call Trejudi^ 
ces^yoxx will have, at leaft, tnree fourths of 
the World your humble Admirers. 
, But perhaps you will think it injurious to 
Mankind, to treat them after the manner I 
preicribe, and that fuch Admonitions as tend 
to improve them with exalted Notions of 
Virfue ^nd moral T)uties, are more foitablc 
to Creatures endowed with rational Souls, 
than all the E^cufes we can furnifh them 
with in defence of the Follies and Exccfles of 
unruly Paflions and irregular Appetites. If 
thefe be your Sentiments, I beg you would 
confider that you are ftill with the Minority^ 
and confequently your weekly Labours can 
never prolper. But to cure you, ifpoflible, 
of your Error, I muft bring you better ac- 
quainted than you leem to be with your Fel* 
low-Mortals, and inform you that I have ic- 
veral invincible Arguments in ftore to explode 
the Principle you leem to lay {6 much ftrefs 
upon, nam6ly. That the major J>art of Man- 
kind are endued with rational Souls. This, 
at leaft, I am fure I can prove, that if the 
greater Number of Men are fo unreafonable as 
to think they have Jiich Souls, they ought, 
in all confcience^ to be afhamed to own it. 

But as the Expofition of this Dodtrinc 
cannot well be contained in the Bounds of one 
Letter, I Ihall only lay it open in this, and re* 
fcrvc for a following one what Ihall be necefla- 
IT toput it in its full Light. The firft thing 
uierefore I ihall begin with, will be to giva 
N 4 yoa 
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you z.Mefhanical EJfay on the Oj^erationrcf 
the Mind^ aod endeavour to . evidence the 
Uniformity pf Nature, ia that pyticukj, in 
almofl: tIjC:W hole Creation. 

y LA TO. having defined Man an Animal 
with tziv Feet walking in an, gre^ ^ojiure ; 
that dirty Fellow "Diogenes toofe^ a Cock^ apd 
threw huD among the Auditors, crying out, 
Here is PlatoV Man. Our Philofopher find* 
ing his Definition in^coinpleat, added with- 
out 'Feathers ; whereupon the Cynick ioqV^ 
up the Cock, picK'd.mm, and* rfirpwing 
him down again, with a fcornful fihile, re- 
ppated. Here is PlatoV Man. I confefs 
that, notwithftanding the great veneration I 
have for the DIVINE PLATQ (to 
whom ehriftianity itfelf is fi? deeply indebt- 
ed) his Definition of Man was defedive, 
find he ought to have added his Factdty of 
Speaking^ And I maintain that, with thi^ 
Addition, the Definition is compleat, and a 
piuch better one than that which would make 
us believe that Man is a rational Creature^ 
Nothing but an ill*grounded Pride has given 
rife to this Idea, which does not become the 
fourth Part of Mankind ; but that of Tlato 
newly Revifed^ Enlarged^ and Amended^ i$ 
applicable to moil part of the Human Race. 

You will perad venture imagine thatlinr 
tend to difparage my Neighbours, by thus 
diftinguifhing them ftom Brutes^ only by 
their exterior Figure and articulate Sounds. 
Thef efore I muft beg the fiiyoui of year Pa-^ 
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ticncc till I haveproYcd Bay Hyfothefis^ whfcli 
will Y^ry much tea(J to the Honour and Dig- 
nity Qf my FeUow-Cfcatufcs ;^ as, on thci 
other band,, if that of your Brethren^ the 
modern Moralifis^, we«e true, it mull of ne- 
cc/Iity* as.1 h^yealreai^ibioted, bring mofi 
IVlea nnder ,the; greateft ihdme aod confo^ 
Con.' • 

First then I lay down» as. an undeni- 
able Truth»^ that we have in common with 
other Animals a cert diff Machine o 
and ex()uifite WoiiuBanihip, the 
Springs whereof are Imagination a 
ry. If we carefully examine this 
we ihaU^find it exadly the iame ii 
Beafts^ every thing being done in 
manner merely /^^x^tf and necejfar 
convinced of this, let us t>ut condd 
outward Objeds do^by the e:i;:terior Otg^ of 
Senlation, fend into the Braia certain ^agfs^v^ 
which meeting with, the animal Spirits Oifftfy. 
dijpo/edy excite in the Machine u>me deter* 
miuM^ Motion or othpc . The Machim itfcif 
is incapable of any Choice^ but i& ^lway« 
actuated, by the i^rongefl Impreflion) which 
geoerally depends on.tneDiipoiition itisixu 
at.the very Inflant it receives it.. 

To mal^e this more obvious, fuppoie x 
Man fhould take a Stick in one hand and 
threaten a Dog with it. and in the other ^a* 
piece of Bread and.of^r it to biro. If the; 
Bead be hungry,, he will gp to the piece o£ 
Preadi if Fear ne predQniioant> the maclwte. 

will 
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will nin away. In like manner, if yon place 
a young Woman between two Men, one of 
them well limbed and very handfbme, but 
meanly clad \ the other of indiiflerent Stature 
and Features, but dreifTed in Scgrlet embroi- 
dieted with Gold : If ifae has apy IndinatioQ 
to Beauty 2nd Symmetry, fhc will turn to 
the handfome Fellow; but if Ihe be rather 
affeded M^ith Show and Gaudinefi^ the il/^- 
chine will immediately finile at thtfine Coat. 
Thus far Imagination. 

I NOW orocced to Memory, which is no- 
thing but the fame Imagination ading without 
the affiftancc of exterior Obje(3s^ To ex- 

?lam this, we n^uft confider that the firft 
mage which an outward Obje^ inmrints 
op our Brain is very flight ; it refemoles a 
thin Vapour which dwindles into nothings 
without leaving the lead track after it. Bu( 
if the fame Objed fiicceffively offers itlelf Ic- 
veral times, the Image it occafions thereby 
jncreafes and Itrengtnens itlelf by degrees, 
till at laft it acquires fuph a confiftency (if J 
may fb call it) as makes it fubflft as long as the 
Af^r^i/r^ itfelf. A Stock of Images having 
been thus acquired, they each have their re*' 
fpedive little Cell ot Lodge, where they go 
and hide.. Yet we.muft nof ^uppofe that 
they are continually in their Retirement ; 
th^y would become qfelefe if they were (o. 
But on the contrary, great Numbers of them 
are always going to and fror^ and if one of 
them chances to go by the Cell or Lodge of 
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another which has the lead real or imtt^noiy 
conformity with it, out pops the retired 
Image ^ and immediately joins the wandering 
one. This never fo obviouily happens^ as 
when a new Image is introduced into the 
Brain, who as (bon as he appears, occafions 
great Commotions among all the old InbabU 
PoHts^ who either have, or think they have/ 
any refemblance or relation to the new 
Qomers* 

N o W) according to my fuf^ontion, there 
being no oEHve intelligent Beings who, by 
bis Preience and Superintendency, governs 
and directs the Coune of thofe vagabond 
Images^ every thing in the Brain refembles tho 
^fortuitous concourfe of Atoms. Two Images 
meet, and unite to each other; thefe two 
meeting with a third, it unites to them intho 
fame manner ; and this jMcetina; and Union 
continuing for fbme time, at iaft occafions a 
Qipft monftrQus Aggregation, y^ty like the 
Qbofts of the iPoet, where 

Frigida cum calidis fugnant^ humentia Jiccisl 

Theie onited Images do ibmetimes feparate 
from e^ch other with the fame facility they 
had joined, juft like the faihionable way of 
marrying among the Qiality ; at other times, 
they maintain then^lves in their Union, 
like pOQr Folks, without ever getting aiiinder ; 
elpecially when this Unibn i3 the Efled of 
Chance^ but £aor0 particularly when one Ani^ 
3 ^ mal 
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tonihtr into; the Biain of anotfaei; te thi& 
kfi! Cafe tme/^wj^ of this! fo^ neirer appeafd^ 
wichoor ifiswiioleRcfiiDve; andif aifftaggliag 
odCy in its piogoefr tbno^ the Braio, cfaatices^ * 
to* ftiiice aey of Jhis €ham^^ all tie ad]€i& 
wfllapi^tia^y Mklcbincoortbekiftiiiik. Tbefe 
iaits cf Cbdim an .wliat we eatt Hahksx- 
the Tmper zmA Saffian IbosgibGd theoi, 
and they, in grateful return, flrengtben th€ 
Tcflbper andP^bna^ ) 

Havinxs tkis explained the Mechamfim 
pf the BriM^ the iaft thing wbidi rouaiiEis 
&>r me to dbv is to proves that there is ito^ 
thing more, in the Braiu 06 &kt ^xateft part ^ 
of Men than in that of\othct Ammals ; and ' 
tbac whatever dtSereoce there aay feem to 
be. it only > confifts m U>mc <tegrees of 
Sprightliwfs z^Vltiocity^ mow or lefs- 

Meks Imagioatioii: is generally warmer 
thaiLthat pfBiS^s^ who alio dif&r from each 
other as well with i^pedt tOi tbeiti feveraP 
Sp^cies^ as to the different Individual^ oi t\kt 
lame kind. 

But from whence (lay you) (hall we con- 
dude, tliat befideS' Imagimaion 2aiii Memory^ 
the Men we are talking of are notcendowed 
with a Principle of A^on Which is both 
intelligfntzxsAJr^l 

Gi V* mo learre in my torn t<r ask you, up-' 
on what groimds you frame tfie like }vt&^ 
mcnt of Beads ? 

. X Yoy 
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You will certablr anfwer me, that *ti$ 
upon tbcir Aiftions. Very well; and as to 
Men, it is from their T^ijcourfes and Adiions 
I deduce «md prove my Opinion of them : 
and perhaps by this way cif jacking we do 
the poor Beads a great deal of wrong ; for we 
only (ee what tbey do, iuod bac^dls « tbc 
Priac^ from whence tMr Aoions A^w, 
and who knows if oqr Copj$(3:iires about j£ 
be not falfe ? 

Ira Dog, or any other AoimaJi could eau 
plain the Motives whereby he is determined 
to zQl^ we Ihoold perhaps difcover in them 
deep Thoughts, (blid B^eafoning^ and a great 
deal of Prudence. Whereas the Men of 
whom I have been fpeaking, do communis 
cate to us their Motives to Adiojj ; and we 
can difcover in them nothing elfe but an In^ 
fimdi operatii^ by the adiftapce of Mepiory 
and Imaginat$on. 

Thus I believe I have pretty well open* 
ed my Dodrlne codceming the generality of 
Men ; and your E^eaders may eafrly examine 
the Truth of my Theory, oy confidering^ 
with a little attention, the great Bulk of 
Mankind. But however, a$ it may be necef- 
lary to clear im this matter a little farther^ 
and €0 anfwer wnat Objedliohs can be made, 
I am ready to do it; and in, my following 
Letter fhal! demonftr^e from ^common Ex- 
perience that the Conduft and Behaviour of 
moft Men proceeds from a fortuitous Con^ 
fourfiof images^ which I call Ca^ke\ ot 

from 
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from a Cbai/t of Images linked together by 
Cbancet which foim Cuftom or HMtt. 

I ami S I R^ Tours^ Sec 

Isaac Alogist. 



"'■> i::':r^^^%^'^^'^^WJ^^'^j:~m 



N® 77. Saturday t Seftetnber 17, 1725. 

■ if '■ , ,1 I r ■ ■ I ' l ■■ . ' '• • 

. To HlBERNICUSi 
—^■—Decifimur Jpecie * • ' H o K. 

SIR, 

jCOULD. proye and illuftrate 
what I &id m the Condufioa'of 
my laft Letter by feveral Inftaa- 
ces, and need not fetch them from 
that obfcure part of Mankind 
wiu> live and die unheeded. I would not' 
be forced to quote thole Wretches, who 
during fixty Years do nothing elfe but ban* 
die their Spades and Mattocks for (ix Days 
of the Week, and get drunk regularly every 
Sundt^. No, I could deduce my Proo» 
fiom the ConduA and Behaviour of the 
more elevated Ranks of Men, and Ihew, 
that it gener^y makes good what I allerted. 
No one will deny Education, generally 
%eaking, to infloeBce every Man in the paf e 
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he is to ad in the Wodd* And what is E^ 
^cation, /or the mo^ part, but ftodking a 
Child's Brain with. Chains of Images? 
Horace ibmewhere or other introduces a 
Corf enter deliberating with himfelf whether 
he fhould make a Jeint-Stool^ or a God, out 
of an old Block he was going to work upon. 
And do not mod Fathers do the fame with 
their Children ? Now pray, what is this 
but ading from ^fortuitous Concourfe of 
Images ? This Paflage of the Poet calls to 
my mind a Story which I think extremely 
applicable to our prefent Ai^ument. 

A Taylor in this City, having been 
very adive in promoting the Eledion of 
Tucker and Fownes\ was rewarded for his 
pains by a zealous Tarfin with the Clerk- 
fhip of the Parilhv He had at that time a 
Son turn'd of fifteen, and was in great {\£^ 
penfe whether to put him out Apprentice to 
a Button-maker y or dedicate him to the 
Church. But his own Preferment having 
raifed his Ambition, he expeded no Ids 
than CO fee his Boy come in Curate in a few 
years, and fo refolved he fhould be a Parfbn ; 
ay, marry y fhould he* and . a High-Church 
Parfbn too. The Boy, who had fome be* 

f Innings of (what is calPd) Claffic Learnings 
aving finiihed his grammatical Studies, and 
received his Manumijfory Indorfement, was 
feat to the Univerfity, and provided with a 
High^Church Tutor. Great care had been 

taken 
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iakeo belfbreliMd to 4tfii bi«t widi the ot- 
ftioft Rflfge and Fury dgaliril Fanmrij/kf { 
tad bis Tttoor etaploy'd aU his Mt and $kill 
to Mea in his-Briin a lo^ Cb^Un of Or- 
tfe>dox High'Church Inutgu. The Chain 
was ^ded io a tweHremoflth { bat it took 

SI fbar yeart more to ftreogthen and dc^ 
e Links. And now the Work was fo ftrong 
■ad well fintflied. that nothing was ^\!t to 
break it. This Train of /idm^^^ contiwiaUy 
tevolv'd in our youi^ Tat/m's Bram ; and 
to preferye them from being jofUed out by 
any intruding Ftfr^igners^ who might dii« 
fKmefs the Original Orth6d»ie InhMritantSt 
the fiiil Link of the Chain Was riv«tted by 
Tride, and the two laft ciofed if by tho^ 
two infeparaUe Companions, Laaintfs, and 
^Dread of Herefy, The Theohgicat Ma- 
chine thus fitted m>, afcends the Pa^it, 
thunders out againu Scbifin, draws a. Pa- 
rallel betwixt Rome and Geneva^ sum) gives 
the preference to the former, for havii^ 
preferv*d the Hierarchy of the Chnreli, and 
the Jure 'Di-vinojhif and uninterrupted 
SucceJ/ion of the Royal Triefthood. Next it 
damns the Whigs and Fmaticks for a pack 
of Jad'Dogs^ that would eat up Kings with 
a Corn ot Salt, and jiain the whole Ka' 
lendar with the Blood of Royal Martyrs, 
The poor old Ti^hr all this time wept for 
Joy at bis Desk ; one half of the Congre- 

§ation ftared, and the other half moft ja< 
icionfly concluded him to be one of the 

moft 



Digitized by 



Google 



HiBERKicusi Letters. \yi 

moft emtnent Preachers of the Age. He 
now b^ins to fanfy himfetf fb too ; for 
(what will feem very ftrange) he has never 
to this hour felt that he hath a rational 
Soul ; and if he did, he would not know to 
what uic to put it. 

I Need not expatiate upon other Cha- 
racters ; for I have too good an Opinion of 
your Readers, to doubt of their beginning 
now to be fenfible that moil Men ipeak and 
a<a but from a fortuitous Concourje of Ima- 
ges, or a "Train of them Jiored up in the 
Brain. ' 

The only Objedion I can forefee is, that 
Men are certainly diftiuguiflied by their Wit 
and Learning from Beajis^ to whom it is 
not pofHble to teach fo much as to read and 
write. But this is nothing at the bottom 
but a mere Cavih; for if thofe Animals 
called Brutes are not fo happy .as to under- 
ftand our Language, they are even with us, 
fince we are altogether as ignorant of theirs. 
What then, will you fay, have Beajis a 
Language as well as we ? Moft certainly ; 
and it requires but little attention to difcover 
that they have infallible Means of imparting 
to each other the Images that revolve in 
their Brain. We have, in the Memoirs of 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Tarts, the 
curious Defcription of a Commonwealth of 
Ants, in whole Policy and Government 
we meet with foch Inftances of good Or- 
der and Wifdom, as ought to ihame the 
Vol. IL O Ma- 
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Magiftraies of many of our Corporations* 
But not to deviate from my Purpole, I (hall 
only tranflate fo much of that Difcourfc as 
relates to the Cafe in hand. Thq curious 
Naturalift fpeaks thus. 

* Having a mind to try the Sagacity of 
thofe little Animals, I ftopt the Holes 
thro' which they went for their Provi- 
fions in a neighbouring Granary, and ' 
thereby obliged them to long and tedious 
Voyages in order to ftipply their Stores. 
At laft I fpread f^veral handfuls of Wheat 
in a Room which joined their place of 
abode ; but I dill found that the jints 
continued going over leveral Gardens and 
other large trad:s of Ground to find out 
Provifions, and coirflantly brought them 
home to the fame place : which plainly 
ihewed they had not yet difcovered the 
Supply I had intended for them. At lad: 
I caught one of the Ants, and threw her 
on the Wheat I had (pread : the Infed; 
having been frightened, and finding herfelf 
at liberty, ran away without laying hold 
'of that^ Opportunity to enrich herftlf; 
but about three or four Minutes after- 
wards, I was ^reeably furprized to fee 
five or fix hundred of thofe little Creatures 
marching towards the Heap of Wheat, who 
all took their Loading, and afterwards 
returned home. Which evidently pi^ov^t 
that the frji Ant had communicated her 
Difcovery to the others.' 

Having 
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Having thus removed the Objedioo, 
tad ihcwn from good Auchority that Ani- 
mals, and even fiich flighted Creaeares as 
Ifife(2s, have the Faculty of difclofing t&eir 
Thoi^hrs to each other ; I think I may 
Tciittoe to aiSrm, that if Beafb could a/Tlime 
cor Sha^e and Organs, thiey would fay and 
do all thofe things that Men look on as the 
diftinguijhing Chura£ferifiicks of their Sn^e^ 
rkrity. 

For inftance, do but confider G^/i, Cof^ 
melius Lap-dog. He <»ts mote Sweet-meis^ts 
and Gomfits than my Lord-Mayor^s Grand- 
child, and all from his Miftrefs*^ Mouth: 
Nothing caift te jitter and livelier than tbac 
little Creature. He is continually inia^iom 
He leaps on a Safhn, ftom tbeiictf on A 
China Table, off of which he throws dtown 
half a^ d«)zen Clips and Saucers. This fin^ 
Expedition over, he rambles three or fouf! 
times abdut the Rootti ; then gees on Q/*- 
meiia% la^, dimbs on her Shoulders, licks^ 
herNofe^ fOratches her Forehead, bloiifes her 
Hail*, and ttears her Mechlin Lappet. Now 
Me jumps again on the gwund* Ixirks at ano- 
ther Dog juft come into ^ the Room ; if the 
big Ddg runs away, Cupd will certainfy bite 
him in the hinder Leg, but if he only grins, 
the Lap- dog will immediately take fhelter 
under his Miftrefe's Petticoats. Now let any 
caAdid uiJprejudtcM Reader tell me, if Cupid, 
hiving a humane Shape, a laced Coat, a> 
fhll4>ottom^d Wig, and a good dcalof//^- 
O 2 vana 
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vapa SnufT about his Nofe and Cheeks^ 
would not make as pretty a Fop as ever 
fluttered into a Drawing-Room ? 

L £ T us carry this a little farther ; and 
fuppofmg all Animals invefted with our 
outward Form and Appearance, would not 
an j4/e very well reprefcnt thofe unhappy 
Mortals, who, being both ugly aiui iJl- 
natur'd, divert themfelves with the malicious 
Satisfaction of mimicking the little Follies 
and blind Sides of others, and with doing all 
the mifchief they can ? 

In like manner a Tygery whole carni- 
vorous Appetite is never to be fatisfied, who 
deftroys whole Flocks and Herds, and de« 
lights in nothing but Blood and Slaughter, 
would very naturally commence a Cham of 
Tartary^ or a Grand Monarque. A FoXy 
who tickles a poor Goofe while he is choak* 
ing her, would make an Attorneyy who has 
the art of flipping his own Neck out of 
the Halter, ami leaving an honeft Ne%h- 
hour's in it. A Hog would lofe but little 
of his Nature, and nothing at all of bis 
Stomach, in becoming an PjXdkttxsaxa. A 
T>ormoufe would make a good fuperannua- 
ted Judge. A furly Majtiff with a. torn 
Eary a difcontented Halfpay^Officer : An 
ill'ltcUd Ciib a young Nobkman ignorant 
of every thing but his Quality ; anu laftlv, 
the fagacious Spidery who is held to be the 
only original Inventor of that moft ufefiil 
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Digitized by 



Google 



H I B E R N I c u s'5 Letters, ip/ 

Engine a Fly-Traf^ and is known to be a 
moft rcnaarkablc Improver of 2)/r^, would 
fill a Seat in the Royal Society with all be- 
coming Gravity, and fuitable Abilities. 

I Could carry this Parallel much far* 
ther, but think the Inftances I have given 
fufficient. If Men complain that I deal 
hardly with them, in not bringing iii the 
Women for a fliare, Til recommend to their 
perufal the CCIXth Speiator, where theyll 
fee that iS'i/^^/r/V^^j- hath laved me the trou- 
ble many Ages ago, and furniflied me 
with the hint I have now been making 
ufcof. 

I T remains to fliew, that my Opinion of 
the Nature of Man, very far from dilpara- 
ging my Fellow-Creatures, skreens them 
from the greateft Confufion^ and the moft 
mortifying Refledions. For if Men arc 
railed above the brute part of the Creation 
by a rational Soul^ which hath been given 
them by the great and good CREATOR 
of the Univerle, to guide and dire<a them 
in their Condudt and Actions, it from 
thence follows rhat this Soul i% the moft 
excellent part of our Being, and that which 
really and ejjentially conftttutes the Man. 
But if (b, how comes it to pais that this 
excellent part of our/elves becomes fo 
ufelefs ? Why do moft Men give up them- 
felves, without reftraiot, to air the Allure- 
inents of brutal Plealiire and Scnfuality? 
O 3 , From 
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Frodi whence can proceed rheir Supioenels 
aad toul Negl«a of what this. Soul tells 
tkcm is their Duty ; whilft all other Crea- 
tures, whom they call Brutes^ ato con- 
ftantly employed io acting the part they 
w^re deiigned for by their Creator ? How 
cab thofe who ar6 ik> unfortunate as to think 
they have a Soul, and yet makefo ill a ofe 
of ity look in the face of a Man who lends 
a conflant attention to his Eeafpo ? Is it 
aot far better and more honourable for them 
|o own the want of that ineftim^bIeMTi«a* 
fure, than to a^Knowl^g* thft: pofleffion, 
and yet to trample under their feet what 
they would be amamed ciphers ftoiiid think 
tlicy are without ? : 

I F you flioujd m^tt ^ Man walking at 
Ncw)n-day with his Eyes jfbut, and kqockr 
ing himfelf agaiialft every Poft in his way, 
would it not jbe*^r more re»ioftii)le to 
think him blind; than to imagine him pol^ 
fcft of a good pair of Eyes, which fhould 
become ufelefs to him by his owm Choice 
and Cation ? Or fq{^fe again, yon fliould 
fifld in the $treet a pocyr Beggar and an 
eld Mifer both in Rags, wojujjd not th^ 
Beggar raife greater Compaffiori than i\^ 
old Niggard, ' who having Moaey, won't 
afford himicl£ >^hat is neceflary to (cover 
his NakednefsT If you fho^k) ask the 
Beggar why he ba? no better Clothes on? 
he would anfwer you^ |t is b$C2^ he I«s 

no 
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no Money. Let us a6b with the lame In- 
genuity ; and if we be called to an ac- 
count by others for our Follies and Mif* 
behaviour, let us frankly own THAT 
WE HAVE NO SOULS, and there is 
not a word to be reply'd. 

I H A V E now, SiVy laid open to you 
the Faculties of the Mind, and Ihewn that 
thofe of moft Men confift but in a wecha-^ 
nical Operation^ as well as thofe of other 
Animals. I have too good an Opinion of 
your Judgment, to think that you will 
look upon my Proofs as trifling and nu- 
gatory •, I hope, on the contrary, they will 
appear to you as conclufive as the nature 
of the Queftion which I have been treat- 
ing, will admit. But to remove all Pre- 
judices and Difficulties from the Miads 
of the Readers, I defire they will compare 
my Arguments with thofe made ufc of by 
Mr. Bickerjiaff, to prove that Dr. Cartridge 
was dead in 1708. and to judge impartially 
if mine are not as natural and ftrong as thofe 
of that ingenious Gentleman. 

And now, to conclude, I mud leave you 
to confider whether ajl your Ccnfures of the 
Follies of Mankind, and your Incitements 
to Virtue and Morality, have been to the 
purpofe or no. No wonder then that your 
Produdiions become fo fuddenly wafte Ta^ 
per. But will you have them to be of uni- 
verfel Entertainment, and carefully collecfted 
by evpry body ? Send that idle Pedagogue, 
O 4 Reafony 
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Reafon^ a packing, and endeavour to free 
as many of your Readers as are troubled 
with it from its perturbations. Employ all 
yoUr Wit and Skill in furnifliing Men with 
i^Tguments againfl its Dictates, and plaudble 
Excufes for what you have hitherto looked 
upon as Extravagances. Thus your Paper 
will become truly Catbolicky and gain you 
a general Efteem and boundlefs Reputation. 
If you be at a lofs how to Jbegin this neiv 
Method^ I am ready to lend you my aflift- 
ance, provided your obftinate adherence to 
Rationalijm and Morality^ bp no Obftaclc 
to our future Correfpbndence, 



/ am, S I Ry 

l^Qtir very humble Servant^ 

Isaac Alogist* 



N^S. 
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N^ 78. Saturday, Sepember 24, 1726. 
To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 

Hi mores y hxc duri immota Cntonis 

SeEia fuiu L u c a n* 

SIR, 

OOKING Ibme few days fincc 
into the Memoirs of Literature 
for the Month of February Jaft^ 
I met with an Account of a Book 
printed lall year at Cologne. It is 
a Colledion of Letters written by a Sw^fs 
Gentleman conctxnxn^iht Englijh and French 
Nations, with fome Obfervations upon Tra- 
vels in general. By the Account the Memo- 
rialift gives of it, it appears to be a cu- 
rioqs Performance. His Obfervations up* 
on the FngUjh Nation in particular are what 
will naturally excite the attention of an En- 
gli/h Reader. He feems to have far jufter 
and more favourable Notions of the Inha- 
bitants of the Britijh IJles^ than the genera- 
lity of Foreignfers have. The old Charader 
of Fiercenefs we however ftill retain in his 
opinion. This Word has a very ill Idea jn 
our Language ; and therefore might be juftly 
taken amifs, if the A^thpi: intended to %%- 

prcfs 
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pr^fs all that we. uiually mean by iu But in 
truch, it (igolfies no more in the Original than 
that Ihynels of contracfting new Friendfhips, 
and communicating our Thoughts and 0-, 
pinions to Strangers, for which we are fo 
remarkably diftinguifhed, occafioned by that 
Diverfity of Opinions, which ,bas to fee-, 
qucntly given Bigotry the Alarm, and confe- 
qucntly made it unlafe for a Man to appear 
in his own Charader. 

This ingenious Author I have been men- 
tioning aiHgns another Excufe for what he. is 
pleafed to call out Fiercinefi ; and in a v^y 
uncommon ftrain of Refleaibn, fays; \ thai 
^ Fiercenefs is neccflary in a frfee Nation for 
^ the prefervation of Liberty, in ,tl^^ Haxk 
* inanner as a Mao muft be a Mifanthrojfe^ 
^ that would always contiiiufr an ho^ej^ 
I Man? -^\ 

The Refle^Sion at firft View witf appear 
exceedingly wild and (hocking to Weiy good* 
natur'd Perlbn ; nothing being m6r« contra*- 
di<Story to all Notions of Hbnefty, than a 
firm and rooted Antipathy to the Ifuman 
Species. The Mifanthrofe therefore of our 
Author muft not draw ?long * with it that 
whole frightful Train of Ideas which arc 
Commonly affixed to it. The Reflation ia 
that cafe would be very unnatural and mon- 
ilrous. But the French generally underftand 
this Word as it regards the Behaviour, and 
not the Affedions ; and calt every Man a 
MifanPhrofe^ who from any peculiarity of 
I Temper, 
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Tamper* is careleis ^hout the arbkrary Forms 
pf Diftin<3ioo and C^emomes of A4drd9 
which have boen (?ftabliihed amoBg thofe 
who art i]tfually caUcd the fafluooiible and 
polite pare of Maokind. Men of flroog 
Seoie, and exs4ted Virtue, ar« very apt to 
defeife tbele eiBpty Appearano^ at all times. 
and in a great mauy Caies cannot comply 
with thciPf without reproaching themfelves 
with breaking thro^ tbofe honourable and 
generous Maxims they have laid down for 
their Condtid. This is often reckoned by 
Mv>ie who do not know them» tp proceed 
jfoom an obftingte Pride, ^nd i( thorow Con- 
tempt of every body but.themfelves ; where- 
in indeed it \s the ]^ff^<9: of worthy and noble 
Sentiments, and a rational $i:ora of ev^ry 
thing inconfiftept with the Dignity of human 
N$iture, and which has a tendency to make 
Men lofe the Subftance of Virtue in hunting 
fof the Shadow of it. And this, in (hort, 
is that Mi/anthro^, a Name our polite 
Neighbours give to every thing whiqn has 
any appearance of Ru(licity, which our 
Author imagines to be infeparable 0'om a 
tenacious and inflexible Honefty. A Re- 
mark pretty near a-kin to that noted Obfer- 
vation of my Lord Halifax^ in his Advice 
to ^ Daughter y That a Man of good Senfe 
has always a mixture of Sullennefs in his 
Temper. 

I 
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IBelieve there are fcarce any but will 
think both the one and the other of thefe 
Obiervations very unjuft, when they con- 
(ideran honed, or a wile Man as he is in 
himfelf^ abftraded from the external Cir- 
cumftances in^hich he may be placed. For 
.Honefty is tnit another Name for the moft 
generous Virtue, and extenfive Benevolence • 
and good Senfe will naturally diredt the Pol- 
feffbr of it to all thole graceful PaGts which 
may render him agreeable to others, and 
conlequently eafy to himielf. This, howe- 
ver, is on the Suppofidon, that the World 
Is luitably dilpoled to receive and cultivate 
iiich a Comtnerce of Kindnefs and good Of* 
fices. But he muft have little acquaintance 
with the World, the common World, who 
expeds to live in it upon fuch terms, or to 
be placed in iuch Circumdances as will not, 
now and then, give Honefty the Sfleen^ 
and frequently difcolour the Adions of Peo- 
ple of tne bell Senfe, by putting their Tem- 
per on the fret. 

Taking things in this light, it will be 
found very difficult for a Man to prelerve his 
Honcrty uncorrupted, and his Temper un- 
ibured at the lame time. If thro' an abun- 
dance of good Nature he endeavours to live 
well with the World, as it is called, and to 
avoid all occalions of giving oflence, he muft 
cither be an idle Spedator in it, which furely 
is not* a virtuous Charader ; or clfe by con- 
tinually playing booty with it, facrifice his 

Honour 



Digitized by 



Google 



H I B E R N I c u s's Letters. 20j 

Honour and Integrity for the fake of fome 
Advantages, which indited Arts, and frau- 
dulent Management ar€ feldom foupd fo ef- 
fedual to obtain, as the plain beaten Road 
of Truth and Honefty. There is the fame 
diCadvantage in pur(uing the Rules of this 
vitious Policy, that there is in foriaking the 
Highway on a Journey, and taking fliort 
cuts thro* the Fields ; you indeed fave a 
Mile's riding, or fo, but then you hazard 
your Neck by the bargain, and tho you fhould 
efcape that, probably engage yourfelf in 
Troubles and Difficulties enough to make 
you repent of your Relolution. 

This however is not the cafe of your 
merely good-natur'd People, who go into the 
Corruptions and Follies of Mankind without 
any defign at all, being only carried along 
with the Torrent, whith they have too much 
Cork in their Conditution to be able to refifl:. 
Thefc are the People who ufually run a* 
way with the moft agreeable Charaders in 
Life, and are complimented with Goodnefs* . 
and Humanity and Gentlenefs in j^reat a- 
bundance, for no other vifiblc Realon, but 
becaufe they are good for nothing. In fliort, 
my Lady's Laf-dog and they are pretty much 
on a level, who becaufe he can frisk, and 
fawn, and lick^ and wag his Tail^ is one of 
the bcft beloved, and moft rdbe^ed Brutes 
of the Family ; while poor Tray, that de- 
fends the Houfc from foreign Invaders^ and 
domejiick Pilferers ^ does no body any harm 

unlefs 
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uolefe b« be provoked, and in all relpe^ be- 
.haves himfelf likea very reafonahk Cur, \a& the 
xnisfofttme to be bated by every body, only 
on account of a little Snllenneis in bis Ap^ 
pearance, aod becaqie he is apt to growl 
now aad then at People that take a £mfy to 
trifle with him. 

If wc look into Antiqiflty, we fl^ll find 
many of the greateft Evils which have be*# 
fallen Mankind, to have proceeded from Men 
of a very cou^aifant DHpofition, and fweet- 
nefs of Nature, nay, ambitious of doing^ 
Good, but faulty in dcfirif]^ to have the.ible 
Power of difpeniftug it in their own Imnds. 
Akibiades, Sylla^ and the two foft Cafars, 
were all of rl!»ts Complexion, fend to the 
lad degree of doing good Offices to all Per^ 
ions, ^nd no le& i emarkable for an obliging 
^Manner of doiog them; Vcrfcd in all the 
JPalTions of Human Nature, and dextrous in 
applying' to them in the moft engaging ^md 
ci9e<^ual maooer, they btoc^ht oveir all the 
fhort-figbied eafy Peopk of the Conmon- 
wealth they lived iny into their Meafuitos^ 
and n^de them Enemtes^ to their Cotmtry, 
under the notion of following Leaders fo 
confpicuop^ for Benevolence and Humanity.^ 
And thus fpr want of a due r^ard to Ho^ 
nefty^ and a fteddy adherence to R^ht and 
Jiilice, good Nature became an Xnimigheai? 
of , the greateft Cahmity a Peo[de could 
fuffer. ^ 

There 
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There is a noble Stroke to this purpofe 
in Mr. Addifm^s Tragedy of Cato. Lucifus, 
perfuading that haughty Roman to fubmit to 
the Conqueror, as an Inducement cells him 
how much and how juftly Ciejar was cele- 
brated for his Clemency and Humanity* 
To which Cato, coniidering only the bad 
Purpofes to which thofe Qualities had been 
applied, and the miichievous Confequences 
they had produced, makes an Anfwer which 
can never be fufficiently admired. 

Curje on his Virtues^ they^ue undone his Country. 

O N the other hand, where Men are firm- 
ly relblved to do nothing but what is juft, 
and confiftent with the Rules of ftrid: Ho- 
nefty, they are under an ^folute neceffity 
of laying afide all Regard^ to the Bulk of 
Mankind, and of doing many things which 
will render them obnoxious to the Difplea- 
liire and Ill-will of Multitudes of unthink- 
ing, but well-meaning People. And to in- 
cur Hatred and Reproach on this fcore, as it 
is the hardeft Trial which human Virtue can 
undergo, io is it attended with the moftfiib- 
lime Satisfadion which it is capable of en- 
joying, the Confcioufnels of having main* 
tained its ground againll thofe Temptations 
which generally prove an over-match for 
any but uncommon and godlike Minds. 

Men of this Temper, tho an Honour to 
the Species, and the only real Benefadors to 
Mankind, yet are commonly looked upon as 
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a perverfe and obftinate Generation, becaufe 
they will not flatter the Follies, nor comply 
with the unreafbnable Humours of the giddy 
Multitude. They fet themfelves in open 
defiance to Corruption and Wickednels, and 
combat the Prejucfices, and ill Opinions which 
hav9 crept into the World, without regard 
to any prefent Damage which may attend 
their ib doing ; being convinced, that Things 
arc not to be eftimated by their prefent or 
accidental Ufcfulncfs, but by their natural 
tendency to render Mankind good and happy.. 
And this Method of ading being oppoute 
to the common Maxims and Managements 
of the World, the Men who ufe it, as they 
are both a Reproach and an ObHacle to them 
who do it not, who in all Ages have been 
vaftly the majority, cannot avoid both being 
looked upon, andadually becoming in fome 
meafurc rigid and auftere. 

T«is, however Jt may appear for the 
prefent an unamiable Charader, and create 
Qi1gu(l and Ill-will in thofe who have fome 
particular Intereft thwarted by it, yet gives 
an unconcerned Spectator the higheft and 
moll exalted Idea of Human Nature that is 
capable of being formed. We read the In- 
ftances of this inflexible Integrity, and in- 
exorable Virtue, if I may {6 fpeak, in the 
antient Greeks and Romans, with an Admi- 
ration beyond any thing we feel from the 
Reprefentation of Adions Ipringing from 
wore common and feeble Affedions. Nei- 
ther 
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ther the Tendernefs of Lovers in Romances, 
nor the Arts and Finefles of Politicians, how- 
ever natural the one and uleflil the other may 
appear, give us that manly Pleafure in the 
perufal, which we receive from a view of the 
Firmneis and Intr^idity of thofe generous 
and heroick Mortals, in thofe things wherein 
they apprehended true Greatnefs and Dignity 
to conml. Seneca regards a Man of this 
make, when difappointed in his Defigns and 
flru2gling with Misfortunes, as a Sight the 
Goi^look down upon with pleafure. And 
Horace has chofen to fetch the principal Em* 
belliihrnent of one of his moll fublime Odes 
from the fame Subje(9:. 

The Man who dares ^ in confi ions Virtue bold^ 
By Truth andjujttce objiinately hold, 
Tbijdains the giddy Croud* s unjuft decrees ^ 
And undijmay^ d the Frowns of Tyrants fees : 
His fair Tiefighi nor Ho^es, nor Fears controuly 
Or from his 'Purpofe warp hisfteddy Soul. 
Thy Billows^ Adria, vainly lajh the Shore ; 
And o^er his Head th^ un dreaded Thunders roar. 
Let Heaven^ and its etetnal Arches fall^ 
And into pieces crujh this earthly Ball ; 
Tet he, all Nature in one Ruin hurPd, 
Shall ft and unmoved amidft a falling World. 

B E 1? o R £ I conclude, it is necellary to 
obferve, that this flern and awful Difpofition 
is {o far from being a real Mifanthropy^ that 
it proceeds rather from the moft extenfive 
Humanity ; tho from a conftant Maxim of 

Vol.11. P * treating 
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treating with Mankind upon fuch Terms as 
they ought, but do not deiire to comply 
with, their Conduct has the appearance of 
Contempt and Difrc^ard for them. But this 
is no fhore than the neceiTary Reiiiit of the 
mod fublime Principle of Virtue, a Deiire to 
imitate GOD himfelf» who, tho the mod 
beneVolent and compaiiiotiate of all Beings, 
yet is often pleafed in his tender Severity 
to dtfappoint the Wiihes and Expedations of 
his Creatpres, and is more than once repre^ 
iented to us in the inlpired Writings as cha- 
fienmg thofe whom he hveth. 

I am, SIR. 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HlBBRNlCaS. 
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N^ 79. Saturday y OEtober i, 1725. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

Qtd labores^ pericula^ duUas atque afperas res facile 
tderaverOittt ils otium, divitiay eptanda aliis^ oneri 
mifiriaque fuere* S a l l u s t. 

Sin. 

I H E R E is a vitious Modefty pre- 
vails much in the World, which 
is apt to lead Men into very dan« 
gerous Miftakes. Many Men have 
their Hearts overflowing with 
Good-will to Mankind, and would not be fe- 
doced by any Confideratioa to do a thing 
that wodd be hurtful to the Publick, who 
yet, by coofidering themielves as of very 
fmall account in the World, and their A(3:ions 
of little or nb confequence to Society, are 
every day gntky of what they would abhor, 
wore they tenfible of it. They imagine, that 
none but Men in publick and eminent Stations 
are capable of having any Influence on the 
Happmeft of the Community, and fo make 
their own private Convenience the only Rule 
of the^ CcfodoQ: in living ; judging, that 
while the Publick receives no direct immedi- 
i P 2 ate 
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are Damage from any rhiog they do, they 
are perfoltly ionocenc in leading an indolent 
tinaaive Life, and gratifying every Wifli 
which does not impair their Health, or 
Eftates. 

I Have in a former Letter to yoa en- 
deavoured to (hew the unrealbnablenels of 
inch an indolent Temper, and how unmanly 
it is to indulge it. But the Bounds of your 
Paprr would not permit me to treat the Sub- 
jed fb fully as it requires* I therefore intend 
at this time to confider it in the Conlequences 
which I think unavoidably attend it, to wit, 
Luxury^ and Idlenefs\ which two things 
have been in all Ages the Source of the great* 
eft Evils which can poffibly befal any Coun- 
try or People. 

Besides the Tendency of thefp Vices to 
damage tlie Publick, there is danger in the 
bare appearance of them fuffident to make 
any one who truly loves his Country «• 
tremely cautious of all approaches towards 
them. For tho the Example rifeSv fioni the 
Great and the Rich, who caimbt hurt t^em- 
felves much either by Ldfiire or Expence, 
yet the Imitation geilerally runs thro' aU 
Ranks of Men, tl5 at laft it reaches and 
corrupts thofe by whoie Indoftry a Nation 
ought to iiibfift. It is obvious to every Man's 
knowledge, that the meaner fort of People 
are perpetually treading on the heels of thole 
immediately above them, and aping the Man* 
ner of Life in faihion among fucb as are cal* 

led 
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led Perlbos of Diftiodion, which every Man 
is toibme or others of thofe who are helow 
him. So chat let a Man be ever lb well able 
to afford either Magnificence or Profafion in 
his way of living, the Duty he owes the 
Pnblick obliges him to live within his Fortune, 
that he may not give encouragement to gene- 
ral Wafte» and become a Means of introducing 
univerfal Poverty and Mifery. And as every 
Man has an adtual Influence this way, it is 
the bufinels of all to confider themfelves in 
this View, and not be fatisfied with the 
thought that they have had no adhial hand in 
the'publick Difbrders, or the falfe Modefiy of 
believh^' themfelves too inconfiderable to be 
Leaders in the Ways of thd World When 
there ' ii danger of a Diftemper becoming ge« 
neral, tho no Man can pretend toilop the 
Contagion, yet if lie endeavours to fave One 
from it, he does all in his power to prevent 
the Infedion from fpre^dii^. And the befl 
way to prevent Corruption of Manners is for 
every Man to begin at home, and by that 
means invite his Neighbours to do the like. 
Men manage in this AfTair much as they do in 
cleaning or repairing the publick Ways ; if 
you fall diredly to work, and mend before 
your own Door, it is odds but you will have 
the whole Neighbourhood follow you ; where- 
as if you enter into Confultation abopt it, a 
Difputemay arife who fhall b^in firfl, and fo 
the Bufinefs be greatly retardra^ if not totally 
neglei^ed): . 

P 3 It 
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It is a miftakc to fay» That Luxury is on* 
ly criminal when it produces an Escpcnce diA 
proportioned^ to a Man's Fortime; What I 
have already mentioned concerning the ill In^ 
fluence which high Living has on the lower 
Orders of Men, even when it does not im« 
pair the Fortunes of chofe who ufe it, {bf&ci-* 
ently proves the contrary. For beftdes that 
Men may, and frequently do give into a zn^ 
minal Luxury^ which hiuead of diminiihing, 
{troves a Means of enlarging their Circumftan* 
ces, many a worthier Rogue has eat himfelf 
intb Preferment, and others have been no 
lefs iiicce^l by .diiplaying their great Abtli* 
ties in "Drinking. But will any one from 
thence argue, that indulging the lendial Am>e- 
tites in thofe cales isjuftifiable, and chatthore 
is no other Rule for adjufting the Meafure of 
our Expences in living but every Man^s pri* 
vate Fortune and Circumftances ? Has Nature 
fixed no Limits to our Defires ; and are tl»re 
no Superfhdties that contribute neither to the 
Neceilaries nor Decencies of Life ? And is it 
not becoming every wife ^nd ^x^d Man to 
break himfelf of all Inclinatioos to things of 
this (brt, and to hold them in difefteem and 
contempt ? For the imalleft degree of Indul- 
gence of them, even tho only in comfdnnce 
with the Faihions of the World,, and the Ty- 
ranny of Cuftom, is of dangerous ocperimeot, 
in regard of the ill Habits which by tli« 
means may be contraifted, and the eafy tran- 
fition there is from one degree of Vohmtu- 

oumds 
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oufhefe to another, and greater. Add co this 
the fopernnmerary Cares which Men are expo* 
fed to, who fall in love with a Life of Eafe, 
Pleafure or Magnificence ; which, tho only 
imaginary Enjoyments, yet prove real Afl|io- 
tions, wheoMen are either deprived of them, 
or under apprehenfions of lofing them. 

The Perfcdion of Wifdom has ever been 
efteemed to confift in the moderating -of our 
Defires, reducing them within the bounds of 
Nature and Reaion, and difengaging our A& 
fe<9:ions from all Objeds foreign to the Hap- 
pinefs of focial and intelligent Beings. Now 
It is evident, that all the Objeds of Luxury^ 
either in Entertainments, Drels or Equipage, 
which are what the World commonly calls 
LuDCury^ (which, without having recourfe to 
a mctaphyfical Definition, is a word as well 
undcrftood as Black or White) arc of this Ibrt ; 
and confequently it is our wifdom to banifii 
them as much as we can from our Thoughts, 
and to be as {paring in the ufe of them as the 
Circumftances of the Age and Country we live 
in will permit* I will add too, that the Strei^h, 
and perhaps the very Being of Virtue depends 
on tne fame Principle. For it is certain, that 
nothing prompts Men fo much to hate one 
another, and become cruel and unjuft, as the 
Extravagance of their Defires. And no lefe 
certain it is, that Luxury and Avarice go 
hand in hand together, it being impoffible to 
lupport the one without the afliftance of the 
others which Compound of Avarice is much 
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more pernicious than the Simple kind; the 
one very often breakiqg out into Fraud, Ra« 
pine and Oppreffion^ and the other for the 
mod part contenting itfelf to feed upon Indu- 
ftry and Frugahty. 

The Policy of the antient Greeks and 
Romans in this matter is well worthy our Rei- 
gard and Imitation. Thofe wiie and virtuous 
Nations, in the Times of their greateft Gran- 
dure and Prolperity, made it their principal 
care to iniphe the Minds of their People with 
a Contempt of all falfe Pleafures, ana immo- 
derate Riches. For this purpole, when other 
Methods faifd, they made ufe of the more 
compulfive ones of Sumptuary and Agrarian 
Laws ; rightly judging, that the Publick Safe- 
ty and Tranquillity could never be well maia- 
tained, unlefs the refpedive Members of the 
Body Politick were Men of Virtue and Mode- 
ration, and greatly denied to every thing 
which might prove either an Impediment or a 
Snare to them in their Endeavours to promote 
the Good of their Country. The greateft and 
beft Men that ever thole Commonwealths 
produced came readily into thefe Maxims, 
and had even a kind of Affectation in embra- 
cing Labour and Poverty, Epaminondas in 
Greece^ and Cincinnatus in Rome^ are not 
the only illuftrious Inftances of voluntary In- 
digence among their firft Magiftrates, and mod 
renowned Captains. Luxury at Tables, and 
Expence in Apparel, were things looked on 
as criminal, pr at leaft unbecoming Perfons pf 

Worth 
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Worth and Diftiodion ; which Principle pre- 
vailing among the Great, difTufed itfelf thro' 
all Ranks and Orders of Men in a general 
Sobriety and Modefly. 

By means of this Contempt of Wealth, and 
Abflinence from Pkaiiire in private Perlbns 
and Families, the Publick was enabled to ap- 
Dear with the greater Splendor and Dignity. 
Every Man's private Vanity was turned to 
augment the Stream of the Publick Munifi- 
cence, which diiplayed itfelf in great and 
noble Works, that mieht lad for Ages, warm 
thd Hearts of fiicceeoing Generations with a 
holy Reverence for their Anceflors, and call 
up the dear Idea of 9 Country in their Minds 
by fenfible Objeds. People were con- 
cent to lie on a homely Bed, and feed on 
fimple Diet, while they could fee their Cities 
adorned with Temples, Statues, and Trium- 
phal Arches, the Monuments of Piety and 
Virtue ; and their Country rendered both 
beautiful and commodious by flately Bridges, 
and convenient Caufeways. The bare Ruins 
of fbme of thefe Works to this day ftrike 
thofc who behold them with Wonder and 
Aflonifhment ; and how mufl: they have been 
afTec^ed with them, who faw them in their 
Glory, and im^ined they had a Property in 
them ? An Expence thus employed, as it 
railed the Minds of the People, and contribu- 
ted to make them generous and publick-fpiri- 
ted, fb the £f!e<Ss of it being extenflve and 
durable, tended both to promote the good of 
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the ComTnunity^ and the innocent Pleaforc 
and Amafcmenc of every particular Member. 
Our Vanity, on the contyarjr, is all confiqed 
to ourfelves, and for the moid part difpiays 
itfelf in very trifling and pcrifliable Objeds 2 
and by that means the Expence laid out in 
gratifying it, is juft Ip much loft to the Pub- 
lick, over and above the Injuiy it receives 
from the Degeneracy of Mens ]Vfind$, and the * 
Corruption of Manners which oeccflTarily at- 
tends the givipg way to lb idle and felfifli a 
^Tepiper. 

I N EED not reprcfent how great, how fiic- 
cefsful and happy thofe brave People were^ 
while they lived in the manner I have beeo 
defcribinff, and kept up their firft Stridnefs of 
Life, and Moderation ofDcfires. Butlmuft 
not omit obferving, that as foon as they fell 
from it, they limk by degrees from that Pitch 
of Glory and Happinefethey formerly enjoy- 
ed. Luxury was lucceeded by Avarice, and 
that introduced Struggles and Contentions 
among the Great for the Management of pqb- 
lick Affairs, that they rpight have the greater 
Opportunitie$ of enriching themfelves^ This 
introduced Bribery and Corruptipn. and then 
Fraud and Violence, which at laft iflucd ijti 
cruel Seditions, Conlpiracies, aod Civil Wars ; 
by which being deftroyed and conlumed, they 
became an eafy Prey to farious and abomina- 
ble Tyrants, who uung them lilce Beafts, by 
d^rees made them (b, and put them for ev:er 
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oac of ft capacity fo much ^ ro look ap to 
that Heigbc from whence tb«y Iiad fallen. 

I AM far from mfiauaciDg, tbac things arc 
io fdcb a ^DgeroQS Pofture among q$ ac pre* 
^pc : bat triay I cannot help cbiokiog. that 
we arc in the {trait Koa4 to ic, if we go 00 as 
we have b^n. For kt us look where we 
will, is there oot a ftraoge Efiemioacy and 
Difioluteoefs vifible a«oi^ all forts of People^ 
hut e^ciallv the Police, and the Be^t 
Mmdf ? Am do we not feem pcrpetqally C9 
vie with one aoothcr in the mo& eypeoHve aad 
extravagaoc Ways of Living that on be coa- 
trtved ? Cm any ihtng be more (bockipgt^ 
Decency aodSeafe. than to iee 09f young 
Fops all diiihed over with T^mAiHrn^ ana 
crixlh'd ap into a pair of Stay f ? Tho.this lafl: 
may, for ought I know, have fbme Signifi- 
cacce in it, and intimate how richly the 
Owners dderve to be laced. It is true, Ibmc 
of them can aiSbrd it, and poiTibly do their 
Fortunes no harm by iach an Expence. But 
what then? Is pot the thing itfelfabliird and 
unnatural? Some of our Philolbphers too can 
a0brd to lay out 20 or 30,000 Pounds in a 
Colledion of Butterflies ; and many a &n- 
taftick Female gratify her PaHlion for China 
Ware with what mi^ be a fufficient Portion 
for her, if fhe were not herfelf as frail as her 
China. But will that juftify fuch^m unrealbn- 
able Expence on things neither ufeftd, nor 
truly ^^namental in Life? If we know not 
'^ what 
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what to do with our Riches, unlefs to make 
OfteotatioQ of them, let us do it in things 
which have a real Beauty and Durablenefs, 
in Building and Planting, the Flexure of 
which Multitudes may enjoy as well as the 
Owner, and not wafte them in the mo- 
mentary Gratifications of Appetite, or the 
feeble and windy Satisfadion arifing from 
Gaudinefs of Drels and Equipage. If we 
Tefled at all, as reaibnable People ihould, oa 
the fad Confequences of this perverted Tafie 
in other Kingdoms and States, and confider 
that the like Caufes muft always produce the 
like Efieds, the Duty we owe to our Coun* 
try will conftrain us to guard with our utmoft 
Caution againft the leaft Symptom of fo dan- 
gerous a Difeaie. 

SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant, 

PUBLICOLA. 
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N^ 80. Saturday, OSiober 8, 1726. 

To HlBERNICUS. 

Falfo queritur de naturafua gems humanumy quod im^ 
ieciie, atque avi trevis, forte potius quam virtute 
regatur* Nam contra reputando, neque majus aliud% 
neque frafiabiUus inveuias; magifque natura indw 
firiam hominum^ quam vim out tempus deejfe^ 

Sallust* 

SIR, 

!0 THING is more ufual than to 
hear People, otberwife of good 
Seofe, and in iqch Circnmftances 
of Life as appear very comfortable 
and eafy, bemoaning themfelves 
at a rate which would fcarceiy be decent in 
Men drilling with the greateft Misfortunes, 
or groaning under the mod grievous Afflidi* 
ons. Tho in all outward appearance they 
want nothing which might render them hap- 
py, yet in reality they want every thing, by 
wanting the Dilpofitton necefTary to ail Hap- 
pinefs, a Mind open to receive thofe innocent 
Gratifications which by the Bounty of Provi- 
dence ofler themfelves in great plenty, in al- 
moft every Scene or Condition in which 
Men can be placed 

If 
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If there were not a kind of Cruelty in 
making ootfelfes merry even widi Mens UoMr 
ginary Misfi^rtunes, it woold be plei^nt to 
obferve cbe Methods of tormenting tbraifelves 
made itfe of by People of this Complexion. 
For in this matter they dilcaver a great deal of 
Ingenuity, and have the Arc of clawing Sor* 
row and Dejedion of Heart due of the great- 
eft Biefnng3 of Life, with as.macb iacinty as 
Wafps extracfl Poiion from fhoyfcxs. Being a 
very Lacmic Generation €£ Men, and defl- 
roos of finding out the mod compendioas 
Ways to be miferable, they deal much in 
broken Sentences, and ihort Apothegms, in^ 
timating the Vanity of Life, the Lubricity of 
human Af&irs, the Ridiculoufnefs of every 
thing ib the WotiA^ and feVeral other impor- 
tant Dlfeoveries of theiame nature, all equal- 
ly ufefiil to preveoc any laudable or National 
Purfuies, and to make Befog itfelf comfortlefi 
and burdenfoffl. And upon thefe hopeful 
Foundations are couMiKmty lydfed all thofe 
unaccooncable Reuerks^ and excrav^ant 
DiftrefTes whidi make theif ^^>pearance among 
Mankind under the appellation of the Spleen. 

Whatcvbr t[!a^ be cbe accidtti&d, or 
more immediate Canfes of this faibionable Di- 
(temper ; whether nne^fy Rtfledions on Dif- 
appointments in Love or Birfinc^ an over« 
delicate Conftitution of Body '; 4n Efheme- 
ridical Difpofition either in Che^/fi'^^/, or 
tb^ Feet^ to prognofticace ftmi^ Wether ^ or 
Eafierly Winds : Whethef, I fty, thefo^ or 

any 
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any of tbeie may concur as Stgos, or Gaufes 
in thisi matter; yet I am perfediiy cooviDced^ 
chat ia mod People it owes its Original to 
oothiog but downright Idknefs, 

B Y Idlenefi I do not only mean mere Saun- 
tering^ or doing of nothing* but doing nothii^ 
to the porpoie. Ac£ordiiig to which account^ 
I believe it will be foand that there are a great 
many more idle Peo|>le in the World than is 
comntonly apprehended ; and that a great deal 
of that which pafles dow-a*days under the 
name of Bujmefs, is nothing at the bottom 
bat a refined Species of Lazinefs. 

CbrtainI amrthat Labour and Induftry 
never were in lower eftimation than at pre^ 
fent. All OUT polite People mtn^e their Bo^ 
. dies as if they thought them of no other ufe 
bat to be Jmwn^ and kept in Repair \ and 
confequently the greateft Fatigoes they ex« 
pofe them to are paying of Fifis^ and taking 
ThyJkL ¥m tbo there are fome who abound 
mote in the Animsl Life, yet I would not be 
ib unjuft as to reckon them any part of the 
pohte World) however they may agree with 
it in fome Ctrottttftaiices. But be that as it 
will, it is very evident, that among all thofe 
who either are, or afre<^ to be thought Per-» 
ions of Fafliioo and Diftmdion^ every thing 
6f Work and bodily Labour is brought under 
1 general DifrepiKe^ as unbecoming an eaiy 
Fortune, and a U)eral Education* 

One obvious ill Confequence hereof with 
f ^ard to the Peribus themfelves^ is the mii^ 

chicvons 
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chievous Habit^ by this means introducecL 
For Idlends in Perfons of a plentiful Fortune 
muft either end in Debauchery and Luxury, 
or in Liftieflheis and Inappetency to the 
Comforts and Enjoyments of Life ; either of 
which is as full and iborc a Defcriprion of 
Mifery, as a (bund Mind in a found Body is 
ofHappinefs. Th^ Failing of ^ejire^ ^^hich 
Solomon reprefents as one of the greatefl Af- 
fli<Sions of old Age^ is very often the Atten- 
dant of the Rich and the Idle ; and this pro- 
ceeds from their not enuring themfelves to a 
little Toil and Abflinence, by means of 
which the Returns of Eafe and Abundance 
would come to them with a greater guft and re« 
lifh. For in the preient State of human Na- 
ture our greatefl Pleafures grow either (bur. 
or infipid on our hands, unlets we tafte them 
with moderation and frequent intermifiions. 
Light itfelf. the firft Creature of G O D, and 
thegreateft ofallfenfual Enjoyments, which 
is the fame to the Eves that Truth is to the 
Underflanding, woulcf grow grievous to us, 
if we were notfo often rehfevcd from it by the 
agreeable Viciffitudes of Darknef& And much 
more will this hold of Pleafures. which are not 
only of an inferior kind, but founded more upon 
Art and Cuftom, than Neceffitv or Nature. 

I KNOW it will be urged, that intelledual 
Improvements, and the Study of curious aind 
uieful Arts, are a proper bufineis for the Great 
and the Rich, and conf equently entitle tb^m 
to an Exemption from every thing which re- 
quires 
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requires corporeal Labour and Induftry. Nor 
can it be denied, that Gentlemen are obliged 
beyond others to become accompli/hed in 
Things of this Ibrt ; an Acquaintance with 
Letters and Laws being abfblutely neceflary to 
render them ufeful to their Country, in propor- 
tion to the Intereft they poflefs in it. But 
fliil I infifl:, that they ought not to engage in 
Study with the fame Severity and Intention 
that thofc who live by any of the Learned 
Profefllions are obhged to. In this lafl cafe 
there is no ill Example given to the common 
People, who never reckon a (edentary Life 
an idle one, when it is the Means of Subfi^ 
ficnce. But it touches them to the quick, 
when thty fee a Man indolent by way of 
Enjoyment. They then begin to figh after 
the imagined Softnels and Eafe of that kind of 
Life, grow tired of their own laborious Bufi- 
nefs, and fall in love with Learning and Re« 
tirement. And how pernicious to the Publick 
fiich a Humour would be, fhould it once come 
to be univerTal^ I need not mention, nor how 
ridiculous and contemptible a Figure a Nation 
compofed intirely of Literati and Thilojo^ 
fbers would make among its Neighbours. 

It has been held apiece of very ufeful Po- 
licy among great Commanders, both in anti- 
cnt and later Days,, to encourage their Men 
in any laborious or difficult Enterprizes, iuch 
as digging of Trenches, raifing of Works, and 
the like, by beginning themielves, and car- 
rying off the fim Load of Earth, or laying 
Vol U. d the 
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the firft Stone in their own Perfons. Some- 
thing of this is ftill retained in our Cuftom of 
having the Foundation of any confiderabie 
Building laid by Ibme Perfon of Diftincaion 
and Eminence. And if I were dilpofed to 
fhew my Reading, I might on this occa* 
fion mention that Law among the Maho^ 
metans, by which every Man is obhged to 
learn and profefs fome Handicraft Employ- 
ment ; which is {o inviolably obfcrved by 
them, that even the Ottoman Emperors arc 
not exempted from it, of which we meet 
with many Inftances in their Hiftories. Mr. 
Locke, in his excellent Treat ife of Educa- 
tion, is of opinion, that every Gentleman 
ought not only to know, but pradife Ibme- 
thing of the Mechanics. And indeed the 
Realbn hereof feems to hold much ftronger 
in Men of plentiful Fortunes, than infuchas 
are otherwile, in order to divert that Languor 
and Uneafinels which generally flicks to fhi» 
dious and contemplative Minds, and arifes 
from their falling too much into Notions and 
Schemes of general Happinefs or Unhappineis 
in Life, and by that means growing iatiated 
of the World and every thing in it. Whereas 
Men who employ themfelves in fome particu- 
lar Bufmefs, which exercifes the Body without 
much application of Mind, are very rarely 
troubled with any fuch Difeafes ; which, how- 
ever we may impute them to bad Air, or 
other external Caufes, are in reality owing to 
our Lazinefs and Indolence, as is viflble in 
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Holland^ where tho idle Strangers who tra- 
vel thither out of Curiofity, complain of the 
Vapours very often, yet the induftrioiis In- 
habitants were never yet refined enough to 
feel any thing of that modifh Diforder ; at 
lead if we will believe Sif fVilliam Temple^ 
whole Obfervations on thofc Provinces arc 
allowed by every body to be as authcntick, 
as they are curious and entertaining. 

I A M the warmer on this Subjed:, becaufe 
I have obferved the Humour ofpoliteldlenefs 
to befpreading very faft into the Territories of 
Trade and Commerce, and am much afraid left 
it Ihould defcend to our Forges and Work-lbops. 
Since the conclufion of the late Wars, Thilojo^ 
fhy and Toetry have fucceeded in the place of 
Toliticks, and made many Characters full as 
ridiculous as the Vfholfterer in the Tatler. I 
know a Bevy oiSpnfiers very far gone in the 
Laws of the l)ram.a^ and another who are no 
fmall Proficients in the Mathetnaticks. I 
have feen the Lord ShaftesburfsWoxks on a 
Shopkeeper's Counter, and hear him every day 
quoted by Perfons, whole Bufinefs it neither 
is to underftand him, nor have they the pro* 
per Means of doing it ; and who when they 
have got a little /mattering of him, for the 
moft part employ it to very ill purpoles. If 
things go on according to this comfortable Be- 
ginning, we may hope in a Ihort time to lee 
our Weavers commence Syjiematical 2>/- 
vines^ and hear our (Joblers capping Verlcs 
in every StalL 

Q^2 I 



Digitized by 



Google 



228 HiB EitNicus'j Letters. 

I KNOW no manner of itfe our common 
Tradefmenhavc for any higher kind of Learn- 
ing than reading and writing Englijh^ and 
calling up Accounts: and where any of 
thepa go farther, it proceeds generally from 
a mixture of LojSinefs and Ambition ; which 
diverting them from their own proper Bufi- 
nefe. very often proves deftrucftive to then: 
Families^ and highly prejudicial to Society in 
general And as the moll effedual Remedy 
^r this would be to render Labour* and me* 
chanic Arts reputable, which can never be 
done while the better fort of People dedinSb 
altogether putting a hand to them ; I think it 
would be a high Strain both of Wildom and 
Goodnefs in Men of eafy and plentiful For- 
tunes, to Ihew their Inferiors now and then a 
good Exapjple this way, as far as may be 
confifteot with the Duties arifing out of their 
own Station and Circumftances of Lift. 

A s for our Thilojdphers in Tetticoats^ I 
would fain know, whether the Cares of a Fa- 
];nily, conjugal Af^edion^ and maternal Ten^ 
dernefs, will not afford a lufficient Employ* 
ment for any one Woman ; or whether they 
will readily become more virtuous by exerci^ 
iing of theft, or by devoting their whole rime 
to the Study of moral Entities, the Nature of 
Obligations, and the rell of that Stratq, whidi 
has to t)ften perplexed Mens Heads with airy 
Notions of Virtue, but very feldom, if ever, 
warmed their Hearts with the Love of ift I 
am confident there are feveral pretty lirtk 

Occupa- 
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)cctipatioQS much more becoming their Sex^ 
ad Ids apt to give them the Vapours, than 
\t\\tx Thilofofiy, ^Politics, otToetry. And 
berefore I would humbly recommend to 
lem a wife Inftitution of Mangi) Cofac, the 
bunder of the Teruvian Empire, who cfta- 
iiihed it as a fundamental Law, that all Peo-^ 
le ihould Work who were able ; by which 
leans it became falhionable for the Ladies 
mong them, whenever they went to fee their 
feighbours, to carry their Work ^long with 
lem, which they followed all the time tte 
ifit Ia(f ed, unlefe when the Vifit was paid t6 
)me Lady of v!?ry greit Quality, in wbicfh 
afe they laid their dvl^ei Work afide, and by 
ay of Gomplinaeuf alffifted her. If fiich a 
:efinemede were inircKkiced amoftg us^ I aili 
^rfuaded it would in great meafiire prevetft 
lat unconfcionable Wafte of Tea and Scan- 
tl which the World at prefeilt fo ioodly com- 
lains of ; and not a whit leflfen that con* 
tiering Power which the Fair Sex fo juftly 
3afts as its Prerogative. For if I am not 
luch liriftaken, moft Men had much rather 
hioofe a Wife who underftands ^Iain-work 
lan Thilo/bphy^ prefer a Shirt of her making 
) a Toem of her compofing, and be much bet* 
:r pleafed to fee her take up handfomely a 
illen Stitch in a Stockings than inveftigate 
le moft abftrufe Theorem in Algebra. 
I hope none of your Readers will miftakc 
[e ^ much, as to imagine I am an Enemy to 
earning, and would diHuade Men from the 
0.3 Study 
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Study of it. No, I am fenfible, that with- 
out it DO State can be happy or flourilhing. 
But at the fame time, I would not have it 
purliicd, to the hindrance of thofe other Arts 
which are necefTary to the very being of 
Mankind* as well as the beautifying ^f Socie- 
ty. It is againft the exceffive and univerfal 
Indolence of Body, which may be introdu- 
ced under pretence of improving and adorn- 
ing the Mind, and againft that only, that I 
combat. 4For fince we carry about us Bodies, 
as well as Souls, and are Creatures formed 
for KGtiOTL as well as Thinking ; it is certain* 
we ought not to gratify one part of our 
Charge at the expence of the other, and 
may become criminal as much by a Mental 
Luxury, as by an over-indulgence of the Ani^ 
mal in us. 

lam, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant ^ 

PUBLICOLA. 
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^^w.m^ 



N^8i. Saturday, O£ioberi'^^ 1726. 
To tljc A u T H o R of the Dublin Journal. 

Deficinnt campU video fer denfa volant em 
Agmina duBorem Liby^, currtifque citatos 
Arma virum fuper^ at que artus ^Jigna trahentem 

Jam rident arva S i l. I t a l, 

SIR, 

T is an Obfervation I have fome* 
where met with, That whoever 
has been much converfant among 
the old Books, will be a little 
hard to fleafe among the new. 
We Moderns are not very fond of giving 
our aflcnt to any thing which may derogate 
in the lead from our own Worth and Ex- 
cellency ; and therefore I fhall be very ten- 
der of infinuating, as Ibme uncautious Per- 
fons have done, the Preference of the An- 
tients to us, that being a Point . which might 
give offence to a much greater number of 
Writers than Antiquity can boaft of. Yet I 
think, I may venture to affirm, that the 
Antients may now and- then prove no in- 
confiderable Helps to a modern Writer ; and 
that we have had very few eminent modern 
0^4 Writers, 
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Writers, who^ad not fomc little acqaaint* 
ance with the Antients. 

So far, I believe, will be allow'd mc with- 
out much difficulty. But Ihould one prefume 
to ^o a little farther, and afTert the Antients 
to have excelled the Moderns in the Art and 
Delicacy of Compofition, Propriety of Style, 
and Beauty of Expreflion, he maft expe<3: 
to be very (cverely humbled for his Raihneis. 
Yet unlefs lometning' of this be true; it i§ 
pretty hard to conceive how the Writings 
which have been handed down to us from 
Antiquity, have come to be the Wonder and 
Delight of fo many fucceeding Ages, and 
been by the beft Judges looked on as the 
mofl perfed: Models of yoXk and el^anc 
Writing. 

Our Neighbours, tht French, whom we 
ieem to acknowledge as the politeft of the 
modem Nations, otheiwife we ^ very in- 
confiftently in fo fervilely imiratiog fome of 
the worft of their Cuftoms, take all oppoFr , 
tunities of fliewing their Reverence for the 
Antients, and making the Knowledge of 
them extenfive. For this purpofe, as well 
as to enrich their own Language with uTefol 
Books, they have laboured tneedantly in 
tranflating the Ciadics, both Greek and La* 
tin, w bich have at any time received the 
Sandlion of the Commonwealth of Letters. 
By , this means they have in a manner natu* . 
ralized the Wit atui good Senfe of ali Aoti* 
quity, ^Vidi ^wde Vi fo w«ch their ow% that 
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even thofe among them who are ignorant of 
the learned Languages, may yet in fbme mea- 
fure become Mailers of tboie excellent Per* 
formances which have been compofed in 
them. 

Besides this obvious Advantage of tran- 
dating the Antients, there is yet another no 
lels confiderable, tho not fo frequently re- 
garded. A good Tranflation is oftentimes 
the trued Comment upon an Author^ and the 
beft Help to the thorow underftanding of 
him. Every one who has the leafl acquaint- 
ance with the Antients, mufl be fenfible what 
Difficulties attend the Study of them, and 
how thorny the PafTage oftentimes is to their 
meaning. It is therefore an Office of Hu- 
manity, in (uch as have luitable Abilities, t6 
remove the Difficulties, and render the A» 
venues more ealy to a Field of (b much De- 
light and Inflrudtion. And tho I would be 
far from depreciating the Labours of thofe 
Gentlemen who have applied themfelves, in 
a way of Criticifm, to unravel the Doubts, 
and explain the obfcure PafTages of the an- 
tient Authors ; yet I cannot help thinking 
a judicious Tranflation to be much more fer- 
viceabk for that purpole. The critical Com- 
jnentator ieleds only certain Places which 
have appeared difficult to himfelf, or to thofe 
with whom be has converfed ; and havii^ 
cleared them» pafles by all the refl as plain 
and eafy, which yet may prove as perplex* 
w^ to others, 9s thofe upon which he txx^ 
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ployed his greatcft Care and Diligencfc. A 
Tranflation, on the other hand, is a perpe- 
tual Comment ; which taking in the lefs as 
well as the more difficult Paflages, leaves 
nothing untouched that can give the ieaft 
obflrudion or uneafineis to the moft raw 
and unprepared Reader ; and helps him 
forward, without that languifhing drudgery 
one generally undergoes in the perufal of 
critical Interpretations. 

Our Language, tho it boafts not of (uch 
numerous Tranflations as the French^ yet 
has furniflied a great many excellent ones. 
We read the Iliad, the jEneid, and particu- 
larly the Tharfalia, in our own Language, 
with little left pleafure than in the Originals. 
I might mention a great many other worthy 
Performances of the fame nature, which do 
honour to our Tongue, and probably will 
lad as long as it continues to be fpoken; 
The Mine however is not yet exhaqfted ; 
and there dill remain many noble Works of 
Antiquity to be made free of our Language. 
The Author from whom I have taken the 
Motto of this Paper, is npnc of the lead 
confiderablc of thofe on whom this Diftinc- 
tion has not been hitherto conferred. His 
Work^ befides the Gharader of its Author, 
who was a Perfon of the higheft Quality in 
Rome, and had been thrice honoured with 
the Dignity of Conlul, comes recommended 
to us oy the Dignity and Grandure of its 
Subje<3:, as well as thofe Beauties it boafts 
I as 
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as a Poem. It contains an Account of one 
of the greateft and moft remarkable Trant 
adions to be met with in Hiftory, the hum» 
bling of Carthage by the Roman Arms in 
the fecond Tumc War. And this is repre- 
fented with fuch Pomp and Beaqty of Dc- 
fcription, and fo much Elegance of Style, 
and Harmony of Numbers, as very few of 
the moft admired among the Latin Poets 
have been able to equal. 

I A M glad I can felicitate my Country on 
the hopes we have of feeing this excellent 
Performance very Ipeedily tranflated into 
Englijh^ by an ingenious young Gentleman 
of our own Nation. Propofals for that end, 
I am informed, will be given out in a ihort 
time. The Charader I have taken upon mc 
will not iiiffer me to omit recommending to 
my Readers the Encouragement of a Work, 
which if It fucceeds, may reflect (b much 
Honour on our Country. I chufe to con- 
ceal the Name of the Gentleman at prefent, 
till he thinks fit to appear in his own Pro* 
jed:. However it is but reafonable, that 
the World (hould fee what they are to hope 
and exped from him in this matter; for 
which reafon I fubmit the following little 
Poem by the fame Hand to the Judgment of 
my Readers, defiring them at the lame time 
not to draw too near a Compariibn betwixt 
a Piece of a carelefs and familiar Turn, and 
a Work which will employ his utmoft Care 
and Diligence, and aflbrd him much greater 
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room for the exercife both of Ii&agiiiatloi^ 
and Judgment. 

/ am, SIR, Tomrr^ 8cc. 

HiBERNICUS. 



To T M^ of Stafordjhire Efq; on 

two celebrated Pieces of bis Painting, viz^ 
a Battle oi Alexander^ and a Landskip. 

FOrgive the MufeSy froud i iltude your TintCy 
Andprefs the foft impertinence of Rhyme : 
Accept a Praife that fcorm the venal party 
Nor profiitutes to youri the iifler An^ ■ -*^ 
But ivith much Zeal 'tis fatal to ^trnmend ; 
Jinu hard to praife, and to prejerui thiErtend ? 

blest' Touth ! To whom the genroui Arts are 
Whojingty Jiem unconfcious of your own : (knotuny 
To wljom renewed exhaufied Ages roBy 
While aO tV illuflrions Dead enlarge ymr Soul: 
To whorM fair Italy unlocked her Store, 
And fpread the Treafures of the Qaflic Shore ; 
All that famd Raphael dreviy or Mara tau^, 
T'ht wend\ous Pehcih i^d the Po^t^s Tboi^ht ; 
'the learn d Infcription, fan£lih*d in Rr^Jl ; 
The breathing Canvas, and Corinthian Bufi ; 
The venerable Urn, the little Lar, 
Prefervd thro^ Time's wild H^ajte^ attd Gotiiic tf^OT ; 
The valued Manufcripy the fainted Bon^y 
TrtflrttBive M^daty and hifiarit St^ne \ 
Great Apprius' tf^^tky tbrtf Ages tmtmfatrd ; 
And Ob«Ksbs to gradtutl Wotider reasir^A ^ 
Vafl Cati€0»bs, comeafd in Earthy to W- 
IVuh Amphitheatres, that mate the Siy i 

Soft 
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Soft Venus* Smile in duElile Marble JhQVin^ 
And C«farV FrowHy that awes the World in Stone; 
T'he Nhnumental Archy the Parian Dome ; 
Majeflick Ruins of Imperial Rome ! 

HO IVJhall the M*fe your happy Labours bail. 
Where Words to raife the fair Idea fail? 
Let your own fpeakifig Paint your Praifes Jbow, 
Tour Knowledge in Poetick Colours glow ! 

7*0 O delicate, you check my friendly Ftres^ 
And awe the Fancy that yot^ Worth incites. 
My Strength unequal to the Task I know ; 
Cold damps the Thought, languid the Numbers flow* 
The fleeting Image cheats my lab\ing Mind, 
And feebly Jhows what boldly was defigtid. 
As when the fir ft faint Lines pur Canvas fiain. 
And Nature flruggles thro* the Piece in vain ; 
From the rude Strokes imperfeUly we trace 
The mimick Life, sketched o*er the future Face. 

SEE ! Time rolls backward, with his Pinions bound. 
And Fate obfequious cleaves the teeming Ground : 
The Grave gives up its Dead, revived they ft and, 
A new Creation from thy forming Hand ! 
' ConfliSiing Chiefs in artful Fight engage. 
And wond'ring Nature feels fllhtious Rage : 
There ^midfl plumed Warriors, flain^d with honefl Blood, 
Toung Ammott plunges in the Cjranic Flood ! 
Here like a Regent Angel in his Star, 
The Perfian drives his Diatnond^glowing Car ! 
Lo ! where aUft the foamy Courfers rear 
In aSi to neighy and paw the fuff'ring Air ! 
The purpled Waters we behold below, 
AmaT^d to find the Stream forget to flow ; 
Thro* Groups of Men juft Attitudes we fpy. 
And each controBed Figure chains the Eye : 

Varyd 
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Varfd Delight the lively Pajjions yield ; 

Fear; Hope^ and Terror fluHuate thro the Field. 

^Hcre the compaEled Phalanx braves the Floods 

While glittering Spears projeEl a waving IVood. 

77je Rujh of ViSlors now the Fight confounds y 

'The Battle thunders with Ideal Sounds ! 

Here a ft em Hero meditates a Foe, 

From the raised Arm we wait the coming Blow : 

The writhing Wretch rolls his befeeching Eyes,^ 

Shrinks front the Jav'lin, almoft groans, and dies. 

There fnorting Steeds o'er proflrate Riders bound. 

Swords y Helmets, Limbs, Tiaras flrow the Ground. — 

NOW change the Horror of the dreadful Scene ^ 
Lo, fmiling Meads appear in vivid Green ! 
Irregularly fair, th^ elafiic Trees 
Bend to the Eye, and fan the fir earning Breeze : 
7%ereyour blue iEther emulates the Sky, 
Clouds behind Clouds the feeming Plain bely ; 
An aged Oak here, venerably bare. 
Tugs the ft rain d Root, and ponderous ft oops in Air : 
Lo! there a lonely Goat, infl)a9;gy port. 
Tops theftirub'd Rock — Beneath the Lambkins fport ! 
Amid ft his horrid Seraglio (lands revered. 
In fullen State, the Monarch of the Herd : 
Curl'd is his FrQnt, his Dewlaps ftjake an awe. 
His Glare of Eye o^er the wide Plain gives law i 
/ ask^d my cheated fight, can Life do more ? 

I look for Motion, and expeB his Roar, 

Adown a ruined Ivy-cirded Wall, 
See! a Spring feigns to gurgle in its fall : 
And near behold a Love-fick Swain reclined -, 
Behold ! and lo, the Face explains the Mind ; 
Defpair makes pale his Cheek, Defires inflame. 
And changeful Looks purfue the flying Dame, 
She trips the Lawn with a malignant pace. 
And all the Woman tinilurd in her Face ; 

Her 
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Her Face ! that Jhows her Virtue kept thro\fpite^ 
As Love coudpleaJe'-'^-^but Jilting give delight* 
Her length of Hair flows loofe in wanton Pride; 
Her Breajls now feem to heave, and now fubfide : 
My Eyes drink in each Hemifphere of Snow, 
And die upon the luEiealVale below 

BUT mark her Swain / ■ Pafjion from Pofiure 
And the Soufs War in blended Colours glows. (grows y 

WITH lolling Tongue^ and quick officious Eje, 
His faithful Spaniel pants y conjiaring by. 



N^ 82. Saturday y OBober 22^ 1726. 



To HlBERNICUS. 

^''-'^Studio jaElabat inani. 



SIR, 



ViRGI L. 




I FRIEND, with whom I was 
fome time ago, told me, that as 
foon as you had publifhed my 
two Letters you intended to 
confute them, by turning the 
Tables upon me, and undertaking to ihew, 
that notwithjlanding my Name, and Tre^ 
fence to be of the Irrational Kindy no one 
could find out fuch Arguments to prove that 
moft Men have no Soulsy unlefs he were 
endued with one him/elf. This is what is 

called 
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called in the Schools Argumentum ad homi* 
nem, which tho looked on by fomc as a 
very formidable Weapon, yet I could very 
eafily evade its force, and make it fall hea« 
vy on my Antagonift, However, as the 
Rumour proved an Obftacle to the Affiftancc 
I had promifed you, 1 am glad to find it al- 
together falfe and groundleU, and verily be- 
lieve it has been invented, and induftrioufly 
propagated by ibme malicious and evil<dii- 
pofed Perfons of the Rational Kind^ in or- 
der to create a Mifunderfianding between us, 
or rather to impbie an Vndetyianding upon 
us, to have the pleafure of feeing it engage 
us in a Quarrel. 

I A M too ingenuous not to acknowledge, 
that the Scheme of Writing I advifed you to 

{mrliie mull le- attended with its DiiBculties, 
mce you have conftantly followed a con- 
trary one ; and that if Men would endea- 
vour to get Souls, and make ufe of them, 
the old-beaten Road^ as I have called it, 
would be eaHer than the new one. I do 
farther confefs, with much fhame and trou* 
ble^ that about twenty years ago, when I 
was raw and unexperienced in the World, I 
was filly enoi^h td think as you dp, and 
fanfied I could more readily ihew the £x« 
cellency of Virtue, and the Beauty^ of that 
Harmony and Order on which all moral 
Duties are founded, than demonflrate the 
Happinefs pf wanting Reafoo, and ^6ting ' 
confequently. But tms might proceed frcnn 

Pre- 



Digitized by 



Google 



H I B E R K I G u sV Letters. 241 

Prejudice, or thofe Chains of Images^ that 
were faftned in my Brain during my Youth. 
For I received the greaceft part of my Edu- 
cation from Ratknalifts^ who did all in 
their power to corrupt me, by perpetually 
advifing me to thinks to reafon^ to refle£f^ 
and fo forth. My Vanity afterwards con- 
firmed me in the pracStice of thefe ridiculoqs 
Precepts ; and the defire of treading in other 
Paths than the Vulgar, fo intirely fubdued 
me, that it was with the utmoft difficulty 
I ever fhook off its Dominion. 

When any Art or Science is intended to 
be acquired, the firft thing generally done i% 
carefully to perufe, and attend to the Au^ 
thors who have treated of it. Therefore 
moft of the Trads of our modern Free^ 
Thinkers may be conlulted by you for Pre* 
cepts and Inftances how to apply them. But 
among the very many that have of late years 
been publilhed for the fious Entertainment 
of the World, and the univerfal Improve-^ 
ment of Mankind, I know none more fiiita* 
ble for your purpofe than that I mentioned 
in my firft Letter, the incomparable Fable 
of the Bees. I muft therefore recommend 
this extraordinary Book to your better Con- 
iideration, and defire you to fludy his Ar-*- 
guments and Style ; for in thefc two parti- 
culars chiefly confifts the Artifice and My^ 
fiery of that manner of writing I would 
have you to imitate* 

VoLir. R And 
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And firft, as to the arguing part, if you 
can but refolvc to make that worthy Author 
your Model, you will foon find that a little 
Pradice and Exercife will be lufficient to 
furmount all Obftacles. You need not take 
the trouble of confuting in due form the 
Arguments of any Adverfary, but let them 
ftand untouched ; and only obje^ to the 
Conclufion, by fome pretty turn of Wit, or 
far-fetch'd Reafbns ckduced from Principles 
quite foreign to the Matter in queftion. For 
inftance, my Lord Shaftesbury has faid, 

* That as Man is made for Society, he is 

< born with a kind Affedion for the Whole 

* of which he is a Part, and a propenfity to 

* leek the Welfare of it/ In pwiuancc of 
this, he calls * every Adion performed with 

< a regard to the publick Good, f^irtuous ; 

* and all Selfijhnefs^ wholly excluding ftich 

* Regard, Vicel In refpe^ to our Species 
he looks upon * Virtue and Vice as perma« 
« nent Realities, which muft ever be tbelamc 

< in all Countries and all Ages ;' and adds» 

* that a M^u of found Underfianding, by 

* following the Rules of good Seiife, may 
^ cafily find out the ^ukhrum and Hcnt* 

* ftnm in Morality, and govern himielf by 

* his Reafon/ How does the wondrous 
FabnUft anfwer this ! ^ The next day after 

* I read all this, fays he^ I heard abundance 
^ of People cry Frejh Herrings^ which, with 
^ the Refledions on the vaft Shoals of that, 
\ and other Fifli that are caught together, 

^madc 
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* made me very merry, tho I was alone : 

* but as I was entertaining myfelf with this 
^ Contemplation, came in an idle imperti- 

* nent Fellow, whom I had the misfortune 

* to be known by, and ask'd me how I did, 

* tho I was, and dare fay looked as healthy 
^ and as well as ever I was or did in my Life. 

* What I anfwer'd him I forget, but remem- 

* ber I could not get rid of him in a good 
/ while, and felt all the Uneafinefs my Frieqd 

* Horace complained of from a Perfccution 
^ of the' like nature/ Here is Arguing and 
Logjck for you ! Can any thing be more 
convincing than this miraculous way of Ra* 
tiocination ? which, befides ijcs other Beau- 
ties, will give you this evident Advantage 
in dtiputing, that it is a thoufand to one a 
Rationalift will not have a word to reply : 
fo tliat you will infallibly remain M^rfler of 
the Field, and be extolled for. your ViiStory 
by all thole that have no Souls. 

Before I ipeak of Style, give me leave 
to expoftulate with you for your Animad- 
verfions on the Writings of fome French 
Authors, in one of your late Papers. You 
have taxed thofe Gentlemen with being too 
lavijh of their infignificant Tattle^ gay Im- 
pertinences^ and injipd Compliments, with* 
out any thing elfe to recommend them but a 
little delicacy of Turn^ and an empty 
^oUienefs of Exprejfion. Now the chief 
thing you will want to perfcd: your Style, 
is jSl this Emptinefs of Exprejfion. You 
R 2 mufi: 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 H I B E R N I c u s 5 Letters. 

muft acquire the Art of faying nothing in 
an agreeable and ingenious manner, and of 
employing great and pompous Phrales with- 
out any meaning at all. Several Inftances of 
this will occur to you in the Author I have 
propofed for your Imitation. For what can 
be more elegant, and at the fame time more 
moving, than bis Story of the barbarous and 
bloody Murder of the large and gentle BuU 
lock ? What more ingenious and agreeable 
than his Comparifon of Human Society to a 
BowlofTunch'l Or where wmH you meet 
a finer Contrajt than there is between the 
Defcription of his dijirejfed Bullock^ and the 
tender helfkfs ' Infant torn to pieces by a 
ravening Sow^ ^^ggj^g "^'ith her filthy Snout 
in the yet living Entrails ? How artfully 
are theie two dreadful Scenes fet out, to 
ferve the different Purpofes of our Atithor ; 
the one to excite our abhorrence of the cruel 
and inhumane Ufage we give our Brother 
Brutes, and the other to demonftrate the 
Affedion of Tity to be a mere Animal Bufi- 
neft, owing to nothing but the Weaknefs and 
Infirmity of our Nature ? Who can with- 
ftand that vidorious Eloquence, that can 
thus fet forth in fuch lively Colours either the 
Barbarity and Injujiice oi killing Cattle^ or 
the Folly and IJnreafonablenefs of being 
difturbed at the Slaughter of an Infant ? 

I F you can but make yourlclf Matter of 
this Nimblenefs of Style^ as I may call it, 
you will foon be ranked among the firft CJafe 
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of fine Writers. It is impoflible to defcribe 
all the Advantages attending this admirable 
Art. You'll be amazed, when I bring you 
acquainted with one of its happy Effeds, 
which cannot be found elfewhere in the 
whole Syftem of Nature, and really at firft 
looks like a Contradidion, tho in facft no- 
thing, can be more true. By means of this 
Art you can Jill up a Vacuum by another 
Vacuum^ the Vacuum of a Book or Conver- 
fat ion by the Vacuum of fVords. This, tho 
3 feeming Paradox, is as demonftrable from 
Experience as any of the Propofitions in 
Natural Philofophy now, under the Confide- 
ration of our Virtuofi at the College \ and, 
in my opinion, undermines all the Princi- 
ples of Phyfics, blows up^ thole primitive 
Truths which the Philofophers fondly boaft 
as the firm Bafis of their Arguments, and 
compels their haughty and prefumptuous ' 
Reafon to go and hide for fhame. 

Since 1 have borrowed from Natural Phi- 
lofophy an Inftance of the good Effeds of 
this new way of writing, I Ihall carry the 
hint a little farther, and take from the lame 
Science anpther Method of having Wit e- 
nough to be as lavilh of it as you pleafe ; 
and this confifts in the Art oi rarefying your 
thoughts. You are, I prefume, fo well 
skill'd in the modern Phyfics, as to appre- 
hend at firft fight the Significance and great 
Importance of this Advice ; but perhaps it 
xnay be neccflTary for fome Readers to explain 

R 3 it. 
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it. The j^ir has a certain Property called its 
Elajiicity, or Springy by means of which 
each Particle of it may be bent on itfelf, 
and any Quantity of it be confined within a 
lefTer fpace, according to the degree of Force 
wherewith it is coroprefTed, which is called 
a Condenfation of the Air. When on the 
other hand, the comprefling Force is dimi- 
nifhed, the Springs unbend, and the Air ex* 
pands itfelf; and taking up greater room, 
becomes what is called rarefied. Every one 
will now underftand, that to condenfel! bought s 
is to fqueeze a great number pf them into few 
words ; as on the contrary, to rarefy them 
is to Jfpread them fo that a fmall Number 
fhall take up much room, and employ many 
Words. The firft of thefe Methods is fol- 
lowed by the Mathematicians ; the other is 
in great vogue among Toets^ the Authors of 
Novels and Romances, fome modern Hifto^ 
rians, vazvirj Treacher s^ and moft of your 
French Letter-Writers : in a word, among 
jail thofc who fet up for a fertile Wit, and 
lively Imagination. I do not think fit to 
fay any thing to the Mathematicians and o- 
ther Rationaltfis ; they are a parcel of pro- 
digal Fellows, who vainly fanfy they Ihall 
always have Thoughts enough in (lore, tho 
it often happens they fpend their whole Stock 
in their firft Volume. As for your IVits and 
pretty Writers, they know better things ; 
and by their wife and prudent management 
of Repetitions J their nice ColleiSioo of jy- 
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nonymsy their judicious and liberal ufe of E- 
fithets^ they fb cunningly order matters, 
that in two Pages you fliaJl fometimes hardly 
find one Thought. In this confifts the ^on- 
dcrful Art of Rarefa^ioffy the excellent Car^ 
tefian Materia JubtiUs^ (b neceflary to fill 
up the Newtonian Vacuum^ and io eflen- 
tially ufeful to PFeekly Writers. 

I Have now, Sir, not only revealed to 
you my Theory of the generality of Men, 
but alfo difclofed the Method of becoming 
agreeable and entertaining to them. I ^m 
too much a Friend to Mankind, to keep fuch 
an important Secret any longer from one, 
who has fuch frequent Opportunities of coa- 
verfing with them, and of improving it to the 
, advantage of the Age. You may purfue as 
foon as you plcafe this new way, and be af- 
fur'd that the Succefe will exceed your cx- 
pecStation. The Cenfure of the finall num- 
ber of Rationalifts now in the World ought 
not to deter you ; for, as I have laid before, 
their Complaints will in a little time be lofl: 
in the loud Applaufes of your Difciples and 
Admirers, whofc Minds are too well difpos'd 
before-hand ever to fuffer you flrould' undergo 
any Uneafinefs or Reproach, for juftifying 
their Notions of things, and thofe Adions 
which are the neceflfary Confcquences of them. 

One of our moft celebrated Poets had the 

misfortune of being fcnt from the double 

Mount to Bedlam^ a Journey too natural to 

occafion any fiirprize. A Gentleman, who 

R 4 knew 
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knew him, and who was examining the dif- 
ferent kinds of Folly of thofe who were de- 
tained there, was ftrangely furpriz'd when he 
law his Friend, ^ear Mr.LcCy faid he, wbaP 
unhappy Fate has brought you into this mi- 
fcrable place ? Who can help it ? anfwer'd 
the Poet, the Fools have had the better of 
me^ and confined me here. Poor Nat. Lee 
was not fo mad as People would have made 
him, if \ye may judge by his Anfwer, or el/c 
. he had very good Intervals in his Folly. But 
to fpeak ferioufly, I would not be underftood 
as if I meant that the Inhabitants of Bedlam 
u ere wifer than thofe who fend them there ; 
neirher do I think their Brain to be always 
more difbrder'd than that of thofe -who pais 
fpr reafonable. They are treated as Madr 
men of an extraordinary kind, ofaly becaufe 
their Folly fuits not Cuftom ,and received 
Ufages ; it is too irregular ro become a part 
of the general Folly of Mankind ; but withal 
?ts Source is exa<Stly the fame, it proceeds 
from Vanity y or the bewitching Love of 
Chimeras ; and this irlay be truly lookM up- 
on as the main Foundation of moft Mens 
Happincfs. If the greateft number of them 
were fo unfortunate as to be within the reach 
of Reafon, they would fbon find that they 
draw their Happinefs from certain Nothings 
ingenioufly made ufc of ; the Nothing of the 
one is a little more taking, a little more ad- 
ipir'd than the Nothing of the other : and in 

this confifts almofl all the difference* 

.... , . . . . .... . , . ^ 
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A CoNQjJEROR fwells in his Mind the 
Idea of his criminal Acchievements and fan- 
guinary Vidtories ; the deh'ghtful Thought 
he entertains of the Admiration rais'd in o« 
thers, for the many Havocks and Devafta- 
tions he has been guilty of, is what confti* 
tutes his Happinefs. A Toet thinks himfelf 
9 thouland degrees above the poor ignorant 
Vulgar, becaufe he tortures his Brain to write 
in Verfe what others would eafily fay in 
Profe. Now pray is not their Imagination as 
much diforder'd as that of a Man who faniies 
his Beauty and Charms make him the Idol of 
the Fair Sex ; or of that other who is become 
the fame Subjiance with his Clothes^ his £- 
quipagey his Wine^ or his Cook ? Thefe 
kinds of Folly, and many more I could name, 
have a great affinity with each other ; and 
who will deny but they conftitute the Hap- 
pinefs of a great number of Men ? 

THiNGsbeing fo, have not you a large 
Field to range in ? We muft look upon Men 
as wife becaufe they are mad, and that their 
Madnefs is the fertile Source of their mod 
lively Pleafures. No one can vie with them 
fox Happineft, unlefs perhaps it be a Man 
who is becorne perfedly reafonable. As for 
thofe who are reafonable but by halves, I 
take them to be the moft unfortunate Crea* 
tures in this World ; they are continually 
tofled from Folly to Reafon, and from Rea- 
Ion to Folly ; they can neither enjoy the 
calm and lerene Satisfactions of the one, nor 

the 
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the enchaticiDg Vi(ions and amufiog Pageants 
of the other ; thefe two implacable Ene- 
mies arc continually at war, and the Hearts 
of the wretched Mortals I am mentioning 
are the Scenes of their difmal and tormenting 
ConfliiSs. Moft we conclqde from this, that 
Men ought to cultivate their Reafon, and 
carry it to the higheft degree of Perfecftioa 
they can poffibly attain ? I am far from gi- 
ving any fuch Advice : this Method would 
be too troublefom, it would be juftly looked 
upon by moft People as a hard Labour, very 
inconfiftent with their natural Sloth and In- 
dolence. Let them rather ftrive to eradicate 
what fmall remains of Reafon they find them- 
felves incumbered with, and follow the Die* 
tates of Folly, which will lead them to that 
fort of Happinefs they are fondeft of, and by 
the way beft fuitcd to their Difpofitions and 
Inclinations. 

I amy SIR, Toursy &c. 

Isaac Alogist. 

!P. »S. If your Readers Ihould judge that 
the Vacuum of this Letter is fiUM up by a 
Vacuum of Words, or that it abounas with 
rarefy d Thought Sy I Ihall cfteem it a peculiar 
Excellence of my Performance ; the greateft 
Perfe(9:ion of an Author being to make his 
Rules and Precepts become Imlances of the 
Art he intends to teach. 

N^ 83- 
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N*^ 83. Saturday, OHober 2p, 1725. 




To HiBJERNICUS. 

Iniica tigrh agit rabida cum tigridepacem 
Perpetuam : favis inter fe convenit iiYJis. 
Aft homini ferrum lethale iticude nefanda 
Produxijfe parum «'/?.—— Juvenal. 

SIR. 

AST Sunday, being the Annivcr- 
fary of the happy Deliverance of 
this Nation from one of the moft 
cruel and barbarous Confpiracies 
we read of in Hiftory, I nad the 
good fortune to hear a very excellent Ser- 
mon on the Occafion in my own Pariih- 
Church. The Preacher, inftead of amufing 
himlelf, and enraging his Audience with Re- 
proaches on the Living for Offences commit- 
ted a great many Years before they were 
born, which is but too much the Pradticc 
of your young Smarts in ^Divinity, let him- 
felf with an honed and generous Zeal to 
draw the only proper Inference from the 
Subje<ft, and to combat thofe pernicious Prin- 
ciples which have infpired Men with Hatred 
and Animofity on account of religious Diffe- 
rences. This he did in a Manner truly afiec* 
I ting, 
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ting, as well as convincing. For my own 
part, I was particularly touched with what 
he faid. The perfecuting Principle indeed I 
always detefted, having been bred up in the 
moft profound Veneration for that Church 
whofe diftinguiftiing Charaderiftick is Chari- 
ty ; but upon this Occafion I felt fomething L 
had never before experienced, and was impref- 
fed with fuch a lively Senfe of the fatal Confe- 
quences of a narrow and bigotced Spirit in Re- 
ligion, as I hope I fhall be the better for to the 
lateft period of my Life. The Memory of the 
cruel Execution of the T>ay, the Devaftati- 
ons of Holy IVars and Holy Leagues, and 
the Horrors of an Inqutfition, all roffe up 
in my Imagination at once, and confpired ta 
fortify my Difdain of any Maxims which had 
the leaft tendency to countenance fuch un- 
righteous and unlandtified Pradices. 

It would puzzle a Man of good Nature, 
and common Senfe, who was not acquainted 
with our World, and the Hiftory of Man- 
kind, to find out a Reaibn why Men ihould 
be exafperated againft one another for think- 
ing differently concerning the Means of 
eternal Happinefs. He would be at a lofs to 
underftand the Propriety of breaking a Man's 
Head for having a wrong Turn in it ; he 
would never be able to conceive the Ufeful- 
nefs of a Rack iox jir etching the Confcience ; 
nor perhaps fee any Connedlion between ?^- 
naltles and ^Pains^ and the PFork of ConveV'^ 
Jiofh How then would he be furprized to 

fee 
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fee thefe Methods not only purfued by a bale 
and ignorant Rabble, but endeavoured to be 
juftificd by M^n of great Gravity and Eru* 
dition ? Should he be (hewn a New Tejia-' 
menty and be told, that it was a Syftem of 
the Chrijlian Law, what muft he think of 
inftrudling erroneous Confciences by Com* 
pulfion and Violence in a Religion, every 
where reprefented as fure and peaceable^ 
gentle and eafy to be entreated^ full of Mer^ 
cy and good Fruits, and recommending Bro^ 
tberly Love and Charity as the higheft and 
mod excellent Virtues? And would it not 
probably excite his Mirth, as well as Indig- 
nation, to know, that there were number- 
left Volumes of Interpretations of this Law^ 
fhewing not only the Expediency, but even 
the Neceflity of moderate Tenalties^ and 
wholefom Severities in Matters of Religion ; 
that thefe worthy Performances appeared in 
all fhapes and fizes, down from the magnifi- 
cent Folio to a Form proper for compadling 
with the Hiftory of an Old Woman drown- 
ed upon RATCLIFF Highway ; and 
that there were to be found Admirers and 
Difciples of fuch Writers among a People, 
who had the immortal Labours of a Chilling'^ 
worth and a Tillotfon in their own Lan- 
guage. 

Some of our Forefathers have been very 

unhappy in this refpcd:. Time w^as when 

Bonfires for the Extirpation oiHerefy were 

not only thought lawful and expedient^ but 

2 the 
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the Bodies of the Hereticks themfelves judged 
the only proper and Orthodox Fuel. This 
continued for fome time, till the Horror (uch 
Barbarity had raifed in the Minces of a gene* 
rous and tender-hearted People introduced a 
nev^ Eftabliihment, reformed both from the 
Cruelty and Abfurdities of the former. Self- 
prefervation, however, iri*de it neceflary to 
keep thofe under, whofe Principles and Prac- 
tices both were fubverfive of the Rights of the 
Crown, and Liberties of the People. To lay 
Men under Reftraints on this account^ can- 
not in any propriety be reckoned Perfecijtion 
on the icore of Religion ; being, on the con- 
trary, abfolutely neceflary to prevent Pcrfe- 
cution. Yet even this was atteiuicd with 
verv ill Confequences on Meqs Minxb, in 
making them k)ok with unconcern on Seve- 
rities exerci(ed on others for Tenets not 
chargeable with (iich dangerous Effeds. Dif- 
ferences in Opinion in Mattel^ both of Doc- 
trine and Worihip, arofe very early among 
the Followers of the Reformation, and were 
contefled with great warmth and bitcernefs of 
Spirit. From Words the Diipute came to be 
managed by Authority and Tenal Laws^ 
which, between the rigorous Execution of 
them on the one part, and the keen Oppofi- 
tion to them on the other, at length tnrew 
the Nation into the greateft Confufion and 
Difbrder. Tbefe Difputes now came to \» 
blended with the civil Concerns ; and what 
were the E^eds of that^ I prefome I nee^ 

not 



Digitized by 



Google 



H I B E R N I c u 8^5 Lftters. 1 J 5 

not remiud any of your Readers, nor how 
each Party infulted and opprelTed the other, 
in the feveral Turns of their Profperity, 

I N this State di|J Matters continue, till the 
Senfe of common Danger cooled their parti» 
cular Animoiities, and brought them under a 
neceflity to unite. The late happy Revolu- 
tion gave the finilhing Stroke to the perfccut- 
ing Spirit among us ; and, it is to be hoped, 
bas laid it for ever by that powerful Spell, 
the ji^ of Toleration. Whoever confiders 
the Peace and good Agreement which by 
this means we enjoy, and compares it with 
the Rage and Fury of former Times, mult 
look upon it as one of the greateft Bleffings 
confequent to that glorious Event, and no 
fmall Inhancement of the Value of that Lega- 
cy Jeft us by our renowned Deliverer King 
William. Yet there are not dill wanting 
Tome amons; us, who keep up their old Ran* 
cour in moft Points, and embrace the Princi- 
ples of Liberty and Toleration in part only, 
confining their Charity within tbe Limits of 
a few E^om^inations befides their own, anc^ 
judging all Opinions in Religion which tp 
them appear novel and uncouth to come un- 
der the Statute de Haretico comkurendo^ or ar 
leaft to be determinable by Club-LaWy or the 
Whipftng^Toft. Of this we have a remark- 
able Inftanc^ juft now in this Cicy, which, 
without derogating from the Labours of Hi- 
bernicus^ I cannot help thinking much more 
worthy the Cognizance of one who lets up 

for 
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for an Inftrudtor of Mankind, than moft of 
the Subjedls he has hitherto thought fit to 
confider. 

The Cafe is Ihortly this. One PFard^ 
who it feems has taken it in his head to be 
the Author of a new Sed of Religion, has 
for that purpbfe opened his Houfe in a very 
publick Place of the Town ; and having re* 
giflered it according to Law, imagined he 
might harangue to as many as ihould thinfc 
proper to come and hear him. What are his 
diftinguifliing Tenets I do not know ; but if 
he holds any contrary to Religion and good 
Manners, or deftrudiive to the Rights of So* 
ciety, it were eafy to convid him, and pu- 
nifli him as his Crimes delerve, in regard he 
has always complied with the Terms of the 
Law, by preaching with open doors, and 
giving admittance to all that defire^ it. In 
all other refpeds, I am informed, he be* 
haves himfelf inoffenfively, and is a ufeful 
Member of Society in the Way of Trade and 
Bufmefe. Yet this Man, thus iheltered under 
the Laws of his Country, and having done 
nothing to forfeit the Prote<ftion of them, ^ 
fcoundrel Mob have for five or fix Sundays 
running thought fit to rabble and abufe in a 
manner not to be fufFered in any well-order- 
ed Community. I am not of opinion, that 
your Paper ought to animadvert on the Ex- 
ploits of thofe rafcally Reformers, who have 
no other way of exprefling their Zeal for the 
Houfe of God than by demoliihing thoie of 

their 
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their Neighbours ; both bccaufe they arc in* 
capable of a Correction of that nature, and be- 
caufe the Law has appointed others much 
better adapted to their feeling, and more ef- 
le<fhial to produce a (trong andlafling Impref- 
fion. But there is a great Vulgar as well as a 
little ; and fomc People, who would not be 
themfelvcs concerned in any fuch Proceed- 
ings^ Cm yet look upon them with indiffe- 
rence, if 0ot approbation. It might not 
therefore be amid, for the fake of fuch Per* 
(bns, to CKpoie thofe weak and ungenerous 
Principles which have in all Ages, as well as 
now» fcrved for a Colour to that brutal Fury» 
which, on account of its intenia Heat, and 
marvelous Readinels to confume every thing 
that comes uczt it, has been fo often miftakea 
for Zeal. Particularly it ought to be incul- 
cated on thofe who enjoy the Benefit either 
of a Toler^tim, or a Connivance from the 
Government* how indecent, as well as un- 
juft, it is in them to murmur at the Liberty of 
their Neighbours, or to countenance any 
Principles or Pradices, which, if the Laws of 
the Land, and the Lenity of their Superiors 
did not hinder, might be turned againfl: them- 
felves. I remember, the ^akers^ in their 
Addrefs to the late King Jrnnes on his Accei^ 
fion, treated him with a very iioneft, tho re- 
^edfui piece of Freedom of this Sort. * We 

* have been informed, (ay they, that thou 

* art not of the Religion eftablilhed by the 

* Laws of tte Country any more than we : 
VolIL S It 
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^ It is therefore our Hope, that thou wilt not 

* in Juftice deprive any of thy Subjeds of 

* that Liberty of Confciencc which thou 

* takeft to thy felf.' This, which was once 
thought a good Leflbn from Subjeds to their 
Sovereign, I hope, cannot be efteemed un- 
mannerly from one Fellow-Citizen to ano- 
ther. 

I A M not for engaging you on liich a co- 
pious Subjed: as the Point of Toleration. It 
has already been eftablifhed with all the Evi- 
dence of Demonftration by feveral great and 
excellent Men, to whofe Labours you or I 
can add nothing. One thing however is pro- 
per to be confidered by us, that it is now be- 
come a Part of the Conftitution of our Coun- 
try, and confequently criminal to ad againft 
it. Many of our bed and moft learned Di- 
vines have had the Virtue publickly to main-^ 
tain it from that Place where Men are heard 
with the greateft Reverence. One of them, 
who is an Ornament to his Profeflion, has al^ 
ferted it in its largeft extent ; and for fo do- 
ing received the Thanks of that part of our 
Legijlature^ which is not only the moft 
numerous, but always prefumed to be the beft 
acquainted with the true State and Intereft of 
their Country. So that whether we regard 
Authority, or the Good of the Commonwealth 
of which we are Members, We muft think it 
our duty to difcourage every thing which 
looks like entrenching on the Rights of Con- 
fcience, and private Juc^ment, or laying Men 
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under Hardfliips on account of their fpecula- 
tivc Opinions. They who juftify Compul- 
fion and Force in Matters of Reh'gion, fap 
the Foundations not of the Reformation only, 
but of Chrtftianity itfclf ; fince they thereby 
declare the Lawfuhiefs of all the barbarous 
Methods made ufe of to hinder thev Propaga- 
tion of either. 

As for the poor Man, whofeunjuft Treat- 
ment gave occafion to trouble you with this 
Letter, I am no farther concerned about him, 
than as I think his Cafe an ill Precedent, 
which, if not taken notice of, may prove ex- 
tremely hurtful to quiet and innocent Men 
hereafter. Should the Spirit of Wrath and 
Perfecutfon once get head again among us, 
who knows where it will ftop, or what Mif^ 
chiefs it may produce ? Give it once its Play 
againft a few contemptible Vifionaries and 
Enthufiafts, and it will loon gather Strength 
and Courage to fly at new Game, and grow 
ftill more voracious as you give it greater 
Feeding. Our Forefathers faw this to their 
coft, and could never get rid of its Cravings 
till they had chained it up for ever ; purfuant 
to the Advice of a great Man, and eminent 
Chrijiian Thilojbfher^ with whole Words I 
(hall conclude this Letter, and recommend to 
the perufal of your Readers the excellent Per- 
formance from whence I have taken them, 
Mr. Lockers Letters on Toleration^ where 
they will find almofl: every thing which can 
be laid on either fide ofthat important Debate. 

S2 * Nar- 
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• Narrowness of Spirit on all fides 

' has undoubtedly been the principal Occafion 

* of our Miferics and Confufions. But wh;^« 

* ever have been the Occafions, it is now 

* high time to feek for a thorow Cure. We 

* have need of more generous Remedies than 

* what have yet been made u(e of in our Di* 

* ftemper. It is neither "DeclarAtions of In- 
^ dulgence^ nor Jits of Cow^ehenfan^ luch 

* as nave been yet prai^iied or projeded 
' among us, that can do the Work. The 

* firft will but paUiate, the fecond increafe our 
^ EviL 

^ Absolute Liberty, jufi: and trae Liber- 
' ty, equal and impartial Liberty, \s the 

* thins we ftand in need of. Now tho this 

* has oeen much talked of» I doubt it has not 
< been much underftood ; I am fure not at all 

* pradifed, either by our Governors towards 

* the People in general, or by any T)iffen- 
^ ting Parties of the People toward one aiHh 

* ther: 



I am, SIR, 

Tour very humbk Servant^ 

w.a 
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N^ 84. Saturday, November j, 1725. 

To HiBERNlCUS. 

■ - ■■ Felices error e Juo. Juvenal. 

SIR. 

IKNOW of no Country which 
ought to abound more with Ra^ 
tlonalijts than outs, if the many 
Pcffoos whofe Writings are in- 
tended to make Men become fb 
bad fuccecded The moft powerful Motives 
that can influence Readers in behalf of Rea- 
fon and Virtue, have been dilplayed in ouf 
days with great ftrength of" Reafbn as well 
as poHtenefs of Exprcfiion. The ingenious 
Autbofs of the latlers^ Sj^eifatcrs, and 
Guardians, have taken much pains to farni/Il 
Men with Sools ; but, if we may judge by 
Experieoce, their Endeavours haye not been 
fo effe(9:ual as there was reafon to hope for. 
This makes m^ thmk that it is almofl: impofli- 
ble to give a Soul to one who has none. The 
Things of this World will silways go on in 
their ordinary courfe. Men won't fofFer 
tfaemfeives R> be difturbed in the poiTefTiofi 

S3 of 
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of their Manners, no more than in that of 
their Edates; they are not fo mad as to 
change their beloved Cuftoms and Ufages, 
to pleafe the Fancy of an Author, whole 
end, they think, is lefs to corred: and make 
them better, than to get their Eftecm and 
their Money. 

I HAVE heard fomc People lay that the 
Spectator has done more good, in reforming 
the Manners of his Age, than all the Ser- 
mons preached in his Time. I will not take 
upon me to determine how far Sermons 
have proved efficacious ; but however Ihorc 
they may have fallen of their intended Sue- 
cefs, I do not fee what great Reformation 
the Spediator can boaft of I allow that his 
Dilcourfes may have fo far influenced fome 
Ladies and Gentlemen as to have made the 
firft hide a little more of their Breafis ; and 
Tendered the others more refervM in admiring 
the rich Clocks of their Stockings^ and Frin^ 
ges of their Gloves ; but thefe are only 
Trifles : fome of the linalleft Outlets of Va- 
nity may indeed have been fl:opped up, yet 
this fame Vanity is ever too careful of its 
own Intereft, to have loft any advantage 
thereby, and has certainly found means of 
indemnifying itfelf very amply fome other 
way. But has inordinate Self-love been 
leflcned ? Have Men been perfuaded they 
would be happier by keeping their Luxury 
within narrower bounds ? Have Noblemen 
beep convinced that their Honours and Ti- 
tles, 
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ties,, when unattended with Virtue and Merit, 
very far from gaining them any regard, fervc 
only to make them become more contempti- 
ble, by rendring their Vices more confpicuous ? 
Whoever will undertake to make Men be- 
lieve thefc things and adfc confequently, at- 
tempts a thing fo difficult, that he may be- 
forehand almoft defpair of fucceis. 

My Reflexions on human Vanity have, 
in fomc meafure, been occafion'd by the ill 
efled it has like to have had upon me. I am 
informed I have undergone the greateft Cen- 
fures abroad for maintaining that mofl Men 
have no Souls ; and been branded with the 
Titles of Libertine^ Heretick, Atheiji, and 
other odious Appellations. A grave old 
Friend of mine took me afide t'other day in 
a Coffee-houfc, and told me very faioufly. 
That I had carry' d matters tfio far^ that 
my T)ocirine concerning human Souls was 
certainly unfcriptural^ and that I would do 
well to keep out of the way^ lejt the Eccle- 
fiaftical Court jhouU lay hands upon me ; 
for, added he, the Clergy are exajperated 
dgainji you on account of your Story of the 
Taylor'^ s Son. I muft own I think my felf 
but ill rewarded for the pains I have taken 
in behalf of thofe Gentlemen, and the others 
I mentioned in my Letter. I intended no- 
thing but their good, in endeavouring to rid 
them of their Souls, as of a needlefs Burden. 
My good Nature hinders me from exprefling 
any rcfentment, tho in truth their Ingratitude 
84 deferves 
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deferves a fevere CeD&rc I (hall alfi> oyt%^ 
look this Inftancc of their Vffliity , well know- 
ing it CO be too ncceflary an Ingredient ia 
the human Confl:ic«ion to be ftttprized or 
put of humour at k. 

I HAVE often wondered why the moral 
Philofbphcrs fliould find fo much fault with 
the Vanity of Men. I think that in fo 
doing they intirely forget their darling Prin- 
ciple. None of them will deny the truth of 
this Axiom, That the Smrce ef ail hummt 
Aiiions is the defire of being happy ^ This 
undeniable Truth is the foundation of ail 
Morality, and all our endeavours to become 
virtuous are grounded upon no other Princi- 
ple. Now there are two different ways of 
.attaining Happinefs, as I have already hinted, 
Reafin and Imagination. The firft of ihele 
ways is known but by that (mall number of 
Perfons in whom no body dii'putes the Pre- 
rogative of a Soul ; and of cofrfcquence the 
other muft become necefTary to th<^c who 
have only the mechanical Faculties. 

Those who have Course enoiagh to at- 
tempt the firfl: Road find it, in its beginnipg, 
very rugged and troublefomc ; every thing 
about them looks gloomy, and their Imagi- 
nation feldom fails of putting Qxst faife U^tSy 
to make them go aftray. Bat ait every ftep 
forwards the Road becomes ids cra^y, and 
another Light appears whidi gradmlly dif- 
pels all the falfe ones. The Gtewn. is at laft 
iucceeded by a bright and Iplendai D^lj^ aod 

the 
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the Road, which is now become very finooth 
and eafy, leads the Travellers thro' the moft 
delightfol Countries, to what the Rationa- 
lifts call Virtue^ the foundation of all true 
Happinefs* Thefe Gentlemen add, that a 
Man, who has performed this Journey, en- 
joys Pleafures and Satisfactions intirely his 
own, and that he ftands in no need of Va« 
nity to become pleafed with himlelf What- 
ever is virtuous he thinks ufeful, and every 
honefl and worthy Adion rewards him the 
very inftant he does it. His Soul is fo in- 
ipired with all that is great, beautiful and 
noble in Virtue, that he cannot 2iQi without 
difplaying fbme of thofe amiable Chara(3:ers; 
He feels in himfelf the fame Contentment 
which his charitable AflHbnce occafions in 
others ; if a poor Man asks him Alms^ his 
Heart will be filled with as much joy in 

giving, as the indigent in receiving them. In 
lort, he will ufe all the Advantages he hath 
from Nature or Art for the good and wel^e 
of his Fellow-Creatures, for whofe benefit be 
knows he was made. Independent either of 
Applaufe or Calumny^ he can enjoy the good 
and honowable Reputation he hath fo jufUy 
gained , bot he can likewife refl content with- 
out it, and his Reaibn puts him above the 
Idea which others may have of him ; for 
fatisfied with the confciouioefs of his own 
worthy he never intended his A(^ons fhould 
any >%ays recur upon himfelf ; his Integrity 
be^s 19 itfelf its ^^w^d» and as it de- 

pend^ 
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pcnds not on Events, it never knows Dii^ 
appointment. 

Things arc very different with thofe 
who have n^ver endeavoured to acquire the 
Faculty of Realbning. For, I repeat it again, 
I think it far better to fay that moft Men 
are wholly deprived of Rcafon, than to 
make it confift in a monftrous kind of Being, 
that is continually tormenting them on ac- 
count of thfcir Faults, without any power to 
mend them : fo that inftead of being their 
^hyfician^ their Reafon is in fadk their Exe- 
cutioner. Thefe Men would in vain look 
within themfelves for a Happinefs intirely 
their own ; their only fliift then is to borrow 
a tranjitory one from exterior Objeds. The 
better their Imagination fucceeds in purfuirs 
of this kind, and in laying up a good flock 
of Vanity^ the more the Intereft by which 
they are governed feems to refemble Reafon. 

It is plain, from what I have been fay- 
ing, that my diftindion of Men ought care* 
fully to be kept in view in perufing my Let- 
ters. As for the Imall number who have 
Souls and employ them well, there is no 
need to give them counfel ; but for thofe 
who have none, or which is the fame thing, 
don't ufe them, they ought to have a little 
more Gratitude than they have fhewn to a 
Name-fake and Kinfman of theirs, who has 
endeavour'd to make them know themfelves^ 
as the wife Man direAs, and pointed to thera 
that kind of Happineft which is beft fuited 

to 
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to their Faculties. However, if my Compli- 
ance with theie Gentlemens Fancies can 
make my advice more acceptable, I will, for 
this one time, fuppofe them poflels'd of Souls, 
and fliew them, that in order to be happy, they 
muft neverthelefs a& as if they were without 
them. 

The Soul is never well at home ; when 
Ihe is employM in tending the Machim to 
which ihe was at firil united, (he is always 
uneafy, fretful and diflatisfy'd with herfelf, 
as well as with that diforderiy Machine com- 
mitted to her Charge and Tuition. What I 
therefore adyife would be to fend her a tra- 
velling, as a great many Folks do ; and it is 
certainly the beft way of having reft within 
ourfclves. 

Those who are young and lively fend 
their Reaibn a travelling in the Country of 
Tkafures ; and when flic intends to return 
to her Habitation, ihe is either Ihut out of 
doors, or fent to aflift the Imagination in 
building Cajiles in the Air. Thofe whofc 
Reafon delights in Baubles and Trifles, dif^ 
patch it towards Italy or Greece, in queft of 
old Iron^ old Brafs, old Chamber ^fots, and 
old Shoes. Thofe again who have a Reafon 
endow'd with more Strength and Activity, 
and fit for lofty Enterprizes^ make it Ibar 
above the Stars^ to meafure their Magnitudes 
and Diftances, and find out the true Caufe 
of the Regularity of their Motions. Their 
Reafon is (o eminently placed there, that 'tis 
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a great pity thofc Superior fFits ever thiolc 
fit to call it back again from theoce, to allay 
fbme little domcftick TroubleSr and teStiff 
what may be aiiu& witfotn fiicb de^tcable 
Machines as their own. fax fiiort, I woold 
defireMentoconfider^ that they have all, as 
I have laid, an invincible Propenfity to be- 
come happy ; and no one will deny bnt they 
are never happier than when they divert them- 
felves ; {o if they were conftantly taken up 
with feme Divenion or other, they wookl 
always be happy. Now pay what is Diver* 
fion ? The bare Etymology of the Word 
ihewa^ that it is to free oorlelves from the 
Fragments of ooi Reaibn, and fiirrender our- 
felves without reftraint to the poflefiion of all 
foreign Impreffions. Here I expe<A to meet 
the Rationahfls a^n in my way ; they will 
be telling us that Men are not ^ways h^^y 
when they laugby when they Jmg^ or when 
they dance : They will be repeating their old 
Story of the other kind x>i Pleafurcs, wbofe 
foorce is Virtue alone, and whidh they call 
Tranquiility af Mind^ Serenity of Soul ^ and 
other line Names. Bnt my Diftindlion is t»id 
afide. What tbcy fay is true as to the fmall 
Number who feck after Happinefs in the way 
of Reafon ; but as for thoic who only follow 
Imagination, 1 am pretty furc rhde Expief- 
fiQos will raife no Idea in their Mind% and 
ccmfeqtieotly they will look upon theroas^ an 
tiniiiteliigibk Cant^ or a rnQrat Jargon^t void 
of all manner of meaning. 
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A s the Ratlonalifis will ever be thwarting 
us in profecution of our Undertaking, the bcft 
Service I could do your Readers would be to 
undermine fome of their Principles. This is 
not {o difficult as (bme may imagine, if a right 
ufe be made of the Method of arguing I dit 
cbfed in my former Letter. The great End, 
I may fay the chief Principle, of thefe Gen- 
tlemen, is that which I have often mentionec^ 
namely, That Virtue is founded u^on eternal 
and unak^ral^k Renjbn, and that it hath 
keen and ever will he the fame in all jlges 
and Countries. I will endeavour to Ihew th« 
Fallacy of this Opinion, and fo blow up their 
darling Axiom, by only telling a Story ; an4 
tho it may not perhaps convmce your dub- 
born Moralifts, it will, I hope, fatisfy that 
part of the World for whom my Letters are 
. chiefly intended. 

When Xerxes^ that mighty Terfian Mo- 
narch, brought over into Greece his formi- 
dable Army, which by its Numbers feem'd 
fiifficient to conquer the whole World, and 
confided of many different Nations ; he lome- 
thnes refleded within himfelf on the odd and 
ftirprizii}g Variety of their Manners and Cu- 
ftoms, and refolved one day to ridicule what 
fome of thole People looked upon as facred 
and indjfpenfable Duties. * He lent for fome 
Greeks znA Scythians, and queftioned them 
fcverally on their way of performing their 
Funeral Rites. The Greeks anfwered, That 
in their Country nothing feemed more decent 
than to burn their deceafod Friends and Pa- 
rents, 
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rents, to gather their Alhes, and preferye 
them carefully in ^rns. The Scythians laid. 
They found no Tomb more honourable for 
the Remains of their deceafed Relations than 
their own Stomachs, and that therefore they 
eat them out of a pious and religious Princi- 
ple. Hereupon the King of Terjia ordered 
thofe two Nations to exchange their Cufloms ; 
that the Greeks Ihould eat the Bodies of their 
Dead, and the Scythians burn them accord- 
ing to the Ufagc of Greece. The firft ihrunk 
with Horror at the odious Coinmand ; the 
Scythians were no lefe fcandalized ; both re- 
folved to adhere to their old Cufloms, and 
were willing to die rather than comply with 
thefe barbarous Orders. 

I T will perhaps be objeded, that this In- 
ftance relates to a bare Ceremony, and has 
nothing at all to do with Virtue. But \s not 
this a mere Cavil ? For what is Virtue, in the 
Notions of moft Men, but a Ceremony ? 
Every one will allow that Religion is the 
lublimeft part of Virtue : now Religion, if we 
may believe Experience, is but a Syftem of 
Grimaces^ of outward Forms and Ceremonies, 
that vary according to the difference of Cli- 
mates ; for I know of no Country in the 
World where the practical part of Religion 
doth confift in tBe Honefiy and Courage of 
Jiedfajily following the T^iSiates of Qonfci^ 
ence^ and the T>eciJions ofReaJbn. 

I am^ SIRf yours^ 8cc. 

Isaac Alogist. 
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N^ 85. Saturday, November \2^ iji6. 




To HiBERNICUS. 

Qui mores hominum multorum vidit * H o R. 

SIR, 

I N the Clofc of my lafl: Letter I 
CDdeavoured jto explode the Opi- 
nion of the Moralijis concerning 
the Nature of Virtue. It follows 
from what I faid, that in order to 
govern ourlelves with Prudence and Mode- 
fty, we muft always make the Opinions of 
our Age and Country the Standard of our 
own, and prefer them to thofe of former 
Ages and other Societies. We mud look up- 
on the reigning Tafte as infallible/ but at the 
lame time firmly believe, that whenever it 
gives way to another^ the new one will have 
a kind of Hereditary Right to the feme de- 
gree of Infallibility. Cuftom muft have juft 
the fame Power and Influence over Men and 
their Aifiions, that his Holine/s of Rome hath 
in the Church, One Tope makes ^ Bull ; he 
is infallible. A fucceeding Tope makes ano- 
ther Bu/l, diredtly contrary to the former. 
This Tope is infallible too, and his De- 
cifions muft be received with the fame impli- 
I cit 
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cit Submiffion aS thofe of his Predeceflbn 
And if in this any Man ihoold apprehend the 
leaft Contradiiflion, he would deferve to be 
burnt as an obftinate and incorrigible Here- 
tick. 

The Chriftian Inhabitants of Europe arc 
firmly perfuaded, that they are the moft civi- 
hzed and polite part of Mankind ; and that 
none of the People of the other three ContW 
nents can outdo, or even equal them in 
Strength of Genius, Noblenefs of Sentiments, 
or Decency of Manners and Cuftoms : And 
they are in the right to think fo. For tho it 
may be objeded, that this Opinion is found- 
ed more on Self-Love than Reafon, yet I 
will Ihew, from icverailnftances, theWeak- 
nefi of this Objcdion, and demonftrate that 
we really tranfcend all thofe Nations, whom 
we fb juftly term Savage and B^barous on 
account of their Ignorance of our Arts and 
Refinements. 

Bv the Law of Mahomet the Turks are 
prohibited the ufe of Wine ; but finding that 
human Nature (lands in necdof fbme Incen* 
tive to Mirth, they have ufed themfelves to 
Of turn in its (lead. This Drug inif^res them 
with Joy for fome hours, and renders them 
adtve and lively ; but a little after throws 
them into Lethargick flumbers. The conti* 
Dual Ufe of it waftes their Spirits, deftroys 
their Conditution, and hadens their Death. 
What a barbarous Cudom is this ! and how 
much more rational the Method of Debauche- 
ry 
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ry in ufe among us Chriftians ? Wine is a 
generous Gift of Nature^ which we are noc 
fo mad as to rejecS, but fhew the Value we put 
on the delicious Liquor by the great Quanti- 
ties we fwallpw. It is true, it deprives us of 
Reafbn, and fbmetimes of all Power of adt* 
ing ; but it is for that only we ufe it. Piba« 
iure is the chief thing we feek ; and Reafon 
is certainly an Incumbrance to fuch aspropofe ' 
to themfelves nothing but Diverfiou. More- 
over, as the exceffive Ufe ,of Wine occafions 
many Difeafes, attended with the acuteft and 
moft tormenting Pains, our perfevering (b 
gallantly as we do in our Comfotatwnsy is a 
Proof, that we have more Fortitude and 
Conftancy than to deprive ourielves of 
preient Pleafiires, to prevent future Pains. 
When thefc anive, we endure them with 
Courage and Magnanimity, and in the Inter- 
vals of our Agonies provoke them anew, by 
the fame Means which at firft occafioned them. 
Thus we acquire the fublime Glory oihard 
drinkers ^ and triumph over thofe fuperfi- 
rw/ Fellows, that cannot drink as deep^ and 
tofs off as many Bumpers as we. fVine 
kills as fure as Opium ; but then they who 
fall Martyrs to it have the fatisfadion of. 
having lived without Thought or Refledion, 
and of leaving behind them an immortal 
Name among all honeft Fellows and good 
Companions. 

Vo1.il T The 
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The Siamefe have an odd way of wa- 
ging War with their Neighbours. Thefc piti- 
fol Solcjiers ufe nothing bur Bows and Arrows, 
and employ thefc Weapons leJs to hurt their 
Enemies, than frighten them. They Ihoot 
thej[r Arrowis on the Ground, and avoid as 
much as poflible to ihed human Blood. Is 
not this perfed: Childrens Play, and would 
it not be almoft as good to live in Peace as 
to fight in this manner ? We ChriftianSj far 
from being fuch mean-fpirited Wretches, are 
true Men, and can eafily free our Hearts from 
the ridiculous weaknefs of fparingotir Fellow- 
Creatures. The (mailed Offence, or even 
the Defirc of invading a Neighbour's Domi- 
nions, ftifles in the Hearts of Moji Chrijiian 
Trinces that effeminate Pity which would 
(lop the Progrefe of their Atchieveinaits 
and military Exploits. They ravage whole 
Provinces, and deftroy whole Nations of 
innocent Men, that they may imprefs others 
with the mod profound Reipe<^ and Admira- 
tion of the noble Authors of thole glorious 
Calamities. What can raife a greater Idea is 
the Minds of moft Men, than the Dcfcrip* 
tion of a Country embroidered with tweocy 
or thirty thoufand dead Carcafles, that have 
fallen a Sacrifice to the Reputation and Glory 
of a Hero ? The Art of deftroyiog Men hath 
been brought to great perfection among us ; 
and we will for ever prefervc a grateful Re- 
membrance of thofe exalted Wits and iignal 
Bcnefadors to Mankind, who firft invented 

Gun* 
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Qun-f&wder and Fire-arms^ which hard 
proved lb ufcful to the European Nations, 
and perform fuch notable Execution in all 
their Gonfefts with each other. 

Most o^ the Inhabitants of thofe vaft 
Tra(9:s bf <ir6und which are called the 

^^reater and Lefler Tartaty^ are above all 
fhioigs aVtrfe to Labour and Pains-^taking, 
l*hey are fo far from cultivating the Arts 
ftnd Sci^tiees, that they will hoi be at the 
Cfoobte i5f manuring their Lands. They 
think the Flelh and Milk of their Flocks 
fiiffici^nt for their Maintei>ance ; and delight* 
ed with their Sloth and Indolence, ftyle 
Chemftives Mafters of the World, allowing u§ 
to be only the Slaves of it. Who can beat 
With fuch brutifli Stupidity as to eat, drink» 
and drcfe, merely out of Neceflity, and to 
think one rich enough when he hath the 
hfeceffaries of Life ? Our Superiority ovet 
tht^t Savages is very inanifeft ; they live 
but only to live^ and are content with what 
Nature gives them, without the affiftance of 
Art. As fot us, we abhor that fliameful 
La^i^efe and Inad:ivity fb injurious to the; 
Excellence and D^nity of our Nature. We 
have Genius to contrive attificial Wants, 
and Induftry to make a tliouland things 
noceffary which thefe Barbarians can be 
without. This obliged us fo ftudy the Arc 
of becoming rich ; and having (ucceeded in 

* ttiis, which is the very top of earthly Hap- 

T 2 pinefs, 
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piods. we can never be baulk'd in any of 
our Defires or Expcdations. 

Here I muft beg leave to break off the 
Comparilonofour Manners with thofe of other 
Nations, in order to confider a little the high 
Scnfe we entertain of the Advantages arifing 
from Wealth. Our Language, above all 
others, (hews excellently well the noble Idea 
we have of Money, and with great Truth 
and Juftice confounds the Worth of a Man 
with that of his fortune. Philargyrus is an 
arrant Knaves he is even ready to fell 
his Country^ and commit the vilfjt and 
moft profligate ASiions ; and yet becaufe he 
has an Eftate of that Value, Philargyrus 
is worth flve thoufand a Tear. Crito is 
the worthieft of Men ; his Zeal for the 
good of his Country hath always been re- 
markably confpicuous ; no one goes beyond 
him in all good and virtuous Actions ; 
the Accomplilhments of his Mind equal the 
good T>ifpofitions of his Heart : But then 
he has no Money, and confequently Crito, 
the good and honeft Crito, is not worth a 
Groat. How this way of fpeaking was firft 
introduced into our Language I cannot tell ; 
but I think it very juft, as the world goes, 
and would not by any m?ans that we ihould 
part with it. For, to ufe the Words of an 
ingenious Author, • Wealth is every thing; 

* it affords Convenience, covers Defedls, and 

* commands Obfervance. It gives Intereft 
.' and Power ; and Credit and Satisfadion 

* always 



Digitized by 



Google 



H i B E R N I c u s 5 Letters. 277 

* always attend it. He that's rich has Art 

* and Nature at his fervice, can entertain his 
' Fancy, and regale his Senles. Good eat- 

* ing and drinking are but part of his Advan- 

* tages ; he is wonderfully addrefs'd and com- 

* plimented every where. A Manour draws 

* Suit and Service after it ; and a rich Man, 

* like the Sun in Terjia, is worfliipped at his 

* firfl: rifiing. One would think that his 

* Pocket mends his Head, that his Senfc 

* holds proportion with his Acres^ and that 
^ he purchafes a new Underftanding with 

* every new Eftate. On the other hand, 

* Poverty has but a very ordinary Com- 

* plexion, and a very flender Intereft in the 

* World. 'Tis generally difregarded and 

* brow-beaten ; and no good Qualities c^n 

* make it (hine. People are apt to fanfy, . 

* where there's no Money there is no Merit. 

* If the Mufes are in Rags, they are in dan* 

* ger of the Statute^ and of being tuken up 

* for Vagabonds and fiurdy Beggars. A dife 

* furnifhed Condition never promiles great 
< matter of Talent; for who woiild look for 

* a Jewel upon a Dunghil ? In (hort, a Man*s 

* Credit always fuffers with his Circumftan- 

* ces ; a thread bare Coat is a prefumption of 

* Infignificancy, and when the Pocket's low 
« the Brains arc thought fo too/ Things be- 
ing fo, I think Men ought to endeavour, 
above all things, to grow rich, and that the 
Moralifts and Toets Ihould forbear their Re- 
fle(3:ioQS and Satire on the immoderate Love 

Tj of 
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of Wealth. Let no body be troubled in 
;heir neceflary purluits of Gold and Silver; 
nor think much of it. if, befides the com- 
mon Induftry requifite to acquire a Fortune, 
a Man iliould ufe fome little criminal Artifi* 
CCS, and a fmall Dofo of Knavery. But then, 

fay you, perhaps, he'll damn himjelf. - 

Why, indeed, that may be. If he docs, 'tis 
the worfe for himfelf. He will however have 
had the fatisfadion of leaving to his Children 
not only a good Eftate, and the Convenien- 
ces and Comforts of Life, but a great deal of 
Merit, and iall manner of valuable Qualifica* 
tions. 

But to return from this Digreflion; do 
we not excel the Tartars in Taue and Deli- 
cacy ? The chief End we propofe in Dreis 
is Luxury. It is not Modefty or Conveni- 
ency we confult in our Clothing, but only 
the beautifying our Bodies. But where we 
triumph moft, is in the Nicety and Profufion 
of our Tables. One of thole wild /ifiat'tcks 
would be aihamed of his Ignorance, if by 
chance he came into our Kitchens, and feme 
hours after (aw us at Table. He would be at 
a loft to know all the Flejh^ Fijh, and Fowly 
he had feen a little before, and take our 
Cooks for a parcel of Conjurers, who by 
fome magic k Art, can change the Name, 
Shape^ and Tafte of every thing- He would 
be amazed to fee forty or fifty Difbes of 
th^ kind, withoitf knowing what to call for. 
^P^liapa be would ftill continue ftubhorn and 

foolifh 
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fooliih enough to prefer his own way of 
living. If lo, we could buc pity him, and 
clafs him with thofe dull Mortals who value 
Reafbn and common Senfe more than the mc^ 
profound Erudition. 

The Chinejb^ who fanfy themfelvcs the 
wifeft People in the World, have a very 
whidifical, not to iay ridiculous Notion of 
Nobility. He who is ennobled among them 
is ooly fb during his own Life, without re- 
gard to his Pofterity. Titles are only to be 
obtained by Virtue and Merits and taxMct- 
guiih'd with the immediate Purchafer. Wheti 
a Mandarin dies» his S^ mud convince the 
Publick by fevere Trial and (lri(3; E^amib«- 
tion, that he inherits his Father's Worth, 
before he can fucceed to his Honours. Among 
us Virtue is much more glorioufly rewarded 
As foon as our Princes grant a Patent to 
one of their Subjects, his Blood becomes 

Eurer and more excellent than before ; and 
eing trainiinitted to his Pofterity, makes it 
fpecifically different from that of other Men, 
Kings indeed cannot fix Virtue in the Families 
they intend to honour j but they can fettle 
in them the Rewards due to Virtue, and 
compel the Vulgar to pay the fame Homage 
to the Vices of the Defcendanfs which was 
due to the AnceftorS Merits. Moreover, the 
older Nobility grows, it becomes the more 
excellent; like Che/hire Cheefe^ which is 
mod admired when rotten^ and running 
away. It feems as if a certain Number of 
T 4 Ages 



Digitized by 



Google 



i8o H I B E R N I c u s's Letters. 

Ages were required to perfed and mature 
it. Time, which generally impairs the 
Value of other Things, enhances that of 
Nobility. Our Tafte in this (eems like that 
we have for Medals^ which the more they 
are defaced and eaten v^xihRuJi, are in the 
greater efteem for their Antiquity. Or, to 
ufe a finer Comparifon, great Families a- 
mong us may be faid to refcmble great. Ri- 
vers, which are but fmall Streams where 
they rife, but then their Waters are clear 
and limpid ; the farther they run from their 
Source they fwell the higher, and, by wearing 
away their Borders grow the muddier ; much 
what like happens among thofe Nobility 
that (land very remote from their Ori^ 
^in. 

J ofHf S I R^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

Isaac Alogist. 
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N^85. Saturday^ November 19, 1725. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

^rdPterquam quod iffi faciunt^ nihil reSle futant. 

Ter. 

SIR. 

LETTER I received t'other day 
from the fame old Gentleman I 
have already mentioned to you, 
with my Obfervations upon ir, 
ihall be the SubjecS of our prefent 
Entertainment. But before I give you my 
Friend's Letter, I think it proper to fay fbme- 
thing of his Charader. This Gentleman was 
bom at Briftol feveral Years before the Re- 
fioration, and bred a Merchant : having car- 
ried on a fair and confiderable Trade in that 
City during (bme Years, became over and 
fettled here a little after the Revolution^ 
where his AfTairs have continued to profper 
even beyond his expediation. Ever fince the 
King's Acceflion to the Throne he has given 
over Buiinefs, and now lives on the Income 
of a plentiful Fortune which he has raifed by 
his own Induftry. He is very fond of old 
Fafhions and Cuftoms, and follows the new 
ones juft as much as is neceffary not to ap- 
I pear 
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pear ridiculous. His good Seofe has never 
been caioced by Study, nor his Piety by So- 
perfticion or Enthufiafin. He is reckoned 
covetous becaufe be is very ricb» and does 
not think it an Honour or a Merit to appear 
fiich. His Difcourfes are very open and free ; 
and as his Sincerity is onafiecSed, fbme Peo- 
ple are apt to miftake it for downright Blunt- 
nels. His regular and Ibber way of living 
has made his old Age (b hail and llrong, that 
he conftantly goes on foot, without (landing 
in need of a Coach or a Chair. His Clothes 
are very plain, but he takes care that many 
ihould be fb well clad as not to dread the 
fliarpnefs of Winter, He will fcold at his 
Maid, and threaten to turn her ofl^ if ihe 
chances to break his Tipe^ or to throw a- 
way z Match before both Ends of it be 
burnt ; and yet he won't fcruple to give a 
Cafh-Note of ten or fifteen Pounds at every 
Charity^Sermon that is preached in this Town. 
Here is the Letter the good old Gentleman 
has fent me. 

^ T Have read with great pleafore your A- 

* JL pology for Vanity^ and your Parallel of 
^ our Manners with thofe of other Nations. 

* As I begin to apprehend the End and Scope 

* of your Writings much better than I md 

* when your two firft Letters came abroad, 
• * 1 heartily beg your pardorr for the Cenfurcs 
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^ I pafTed upon them. What I nbw plainly 
i fee, is, that your Satire is the more ufefui, 
as it is concealM under a feeming compli« 
amce with the Vices of the Age. The 
greatcft Number of Men cannot defend their 
Caufe fo well as you do ; but then they 
would be Fools in good earneft, if they did 
not perceive the Weakness and Ridicule of 
your Arguments, notwithftanding the fine 
Yarnift yoii put on them. 
^ I CANNOT but blame thofe reverend 
Clergymen, who have been out of humour 
at the Story of the Taylor's Son. It con- 
tains no Refle^flions upon the whole body 
of thofe venerable Gentlemen, for whom, I 
dare fay, you have a great regard. It ex- 
poles nothing but what is eafily corrigible, 
and makes a fufficient discrimination be- 
tween thofe who are, and thofe who are 
not the proper Objc<^s of its Satire. I can 
therefore fee no harm in what you have 
done. You intended to cure feme prejudi- 
ced Divines of that fbrious Party- Spirit 
which blinds them; and to fhew how far 
Calmneis and a Chriflian Moderation is 
more becoming their facred Cbarad:er than 
a fiery Zeal, which proceeds not from 
Thought or Reflexion. So that upon the 
whole, if the Order in general do you 
jufticc, they will rather think you praife* 
woithy than obnoxious ta Cenfinre. 
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* It is natural for Men to become prolix: 

< when they treat of Subjeds they like ; this 
^ has, been my Cafe at prefent : ipy fondnefe 

* for the Clergy has been like to make me 
^ forget a Requeft I have to you, which is, 

< that you would animadvert on the exor* 

* bitant growth of Luxury^ and all the Ex- 
^ ceflcs which are its Confequences. Your 

< Friends Hibernicus and Tublkola have al- 

* ready taken thi^ Matter in hand, and ex- 
^ erted a becoming Spirit in difcountenancing 
^ this Vice ; but the Enormity is come to 

* fiich a height, as will well bear to have the 

* Cenfures upon it frequently repeated. It is 

* not confined to the Nobility and Rich only, 

* but, as a contagious Diftemper, has fpread 

* itfelf among all degrees of Men. What 

* would our Anceftors fay if they could re* 

* rum to the World, and fee in a private 

* Family a Chariot for the Matter and a Coach 

* for the Lady of the Houfe ? How great 
^ would be their Indignation in confidering 

* all our coftly Furniture, and our Side- 

* boards loaded with (uch a quantity of 

* Plate, that the Value of it would afford 

* a good Portion to a Daughter ? I do not 
^ mention the great number of Diihes and 

* variety of Wines ufed at Entertainments, 
^ becaufe you have touched upon this al- 

* ready ; but is it not high time to give 
^ over thefc Extravagances F And have not 

* we juft reafon to fear that if we do not, 

* our Trade will foon decay, and confe- 

• quently 
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^ qucntly our Country fall into the grcatcft 
* Mifery and Confufion ?' 

/ am^ S I R, Tours^ &c. 

Sampson Thrifty. 

I A M obliged ro my Friend for becoming 
my Apologift. What he fays of the Clergy 
is very true ; I never intended to /peak of 
x\\^, Order in general, than which I know 
none that ought to have better Souls. But 
as the Diftindion is pretty plain in my 
Letter^ I need (ay no more in my Vindi- 
cation. - 

1 T remains now for me to codHder the 
laft Paragraph of Mr. Thrifty s htii^t ; and 
I mufl: own I cannot but think it in great 
me^rfiire luggefted by the Prejudices of old 
Age. Thefe good Gentlemen are apt to 
think amifs of every thing except what they 
do themfelves, agreeable to what Terence 
fays in my Motto. I join with him, that 
if our Anceftors returned into this World, 
they would be (bmewhat at a lols to know 
themfelves in their Defcendants, and fur- 
prized at the difference between the prelent 
Condition of Things and what they were at 
the time they left it. But after all, this 
would but betray their Weaknefs and Sim- 
plicity ; little difference being now made 
between Surprize or Admiration^ and down- 
right Ignorance. 
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I T AK E it there is a certain fixed t>ofe of 
what is called Virtue add Vice iotefwoyeo in 
the Manners of all Mankind. This Dofe 
(to ufe a way of fpeaktng I hare already 
employed) condenfes itfelf in one Country in 
the fame proportion it is rarefied in another, 
without ever lofing any thing of its fettled 
quantity. It isjtift like the Syfiem of Mat* 
ter, which, tho unalter^le In its Nature and 
Mais, is continually circulating in the Worlds 
in an infinite number of vary'd Forms ^d 
Qnannties, and which recovers, by the ipa^ 
ringnefs tied in framing a Sfanijh $hap^, as 
moch of itfetf as bad been prodigally liv^d 
away in making up a ^utchman^s Buttocks. 
Now it generally happeiis th^ the' greater 
Dofe of Virtue, and the fmallcr of Vice, 
M\^ to .the fliare of thofe States which are 
yet hvx, in their Bejginfiir^s, or id M xMtt-^ 
tied Condffion : the realon of this is plaid i 
every one allows that Virtue is ufefut and tor 
be fought Ibr, when \t mafkcjs a Maft fit^ 
his private Intereft ib the publick Oneofthftf 
Society to whicfe he b^ongS ; and is a ^eafe 
or beginumg State, this cotin^^ion betweenf 
the private and pnblkk Infer eft is (o obvi- 
ous, that it cannot eicaj^ the md(V foperfidal 
Obfervation*^^ 

When Rome was yet in he* Infatie^ 
and furyoufided with m^any Witlike PeOfrfcf 
who confpired its Ruin, c^ch Citi2:en fislt 
that the lofs of a Battle would expofe hiitf 
and his Family to the mercilefs crock/ of 

the 
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the Conqaerors ; this infpired him with an 
incredible Ardor and Courage. Seeing he 
umft {land or fall with his Country, he took 
care by a frugal way of living to enrich the 
pubiick Treafiirc with all he could Ipare. 
He trained up his Children in the fame Prin- 
cfiplcs of Self denial for his Country's fake ; 
and by manly Exercifes fb ftrengthened theii 
Bocfies^ as to render them capable of ferving 
the Republick in the hardiefl: and mod labo- 
rious Expeditions. Honour came in too for 
a ihare, and excited thoie Citizens to an 
emulation of each other in doing their Duty ; 
from whence arofe thofe generous Extrava^ 
gances which frequently hved that growing 
State, and which fbme People do flill read 
with great admhratioo. 

But when a Country has been fupported 
for fomc time by the Courage and Virtue of 
its iirfl: Inhabitants ; when the Po^^er and 
Wealth of it are confider^ly increased by 
their Fn^lity and Induftry, it is but reaibu-' 
able that in its turn it fhould fupport the 
riotous Exceffes of jhe People. The greatef 
and richer the State- grows, the naore the 
Tie of the private and publick Intereft is 
eclipfed ; {o that it often happens that a Mao 
finds his private Happmefs in ruining and 
deflroying the ptAlkk one^ If a Subje<a of 
a great and floorifhing Kingdonx gives himfcif 
up to ail the: Exorbitances of Oftentation^ 
iSuury and I>ebaucb ; and by the inikeQcc 
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of bis Example, excites whole Multitudes to 
fall into the fame Courfes ; the prefent Race 
of his Countrymen will but divert them* 
ftlves the better, and at the worie, none but 
their Grand-children are in danger of paying 
for thefe Follies. It cannot be expeded that 
Men fhould carry their Love of their Coun* 
try fo far as Pofterity ; but if (b, the way 
of living Mr. Thrifty condemns will the beft 
anfwer that End, in the way the Rationa^ 
lijis like mod, I mean that it will oblige 
our Dclcendants to have recourfe to Virtue 
as the only means of rectifying the bad 
EfFeifts of our Dilbrders. The private In^ 
tereft Ihall again become united with the 
general one^ and our Pofterity will think 
them infeparable ; fo that by their Cou* 
rase, Wifdom and Temperance, things will 
wholly be fet right, till they produce ano* 
ther Race, who, by their Imitation of oor 
way of living, will again compel their OfFl 
fpring to follow the Steps of Virtue. Now 
it is plain from tbefe Arguments (which 
are confirmed by the Hiftories of all Ages 
and Countries) that the Succeflion oiVir^ 
tue and Vice is exacStly the fame with that 
pi fair and foul tVeather^ and that they 
equally depend on neceffary Caules. 

I HOPE what I have been faying will 
convince my good old Friend of the un- 
xealbnablenefs of his Complaints, and that 
you and the World will judge, I have im- 

prov'd 
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jprov'd the Logic k of the Fdble of the Bees^ 
to vety good purpofe. 

/ am, SIR, Toun^ Sec. 

Isaac Alogist* 



N^ 87. Saturday. November %6^ 1726. 



To the Auf Hok of the Dublin Journah 



Vimii am&r f atria.* 



VlKQltl 



s i k^ 




I U B L i C K Spirit and the Lov« 
of a Cdutitry proceed from a Dill 
poficiotl fb very amiable, that 
We eafily forgive a thoufand lit- 
tle Prejudices aod Cxtravagaoces 
Wbi£h fldw from them ; and can laugh at 
to honeft 2eal^ exerting itfelf in a humo* 
r&tfs afid whimftcal Oiannet without being 
itk thti leafl olfended. Nay, it often hap* 
peii^, that the Spirit of Liberty, and a ge- 
nerotts Cpuceirn for the Publick, receives 
gteat Afflftance from popular Prejudices, and 
Vtilgar Errort. And indeed the Bulk of Man* 
kind are animated to brave and virtuous Ac- 
tions, by Confiderations which would per* 
haps appear trifling and abfurd to Men of 
VoUL U juft 
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juft RefledioD and Difceramear, and who 
examined thiogs with care and exadnefs. 

Many an honeft Englijhman \o\cs his 
Country, and would (pend his Blood in its 
defence, for Reafons, which are either not 
true, or luppofing them to be fo, not impor- 
tant enough, to juftify liich an extraordinary 
degree of AffeiSlion. London Bridge, and St. 
TauPs Cathedral being the fined Buildings 
in the World, has been often improved into 
ah Argument againft the Enemies oi England. 
The Excellency and Plenty of onxBeef^nA 
Mutton have helped to make i, great many 
Admirers of the Britijh Conftitution. Nor 
have there been wanting Inftances of bold 
Britons, who have encountered, and actu- 
ally overcome liiperior Numbers of Enemies, 
by* being (Irongly imprefled with the No- 
tion, that their Country naturally produces 
better and braver Men, than arc to oe found 
among any other People in the Univerfe. 

These are certainly Prejudices, and to 
wife Men will appear pretty extravagant- 
too ; but they are of an honeft kind, and 
capable of producing very beneficial and. no- 
ble Effeds. And for that reafbn, good P6« 
licy, as well as good Nature, fiiould incline 
us to overlook the Strokes of Whim and Ri- 
dicule which appear in the Charad'erS where 
they prevail. They are Errors of that fort, 
concerning which Horace in one of his mofl: 
inftrudive Satires, wiflies, * we had the Vir- 
^ tue to reckon them honourable and praife- 
I * worthy •^^ 
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^ worthy.' A little Indulgence is always due 
to the olemiihes of a virtuous Characfler ; 
becaufe there are few, perhaps, who have 
reached uncommon Strains of Virtue, with- 
out fbmething peculiar attending it ; fbme 
darling Abfurdity, or favourite Ehthufialm, 
which never fails to rife uppermoft, upon 
any Agitation j the Troof of great Minds, 
like that o{ firong Sprits, being often found 
in their bearing the Bubble. 

I HAVE been led into thefe Refledlions, 
by the perulal of a Trearife of Botany lately 
publiflied here, under the Title of Synopjis 
Stirpium Hihernicarum^ wherein the learned 
Author has a very curious Remark on the 
Article of Totatoes. He takes notice, of a 
Debate which has been among the Virtuoji^ 
whether we in this Country were originally 
fupplied with that nouriihing Vegetable by 
the Spaniards^ or from the Britijh Planta- 
tions ; and out of his great Zeal for the Tro- 
tejlant Religion, and the Liberties of his 
Country, ftrenuoufly maintains the latter O- 
pinion, and demonftrates them to be no Ms 
than Tarricides^ who adhere to the former. 
Howevei; whimfical this Notion may appear 
to fome, I cannot help thinking It proceeded 
from a very commendable Principle in the 
Author^ and fhould be glad to (ee it propa- 
gated among our common People, that they 
might affbciate the Idea of Liberty and Pro- 
perty with that of Totatoes, and have as 
good a Stomach for the Defence of the one, 
U 2 ' as 
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as they ufiially have for the Confumptloo of 
the other. 

In earned, fuch littld Prepofleffiojis in 
favour of our Country appear to me not only 
innocent, but highly convenient, as they 
may be the Means of ftrengthnidg a virtttotiS 
AfTedion, and inipiring Men with gallant 
Refolutions. This is the natural MkCt thty 
have upon ignoi-ant and untutored MiildSi 
who are to be roufed up in the Caufe of theft 
Country, and its Conftitution, by Motives 
quite difi^rent from thoie which i^uence Men 
of larger and clearer Vie\tes. People of grcrfs 
Apprehenfions muft be wrought upon by Me- 
thods adapted to their Capacity. Agreeable 
to this Principle, it has been the pr^ice of 
all wile States and Governors, to ^dtertain 
their People with ShewiT ind Spectacles, 
which might warm their Imagination, ana 
heighten the Ideas of a Comniuntty, and a 
Publick, with thofe of external Dignity abd 
Splendon The Solemnities imda ufe of in the 
AdminKirations of Juftice^ and the pompous 
Appearance of MagifthiteSi and publick M^ 
niuers, upon thoie or other extraordinary 
Occaftons, appear all to have been calculated 
with this Vi^w ; it being certain^ that Mtn 
of Senfe can take 00 pleafure in iueh Format 
lities on any other account, th^ to ^ttra^ 
the Efleem and Reverience of the Multitodfc» 
and inlpire them with a YeneratiOd for the 
publick Orders and Inftitutiods. Solemn 
Feafts, and let Days of rejoidnj^ otk propet 

Occa- 
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Occafions, have alio been frequently em- 
ployed to the ftfne purpofe, and have feldom 
failed being attended with very wholelbm 

That I am not (ingular in my Obferva- 
tions, thoit is no dircd Proof of their juft- 
licfs, yet entitles me at lead tq a great deal 
of Indulgence, if I am in an Error. For 
which reaibn, as well as for the fake of com- 
raunicating my Sentiments to my Readers in 
a much more agreeable Drefs than I am able 
CO give it them* I (hall borrow a Paflage from 
Mr. Thiii^Sy in one of his Free-Thinkers^ 
pn this very Subje(3:. . 

• There are publick Sjpedades, (fays 
^ that ingenious Gentleman) that are not of 
^ fo refinod a Nature, nor much attended to 
^ by Perfons of diftindion ; which, nevcr- 

* thelefs, may be very proper, and have no 
^ fmail Influence upon the People for their 
^ good Such, in particular, is the Lord 

* Mayor^s. Shew, in the City : Such are the 
^ fi)Lemn Proceffions of Corporations ; or of 
^ any Trading Companies, or Artificers, on 

* ftaced Day& Thefc Pageantries fcrvc to 

* infpire the Youth with a Love for their Pri- 
^ yileges, and their feveral Vocations ; to 
< iquidLen their Indodry ; and to make thea 
^ amlncious of arriving at the Honours and 
^ laities, which fait within their refpedive 
4 Scenes of Life* 

Mr lifcewiie becomes the Prudence of |i 

^ Magtflnfic^ to infiituce publick. Spe^acles, 

U3 «of 
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* of an inferior kind, to be exhibited (at 

* proper times) to the Populace ; Amulc- 

* ments fuitable to their Capacity. The Art, 
^ in this Point, is to divert them with fuch 
^ Shews, as may let in, . at their Eyes, feme 

* very popular and material Indruc^ion ; and 
^ difpole them to become true Troteflants, 
^ and good Subjects, while they rejoice. Of 
^ this kind, is the antient and laudable Cu* 

* ftom of burning the Tofe^ on the 5 th of 
< November^ and in Commemoration of 
^ Queen Elizabeth. I am forry to fee this 

* Ceremony is not performed, of late years, 
^ with the ufual Pomp and Triumph ; fmce, 

* under proper Regulations, it always has 

* been, and always will prove, a ftronger 
V Antidote againft Topery^ to the Multitude, 
^ than all the Writings of our Reformers.' 

A Native of Ireland, who loves his 
Country, and its Liberties, cannot help 
joining in this Gentleman's Complaint, when 
he obtervcs, that the Fourth of November, 
which ufed to be celebrated with fo much 
Joy by the Proteftants of this Kingdom, in 
memory of our glorious Deliverer King 
WILLIAM^ has not lately been ho- 
noured with the lame Solemnity and Accla- 
mations as formerly. It is true, we are not 
yet fo ungrateful as altogether to negled 
it ; but yet the difcontinuance of the Honou- 
rable Society at the Tholfelly as it has the ap- 
pearance of our growing wearied with it, 
ynay in tin^e produce an abiblnte indifference ; 

N ao4 
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and wear away, by degrees, the Memory 
of 2i Hero, znd ^txEvent^ which ought to 
be facred to lateft Pofterity. Had he done 
the (ame thing for luch remote Nations ^s 
China,, ox Indoflan, which he did for the 
Britijh Ifles, his godlike Virtues would have 
entitled him to our Efteem and Admiration : 
much more then Ihould they do {o, when wc 
ourfelves enjoy the Benefits of them ; and 
when the FaiJJ: is yet fo recent, that many 
among . us can look back on the day of our 
Diftrefs, as well as of our Deliverance. 

The happy Influence this Society had on 
the publick Affairs, in a late time of danger^ 
is an invincible Argument for the Revival and 
Continuance of it; The Spirit of Liberty 
never breathed more noWy in any Nation, 
than it did at that time in ours. Like In-* 
Jpiration, it proved catching ; and diflufing 
itfelf from the City to the Country, from 
thence was returned with new Warmth in the 
Refrefintdtive Body of the Nation, where 
it broke opt into Reiblutions, that would 
have become a Senate of antient Greeks or 
Romans, accompanied with all thofe Circum* 
ftance? which render the Adions of luch 
Great Affembltes illuftrious and awful. If 
then, a Ceremony of this fort can be fo ufe- 
ful in difficult and. critical Conjon<3xires, 
there can be no reafbn for laying it afide 
before we are intirely rid of all Apprchen- 
fiods from the fame quarter, which, lam 
afraid, i& not yet out Cafe. The Enemiet 
U4 of 
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of our Conftitutioa have oflitber q^it^ipd th?w 
Antipathy, -nor their Atterppts i»gain(| ic. 
We lee dtily endeavors ufed to pojfon the 
Principles of the People, both gs to JleU- 
aion aad Government. Tarker^i Hjftory of 
his Times, and Fid^es^s Lif? of Cardinal 
fTol/ejf, are Inftances of this { >vhi(ch feepi 
calculated with no other defi^) than to 
yaife Prejudices agaioft the Principles of 
Liberty^ and the Reformation^ pnder. th» 
notion of facrilegious Encroachment^.oi) th# 
Rights of the Crown, and the Chqrch j 
which, according to tbem^ ongbr to divide 
the Spoils, and difpofe of th? dilates 73^ 
Confcicnccs of Mankind at thcijr pipaferp, 
It is therefore the dujry pf tbo& whp 4^9 
Friends to their Country, snd tie l^?W§ of 
it, to ufe all innocent and legal Methcnd^ f q 
Itnimate the Zeal of the cominon People 
ligainfl: all Maxis^ whifrh tei>d tP S|ayery 
and Supcrfiition, to diCea»oa(e whi^ g-? 
pongfl: them we iee fo gr^gt lod^Ilry ^ 
Affed:ation. . For which fw>4 Pwp9(^ I 
ki|OW no Courfe kft exc^lpeai^f f^n ||y9 
^ojBoal Commemoratioo of twr ii»tn;er T^ 
livflrances, nor which givf s fo gR^t pfp|)»T 
1)ility of Succels. 

I AM fenftble, that what | have &id oft 
tfaisOccafion wiU give a handJ^ for tAxiRg 
lae with bncaking a Rxile I hay# y^ <^w» 
fer my Coadad in dbeft P«pers, qaI 19 
OBcddle with f^artyrMnftfirs. Tft wh^j I 
fhall give a very fluMC A^T^rfi ; TIhF I 
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cannot underftand how expreffing an honeft 
md fiaceie Attachowu? tg th9 Uws of pjy 
Country c*n be e^M ri4iBi wifb t ?myt 

A Refle<aion of this fort, to fay the beft of 
it we can, is very indeeent. M^ Friend, 
Mr. Jlogifl, Apd I, have undergone a- good 
deal of Cenfure already on this fcore ; as if 
we had deferted PPf M Pefj^n, and re- 
folved to turn Political LeBurers^ I am 
popgd^nt, neither of v^ ever bad Itbis in ouf 
thoughts, But at the fame time, I believe, 
it is his Opinion, as well as mine, that ex- 
prefling our Zeal for the GOOD OLD 
CAVSE oi Liberty r znA %\it Britijh Con^ 
ilitution, caij be no ways incpnfiftent iwith 
9H honeft Iptentipn of making ouf Mbe^rf 
chiefly fobfervient to tjie Interefts of iJ^^ySw 
^nd Virtue ; which is all I (hall fay ya, vin- 
dication either of him, or my felf. 

/ am, SIR, yours, 8cc 

HlV^^NXCQS. 
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N^88. Saturday^, T>ecember '^y iji6. 

- ■ — ■' ■ — 

To HiBERNICUS. 

OfortuHotas nimum ! fuafi bottanerim. Virgil, 

SIR, 

SEND you the two following 
Tranflations from Horace, with- 
\ out any farther Preface or Apo- 
logy, than pleading the Liberty 
you have fp often already given 
me of the fame kind. 

/ am your very humble Servant, ■ 

MUSOPHILUS. 

HORACE, Book I. Ode iv. 

n^HE Snows are fled i along the Tlain 
■*• The Grafs itsflowWy Mantle fpreads ; 
The Trees a comely Loadjhftain^ 

And wave in Air their flowing Heads. 

The Earth its gay eft Robes futs m ; 
. Z The muddy Rivulets refine ': 
And filver^d with th^ incumbent Sun^ 
The limpid Currents gaylyfljine. 

The 
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The Graces feel th" indulgent Change^ 
And dance before the tuneful Swain ; 

Along the Valleys naked range^ 
And beautify the fainted Plain. 

My Lord, the fwifi revolving Tear ^ 
The fleeting Sea/bns let us hiow^ 

There is no true i^erfeSfion here^ 
No lajting Hafpnefs below. 

The Winter Storms^ when Spring returns^ 
To Xti^hyi^s Jbfter Whijhers yield \ 

Springs gaudy T>refs the Summer burns ^ 
And loads with ripening Corn the Field. 

With Apples crown^d^ and yellow Shea^es^ 
Fair Ceres then begins her Reign : 

But foon the Earth all naked leaves^ 
And doleful Winter comes again. 

Tet Time thofe daily JVafies repairs \ 
The Stars again reftore the Springs 

Produce new Seafons^ and new Tears^ 
And move in an eternal Ring. 

But more unhappy we becofne 
Mere Shadows^ and to Atoms fly^ 

Whenever the Fates pronounce our l)oom^ 
And cruel Pluto bids us die. 

Who knows if Heanfn another T>ay 

Will add to thofe already paftj 
Orjhatch us inftantly away^ 

And make theprefent Gafp our lajl'i 

The 
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The Goods of Life tbettfrfelj y,fe 
And grat'^ A liberal Mind \ 

Thy greedy Heir fbaUnfer abttfe 
A Wealth you eannot le^e behind* 

Once you have left your native Earth 
To wander on the Scygiaa Shore • 

The Honours of a noble Birth ' 
Will f lead in thy behalf »9 more. 

No vme thy awful 'Doom once read. 
Will then thjt Mh^nence Prevail i 

Nor Tiety itfelf evade 
A Sentence nothing can re^e^l. 

HerebafteJiFotarytofave, ■ 
Thechafieji Gqddefi firives in fifain. 

Hid in the 'pungeop of the Qr^ve, 
And bound with meternalCbain, 

Nor lefs in n^asn thegloonfy Sh4des 
'Did'IhtU^i grfofiy k9ld, eKffare^ 

Andfup^licfite th§ fytal Maids. 
Hts dear ?jrifhoB$ to rcflm^ 



E POD II. 

B^ff^l' '** ^^* *** f^'^ff^ "favrldfy Cares, 
And Cap at Ufst no change of Forttme fears ; 
But, likethtatttiemuiietrrt^edRafey 
Content with rur^ljojis, wH bome-fth Pm«t 
Some fniitfulfatrimovial 4cm flombt. 

Which lar^fif kkfi bis Lahms mahii Vvws, 

No 
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No Trumpet's ^warlike Din difturbs hiijleep. 
Nor boifterous Storms ^ when harrowing uf the Deep. 
He goes not into Ourts; or if he goes ^ 
He fees' no Lawyer y for he has no Fbes \ 
And free from all Dependence on the Great j 
Difdains to crif^ge^ or hang about their Gate. 
Sweet are his Labours : he or prunes his Vines y 
And round tall Ehns their tender 'branches twines ; 
Or lops thefruitlefs vagrant Boughs away. 
Engrafting new Ones y as the old decay ; 
Or from the Hills his bleating Flocks furveys, 
Asfauntring thro^fequefterd Vales they graze: 
Amhrojial Sweets he plunders frofH the Beesy 
And from thefickty Lambs the wealthy FleM» ^ 
T[hen when rich Autumti rears above the Ground 
His comely Head with golden Apples crowned. 
How joyful Jhakes he down the mellow Pears y 
The fweet Reward and ProduEl of his Cares ; 

• Androfy Grapes^ whofe living Colours vie 
mth CsefarV Manttey and the TytitnDye! 
Nor want their lifral Offerings from each Tree 
For theey PriapHs, and Sylvanus, thee. 
JVekriedy hejhelters in thefitent Shade, • 
IVhich antient Oaks have venerable made; 

Or on the matted Grafs — — ^0^, gently tread! 
Earth*s flow'ry Lap^ he lies fujnnety fpread. 
There whilft fome tingling Stream roils Jlow alofigy 

• And Linnets chime their fqft complaining Songy 
And beating Timey the bubbling Fbuntain flows. 
His Soul dijfolvesy and Jinks infoft Repofe. 

NOR are his Pkafutes banifi% when the teat 
Retreatingy bids the Wintct SiOrms appear ;* 
JVhen clotVd in white the haggard HHls arefeen. 
Naked the TreeSy anddefolate the Green. 
Fbr then attended with a allowing Train 
Of wett-brmh'd Hounds^ he f covins the ftWtttPlain^ 

Drives 
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Drives mighty Boars into the fatal Snare^ 

And makes a Captive of the winding Hare ; 

Lajsfraudful Baits the greedy Thrujb to gain. 

And boafts among his Spoils thefialking Crane. 

Bleftwipbfucb Pleafures, who would /loop to wear 

The Chains of Love, or languijh for the Fair ! 

Bta if he have a lovit^ faithful Spoufe, 

T'ojhare the Toil of Children andthe ffoufe. 

Great are his Joys, his Happinefs compleat. 

If Happinefs for Mortals be in Fate. 

Such was the Sabine, fuch the Apulian Dame, 

Of Sun-burnt Beauty, but untar,n^*d Fame: 

Nor yet unlovely in thofe Charms that proved 

How much they Virtue, and their Husbands lovd. 

She, when fatigued her Goodman home retires, . 

Meets him with wholefom Fare, and routing Fires ; , 

Shuts up the well-fed Cattle in their St oil. 

And brimming fetches in the Milking Pail ', 

Brings fparkling Claret in an ample Cup, 

And fo a home^fpun Supper drejfes up. 

Let the Luxurious % lolling at their Eafe, 

Call Plaife and Turbitfrom the difiant Seas^ 

And Jlobber Oyflers in falacious Brine ; 

T%efefimple Cates, ^ndonly thefe, be mine* 

Nor Partridge J nor^ the cofily Bird that flies, 

Marhid for DefiruBion, in Numidiian \SibVj, 

In my Account, fofweet a Banquet yield 

As the mean ProduEb of a Sabine Fteld ; 

Olives, and Sorrel, cheap, but whofefom Food * 

And Sage, that gently purifies the Blood i 

A Fatling kilVd upon a Feftal Day, 

Or Kidjufi refcudfrom the Breafis of Prey. 

Amidfi thefe Feafts how pleas' djbould I behold 

My wanton Flocks come leaping to their Fold: 

My weary' d Oxen marchingfrom the Plough, 

And' ireathing as beneath the Toke they bow ! ; 

How pleas' d at Night obferve the rufiick Crew 

Around my Hearth their clumjy Mirth purfue ! 

Where 
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Where all Things then to give me Joy confpire ; 
Loud laugh the Clowns^ and gayly burns the Ftre. . 

Thus Alpheus paid, andfeizd with fomefirange 
Calls in his Cajh^ and thinks to buy a Farm. (Charm^ 
But ere the fleeting Moon was in her IVane^ 
The Wretch hadfut it $ut to Ufe again. 



N^ 8p. . Saturday, December 10, 1725. 
To the Author of the T>ublln Journal. 

FleElerefinequeofuperoSy Acheronta movebo. Vi R- 

SIR. 

H I N G S uuufiial always create 
(bme degree of Surprize, left or 
more, in proportion to the fizc 
of Mens Underftandiog, and their 
Knowledge of Mankind. Cuftom 
very often gets the better of our Judgment, 
and by familiarizing us to Objeds, impofes on 
us a great many Umges as highly rational, and 
even neceflary , which in hGt are far otherwife ; 
9nd On the contrary, prejudices us againft un- 
common Appearances as abiiird and unnatu- 
.ral, however decent and comely they mity 
be found upon a fair Examination. 
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A Frequent Repetidon of the fanWf 
t'radice gir^s us a great facility ib the! {mr^ 
fiiit of it, aad renders every condrary Adiod 
not only abhorrent^ but fometimes impbllible 
in the Performance. Hence proceeds that al^ 
moft inviolable Attachment we may oyerro 
inthePeople of every Nation to their own 
Mciiliu Manoifs mA Ciiftoai», odd %\mt 
Atitimthy find Cofie^ifipe mt thd& 6f %^^ 

Neig^ib0urs. From their early Infancy they^ 
havo been enured to the totxmt ; they hav0 
afibeiat^ to them Ideas of Dignity, Beau- 
ty, and Convenience, and fometimes of SanCr 
tity arid Religion. But perci^ivitig no fdch. 
Refemblances in the latter, and confidering 
them only in their difference from What ii 
pradlifed among themfelves, they ilartk ac 
the firft view, and can hardly conceive a 
thought about tftenij which is not iiill of the 
Defortned, the Mdnllrous, ibA the Unna« 

Sometimes this tJifpofitiOrt , Humdur, 
tt whatever we pteift to call it, exerts itlelf 
hi a laudable m^nnet, dnd hdps to cdnfiirM 
Men in the putfaits Of HonoUt and Virtue ; 
to iofpire thetti With the Lotti 6FLiberlyj 
add to tn^e them AdltiireYS Of Legal Itlftitti^ 
tions and Adolinifbatfori^, id oppb^tkm ^ 
Otilimited Power, and flutatiating Wi91 ted 
Plcafufe. At other times it appears vttf dif* 
ferently, and is po fmall fuppott tCk the Olufit 
of Barbarity and Slavery. It can reconcile 
Men to Vice and to Miiery j make them 

imagine 
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imagine a Happinefs in Want and Wooden 
Shoes ; and give them an Averfion to every 
thing manly, generous, and liberals 

In things indifl^rent, which have no influ- 
ence either on the Good or Hurt of Society, ic 
is certainly MensWildom, and may befome- 
times their Virtue, to comply with it ; to 

E event the Odium of Singularity on the one 
nd^ and the Confufions which may be pc^ 
caiioned by an endeavour to aboliih antienc 
Ufages on the other. And the Ufe which 
wife Men ought to make of vulgar Prejudices 
of this Ibrt, is to make them fiiblervient to 
uieful and valuable Pumofes. This is wJiat, I 
believe, may be done by a great many things 
which will not bear the Teft of ftric^ Reafoa 
and good Senfe. Nature has in many cafes 
given us no fixed Standard, whereby to ad« 
juft our external Demeanour, but left us to 
be guided in thofe things according to the 
Genius and Circumftances of the relpedivc 
Communities into which Men happen to be 
incorporated. 

But with reiped to foch Cuftoms as either 
may, or adually have an ill tendency, by 
debauching Mens Minds, confounding the 
Underflanding, or corrupting the Affk£tions ; 
it is the duty of every one, as far as his In- 
fluence extends, to ftem the Torrent, and 
Oppofe the prevailing Humour by all fair and 
jiutifiable Methods. And in this cafe, it may 
be both reafonable and uieful, to attack the 
Powerof Cuftom itfclf, and (hew the abfur- 

Vol. II. X dicy 
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dity of giving into any Ufeges on that Icorc 
alone, by inuancing, in other Nations, how 
it has given a Sandion to things which we 
look upon with Horror and Indignation. 

When Men are got this length, to com- 
pare the Manners and Cuftoms of other Peo- 
ple with their own, there will arife this Ad- 
vantage from it, that they will be lefe pre- 
pofTels'd in favour of themfelves than for- 
merly, and abate of that Haughtineis, and 
inhoipitable Contempt of Strangers for which 
fome Nations are fo remarkable. They will 
learn to have a Reverence for Mankind ; to 
forbear making their own favourite Notions 
and Opinions a llandard for all others ; and 
to lay down fuch Maxims and Rules for 
their own Conduca, as may prevent the juft 
Cenfiire, or Ridicule of any part of the Hu- 
man Species, from turning on themfelves. 

The Inhabitants of Europe^ who boaft 
themfelves the politeft and Inoft civilized pvt 
of Mankind, are, upon all occafions, ex- 
ceedingly facetious on the Manners and 
Cuftoms of the poor Barbarians^ who pof- 
fefs the other three great Continents. Yet 
thefe latter feem, for the moft part, to follow 
Nature much more clofely than we do. The 
many Volumes of Voyages and Adventures^ of 
Itineraries and Tilgr images ^ which have been 
publifhed among us, to difplay their Rudc- 
nefe and Barbarity, give us indeed a fair Oc- 
cafion to pity them for their want of many 
Advantages which we enjoy, by the means 

of 
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of Letters and Commerce ; but afford us 
very little ground of triumphing over them^ 
either as to the natural Superiority of bur 
Underftanding, or the Purity of our Virtue. 
Their Piety, however miftaken they are, 
as to the Objecil or Expreflion of it, is gene- 
rally fervent and unaffeifled ; and their Com- 
merce with Mankind fair and honeft, with- 
out any Art or Difguife, except what they 
have acquired from lome Refinements the po- 
lite Europeans have imparted to them. 

As for other Matters, I do not find that 
wc greatly excel them, unlels in this one 
Point, that we have a great many Inven* 
tions for fupplying Wants of our own mak- 
ing, concerning which thefe Savages have 
not the Jeaft notion. Their Habits indeed, 
their Forms of Salutation, their Methods of 
Gallantry and Courtftiip, and their Paftimes 
and Recreations, appear extremely uncouth 
and ridiculous to us. But they are more than 
even with us ; for ours appear much more 
fo to them. The Queftion then is. Whether 
we or they have reafbn to laugh ? Indeed 
neither, for while fuch Cuftoms are fo re- 
gulated, as to do no body hurt, and to an^ 
Iwer the ftveral innocent Ends of thofc who 
tile them, there is nothing in any of them 
either unreafonable or ridiculous ; and to de- 
Ipiie and contemn Men on account of them, 
is the effcd only of Prejudice and Igno- 
rance. 

X2 The 
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The Cafe alters much, where any Cuftom 
either aofwers no End at all in Life, or an ill 
one. There the Ridicule is both juft and ofe* 
ful. But then it ought not to be confined to 
one Side only. If we laugh at our: Neigh- 
bours, we mud allow them to laugh at us ; 
and examine whether they may not have as 
much Reafbn on their fide, as we on oidrs. 
The Sentiments of other Nations concerning 
us may be ierviceable, in letting us on com- 
paring our Manners with Namre and Realbn, 
and difcovering our own Errors and Blindfides. 
Our Partiality to ourfelves will nor fonKCimes 
iuffer us to fearch into this Matter, till others 
have given us the hint, by making the Ob* 
iervation before uS. Mod Men are flow at 
Coding cmc their own Faults, which they 
would keep concealed, if poffible, even firom 
themlehre& It gives us pain to behold our 
own Deformities ; and the fear left wq ihould 
find any fiich in our Portraiture, in ^^ite of 
our Vanity, often damps the Defirc of hav- 
ing it drawn. It were therefore to be wiihed, 
that as our Language abounds with a multi- 
tude of Books containing Accounts of the 
Manners and Cuftoms of moft Countries in 
the Worlds befides fevcral others which are 
not to be found in it ; (b thoie fore^n Na« 
tions to whom W€ have done this Honour, 
would return us the Compliment, and after 
having fojourned among us, afford us an Op* 
portunity of knowing their Opinion of fomc 
of our favourite Cuftoms and Amufements, 

which 
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which arc cfttemed of the moft polite and 
agreeable kind ; that by comparing them 
with the natural Notions of People of left 
Knowledge and Experience, we might form a 
Judgment of the Rcafonable, or the Ridicu- 
lous, in the feveral parts of our Condud^. 

So MB European Authors have done the 
Britijh Iflands this Honour already. But the 
Genius of moft of the neighbouring Nations 
is {o near akin to our own, and our Cuftoms 
fo nearly refemblc each other, that we can 
receive little Inftrudion from them, except in 
matters of leder confequence. I fhould ^e 
more curious to read the Remarks made up- 
on us by fome of thofe People whom we 
term barbarous* A Friend of mine informs 
me, he has fome Memoirs of this fort, writ- 
ten by a Siamefij who reftded fome time in 
England. If I could prevail on him to pub- 
li(h the whole, I am perfuaded, it would be 
d ufeftil and entertaining Prefentto the World. 
In the mean time, he has given me leave to 
communicate the following PafTage to the 
Publick, which feems to have a very fatirical 
meaning in it, tho foch as I leave the Reader 
faimfelf to unriddle. 

• The Inhabitants of thefe two little 

♦ Iflands (meaning Great Britain and Ire- 

♦ land) pretend to adore only one fiipreme 

• God, and to be intirely freed from all 

* kinds of Superftition. But I cannot be- 

* lievc the Profeflions of thefe Infidels, For 

* befides the living Deities, to whom they 
^ daily offer their Vows, they have a multi- ' 

X3 ♦tuda 
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* rude of others, whom they are every mo- 

* ment invoking; "Demons with ftrange abo- 
^ mioable Names^ that were never heard of 

* on this fide the Great Water, 

^ T H E Y are ever and anon addrefling 

* themfelves to one or other of thefe Gods,, 

* and upon the very fmalleft Occafions ; which 

* is a Proof of their Superftition. There arc 

* fo many of them, that it is almoft impoffi- 
' ble to reckon them up. However, there 

* Icem to be feveral Orders of them- Some 

* of the lower Ranks of them, fuch as Lard^ 

* Egad^ Ifackins^ and Odsbodikins^ ,are cal- 
^ led upon very familiarly, and without much 

* Ceremony, or any extwordinary appearance 

* of Devotion. Thefe feem to be looked up- 
^ on as a good-natured kind of Beings, in regard 

* the Women of the Country, and other ef- 
^ feminate Perfon^, very like Women, are 
^ their mod frequent Worlhippers, Their Chil- 

* dren arc very early taught to adore them ; 

* and you will hear them ftammering their 

* Prayers to them, as foon as they are able 
5 to fpeak. 

* B^UT there are other Beings, whom they 
^ regard more awfully, and pay Homage to 

* with much greater Solemnity. Of this 

* number is Dammee^ a powerftd Tkmon^ 
' had in great veneration by all who go to 
•the Wars; as is alio Blood and Wounds^ 
^ who is yet reckoned more powerful, and 

* addrefled to with the moft profound Adora- 
^ XXQVk^ \ have bipep of^en at a lofs to under- 

^(land 
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^ ftaod what is their Opinion concerning thi$ 

* Divinity, in regard I have frequently heard 

* them Ijplit his Name in their Service, and 

* call him fometimes only Bloody and fome- 

* times IVounds ; fo that I have often imagin- 

* ed they worfhipped fometimerihe one half 

* of him, and fometimes the other, to ex- 

* prefe the greater Devotion, But at laft I 

* concluded that thefe were two diftind: Divi- 

* nities, a Male and a Female^ who being 

* married together, they fometimes invpke 
' them ieparately, and fometimes in coDJunCip 
^ tion. 

* I have feen a Mandarin chaftifing his Slave 
^ almoft to Death, and craving afliftance ail 
•the while from Blood and IVounds, with 

* much fervency and trepidation* The Dri- 
^ vers of certain Leathern Machines, wherein 

* the Rich and Lazy are drawn by Horfes, 

* are likewife moft religious Adorers of this 

* Divinity. I alfo obferved, that the Com- 

* mandcr of the Vcflel, in which 1 was tranlpor- 

* ted over the great Water, never applied him- 
-^ fclf to any other Power ; but was very con- 

* ftant in nis Invocations to this, elpecially 

* during the Scafon of high Winds* 

'Besides thele invifible Deities, there 

* arc feveral inanimate Idols, to which they 
^ (acrifice ; as I have lately had occafion 
^ to obferve in one of their religious Aflem- 
^ blies, at which I was prefent out of cu- 
Jriofity. 

X 4 There 
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' There was in the Place a large roand 
^ Altar, covered with Green, and adorned 

• with many h'ghted Tapers ; around which a 

• great Number were feated in the fame man- 

• ner as we are at our domeftick Sacrifices. 

^Jusxas I entered, one of thcfe, who in 

• all appearance was the Prieft, threw upon 

• the Akar the loofe Leaves of a imallBook, 

• which he held in his hand. Upon tbcfc 
^ Leaves were reprefented feveral Figures very 

• ill painted ; but which were probably the 

• Images of the Deities they were at that time 

• worlhipping : For in the order as they were 

• diftributed, every one of .the AflemWy laid 

• down before his image an Oblation^ ac- 
•cording to the Greatnefs of his Devotion : 

• And, which I particularly remarked, thefe 
. • Offerings were confiderably greater than 

• thofe they ufually make in their publick 

• Temples. 

* This Solemnity over, the Prieft laid bis 

• Hand trembling on the Remainder of the 
? Book, and ieemed for fbme time immova* 

• ble, being wrapt up in the Coiitemplatioa 

• of liis God. The reft, like wile in fufpenfe, 
^ waited attentively on his Motion. At laft, 

• upon every Leaf he turned, the different 

• Worlhippcrs appeared differently agitated by 

• the refpedive T^emons by whom they wore 
' pojfejfed. One feems to lift up his Hands to 

• JHeaven with Praife and Thankfulncfs. Ano- 

• ther looks at his Image, and after ^afliing 

• his Teeth, curfes '\\. A third bites hi^ 

^ Finger?^ 
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^ Fingers, ftamps, and writhing his Face 

< and Body a thoufand different ways, cafls 

< every thing human cot of his Countenance, 
^ and ieems no longer a Man. At length 
^ the Prieft hin^lf, upon turnii^ a Leaf, is 
^ feized with Fury, and full of the Demon^ 
^ tears the Book, and (batters it ; overturns 
^ the Altar, and blafphemes at the Sacrifice. 
^ Nothing is heard but Groans and Complaints, 
^ Cries and Exclamations, intermixed with 
^ broken Sighs, and half-formed muttering 
^ Requefts made to their Gods ^ammee^ and 

* Blood and Wounds. 

* At fight of thefe things, my Heart failed 
' within me \ and I could not but conclude 
^ the Supr^eme GOT)^ whom they pretend 
^ to adore, to be a jealous Beiog, who to pu* 

< nifli them for (acrificing to others, fends 

* among them thefe evil Spirits^ to vex and 

* torment them, in this terrible manner. 

/ am^ SIR^ Tours, &c. 
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N^ 90. Saturday y December 17, 1725. 

To the A u T H o R of the Dublin Journal. 
Nee mens hie fermo efi. H o R. 

SIR. 

SAVING Ihewu in my laft how 
uleful it may be to any People to 
i know the Sentiments of their 
I Neighbours concerning their Man- 
ners and Cuftoms ; I fhall not i\eed 
to apologize for making up this Day's En- 
tertainment with the following Refledions 
of an ingenious Foreigner on the Temper and 
Charader of the People of England. I will 
, not take upon me to juftify all his Reflcc-. 
tions, or anfwer for the truth of every Ob- 
fefvation. Yet I am convinced, that what 
he fays highly delerves our Confideration, 
on a much better account than barely to 
gratify our Curio fity, in knowing what other 
People think or fay concerning us, 

< It feems to me the general Charadler of 

* the Englijh, that they have cither great 

* Virtues, or great Vices, and very often a 

* mixture of both. For notwithftanding they 
^ have abundance of good Sen/e. there is fomc- 

HhiPg 
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thing of Caprice that always goes along 
with it. They have generally great Souls ; 
and their Inequalities let them as often above 
other Nations, as they make them fall ihorC 
of them. The moft part of them have I- 
magination ; but the Fire of it relembles 
that of their Coals, in having greater Warmth 
than Brightnefs. They Jpeak but little, and 
almoft every thing they lay is Sentiment. 
They make Reflexions upon things, and 
underfland the real Worth of them the bet- 
ter, that they condder them with their own 
Eyes, and have the Courage to judge for 
themfelves. Content with their Condition, 
if it be but tolerable, they feldom make any 
great ftruggles to render it better. Very 
few Englijhmen go abroad to feek their 
Fortunes ; but for the Honour of thole few 
who do io, we may fay, that there is hard- 
ly one of them who does not (ucceed. 
They enjoy what they have, and live a- 
greeableto their Inclinations, in which there 
\% nothing blameable, but that thofe Incli- 
nations are fbmetimes not over elegant. In 
other things they are reafonable enough in 
their Expence, endeavouring lefs to appear 
happy, than to be (b in reality. And by 
this means, in moft things we may obferve, 
that they make their Happinefs depend on 
themfelves. They give themfelves very 
little trouble for what others think concern- 
ing them ; and take as little notice of what 
they do. They zSl boldly againft any 

* Cuftoms, 
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Cuftoms, however wdl eftabliflied, when* 
ever they happen to difagree either with 
their Opinions or Inclinations. They ge- 
nerally regard Addrefs and Behaviour very 
little ; but they cultivate their Realbn» and 
dare to make u(e of it in the Bodneis of Liife, 
as well as in other things. .It is not unufual 
among them to retire from Employments, 
and prefer a private obfcore Life to Honour 
and Grandeur. As they enjoy Life better 
than is done diewhere, (b wc may fay, that 
they are more eafUy iatisfied with it, and 
quit it with le(s reludlance. This is the trae 
Pi(fhire oi 2x1 Englifiman^ an Englijbman 
of Merit, and not engaged in any violent 
Purfuits ; a Charader made up of a happy 
Compofition of Indolence zxxdgood Senje, 
^ There are however certain Occafions 
wherein it appears that Indolence is his go- 
verning Paffion. He hates Difficulties and 
Trouble, and is unhappy when he finds 
himfelf engaged in them. Lcmg Purfuits 
difhearten him, and he is prelently put 1^ 
on cutting any tbiog which he finds difficult 
to untie* In whatever does not belong to 
him he is credulous ; and rather than be at 
the Rouble of inquiring into the truth, gives 
eaiy credit to whatever is told him. And 
hence it is, I apprehend, that there are {<% 
many Stories told in this Country of Spirits 
aud Apparitions^ \ iball perhaps hereafter 
have occafion to give you fevcral other 
Proofs of their Indoknce, as well 9s of their 

^good 
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^ good Senfe. Whenever they forfake this 

< Taft, they fbriake it altogether, aod become 

* the moft vmreaibnable of Med ; violent in 
f their Defires, impatient under Misfortanes^ 
^ incapable of remedying them, and fo tran- 
^ feorted in their Anger, as to flrike them-* 

< i^Uts in the Face with their Fifts, which 
^ they aHb frequently do upon very fmall oc« 

* cafions of Grief : for upon the greater ones 

* they come fbmetimes to more violent Re- 

* iblutions. In one word, the Englijh ap- 
' pear to me always in extremes, add run the 

* greateft lengths of Fice, or reach the higheft 
^ pitch of /^/>/ir^. 

^ A s to Religion, one may venture to (ay; 

* that every Englijhman is refolved to have 
^ one without Faults, at leaft what he ima- 
^ gines to be fo, or to have none at all ; and 
^ that this Country, contrary to all others, is 
^ without Hypocrites. But however that be, 
^ the number of determined Libertines is much 

* greater here than eUewhere ; which however 
^ ought not to refled any diflionour on the 
^ Nation, fince thofe only are Libertines here 
^ who would be Hypocrites ellewhere : and it 

* is eafy to determine, which of thole forts of 
^ People are the word. There are alfo in this 
^ Country abundance oi Fanatic ks^ or People 
^ fo called ; which is another ftropg Proof, 

* that the Englijh are very ready to fall into 
^ Parties, and are zealous in their attachment 
^ to them. Among thefe there are feveral, 
*who have formed the moft extravagant 

* Schemes 
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^ Schemes of Religion* On the other hand, 

< I believe, there are in England abundance 
^ of People of folid and rational Piety ; as 

< appears by the number of good Books of 
^ Devotion among them, which are without 

< doubt the Productions of rel^ious and vir- 

< tuous Men. The fimple and wholefbm 

* Morality they contain, Ihews them to have 
^ been written by Men of Learning ; beiides 

* that there are fome of thefc Books which 

* are univerfally applauded, whofe Author 

< has neverthelels thought fit to keep himfelf 

* unknown ; a Proof of his being railed far 
^ above thofe Views which the Learned pro- 

* pofe to themielves by their Works. 

^ T H B Englijh bear Greatnefe tolerably 

* well, and appear very little pu£P*d up with 

* it. I believe you will fcarce ever hear it 

* laid among them,. A MaH of my ^ality, 

* A Terfin of my RanL They alfo carry 
^ themielves very modeftly in their Profpe- 
^ rity, which they make little oftentation of 

< in their Expences. No Englijhman ever 

< tired me with (peaking about his Coach or 

< his Equipage. They keep indeed always a 

< good Table ; and that is one of the firft 

< things they eftabliih. After the Table comes 

< the Miftrepy whom they entertain at an 
^ extraordinary Expence» And tho all this 
^ were not a fufficient Argument^ that Ava- 

* rice is not the Vice of the Englijh, but that 

* they go more readily into the other Ex- 
\ treme, yet we may fee it very evidently 
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Mn the prodigious Number of Phyficians, 

* Lawyers, and Aftrologcrs, who arc in great 

< Reputation among tnem, and turn their 

* Affairs to very good account. Add to this 

* the Folly of their Fafliions, and the Sump- 
^ tuojafnefs of their Monuments, and Funeral 
^ Soleomities, by which means great Sums of 

* Money are confumed. Among other things, 

* I have obferved at their Funerals, a Set of 

* Mourners, or People called by that name, 
^ who leem to fill their place much better than 
^ thofe whom the Antients employed for that 

* purpofe* For as the Englijh have ibme* 

* times very little xeal Sorrow under their 

* Mourning, which yet the Ceremony dc* 
^ mands, it leems but reafbnable that they 
^ ibouid be indulged a counterfeit Sorrow. I 
^ only mean, that they are a little infenfiblc, 
^ unlefs when tranfported by fbme extraordi- 
^ nary Paffion : in which cafe they are often 
^ found to run into the other Extreme. 

' It is ufually faid to be a part of their 
^ Character, that they are exceedii^ change- 
^ able ; and the Reafon pretended for this is 

< the Variablenefs of the Air and Climate in 

* which they live. For my part, I am per- 
^ fuaded, the only Reafon why they appear 
^ more changeable than others, . is becaufe 

* they will not bear the leaft conftraint, and 
^ are always proud to feem what they really 
^ are ; an Effedl of their Indolence and Cou- 
^ rage. As for what may be alledged with 
f re^ed to the ch^ngeablenefe of their Con- 

' duca 
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< dud towards their Princes, it may perhaps 
^ be well enough accounted for by their ba* 

< viv% had Princes, who not liking the Li* 

< mits iet to their Power, endeavoured to 
^ alter the Conftitotion, and io obliged their 
^ Sobjeds to alter their Behaviour to them : 
^ A Proceeding, which very often ought to 

< be a(cribed to their good Senie. 

^Thekb, is one ftroi^ proof, thtt the 

< Englijh are not fb eafily chained, as is com- 
^monly imagined; which is, that Advice 
^ never has any influence upon them, after 
^ they have once uken their Relblution, which 
^ they do very ftiddenly, and no Ids fudden- 
^ ly put it in execution. This is evident tn the 
^ numbers of People who deftroy then^lves, 
^ and the many unequal Marriages ma^de a- 

< mong them. This orisknefs of Relblution 

< is fb much the Characfter of this People^ that 
^ it is no rare thing among them for young 

* Women to make a Vow to marry the firft 
« Man they meet with in the Streets, which 

< they afterwards a<^ally perform. In all 
^ this however, there appears a mixture of 

* that Fiercenefs^ which is indeed at the 

< bottom of their antient Charader. For the 

* refl, they fcem to retain Ibmething of eve- 
^ ry one of the dif!erent Nations by whom 
^ they have been conquered. They drink^ 
^ like the Saxons ; they love Huntings like 
^ the Danes ; the Normans have left among 

* them their Chicanery and Knights of the 
^ Poft } they derive from the Romans theijr 

2 * Fondnefs 
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* Fondnefs for cruel Spedacles, and their Con* 

* tempt of Death ; uiilefs thefe two lad are 

* rixhtt ttf be afcribed to their natural Temper* 
^ They abound alfo in Characters which feem 

* very inconfiftent ; they are charitable, and 

* they are cruel ; tho they are lazy in their 

* A(9tions, yet it is their ulual Cuftom to walk 

* faft : They are apt to defpife Strangers too 
*much, and yet as ready at other times 
^ blindly to admire them. One would be 

* ready to imagine them all either Libertines, 
\ or Devotees ; and yet they will fall toge- 

* ther by the ears, on account of the moft 

* trifling Ceremony in Worlhip, ftich as nei* 
^tfiier religious Men, nor Libertines, com- 

* monly think worthy their confideration. 

* Befides thefe, there are (everal other Con- 

* trarieties to be found among them, yet fiich 

* as ought not to give us any naanner of for* 

* prize ; in regard they are no more than 
^ Infirmities frequently incident to Human 
' Nature.' 

lam, SIR, 

Tour very, humble Servant, 

HiBERNICUS, 
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N^ p I . Saturday, December 24, 1725. 

To the A u T H o R of the "Dublin JournaL 

Anitnum excellentein, moderattim, cmma tanquam 
minora trafjfeuntem, quidquid timemus opamufque 
ridenteniy cxlejiis fotentia agitat. Non ^oUft res 
^aizta fine adminiculo ntiminis ftare. Sen. 

SIR. 

[INITE Beings, be their Facul- 
ties ever fo great, yet find this 
natural Imperfe^ion in them, that 
they cannot exert them all at once» 
but muft exercife them gradually, 
according as Objeds prcfent to them, which 
is always in Train and Succeflion. The In- 
tellectual Scene is perpetually fhifting, in an 
cndlefs Variety of fhort and fugitive Repre- 
fentations. The Power oi Thinking is not 
exerted in one continued A(9:, but requires 
the frequent Impulfe of Obje(3:s to keep it in 
exercife Nor is this Exercife an intire uni- 
form thing, but a Series of very many, and 
very different Ac3:ions, in the courle of which 
there is a conftant Fluctuation from one 
Thought to another ; by which means our 
Ideas are fo confufed and defedlive, that wc 
are obhged to have rccourfe to Ab(Ua(2ions» 
2 and 
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and certain imaginary Species, which exift 
only in our Minds, to affift us in all our Rea- 
fbnings and Inquiries. We find indeed, at 
prefent, a great convenience in thefe artificial 
Forms of thinking ; but that we ftand in need 
of them atall, is a plaid Argument of the 
Imperfedion of our Knowledge, and the 
Weaknefe of our Faculties. 

This Obfervation extends to every thing 
elle in the human Mind, as well as the Un- 
derftanding ; and is indeed the natural Con- 
fequencc of the Imperfedion to which that 
Faculty is fubjed:. Our Happineis is regula* 
ted by the fame Laws ; and all our Enjoy- 
ments come to us fingle, and in fucceflion. 
It is equally impodible for us to feel a variety 
of Plealures at once, as it is for the Under- 
ftanding to perceive a multitude of Objeds 
at the lame inftant. Nay, in many cafes the 
Underftanding feems to have the advantage 
of the Afiedions in this point ; in r^ard the 
Objeds of Joy, Love or Admiration, do not 
lie fo thick together as thofe of Knowledge 
and Refledion. The Objeds of thinking rife 
upon us every moment ; but it is only at 
fome times that we meet with Objeds ca- 
pable of producing in us joyful, pleafant, ot 
delightfiil Senfations. 

I N order therefore to remedy thefe Defeds, 
our merciful Creator has endowed the Mind 
of Man with certain Powers, which can re- , 
Vive the Ideas of paft Pleafures, and give us 
a foretafte of future Enjoyments ; by which 
Y 2 means 
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means we are enabled to croud our Comforts 
together, and relieve ourfelves from the pret 
lure of a great many Misfortunes, which 
might otherwifc bear too heavy upon us. 
The Memory of pad Enjoyments is often- 
times no fmall relief to a melancholy Heart ; 
and I believe, there are few who have not 
experienced that Hdfe is the moft efficacious 
of all other Remedies againft the Calamities 
and DiflrefTes we meet with in Life. 

Our actual Enjoyments are fo few and 
fleeting, that were we deprived of this Power 
of anticipating our Felicity, and pofleiHog 
ourfelves of imaginary Goods, it is highly 
probable we fhould find Life an infuppo/table 
Burden ; fince with all thefe Advantages, it 
is fb already to multitudes of Men, who, in 
the eye of the World, appear pofTefTed of 
every thing which can render it eafy and 
comfortable. 

From this Account of Human Nature^ 
in its prefent Situation, we may oblerve, 
how necefTary it is to ourHappinefs, to look 
forward into Futurity^ in order to make us 
fetisfied for any length of Time. No one 
Enjoyment in Life, nor any finglc Ad:ion, 
however great and virtuous, can yield a per- 
petual Entertainment to Minds, whofe Satif^ 
fadlions are all iiicceflive, and confequently 
intermitting. There mufl be a Continuation 
of the fame Enjoyments, and a Repetition 
of the fame pleafing Actions, to render our 
Felicity full and complete. Aiid where thefe 

arc 



Digitized by 



Google 



H I B E R N I c u s'5 Letters. 325 

arc wanting, as they often are with moft 
Men, and indeed with all Men one time or 
other, there is nothing which can make us 
eafy, but the lio^es of, repeating fuch En- 
joyments^ and engaging hereafter in the fame 
Purfuits with fuccefs. Our virtuous Inclina- 
tionSjf like all others with which we are en- 
dowed, are liable to Difappointments, and 
confequently alike capable of giving us Pain^ 
upon our finding them defeated. 

What is there then, that ihall fupport 
Men under the Calamities of Life, and make 
them perfift in a Courfe of negleded, or un- 
fticcefsful Virtue ? No one virtuous A(9:ion, 
we fee, is its own (iifficient Reward, becaufe 
our Minds require to have the Entertainment 
continually renewed. Many of our Virtues, 
Botwithftanding the pleafiire of Self-approba- 
tion which they afford us, yet frequently oc- 
cafion great pain and uneafinefs. And as 
things commonly go in the World, we have 
but little rational expedlation, that our future 
£nterprizes, let them be ever fo good and 
virtuous, Ihall be always iiiccefsful. So that, 
in effeift, tho Virtue be indeed the direcSfc 
and natural Road to Happinefs, yet it fre- 
quently fails adually being fo, and, for that 
reafon, (lands in need of K)me fuperior Ppw- 
cr to aid and (Irengthen us in the conftant 
Pradice of it. 

Many of the Heathen Philolbphers were 

fo fenHble of this, that they found themfelves 

obliged to naake their virtuous Men have 

Y 3 recourfe 
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rccourfe to the Supreme Being, for affiflance 
in afl Cafes of Difficulty or Misfortune. They 
(aw Virtue expofed to fo many Difafters and 
Calamities, that they judged nothing lefs than 
ap Almighty Succour neceffary for its relie£ 
They knew well enough, that Virtue was in 
}ts own nature amiable, and adapted to pro- 
mote the Good of the Human Sfectes ; or, 
in other words, that the Good of Mankind 
confided in a Courfeof virtuous Adion and 
Enjoyment : yet from a Confideration of the 
numerous Accidents and Misfortunes to which 
good Men are liable in this Life, they found 
it neceflary to relblve our ultimate Felicity 
into a Dependence upon GOD, who being 
the Author and Fountain of all Good, is alone 
capable of iupporting us in every thing that 
is io ; of feeding our Minds with folid and 
well-grojinded Hopes ; and of fatisfying e- 
very Defire \yhich can poffibly enter into 
the Heart of Man. 

This was certainly a very noble and ufe- 
ful Principle^ tending both to the Happineft 
and the Perfedion of Mankind. For lure 
nothing can be more conducive to refine and 
exalt our Nature, than to ,fet always before 
us the moft perfe<3: Model of all Goodneis 
and Beauty. One of the greateft Men of 
Antiquity is laid to have regulated all his 
Adlions on the fuppofition of having Qato 
always prefent with him, as a Spy, and a 
Monitor ; and boaCled, that by that means 
he had preierved his Virtue ^gainft many 
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Temptations. How much ijiore then mud 
he be proof againft any ill Suggeftions, who 
lives in the confcious Senfe of having him for 
an Inlpedor of all his Thoughts and AcJtions, 
who is the Author of all the Wildom and 
Goodnefs in the Univerfc ? And how nobly 
muft that Mind be employed, which is fixed 
in the Contemplation of infinite Perfection, 
and endeavours to approve itfelf to its 
Creator ? 

The admirable Author of the Theory of 

the Earth has a Refledion on this Subjedl, 

which it is almoft impoffible to read without 

' pleafure. * For my part, /ays he, I cannot 

^ be perfuaded, that any Man of atheiilical 

* Inclinations can have a great and generous 
^ Soul. For there is nothing great in the 
< World, if you take God out of it. There- 
^ fore fuch a Perfon can have no great 
^ Thought, can have no great Aims, or Ex- 
^ pedations, or Defigns : for all muft lie 
^ within the compafs of this Life, and of 
^ this dull Body. Neither can he have aqy 

* great Inftindis or noble Paflions : For if he 

* had, they would naturally excite in him 

* greater Ideas, rnfpire him with higher No- 
^ tions, and open the Scenes of the Intellec- 

* tual World. Laftly, he cannot have any 

* great Senfe of Order, Wifdom, Goodnefe, 

* Providence, or any of the Divine Perfec- 
^ tions. And thefe are the greateft things 
^ that can enter into the Thoughts of Man, 
< and th^t do moft enlar^ and ennoble his 

Y 4 ^ Mio4 



Digitized by 



Google 



3i8 HiBERNicus's Letters. 

^ Mind And therefore I fay ^aio, that he 
* who is naturally inclined to -rf^^^//X>ir, beii^ 
^ alio naturally dcflitute of all thcie, muft 
^ have a little and narrow Soul.' 

According to this Account, it is eafy 
to fee, that the greateft and bed part of our 
Happineis mu(l he derived from the fame 
Source ; that bearing always a proportion to 
the Enlargement of our Minds. None can 
deny, but that Creatures direded by Reafbn, 
have more and greater Enjoyments, than Ibch 
as are only guided by Inflind: ; and therefore 
whatever opens and enlarges the intelledual 
Scene, muft certainly produce an Addition 
to our Happinefs. Nor will it, I imagine, 
be denied, that the Knowledge of thie Author 
of Nature, which is only to be acquired by 
contemplating him, isfiich an Opening and 
Enlargement of our Minds ; and confequently 
that that Contemplation muft not only i>o 
worthy and becoming in us, but be the plea* 
fanteft and moft agreeable Method of em< 
ploying our Faculties. 

Besid£s, (ince in a manner we livt upon 
Hope.% and (ince our moft virtuous Difpofi- 
tions need that Support and Nouriftimcnt ; 
where can we fo reafonably look for Happi- 
nefs, as from Him from whom we caq hope 
for all Things ; becaufe he has all good things 
in his power, and has (hewn, thro' the whole 
©economy of Nature, hpw ready and liberal 
he is to diftribute them ? And as it is natu« 
f al for Men to in^jtfte thofe \vliQii) tbf y love. 
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and to love thofe from whom they derive 
their Happinefs ; we may conclude, that we 
ihall then oe eoabled to z^ in the nobleft and 
mod virtuous maqner, when we are anima- 
ted with the higheft degree of the Love of 
GOD, and make it the priucipd Motive of 
our Adions. 

Thus far Men not only may^ but acJhi- 
ally have difcovered, by the mere Force of 
their natural Reaibn and Reflection, But 
GOD has been yet more bountiful to us. 
He has given us a pofitive Revelation of his 
Will, and acquainted us, that he is both 
fenfible of the Good we do, and takes delight 
in it, iiich a Delight, that he intends to con- 
tinue their Exiftence, and make them the 
Objc(9ts of his Favour to Eternity, who per- 
feyere in the doing of it, A Declaration, 
that makes us happy both here and hereafcer, 
and is the bed ana iiireft Fortreis to all human 
Virtue : becaufe it enlarges the Circle both of 
pur Adions and Enjoyments ; iets us above 
Misfortune ; gives us a jufl and rational Con* 
tempt of the World ; and (Irengthens us a* 
gainfl: all thofe Accidents in Life, which 
might poflibly render the Paths of Goodnefs 
wearilbm or painful. 

These Refledions are fib fuitable to the 
(blenm Seafbn, upon which we are now en- 
tering, that it would be almoft inexcufable 
to make any Apology fqr them ; fince^ I am 
confident, there can be nothing more accepta-* 
\>\^ tp ?py Rf ^d^rs, thap any ^ttf mpt, how- 

? fVCf 
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ever weakly executed, to ftir up their Love 
and Gratitude to that Divine Perfon, who has 
made the Exercife of Goodnefs and Virtue 
their higheft and trueft Intereft, by bringing 
Life and Immortality to Light. 

I am^ SiR^ Tours^ &c 



N® 92. Saturday, December ^i^ 1726. 



To HiBERNlCUS. 

N 

A^ tu exiflimas reprehendendunty qui fupervacua ufu 
fihi comparaty & pretiofarum rerutn pompam in domo 
explicat ? Non putas ewty qui occupatus eft infuper-- 
vacua literarum fupelkSiik ? S b n £ c a. 

SIR. 

AVING already declared myfelf 
fo much a Man of the World^ and 
a lover of the Converfation of the 
Living rather than of the Dead, 
you will not be furprized, when I 
tell you that I am a great frequenter of Coffee- 
Houfisy and other Places of publick Rdforr, 
where I pleafc myfelf with hearing the Occur- 
rences of the buly World, and the different 
Opinions of all forts of People on whatever 
i^zffzs either there, or iQ the more ^oiet and 
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azy Dqminions of Letters and Contempla- 
ion. By this means I have had many op- 
portunities of knowing the Sentiments of the 
Town on your Writii^s : and I can afliire 
yoot have been as often entertained with 
them, when torn to pieces by the Criticks^ 
as ever I was with reading them intire in the 
Journals. 

Out of my tender regard to that natural 

Fondnefs, which, I know, all Parents have 

i^r their owa pflsprfng, I ihall decline the 

ungrateful Occupation of being your Intellu 

gencer in this matter ; and the rather, becaufe 

I doubt not but there are abundance of People 

ready enough to take that Office on them* 

felves, and fave me the labour. And tho I 

hope, you have, in a great meafure, iubdued 

that Senfibility in yourlel^ yet it becomes a 

good-natured Man to be very cautious of any 

thing which tends to revive it, or rekindle 

thofe Flames, whoie Embers are not yet 

perhaps quite extinguiihed : 

Sufpojitos cineri dolojb. 

The Cafe however is different, when 
you are charged with being the Author of 
thofe Letters I have written to you, and are 
ceofured on account of feveral criminal things 
therein faid to be contained. Juftice obliges 
me to clear you of fuch an Imputation; and 
therefore I hope .you will not take it amifs, 
^% tJif more eff^caually to do fb, I (land up 

this 



Digitized by 



Google 



J J 2 H I B E R N I c u s'5 Letters. 

this day in my own defence^ willing to re- 
move from you, aod take upon myfelf the ' 
ihame of all the ill things you have been 
arraigned of on my account, if in what I 
have written any thing can be found inconfi* 
(lent with, or prejudicial to the Intereft of 
this Church and Nation. 

Numberless are the Complaints and 
Outcries railed againft the liibjed: Matter of 
my two laft Letters. If I had either preached 
up fome damnable /T^r^j^, or preached down 
the VftzxmgoiHoop-Tetticoats^ my Principles 
could not have been reckoned more pernici- 
ous and dangerous. It has been faid, That 
none could have written thole Letters but one 
who was an Enemy to all Order, and for fub- 
verting all Diftindions of Honour and Dig- 
nity among Men, by taking away the princi- 
pal Prerogative of the Great and the. Ricb^ 
the Power of commanding others to work, 
and of fitting idle themfelves. For certainly 
fince bodily Labour and Locomotion are 
things which Mechanics, and other mean 
People mufl: undergo ; and fince there are 
enough of them to do all the drudgery of 
Life, why (hould they who are blelkd with 
Bale and Affluence, do any thing at all, 
but what no body elfe can do for them ? 
And fince all that Men labour for is to pro* 
cure the Ncccflaries of Life to themfelves and 
Families, what realbn is there that People, 
who are above foch Neceffity, Ihould labour 
9t all about any thin^ whigh they can pur-r 
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chafe froiri others, or be at any other pains 
than to indulge thofe elegant Wiihes and De- 
fires, which their exalted Circuroflances of 
Life afford them fb many opportunities of 
gratifying ? No ; the proper bufinefs of thefc 
happy Mortals is to languiih in a Garden, or 
a Gallery of Pidiires ; to while away then: 
gentle hours in talking moft affedbionate 
Nonfenfe to their tender Spoufes ; to dangle 
about from place to place in fearch of Hap- 
pinefs, without ever tafling any ; to purlue 
nothing in Life but the bare Speculation what 
Life is : In one word, to live without Hopes 
or Fears f ExfeSiations^ T^ejigns^ or Enter* 
prizes ; and enjoy all that Felicity which 
can refiilt from the moll perfed: and confum* 
mate Stupidity* 

I F this be a happy and rational Method of 
living, then I have been' highly^ to blame, in 
recommending fome degree of bodily Labour 
and Exercife as part of the bufinefs of every 
wife and good Man, who is not neceflarily 
hindered, as ibmetimes is the cafe, by the 
Nature of his Employment. For this is cer- 
tainly a true.defcription of what Life would 
be, abfbraded from all Labour and Attention 
to common Affairs ; unlefs, as among People 
of greater Vivacity it probably would, it 
fhould degenerate into open Rioting and Dif^ 
folutenefs. But if fuch a Life be neither in its 
own nature amiable ; if it is of ill example to 
Inferiors, and tends to make an active and la- 
borious Life dilgraceful ; then can there be no 

great 
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freac hurt in any thing I have laid oa this 
cad ; clpecially, when we oblcrve how 
many ill Conieqaences have flowed from 
that general Idlenefs^ and Averfion to every 
thing which bears the name of Work, which 
has of late years crept down firom the People 
of Diftindiion to thofe who are endeavour- 
ing, or rather only faniying themfdvcs to 
be fo. - 

But there is yet a more heavy Accu- 
lation lies againft me, for attempting to de- 
bauch the Minds of my Fellow-Subjeds, by 
infufing into them a Contempt of Learning 
and Politenefs ; a Defign that could have en- 
tered into the Heart of none but a gracelefs 
Goth, ox Vandal. I am forry I fhould be 
guilty of (uch an Ofience, and the more {6^ 
became I have been told, that the reading of 
good Books is greatly uieful for confirming 
the Principles of Morality; efpecially in the 
fair Sex, whom I have reprefcnted as defigned 
for other Occupations than Reading. Indeed 
I was muchfurprized at this Objedion, when 
it was firft told me; in regard I always ap- 
prehended the great Principles of Morality to 
be lb plain and obvious, that there was no 
occafion for any depth of Learning to under- 
ftand them. I always was fo filly as to be- 
lieve, that the Common Senfe of Mankind 
was a much better Rule of Life, than the 
Maxims of any, or all the Philofophers put 
together. This was my Miftake. But it \s a 
Miftake I am not fingular in \ fince (everal of 
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the greateft Men of all Ages have agreed, 
that, great Learning, or, which is dually 
thought the fame thing, much Reading, is 
rather an Impediment, than Aid to our Vir- 
tue. I might quote on this Occafion the 
great Man from whom I have taken my 
jMotto^ among many others : but this Au* 
thority would be too antiquated for my 
purpofe ; and therefore 1 fhall chufe to ex* 
preis my Senfe of this matter in the words 
of an ingenious Modern^ and a Foreigner 
too, whom you have more than once men- 
tioned with approbation; and fo conclude 
this Letter without any farther Apology for 
the uncivil treatment I have been laid to give 
to the Mu/es. 

' I apprehend, there is no neceflity for 
^ reading any further than for a little Inftruc- 
^ tion ; or to pais away a melancholy hour, 
^ when the Mind, having exhaufted its own 
^ flock, and grown languid, requires the re* 

* lief of other Mens Thoughts. I am alfb of 

* opinion that there are no good or excellent 

* Books, but what have been written on Sub^ 
'jeds which the Authors made their chief 

* fludy , and whereof they are really maflers ; 

* in regard there is no trae Knowledge but 
^ what comes by Experience. Some of thole 
^ who have made Wifdom and Virtue their 
< Study, and aifiually excelled in them, 
^ have written on that Subj€<a ; and thole 
' Books ought to fuiEce us, beii^ diftinguifh- 
\ ed from all others by their containing Senti- 

^ menrs 
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v^inents which »e the natural Language of i 
*Man in his right Juc^ment, who fbeak$ 
^ what pafTes within himlelf in the (implicity 
^ of his Heart, without the tedious and labo- 
' rious manner of deicanting upon things^ 

* For Men never are reduced to Argumenta^ 
' tion, but for want of cultivating th^ir na- 

* tural Sentiments, which never w6uld play 
^ them falfe, if they but left ihtm at liberty* 

* and followed the Dictates of that Huma- 

* nity which produces them. Juft Sentiments 
•. are the genuine product of the Heart, which 
^ nothing but an inborn Inclination to Good- 
^ nefi can cheriih and bring to life. As they 

* are formed by Nature in us, fo they have a 
^ perfe<3; conformity with Nature ; and the 

* Troths they convey are juft as natural to 

* Mankind iais the Method by which they are 
' conveyed. But when we give ourfelves up 
^ CO realbning upon every thing, and talk al- 
^ ways in the argumentative ftrain, our natu- 
^ ral Sentiments areftifled; and as thefe Rea- 

* fonings owe their Original to a corrupted 
^ Tafte, fo they corrupt our Tafte ftill more, 

* and diveft us oCthat Simplicity which di- 
^ reds us to Troth in the eafteft manner. 

* The plain honeft Man is ignorant of the 
^ Art of Reafoning, and he who is mafter of 

' his own Bufinefe negleds it. It is an Art v 

* owing to a lavage and unmanly Idlenels^ 

* and to a falle Curiofity begotten by it; 
< and fo ought to be given up to thofc Men, 
^ who have all their Humanity in their heads, 

* where 
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* where their Realbn takes its full play, abd 

* works all its Wonders. Thefe are you^ 

* Literati^ who make Knowledge their whole 

* Bufineis, and drunk with the Fumes of it, 

* for^o all the Bleflings of an honeft Heart, 

* .with which they have loft all manner of 
•'iKrqqaintance. And the Effed hereof is, 
^^;hae^:^mong them Obftinacy and Difputes 
t take place of the Love of Truth, of the 
f! Diffidence neceflary to find it out, and of 

* the Temper and Moderation requifite to 
^ communicate it to others. 

• I Cann OT help looking on thefc Peo» 
' pie as the Authors of all that is bad and ri- 

* diculous in Reading ; and confequently one 

* great Source of the Corruption and Follies 
« of Mankind. That Air of Importance they 

* give to the moft ufelefe and trifling Matters, 
^ is without doubt the Caufe, that we have fo 
^ many Writers, who fill the World with Im- 

* pertinence and Nonfenfe. And the Example 

* oy this means given of great Reading, and 
^ of Mens fpending their Lives in it, has alfo 

* this ill effe<a,.that it influences many to read 

* more than they otherwife would. 

* If we fhun all this fort of Reading, and 

* leave to the Mob of every kind, that vaft 

* number of Books which have been written 

* to them, and which perhaps are capable of 
« making them a Mob^ if they were not fo al-^ 

* ready ; we (hall have our Minds more free 
^from Prejudice, and more weaned from 
^ thofe Follies which contrail and leflen thenu 

Vol II. Z 'Wc 
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* We fhalL alfo approach much nearer to 

* Truth, by giving greater attention to what 

* pafTes in our own Breaft^ where Trurh is 

* moft frequently found, and feldom fails to 
^ make a laftlng Impreflion, if we gire it hat 

* leave. We fliall not nieafore Tmth by-twir-: 
^ row and conceited Rules ; and above: ^\\ 

* fliall gain the fingular advantage of n«t «ci 

* jeditig Opinions incOftfiftent WKh wh?rti>»^e 

* imagine c^rfelves to know already, wUtl:h 
^ frequently does us a hundred tiihes more Imrr, 
^ than all the Knowledge We get by reading 

* does us good. 

• It never was the Intention of Nature 

* that Men fliotild itiakfc no other ufe of thcit 
^ Ideds but to gather them into a Magazine. 

* The Perfedion of thinking is to be able to 

* form them aright as occafion offers, and to 
^ follow the Didates of common Realbn^ the 
^ only proper Method to preferve that Free- 
^ dom of Mindy which is the fbtindarion of 

* all true Knowlecke. One may Venture to 

* affirm of the moft part t>f your Men of pro*- 

* digious reading, that they are really towfc 

* ignorant than thofe they term the FnJjg^f 
"* having much lefs Knowledge of Maiikind, a 

* Science, without Which, all others are fo 

* far from being AccompHfhments, that they 

* only render Men monftrous, by giving a 

* falfe Luftre to a very difagreeable Cnaraoer. 

* This is that Science, unknown to the Lcar^ 

* ned, which fliews us the real Wo«h of 

* Things,: to which there is every day oc- 

' fiafioa 



Digitized by 



Google 



H i B B R N I c u $sLetteri. ; i^ 

^ caiioo ta ha»ve recourfe, . How little of it 
^ the(e Geodemea underfkDd^ the grcarefl: 
^ parc^f tbeii: own Le^rnixig is a plain proof; 

* ootbmg betog a fiircr mark of Ignorance^ 

* tbao to flaake Coliedions of FaBs and Ofhr 
^ nions conducive to no vahiabie purpoie in 

* life, and to form a Science purely to diiplay 

* the Art oiRea/bning i like School boys who 

* are every d?y cHmbing, with no other View 
' than to Amw how dextrous they are at the 

* flxcrcife; 

I am^ S I Ry Tours^ Sec. 

PUBLICOLA. 



N^ 93- Saturday y January 8, 1725. 



Tq the Author of the "Dublin Journal. 
Facies mn Qmnibus una* ' Ovid. 

SIR, 

I T is a Notion of the celebrated 
Mr. Leibnnz>, that therfc are not 
in the whole Compafs of Nature 
any two Things exadly alike# 
If there were, it would deftroy 
one of the firft Principles of that great Man's 
Philofophy : for, according to him, there 
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can be nothing done without a Jkficient 
Reafon for the doing of it, arifing from the 
Nature and Proportion of things one ttf ano- 
ther. Now if any tv^o Particles of Matter^ 
for inftance, were exadly alike, there could 
be no reafon, in the nature of things, for 
afligning to either of them this or that Po- 
sition, it being a matter of ablblute Indtffe^ 
rence, which of them ihould be uf^er^ or 
under, or hither, ox yonder, in refped of 
their fituacion. And where there is an ab- 
iblute Indifference^ there can be no Choice, 
at leaft fuch a Choice as is founded on ^Jiiffi- 
dent Reafon ; and confequently,, had thtf 
firft Principles of things confided of perfedly 
fimilar Parts, the forming Mind muft have 
remained in an eternal fufpcnce, and the mu- 
nificent Fabrick of the Univerfe for ever con- 
tinued in the Womb oiNon entity, in a ftatc 
of endleis Confiifion and Blindnefs. It \% 
therefore to the T)ifcordia Semina rerum 
that the World, in a great racafurc, owes 
that Beauty and Proportion we admire in it. 
Nor does its prefent State give us a faint Hint 
. what an infinite Variety there muft have been 
in the Materials of which it is compofcd ; 
itnce, according to an elegant Defcription of 
Mr. Tofe's, we are every where furrouoded 
with numberlefs Beauties, all of different 
Forms and Appearances in fomc refpeds. 
Not ChzoS'like, together cruflfd and bruised. 
But like the fVorldy harmonioufly confuS'd ; 
Where Order in Variety we fee. 
And where ^ t ho all things dxfftx^ all zgrCQ. 

HiSXORl 
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History mforras us, that the Enipcror 
Charles V. after bis Refignarion, fpenc mofl 
of his-time in the Stud^and Pradice oi Me- 
cbanicku .Among other Exercifes of this 
kind be took a particular delight in the ma- 
king of Clocks ; and was exceeding anxious 
to have them (b exadl, that they (hould al( 
flrike at the lame Indant ; but after many* 
repeated Trials found it impraifticable. Uport 
which he is faid to have made this Refledion» 
How vain a thing it was to attempt to make 
all Men think one way in Matters of Reli- 
gion ; fince by Experience he was convin- 
ced, that he could not compel Machines of 
hist own making to an txzGt Uniformity. 

I A M not certain, whether that univerfal 
Contempt, ' which, in all Ages, Imitation, 
and Imitators have lain under, has arifen 
from a fenfc of the impoffibility of arriving 
at a perfe^ Refemblance ; but it has indeed 
a very plaufible Appearance. And as tbe^ 
following Nature has always been efteemed 
the trucft part of Wifdom, we may well 
imagine, that the Reafon why Men defpifed 
Imitation fo much^ was becaufe they judged 
it a vain, and confequently an unnatural 
Endeavour of reaching at Excellence. This 
at leaft is fure, that in the Arts of Politenels 
and Elegance of any. kind, it has been al- 
ways held the mark of a low and little 
Genius, to borrow the Mien, and creep 
fcrvilcly after the Fafiiion of other Perfons. 
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All this however docs not kinder the. 
Geoeratioo of Imitatofs from being a rety 
great and ntunerous Body. They are a kiiui 
of $h«dow inteparaUc firom 2oy fojft at de- 
gree of Eminence Nay, the very FoUies 
aod Impertinences of Pa^n$ in My cxaited 
$Mtion are frequently copied one by Muld- 
tildes of People, m the tnt^rity of thdr 
Heart, .without the. ieail defigo of makii^ 
court CO tbofe they imitate; But the Ho* 
mour diiplays it iclf moft vifibly, as well as 
nooft prepc^eroufly, in the Beau Mmde^ 
who are perpetually endeavouring to appear 
Vi^hat they are not, and co be bke fon»ethiiig, 
to which it is jmp0£)ble they can bear the 
)faft re(embilaQce. Tliere is bandJy^ a gen- 
teel htmdfom Man that makes his i^pear^ 
ance in a publick Place, but who has icniBe* 
diately a great number of Coxcombs in his 
t^ivery, that they may look like him. I 
have ^en a hump^back'd Beau^ not five iboc 
bigh> Afut Witk his Hat cocked in the fune 
manner^ wlvkh be had obfbnred do look 
gallaiucly t)n a General Officer; and iurK 
kndwu ieveraJ hattered old Rakes, wlao made 
tondant ufe of WaAes add Ointm^its, to 
preferve the Bloiim of a tawny and Ari- 
vcPd Complejooa^ 

At prefent, the Care and Study of this- 
Eace of fine Gentlemea &em to be employ* 
ed in changing their Sex, and beooming pn^ 
fefled, more ways than one, cfthofeCmttns 
they admire in the Ladies/ With this no- 
tably 
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ti^Wfi View we m?^y fee ;hem every day go* 
ing ovw mo ih? Feip^lf World, aijd abdica- 
ting, as far as m th^io) li^s, their Tide to 
Manhood. All xkP Arts pf Effeminacy have 
been emplpyecj, ^4 flo manner of Ipduftry 
^ared that conld giv^ the leaft promife of 
e&doally* abplilhing thfi Ord^r pf N^ure. 
I have been fometioDps j^nd^r apprebisnfians» 
that we ihould refipe fp. far, thgt as the La* 
cSes, uppn fbm§ pp^aHons, pondclcend to 
wear one half of t^e Mafcqlipe Apparel/ fb 
we, to return the Complimenr* ihould take 
h in our heads tp gppear cx)^antly in theirs. 
And I am of opfnion, rhar npthii^ binders 
this intimate Unipo m^h t|ie Fair S^x^ biH: 
that their Fafhipns are fo p^erpietually v^ryingi 
that it is (jbnnd iuaprs^i^ab^ to ovprtaiie 
them. Were they but once conae to a ftpp, 
I make no doubt, ^hat p^e half pf our Sex 
would defert their Party, aqd appear as cooi- 
pletely F^nwles^ $9 it j^ ip the power pC 
Valets and Taylors to make them. 

D o but look at that Jit|:|e fjutteriag Cre^- 
cure CofmicuSf Obfervp hpw ))e lapguiihe^^ 
and r^diaes his Head upop one Mulder- 
Nothing can be whiter th^qi hi5 Hands* up- 
le& it be his Teeth. jF<?oft h^ V^I^t, jipd 
other Attendants, fow hpiirs and thjree qi^- 
«rs of this Morning, t^ make him what yop 
fee him. He is )^^ jm>w d^^P ^^ rtie Va* 
pours, Asriiich is the r^49Q you ^e hip) ipe^k* 
ii^ CO \m£s\L WhiSi: b9 i$ &ying is ^ne 
of bis owiD> i^ot iom^ tep^di^r Scr^tp c^ c^hls 
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Favourite Waller ; but whatever he is faying, 
you may depend upon it, he is at the lame 
time pra(3:inng to lijf. To fliew you the 
Delicacy of nis Conftitution, he is con* 
ftantly complaining of the Cold, and by that 
means making an excufe for the Badnefs of 
his Voice. When he comes into a Room, 
he curtfies, and then laughs at it^ as a de* 
figned Abfurdity. When he quarrels with 
his Servant, he calls him a Bitchy and al- 
ways fwears half-Oaths. But for all his 
Softnefs and Delicacy, I would not advife 
any of our Sex raflily to affront him ; for 
he may happen to do a brave Man a mif* 
chief, in regard the Sex he has chofen afibrds 
him the Protection of a Pair of Boddice^ 
v^hich are of excellent ufe againfl the Perils 
oi Cold Iron. 

This is the Charad:er not of a fingle 
Perfbn, but of a whole Species. Nor \& Vi 
in the leafl heightned beyond the Truth, or 
more monflrous than the Life. There are 
a vaft many of thefe Trimmers between the 
Se^es to be met with in all Places of genteel 
Rcfbrt about the Town, who hardly want 
any thing in their Drefs but Tetticoats^ to 
make them finifhed Coquettes. Nature 
however continues very obflinate againfl 
them, and is by nd means favourable to 
their Defign. An exa<fi fimilitude is no more 
to be expeded here than in other things. 
There are found feveral unrelenting Features 
i|i a mafculine Face, beyond the power of 

Lotions 
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Lotions and Cofineticks to fofren; and ccr- 
tain rugged Airs in a male Perfbn, proof a- 
gainfl; the mofl: flrenuous endeavours to lay 
them a(ide. And hence it is, that all the 
Care and Nicenefs of thefe Perlbns only tend 
to make them more remarkably ugly, and ^ 
more unlike what they would relemble ; 
which is the dual fate of all Men who mif^ 
take their own Character, and endeavour 
to excel in the wrong place. The greateft. 
Proficients in this Art liave not been hi-, 
therto able to make any thing of it, or to do 
any more than expofe themfelves to Con* 
tempt and Ridicule, as well from the Sex. 
they have taken go, as from that they have 
relinquiflied. Unlefs they could acquir^ the 
skill of eradicating their Beards^ and throw- 
ing out of their Perlbns a great many other 
Imperfe(9:ions natural to the Male Kind, it ii 
to be feared, that all their Prpjeds will for 
ever prove unfiiccelsful, 

Women are faid to be very tenacious of 
their own Humour, and proof againft all 
the Power of Argument an^ Advice. It is 
therefore probable, that Counfel would be 
loft upon thofe Gentlemen, who have made 
that Sex fb much their Model ; and indeed ( 
inuch fear, that in this refpedl they tran- 
fcend their Originals. But if one might 

f relume to give a word of Counfel on this 
ead, I would defire them to coofider, how 
unnatural and impracticable the Enterprize 
Is in which they have embarked. If the 
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Laws of Mature forbid, that any two mi- 
nute Particles of Matter fljoulcl be exadly 
alike, how much more tqipoffible is it to 
reduce fiich a cojpplex Syftem as a human 
Peribn into a perfed Uniformity with ano* 
ther ? And were it pradicable, (he Inten- 
tion of Nature would be dcteatcd in efta- 
bliftiing a OiftiniSlion between the Sexes ; 
ajod the Pofitifen of the Moral World in- 
verted ; pr lather thing? brought into fuch 
Confufion, a? to render the Offices of Life 
precarious and uncertaiq. How would they 
take it, fhould the Fair Sex improve upon 
the Hint given them* and falling in. with the 
fixercifcs and Occupations, proper to the 
Male pa;-t of Mankind, acquire fuch a de- 
gree of Strength and Robuftnefe, as to be 
able tp fill tfc a(3lve Scenes of Life them- 
felye?;, and turo down their Adorers ioto 
the Bufmefs e^ Oeconomy and the Dome- 
ftick ? How would it mortify them tp ftc 
their Gold-headed Canes degraded into Di- 
ftaf5 ; and their Snuff-Boxef converted into 
Saucepans? What a decenp Figure would a 
Beau make at a Splnning-JVheel ; or how 
"comppfe himfelf to darn his Miftrefs's Sioek^ 
ings ? Would he be as willing to wafc Linen 
as to wear it, or to n^ake his Faiij: one a 
Mechlin LappAt wijch the faine Spirit that 
h6 now jpf anes her |;raceliil no^nner of potr 
ting it on ? In a wordt would the moft re* 
fioed Spark of ;ile wbote Tribe be 'content 
tp fit all day moaping at home over Tea 

and 
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and Romances 9 while the Female Rake, his 
Spoufe, enjoyed her fiiil liberty of rOiinifig 
aDocic to Coffee-houfes, and Taverns, and 
that principal Seat of manly ^and virtnoos 
Recreation* tiie GrMm-T^rter's ? 

These «*« my Appr^heofioos of that 
Revolution for which I fee foniQ Perfons 
exprefiing Inch fondnefs, and making ib 
great advances towards it ; which makes 
me think it my Duty^ to warn my Counr 
try men againft (b great and imminent a dan- 
ger ; or at leaft to beg they would defer 
inch an important Chiange, till fbme more 
favoorable Jundnre of Affifirs, when ir might 
be ^leded without producing iiich a train 
of ilTConfequences. 

I am, SIR, 
Tour very humble Servant ^ 

HlBBKNICnS. 



SIS 
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N*^ 94. Saturd^, January 14, 1726. 

To the AuT H 6 R of the Dublin Journal. 

Non ille\ffocaps amifi^/ 

Aut f atria Umidus ferire. H p r. 

I^T iS a vo-y commoq, but indeed 
a yery, pernicious Praiflice among 
many Men' of; Scnfe and Learn- 
ing, to condemn every great 
and bold Undertaking in a 
fingle Perfon, as rafh and imprudent, if 
he had not fufficient Means in his power, or 
at lead a fair probability, to fecure himfelf 
of coming off fuccefsfully. Men, lay they, 
are rational Qreatures, who ought not to 
throw away their Lives at a venture, or ex* 
pofe themielve^ to danger in vain and fruit- 
lefs Enterprizes. They ibpuld calculate their 
Forces, and find them e^uai to what they 
propoie, before they engage in any Attempt 
of Difficulty and Hazaro, left they make 
Matters worfe than before, by depriving the 
Caufe jchey have efpoufed of an honeft and 
alble Aflerter. To do otherwife, is to fet up 
animal Courage in the room of true and rea- 

fonable 
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ibnafale MaDhood ; and to iacrifice a thiDg 
of great Value and Importance, the Life of a 
virtuous and brave Man, to a Whim of 
Honour, and the Enthuliaim of a great 
Heart. -^ 

I CANNOT deny, but that, in general, 
this fort of Reafoning is Oretty juft ; and 
that no Man ought to faerince his Life, but 
with a view to promote Ibme good and va* 
lua^le End. But at the fame time, I can by 
no meads admit the Conlcquence, that we 
ought not to hazard our Lives in iht defence 
of injured Innocence, diftreffcd Virtue, or 
an endangered Country, unlefs when we are 
certain, or at leaft it is highly probable, that 
the direift Good we fhall by tnat means ob- 
tain to the Interefl: we are engaged in, fhall 
be equal in value to the Lives we thus expofe. 
There are other Ends a brave Man may pro- 
mote, befides thofe he has immediately in 
his view, by risking his Life in a juft and 
honourable Cauie, which are of greater im- 
. portance to Mankind, than perhaps any Tin- 
gle Life ever was, or will be. The dire(3; 
Good which any Man can produce, com- 
monly lies in a very narrow Compafs ; but 
yet his Adions may indiredly, and without 
his having fuch a View, produce very diffu- 
five and lafting EfTeds. The immediate 
Profit of moft Mens Adions is confined to 
their own Country, or to their Cotempora- 
lies ; whereas the Influence of their Example 
may extend to the whole World, and tfi 

lateft 
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Iac«ft Poftdrity. Regard tfaerdbre is to be 
bad by evety wife and gpod Man to thefe 
more remote and more generous Ends, as 
well as CO thofe which mord immediately 
fpiric him up to Adion. Aod confequeocly it 
not fair to accufe a brave Man of FooU 
hdrdinefs and Temerity, who in the honefly 
of his Sonl ruihes into Danger," perhaps with* 
oat any great proQ>ed of Saccefs, to relieye 
a beloved Friend, or attack an unjoft Inva^ 
der oi his Country. 

LONGJNVS, m his Treatifcof the . 
Sublime^ cenfiires a Brother Author for ha- 
ving written on the fame Sifti)e(S in a low 
analanguiflung Style. To write coolly up> 
on Couratet might perhaps give occafion for 
A Criticism of the lame nature. But how- 
ever that be, ix is certain, that to run down 
Heroijm and GslUutry, when exerted for 
noUe and virtuous Purpofes, tho not always 
direded bv the firid Rules of Prudence, 
with regard to the prefervation of Lifo, has 
a very great tendency to leden the Principle 
of Fortitude in Men ; and to make them 
more wary and timorous, than is coniiftox 
with that true ViUour, which is founded on 
the Contempt of Death. Men, for the moft 
part, need few Cautions againft p4ain and- 
evident Dai^r ; the Bials drawing ftrongly 
that way already. The Safety of the Pri- 
vate Syft&n Seldxiai fails to be confuked in 
fuch Cafes, without needing to have die 
^ublick Gmd brought in as an additfonal 

Motive. 
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MO(|v€^ Od the contrary , judicictws Mora- 
lifts hav€ always found it necefTary to for- 
tify the Tublick Principle, by Confiderations 
drawn from the Pleafure arifing to the In- 
dpoidual^ in following its Impulles. So that, 
in effect there is not only little eNccafion to 
admoni(h Men againft an impetuous and q« 
ver-boiling Courage ; but if there were, it is 
dangerous to en^Tour at abating its Fer* 
vour* left it ihould receive too great a damp, 
andJofe its Vigor in the Corredion of its 
Violence. 

I F we look into Antiquity, we ihatl find, 
that the gteateft Endeavours both of their 
Phildbphers and Legiflators were taken to 
fortify the Minds of their Difciples and Peo* 
pie againil Death and Danger. One of the 
firft Phnciples inculcated upon them always 
\¥a9, the WorthtcfTnefs of Life, when fet in 
cotnpetition with Virtue and Honour ; and 
the Bafeneis of fcffviving a Defeat, tho even 
With an Intention of reierving tbemlelves for 
fbture Service to their Country. Such a 
deliberate Temper was not allowed to enter 
into the Compofition of the brave and gallant 
Man* Speeches of this kind would have been 
€fleemed only the Subterfi^es of Treachery 
or Cowardice. How thole Nations flouriihr 
cd under this Dilcipline, I need not inform 
my Readers ; nor now their Youth, anima-^ 
ted with tbefe exalted Notions of Honour* 
which proved ,to them an invincible Armour 
a^ioft the Fear of Death, gave fiich Proofs 
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of their Virtue, of every kind, as have fiUed 
all fucceeding Ages with Admiration and 
Aftoniihment. 

Indeed, conHdering how bafe a Principle 
all Fear is, it is hardly poffible to conceive, 
how true Virtue can confift with the Fear of 
Death ; nor on the other hand, how true 
Courage, when thbtowly provoked, caa 
cahnly fit down and deliberate on any other 
way of repelling an Injury, than by fairly 
attacking him who commits Jr. And if the 
Injury be done to many, the more Bravery 
there is (hewn in refenting it^ is the greater 
and nobler Evidence of Virtue. Sacrifices 
made on (uch an account, even when the 
Event has proved unprofperous, have ftill 
had a ufeful and excellent Ef]e<3:, in the Im- 
preffions they leave on the Minds of others- 

I REMEMBER, Sir fF. TemfU^ in one of 
his Letters, expreffes his great Concej-n, that 
this bold and undaunted Spirit was not ra* 
ther cherifhed among Men, than exppfed 
either to Cenfure or Raillery. * I would 

* have been glad, fays he^ to have ften Mr. 
^ Cowley before he died, celebrate Captain 
f Douglases Death, who flood and burnt in 

* one of our Ships at Chatham^ when his 

< Soldiers left him, becaufe it fhould never 

< be faid« a Douglas quitted his Poll with- 

* out ordcn Whether it be wife in Men to 
^ do fiich Adions or no, I am (ure, it is in 

< States y to hondur them ; and if they can, 
^ to turn the Vein of Wits, to raife up the 

• Efteem 
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^ Efteem of fome Qualities above their real 
^ VaJue, rather than bring every thing to 
* Burlefque/ 

The Inftance, here mentioned cannot 
perhaps be juftified by the ftrid: Rules of 
Reafon ; and yet it is a proof of great Ho- 
nour, and of noble and virtuous Principles* 
Nay, I may ventiire to affirm, that the Ex- 
ample of this brave Gentleman, and confe- 
quently every other like it, was capable of 
producing greater and more notable Effecas, 
than even the Life of {6 valuable a Man 
could have done, had he gone upon more 
prudential Maxims, and faved himfelf for 
future Occafions of lerving his Country. So 
that, if Wifdom is to be eftimated by the 
Extenlivcnefs of its Operations, there icems 
to be more of it in fuch great and (ublime ' 
AiSttons, than there often is. in thofe which 
are concerted with more Art and Defign, 
and carried on with greater Circumfpcdion 
and Tcfthpfen 

Generous and great Minds are not to 
be meafured by the Standard of common 
Men, nor their Adions to be brought under 
the fame Regulations- The Warmth of a. 
great and courageous Heart, glowing with a 
Senfe of Wrongs done to its Friends or Coun- 
try, does not well agree with that Coolnefe 
of Head, an^ Watchfulnefs of Occafions, 
which are often found in Men of narrow 
Souls, and finall Talents, and by means of . 
which they are enabled to condud their 

Vol. II. A a Defigns, 
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Designs* whether good or ill, with a iiirer 

}>rolpei^ of Succels* The one always pur- 
uc the direcSt Means to obtain their End, 
without much confidcriijg their EfBcacv to 
do fo ; while the others are continuaHy look- 
ing out far the fafed and likeliefl: Means of 
doing Bu(ine&» and fddom dtfconopoie them- 
fclvcs with inquiriqg, whether the Courfe 
they are taking be the mod honourable, or 
otherwife. The grpat Mind is ever bold and 
enterpriziug ; the little Genius diffident and 
cautious. The Adions of the one feek the 
Day, and the High-Road ; thofc of the o- 
ther affeiS: Obfci^rity, and private Paths. 
The one, as foon as h^ meets his {Inemy , is 
in a R^e. and flies at him, withpi^ regard- 
ing whether he is able to cope with him, or 
no. But the other, if confciou$ of his own 
Inability, accofts him with a (mooth and 
fair face of Negotiation, and wkh great 
dexterity fmkes &m under the fifth Rib. 

This is the true diftincaion of Character 
between the Man of Gallantry and RefbJu- 
tion, and one of a wary and timorous Na- 
ture. There may be Benevolence and good 
Defigns in the Hearts of both ; but I think, 
it is pretty eafy to fee, whole Benevoledce 
* of the two difplays itfelf in the moft amiable 
and gracefi^l manner. The only Queftion is, 
which of the two Methods of'a<!^ing oi^ht 
to be moft inculcated, in 'good Policy, on 
the Members of Society, for^fhi^^publick 
Intercft, And this, I appreh^^ inay be 

- ' brought 
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broight td a flioTt IfTae. That Quality^ with 
which the greater Numbers of Men may tooft 
fcafil^^ be infph*?d, ought to have the pre- 
fttiaic^W' that, which, in ail Ages and Na- 
f iond, hii beeti attaicf^d only by a few, and 
degtodl taifch lefs on thi Goodnefs of the 
Att€(2ioDS thin of the t7tiiderftandiflg, N6v\r 
it ii evld^it, Aat moft Mtn hdvft the Seeds 
Of C6tiRlge:aiid Fortitude iiiipldnted in them, 
and tdjtffecjrienfljr are capable of being rou- 
fed tip t<y gt^iat and 'glbtious Serviced in i 
wdrtky iiiid hfoibfotiratbje "Giaufc : whereas re- 
fititidTWicy; arid Strafegetas, are whit fevV 
Mem hive a Genius for ; and if they ^ave 
not ^ Genius, all Endeavours to teach them 
tho*e Arts, inftcad of making thfem true and 
rfbte f^olitfcians, wffl ' otify terminate in d- 
Vitig thetft a little wretched Cunning, and a 
certain aukward Cpmpoiition of the Coward 
and the jrickfter. And as it is the bufineft 
of Wifdpm rather to form JVlens Hearts thaa 
their Heads, that alone is a lufficient Reafbn 
to cheriih a Difci^ine, wl>ich a whole Na- 
tion is capable of learning and exercifing, 
and wbick is* of daily ufe and advantage in 
one refpecS or other ; rather than one which 
very few Men can mafter, and which feldom 
. turns to account but upon extraordinary E- 
mergencies, in Times of great Wcaknds, or 
of uniyerfal Corruption. 

Among free Nations efpccially it is of 
the utmoft importance to keep up their na* 
tive Courage, and Greatnefs of Heart, The 
Aa 2 Britijh' 
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Brtttjh Nations owe the Prefervation of 
their Liberties, under God, chiefly to the 
prevalence of this manly Principle among 
them. But how is this Spirit fiili to foe pro- 
ps^ated and continued? No otherwife, in 
Short, than like all other Virtues, by endea- 
vouring to keep it awake and adive in oar* 
felves firft ; and by banifhing out of our 
Thoughts, ^as criminal and traiterpps, all 
indecent and impertioent Suppofitions of its 
ever happening to be wife and prudent for a 
good Man to liirvivc the Ruin of his Coun- 
try. No Man, who thus attempts to warm 
his own Heart, needs be under any apprehen- 
fions, that his Example fhall not be follow- 
ed^ or that there ever fhall be wanting Mul- 
titudes oi Britons to recognize that nrft and 
glorious Principle of Roman Virtue, T^uke 
Is decorum ^ro f atria mori. 

I am^ S I R^ 

Tour very humble Servant^ - 

HiBERNICUS. 

NO is. 
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N^95. Saturday^ January 21^ 1726. 

Td the Author of the Dublin Journah 

— ^SenJUSi morejiue repugnant 5 
Jbque if fa tailitas^ jufiifrofe mater ^ C? ^Jtii. Hoa* 



'^15^1^; 



^MM 



SIR. 

\ F all Counterfeits, the greateft and 
moft pernicious is that of Good- 
nefs and Virtue ; and confequenc* 
ly there is none which it is fb 
much the Intereft of Mankind to 
have deteded and expoied. Whoever has 
looked into Human Nature, cannot but have 
obferved, that Ibme virtuous Difpofitiohs, 
for want of a proper Regulation and Di- 
rection, are capable of being drawn in 
to the (commiflion of the mod fooliib. and 
uDJuilifi^ble Adtions. . £ven Good-nature, 
and Humanity, . unlefs put under the gui- 
dance of Realon, may be produdive of very 
inhuman and unjuft Effeds ; (ince if it de- 
generates into* an over-great Facility, and 
confiders rather Mens DiftreflTes than their 
Merits, what carries the appearance of Com- 
paffionandGenerofity to one Man, may prove 
Oppreffion and Cruelty to Multitudes. - The 
A a 3 Gen- 
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Gentlenefs of fuch Minds is a kind of Trea- 
chery, which betrays the Caufe of HwM- 
nity itlelf» by not being proof agaiiftft the 
Sollicitations of mere tendernefs, unfupport- 
cd by any Arguments of Rcafon and Ju- 
(lice. 

i-N Hkc manner, among Men SkiWcd in 
the Arts of Life, and Ways of the World, 
and who have Coolnefs enough of Temper 
to diflemble their Faults* there are many 
Vices, which nearly approach to Virtue, 
and eafily put on its refemblance ; becaufe, 
inftead of betraying a Man into obvious and 
fcandalous Foliies, they rather afFeciJ: the. 
Mask of Abftinence and Recollection. Men 
of this Cliarader can fo accommodate their 
ill Qualities to the good ones of thofe with 
whom they.traniacfl any Bufinefs, as Ibme- 
times to get the Approbation and Efteem^ 
\q£ tbe very bed of Men, and to draw tbiem 
by de^eea into Projeds, which, at fe^ft per- 
haps, they could not have heard meotipned^ 
without abhorrence and fliivering. Thm 
downriglit Covetoufiieis pafles evq'y day 
upon the World for Management and Fwiga- 
lity ; . Spleen, Melancholy* and DiftieJ^fr. of 
Joy> for Sobriety, Temperance, afjdPeliicar 
cy of TaCle ; Morofencls and Stupidity,. ft« 
rigid Virtue and Gravity : Invidious aad ^o- 
charitable Reflexions oh the ionoceot ^£if di 
and Oaiety of others, ^re mad^ lo feem dMi 
genuine EfTeds of Difcretioo, aod.H^trisd ^ 
yice ; Talebearing and Slaoder come on- 

d?f 
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der the appellation of Honefty and Fide- 
lity ; and Pride, and Malice, aire often id 
well managed, as to put themfelves^ off ft>r 
i generous Contempt of every thing ill, and 
a lettled Averfion to aJl Diflionefty and Wic- 
kednefs. In fhort, the very worft Qualkies 
Men can have, and which prbdocef the gffcac- 
eft and moft numerous Mifchiofe to Mfti- 
kihd, are (uch as are capable of having the 
faireft Glofs pdt upon them; While Mens 
private Vices and Follies, the Evil of which 
is nothing fb extenfive, are, tho with the 
utmoft difficulty, either conceakd or dl^ 
guifed, and conleqaently the PofTeiTors of 
them much mott eafily avoided by fuc^ as 
fear either their Practices, or Example. 

But among all the Counterfeits of Vtftutf,. 
there is no one has done foch Milch f4f, and 
produced fuch Mifery and Defolation in the 
World, as that impious and ungodly PrJn-* 
ciple, which, under pretence of Ileal for the 
Honour of God, and regard to the Truths 
of Religion, has taught Men to perfecute 
add deftroy one another, on account of therr 
tlifferent Opinions in Matters purely ipirl- 
toal, and which no ways contribute to the 
Good of Society, be they either true ot 
falfe. That fuch a J^rinciple has prcvaifcd 
in the World is evident, not only from the 
Hiftory of two thoufand Years pafii, but 
from the conftant Pradice, and open Pro- 
feffions of great Bodies^ and formed Societies 
of Men to this day. Nor is it lefs plain, 
Aa4 that 
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that however unjuft and cruel fiich a Prin- 
ciple may feem to a Man of Humanity and 
common Seofe, yet it has' been ioculcated 
and promoted among Men, not only as a 
point of great Importance, but as flowing 
firom a virtuous and commendable Diipou- 
tion. It is therefore of ufe to inquire into 
this Matter, and to examine how reconcila* 
ble the perfecuting Principle is with the na- 
tural Notions Men have of Equity and 
Goodneis ; which ihall be the Subjed of this 
Paper. What efFedis the pradice of it has 
liad on the Peace apd Happinefs of Man- 
kind, may perhaps come under confidera- 
tion more particularly hereafter. 

Cruelty, at firft fight, is (hocking to 
Human Nature : but the Queflion is, what 
is Cruelty ; fince, in fome cafes, it is not 
only allowable, but abfolutely neceflary, • to 
• inflid: Lofs and Pain upon Ibme Perfons, for 
the greater Good either of particular Socie- 
ties, or of Mankind ; in which cafes Seve* 
rity is fo far from being cruel, that it would 
be cruel and barbarous to forbear it. The 
Puniihment of Criminals is an Inftance of this 
fort, wherein a State, for the defence of it- 
fclfy and the Members of which it is com* 
poied^ againft the Pradices* and Example of 
Wicked and profligate Men, exerts its Power 
for their Chaftifement, or their Deftrqftion, 
in proportion to the Evil of their Crimes. 
And here, as it is impoflible any Nation can 
fubfift without reftraining the Violence of 

ill- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HiBEKV I cuss Letters. i6i 

ill-difpofed Men, the Severities ioflided on 
the guilty, inftead of flowing from Hatred 
and Malice, are only Ac^s of Juftice and 
Companion to the delerving, and the in- 
nocent. 

But yet it is certain, that even publick 
Juftice, if not temperately and impartially 
adminiftred, may d^eneratc into Tyranny 
and Cruelty. If thofe entrafted with thb 
Execution of it mingle their private Refent- 
ments with the publick Vengeance ; if they 
delight intheMifery of the Quilty, and play 
the wanton with Mens Sufferings, like a 
Nero, or a Jefferies : In any of thefe Cafes, 
I lay. Men plainly fliew themfelves to be 
rather aduated by a fierce and favage Nature, 
than by an honeft regard to Juftice, and the 
Welfare of the Society by whom they are 
employed. And the Prooft hereof are com- 
monly Co obvious, that the moft unthinking 
Spedator can eafily know wha( Difpofition 
to afcribe it to, when they fee a Judge dit 
cover a fondnefs to find Men guilty, and 
take pleaiiire in exercinng the ucmoft Rigor 
and Severity of the Law. 

In like manner, it (hews a very ill Dilpo- 
fition in a People, or a Lcgiflator, when 
tl^eir Laws arc fo framed with relpcd: to Pu- 
nifhment, as to regard the Authority of the 
Power which enaas them, more than the 
Demerits of Criminals, or the Nature and ill 
Tendency of their Crimes. This is not only 
done when Penalties are laid upon good or 

innocent 
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innocent Ac^ion^ but when all Crimes are 
made ecjual, or fmall Faults made iiabte to 
Puniftiments not proportioned to tbem. and 
which they do not deferve. The conmion 
Pretence ufcd to juftify fuch unr eafonablc Se- 
verities, is to preferve the Authority, and 
maintain the Reverence Men ought to bear 
to the Legiflature ; which is both a Principle 
of Prudence, and the Care of the Commit 
nity, whofe Safety ifepends fo much on their' 
Governors having the full exercilc of their 
Power of doing Good. But have we not 
reafon, for the moft part, to fuipecH; this only 
to be a Pretence ? And is there not ground 
to believe, that People who arc in poileflioa 
of Power, and appear in a perpetual endea- 
vour to . extend it, or to exercife it with 
rigor, are rather iacrificing to Ambition and 
Ill-nature, than ading upon the generous 
Motive of the publick Good ? Are they not 
making themfelves the Publick, inftead of 
the Society ? Do they not rather difcover a 
Plea(ttrc in t^e Suffering of the Criminal, 
than that true and manly Satisfadion which 
ariles from a fenfe of having delivered the 
Society from an Enemy ? And have not the 
Effcds of this Temper, in all Ages, cob- 
(lantly been Unchvitablenefs, barbarous Pride, 
and inexorable Tyranny ? And if ft), is there 
not all poffible reafon to conclude, that (iicb 
Men ad rather from a perverlfe and i&vage 
Difpofition, than from miftaken Notions of 
the bed: Means to promote the publick Good ; 

fmce 
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fiacc is is iuir<% conccivabley how fiich cxe- 
crabk and diabolical Eficd^ coi:dd ever pro- 
ceed from any. virtttous or innoceot Prin- 
ciple ? 

T o judge of this matter artghr, let us fee 
what Aiped it would bear in any of the 
ccoaamoa hffms of Life. Let ns take that 
familiar loftaoce memiooed by Horace^ in 
the Satke froin whence I hm my M^to. 
A Mafter ii9 there rcprefented as ordering bis 
Servaat to be ciactfied* ibr only lickii^ bis 
Fingets ; and making that finaU Trani^reffioa 
equal in pwifikment with the Ugheft degree 
of Unfaithfubefs or V illany. No doubt, this 
would gxeatly tend to llrcng)then his Amho* 
rity among his other Slaves^ and probabfy 
deter then fiom many wicked Pradices. 
But kt him pretend tbis Motive as ioi^ as he 
pleaied, wo^d. any impartial By-ftandet take 
hia word ibr it», tkit fach an unji^ and in* 
human Sentence pcnceeded fi^om pure Good- 
nefs aod: Virnie ? Ck if any Man fsonld rave 
» thdt maimer^ fhould we not much fixmei 
concljade, that he had perverted the Niociosis 
of QqsA and III ; than that his finds were 
reaHy good, and he had only njfcalcnkted 
the Means for carrying them on ? 

I HAVE feen, andfbt believe have mod 
of my Readers^ a ftnpid Pfedant^ with a Face 
of great Sagacity, and fiill of Inference, 
martyt the ndicat& Liinbs imd yet more de* 
Iktf e Spirit of a lovely and Rightly Boy, 
the Comfort and Delight of his fond Parents, 

for 
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for na greater Trefbafs than mifconjc^atii^ 
a Verb, or perhaps iome little childiih Freak, 
owing to nothing, but pure Gaiety and Inno- 
cence. Should any one have asked the im- 
pregnable Dunce, what he meant by chafti- 
iing a trivial Fault with fo much Brutality/ 
I make no queftion, but he would immedi- 
ately have trump'd up his Authority, and 
urged the neceOity he was under to make 
ibme fevere Examples, that he might keep 
his unruly Difciples in order. This, per- 
haps, might pais for once or twice : But if 
we faw him continue ftill the fame whohjbm 
Severities^ and found in him a marvellous 
promptitude to exert his dear Authority on 
all occafions, (hould we not begin to tnink, 
that the Love of it had engroded the whole 
Man, and was become his governing Paffion ? 
Or ihould we rather beUeve the gloomy 
Fellow's fair Profeifions^ and, in contradic- 
tion to all our Senies, when we fee him take 
iiich delight in the Exercife, and repeat it fo 
conftantly^ fondly imagine, that he diftributed 
his Birch and Blows with {o much imnetuo- 
fity out of perfed; good-will and tenaernefs 
to the poor Innocent he had under cor- 
re<%ion ? 

' CredM Jud£us ApeUa. 

To apply thefe Obfervations to the Cafe 
in hand. Can any tiling be a (Ironger evi- 
dence 
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dence of a perverted Difoofition, and of the 
utter extinaioo of thoie Original Ideas of 
Goodnels which the Divine Being has im- 
planted in us, than fiich a Temper as con- 
ceives the highdl Indignation ^ainft Men 
-for doing wha^ is not only lawM and inno- 
cent, but their. Duty? : For furely nothing 
can be more a Dkity, than that which it is 
mterly inH)offible for a Man.qot to do, as 
is the cafe in believing, which it is in na 
Man's, power to command contrary to Evir 
dence. And where the things in diebate are 
of httle importance to Mankind, as thoie 
generally have been which have railed the 
greateft Confufipns in the Chriftian World, 
it is plain, that as. the Foundation for it i^ 
lefs, the AntifMUhy againft Men on account 
of their difiering from us in iiich Points is 
itili the more criminal and vicious. Let 
Men pretend what they will, when we fee 
them treat one another as if they were wild 
Beafts, we cannot help thinking, that they 
muft look on thofe to whom they give 
iuch Ufagb with Refentment and Anger; 
and on themfelves as a Kact of more perfe(3: 
and excellent Beings, who ought to bear 
Rule, and exercile Dominion in the Earth. 
A Spirit diametrically oppofite to that di- 
vine Principle of chriftian Charity, which 
as it thinketh no evil^ fb neither is it at any 
tvaxt j[>ufed up. 
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I KNOW, the HoQout of God is v£wMf 
bcooghc ia to jxAify Penalties and Pains itt 
A&an. of Rdigkn. Buc tbis mends the 
matter very little ^ finoe it proceeds on a 
ioppofidfoii, that the Author of all Goodni^ 
is i\AjeA to the fame lffi()Oteiice of Paflioxt ' 
and Refentaent that we ate, and that be 
weighs Mens Ofiencies not accorcfii^ to tb^ 
real Moment, . hot according to om vrtt^ 
and foclifii Prejudices coaceraiog- them. 
And tho Men may alledge, they have love^ 
Ideas of &di a Being, iris oot co&cetva^ 
bow they can bare true and jirfl Ides^ of 
l.OTeiiae£i, when tbey afcribe It to fo modi 
Imperfedtioo ; or how a- Temper fermed oa. 
fiich Notions ctf Goodaeft, eaa be as^ other,; 
ta SuBt, than evil and malitflottSi 

lam, SIR, 

"tour very bumbk Ser^duty 

HlBEKMlCV^ 






N?S»f. 
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H° p6. Saturday, January z^.i-jie. 

To the A u T H o R of tte 13uklm JaurnaL 

Ecdem faro uttmur prindfams & liber t as . P x i K . 

SIR. 

• . • . 

jY Thoughtt on the Subjcd: of 
iaft Satwday's Paper bwe bcea 
very agreeably diverted by cbc 
Pera&l of bis Majefty's mem gra^ 
cfous Speech, at the <xpentog of- 
the Of efeut SefOoa of the Britijh ParKameot^ 
1 believe there are few People who have right* 
Notions of the Safety and Happinefs of tbck 
Cotmtry, of the true Intcreft i:^i Europe, ot 
of the jqfl: Rigl^sand Liberties of Mankind, . 
bttt what have conceived at once the higheft 
degree of Pleaftire and Refcntment upon this 
Occafion ; on the 6nc hand, from his Ma- 
jcfty^s tender Ore and Concern for thofe va- 
luable Interefts, and on the Y>ther, from the 
Difcovery of thofe pernicious Contrivances, 
which have, for fome time pad, been carry^ 
iog on both at home and abroad againfl: them. 
Such Sentiments, delivered from the Throne 
of Gre^ Britain^ cannot but give Life and 
Vigour to the Reiblutions of a brave and free 
People, agaioft the Attempts of any ambiti- 
I ous 
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ous aod ill-advifed Princes, who would im- 
pole Popery and Slavery qpon them, and ex- 
poft DO ieis Reward for their fb doing, than 
thofc Parts of the Britijh Dominions, which 
are not only the Trophies of the Deliverance 
of Europe by their vidorious Arms, but the 
principal Security they, have for the peace- 
able Enjoyment of thofe Advantages in Trade 
and Commerce^ which they purchaled by their 
Services in the common Caufe, at a vaft ex- 
pence both of Blood and Titafure. 

But whatever Refledions the King's 
Speech may liiggeft to Pohticians, with re- 
iped to the prelent Face of AfFairs, as they 
are the proper Buiinefs of wifer Heads, to . 
they are not of liich lading Ufe and Influ- 
ence, notwithftanding their prefent Impor- 
tance, as thofe which arile from his Ma- 
jefty's gracious and condefcending Man- 
ner of communicating the . Pofture of the 
pubUck AfiairSy and his own Sentiments 
upon them, to his People, The Ef{e(Ss 
hereof will, in all probability, laft to lateft 
Pofterity ; aod be felt when the Commo- 
tions which gave rife to thofe ExpreflTons of 
Royal Care and Goodnefs, (hall only be pon- 
fidered as a little Difturbance in the World^ 
of no other confequence than to gratify the 
Tafte of fuch as are curious to know the 
Tranfadions of former Ages. It is not the 
bare Relation of Battles and Siqges, of Conn* 
tries laid defolate, and vaft iNJumbers of Man- 
kind dcftroyed, however proper thefe arc 
3 \ to 
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to be recorded, which , make up the truly 
entertaining and ufeftil Part of Hiftory. The 
Inftitutions of wife States and Lawgivers, 
the prudent Admintftrations of good and 
juft Kings, their Polides to prevent the Inr 
croachments of their covetous and afpiring 
Neighbours, and their fatherjy Care to pro- 
vide for the Happjoiels of their People, by the 
enading of wholefbm Laws, and the due and 
impartial Diftribution of Juftice, are, the chief 
Things which make Hiftory a bcneficiai Study 
to Mankind ; Inftances of theie being of con« 
ftant ufe in "all Times «id all Places : whereas 
the Memorials of warlike Proceedings can 
. only be fcrviceable in troublefome Times^ 
and upon emergent Occafions. 

It muft give every honeft Heart a particu- 
lar Pleafore to think, that we live under a 
Conftitution which lays our Kings under a 
happy Incapacity of carrying on any great 
Deugn, without having an Intercourfe with 
their People : And how muft it heighten that 
Pleafure, when the Genius of a King is agree- 
able to that Conftitution ? The Wilcfom of 
our Anoeftors gave us the firft j and whoever, 
without going farther back, reads his Maje- 
fty's Speech, muft be convinced, that the laft 
is our peduliar Happinefs at prefent : by which 
mean^ the Example of the one ftrengthning 
the Fences of the other, we have the delighc- 
fhl proiped that this Harmony in our Govern- 
ment ih^U be perpetuated to all Generations. 
But ftich, for the moft part, is the perverfe- 
V0I.U Bb nefs 
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neis of Mens Minds, that they feldom know 
ihe Value ofthe Bleffings they enjoy, till tbcy 
feel the wane of thera : In the abfence of 
^ickncfe and Famine, they refled very little on 
the great Advantages of Health and Pleniy 5 
the thefe ase indeed the principal Comforts ia 
Life, without which all the reft would not 
only lofe their ReRfli, but their very Bdn^ 
So, I doubt not, but there are fome, who 
for want of eoofidering the Circomflances of 
other Nations at prefedt, and ©orfelves in 
former Times, think it perhaps a light, thing 
for a People to receive fo mady Marks of 
Af}b<ftton and Confidence ftom the Throne. 
But if we will take the pains to look a littte 
backwards, we fcall find a quite different 
Afpe^t of Things, and be the better enabled 
to enjoy the delightful Scene arifiog ottt of 
the prefent Fbrm of Afl^irS. 

Parliaments haye indeed been held ia 
all Ages the Great Council of the Nariiin, 
and the King's beft and truefl A<lvifcrs. 
Our greate^ and Wifeft Pirinces have been 
fenfible of this, and never failed makMg them> 
felves happy and glorious?, by fteddity paffc- 
ing a Maxiiii founded on the very Natiwe <A 
our Conf^itution. The Neceffity of it is fo 
plain andl obvious, that thofe who have the 
fcaft acquaintance with oar Gover^ttieEyt can- 
not avoid feeing it. Foreigners ha^ bwii 
able to perceive it, a» welt m ourfelvcs. A 
great and eminent Statefman informs o^, tiMC 
he once was in ConverfeticHi with a J^lvn^ 
4 Gto^ 
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Gentlemaa, who orerred, with an Oath^ 
that * A King' of England^ \?ho wot^Id be 
< the Mao of bis People, was the greatcft 

* JCio^-iia the World; but if he would be 

* any thing, mor^, he was nothing at all/ 
Yet, notwithflanding the evfdeat Advantages 
of fiich a Condddl, many of our Princes have 
l)eefiL fb ill a^ifed as to fall in with Meas 
fiires; ^tdHsf oppo(fitc^ ; aod to give theit 
PirfannAnts fiioh Treatment, as mud make 
usafiianed of -oodelves, if we felt not the 
iiighefli Scnfe of Joy and Thanfcfbteefs for the 
different and graciotis Ufage to which we are 
nowaccu^med. 

It is not mocbr more than a Century fince 
we had a Monarch, who having been nurtur- 
ed with gifeat Care, and imbibed much Erudi- 
tion ill his earfy Years, imagined ht had more 
WifloDft, as well: as more Authority, than all 
his People pat tc^then For this realbn, he 
al^ajrs thought it an Incroachment on both, 
whendvcr his Parliaments took the Liberty of 
vc^K£kxK!L^ the Ardua Regni, which he confi- 
dered as^a Pnovmce referved to himfeJf. Some 
lidtk Aflairs, indeed, he pern^tted them to 
take cognifance of; but if they tranfgreflcd 
tbofe Bounds, he was lure ta rebuke them, 
ibmetim^ from Serif ture^ but oftner from 
Suarez^ Beiii&[a profiound Adept in Ze^^/Vj-, 
and MePaphy^s, he regafrded their Proceed- 
\n^ niore as they confifted with the Forms 
ef Alimentation,* than aS tb«y were agree- 
^ioAzto che Intereft or Inclinations of his Peo- 

B b 2 pie ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



371 HiBfiRNicus'i Letters. 

pl^; aod therefore, when they were cont- 
plaining of Grievances, he would voucbfafe 
to inform them, that all their humble Pro- 
feflions of Loyalty were nothing elfe but ^ 
Trotejiatio amtrarta fa€io \ and inftr ud them^ 
how ill they had argued, a bene divifis ad 
tnale conjunha. Theife were when the Mo^ 
narch was in high g^d Humour ; and were 
CO be looked upon ^ particular Strains of 
Familiarity and Condelcenfion. At other 
times he would adume a flM>re lofty Tone and 
Gedure^ and deliver his royal Admonitions ia 
the folio wisg Language ; which, God be 
praifed, fmce the late happy . Revolution, 
would found a little extraordinary in the 
Ears of a J5r/>/^ Senate. . 
^THESE are unfit Th^gs to be handled 

* in Parliament, except your King ihould re- " 

* quire it of you ; For who can have Wildom 

* to judge of Things of that nature, but (iich 

* as are daily acquainted with the Particulars 
' of Treaties, and of the variable and fixed 
^Connexion of Afiairs of State, tocher 
^ with the Knowledge of the fecrct Ways, 
^ Ends, and Intentions of Princes in their fe* 
^ veral Negotiations? other wife a fmall tsa^ 
^ lining of Matters of this nature, may pro- 
^ duce more Effedls than can be imagined: 

* And therefore, Ne Sutor ultra crefidam! 

The Son and.SuccefTor of this Pridce^ 
tho not fo great a Praender to ScoolarflMp, 
yet upon all occafions ibewed himfelf noios 
inclined to tutor and difcipline his Partiaments;. 

What 
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What Severities "he exetcifed in the Courfe of 
lUsDifcipline, by iniprilbning. and other wife 
punilhing the Members of both Hoafes, for 
doing the only Bufinefs Men have there, 
i^caking their Sentiments of the Publick 
Affairs, I ihall let pafs ; fince I am now on- 
ly confidcring the Manner of a Prince's ex- 
pfdfing Bis Sentiments to his People. And 
thai might prefect my Reader with mapy 
Inflances of this Princess Behaviour in this 
point, I (ball only - trouble him with one,, 
which may. fcwe inftead of a thoufand. 
^ Remember, that Parliaments are al- 

* together in my Pov^er for their CaUing, 
^Sitting, 4ind Didblution; therefore, as I 

• find the Fruits of them good or evil, they 

< arc to continue, or N O T T O BE: And 

* remember, that if in this Time, inftead of 

♦ mending your Errors, by Delay you perfift 
•: in your Errors, you make them greater and 

< irreconcilable/ 

The two (ucceeding Reigns would furnilh 
us with yet more glaring InftanCes of this ar- 
bitrary and difdaihful Spirit, were it agreeable 
to lopk into the Mifcarriages and WeaknefTes 
of former Times, In general, we may ven- 
tarc td affirm, that tboie Princes always 
created their Parliaments en Maitre^ and af- 
iembkd them rather to lay their abfolute 
Commands upon them» than to take their 
Advice and Affiftance. And if at any time, 
Lave to their Country prompted them to 
r9p€€kot the ill Stiate of the Nation, and the 
i P b J Gyievanccs 
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coodaorly^ rdeDCed ^s m IfK^qactopiciue: ob 
the Prerogativp, «id aij AfftQW oa their i&e- 
vereigp. By which ipe^ipsth^ Mio^ofthi^. 
People wqe fiUed with <?«>i»Miuftl AppntlicuT 
fions aQc) Slorrow, the Pubiiei^ Counfe^siwttli 
Diibrder aqd Copfufiofli^ afid the wbolr Nai^ 
tioo with Fadioo and^DCc^sreot ; cfli gc laft, 
no Icynger able to be^ fa heavy a &srlkii^ 
they were obliged to hfrvp tecoiirfe to Jhci 
lafl Rpmedy, ^nd ^p .^xe^t .the Po^etiGiod 
had put inftp theit 1hJI# f<H ^^beir, own.Dtolit 
vcrance. : / • • 

Hpw b^ppy tbep at^ W9. in a Monamfaf 
who treats h^s PeppJ? mon fo diffident .a 
Footing; and without dfoaiins tberDi^Sy 
of a Sovereign, fhews them ail theMiUnds 
and Condefceniion of a Father ? Haviog no 
Defigos im for the Qood of his People^ ami 
the commoa Safety of JSun/e, he lays before 
them the whole State of his Af{aits. and de- 
iires i:hem tp concept wi(b bim the beft Mea- 
fujes fpr th« WeL&ie and Hoaotrr^ of: their 
vC<»iQtry, j^$ bis 3ub^c(3:8 . are a Nation. of 
Froeme% a^^ bis PadiMoeiit a Cotmcil com- 
Dofeid of ]Vlen of Knowledge and Experiem:e, 
lie dogs not make his mere Will and Plea- 
fore tjie Rule of ^eir AfSiions, but esctcos 
them to theii: D»ty by juft and proper Aiga^ 
pients, drawa frpin tbeir own Incei?eft^ raod 
the Hanpinefsi qf thofe they reprefent, and 
with wboie fi^ in^portant Concesus tkey 
9W intruded. Tbis ift a^fig like Ood biuh 

' • m 
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felf, who having made Men realbnable Crea- 
turc$> in his dwn Liktnds, governs x\mn by 
no Laws but what ^re agreeable to the Rea- 
ioxi he has given them, and hqve a natural 
tendency to make their Lives comfortable 
and happy. J will add too, that this is the 
beft and wifeft Art of Government, and the 
true Secret of making a great and glorious 
King, as well as a happy and flourilhing 
People. At leaft I am convinced, there is 
no Proteftant can read fo many Esrprfeflions 
of his^ Majefty^s Gobdnefs, without the 
higheft Refentment of the Indignities of- 
fered to his Sovereign, as well aS of the 
Dangers \vhich thfeatfen his -Country ; efpe- 
cially 'wlieii jprefTcd w$fh ftich powerful Con* 
fiddratioiiS ds thofe t^irh whicn I ihaif con* 
elude this Letter. ' i 

* If ^efet'ving a dtifc Ballifioc of Power 
*in Europe ; if defending the Poffeffions 6f 

* f hfe Crown of Great Britain^ of infinite 
'Advantage and Security to our Tfade and 
^ Commerce ; if fiipporting that Tride and 
^ Commerce againft dangerous and ttnlawM 

* Incroachments ; and if the prefect Eftiblife- 

* ment, the Religion, Liberties, afid Propei*- 

* ties of a Pf oteitant People, are any longec 

* Confiderations woi-thy of the Care and At- 
^ tention of a Britifl? Parlianient, I need fay 

* no more to incite niy loyal and faithM 

* Houfes of Parliament to exert tb6«tfiflves in 

* the Deftnce of dltlirft Id deaf afld takidbk to 

Bb4 N2 5>7. 
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N^ 97. Saturday, February n, 1726-7. 

To HiBERNICUS. 

O exeaaUe Sony fo to afpire • 

Above his Brethren^ to himfelf ajfuming 

jiuthofity ufurpty from God pot given, M i l t if • 

> you have in all your publick 
ObferVatioQS diicovercd a {incer^ 
Fricndfliip to the Caufe of Liber- 
ty, fo I will not trouble you wit|i 
any Apology for this Letter. I 
idarenot pretend to add any thiog of mine to 
the many excellent Writings we have on that 
important Subjed: from the beft and gr^ateft 
Men. But there is 9 Fault we are apt to <x)m* 
mit in relation to it, which cannot have efca* 
ped your notice : We can read and hear thefe 
Diicourfes with a wonderful indifference. Wc 
can, even while we enjoy the immediate Ble£> 
iings which flow from Fr^^^dom* reflect on the 
reft of our Kind, who are denied them^with In- 
fenfibility, as if they had lefs right to.that 
privilege of Nature than ourfelvcs. For this 
riealbn I have always thought, that a naked 
^eprefeotiation of the Miieries fooni) in all 
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ablblute Governments, would be of great 
ufe to awaken in us thofe noble ^nd gene- 
rous Sentiments of Humanity, which wc 
pught to indulge on this Occaiion. When 
we travel in thofe unhappy Countries, the 
Magni^cence.of their Courts, or the natural 
Beauties of the Soil and Climate, throw a 
Varnifli over the Face of Things ; but whea 
we/ read their Hiftory, and fee rations de* 
populated apd impoverifhed by the Ambitic»t 
and Pride of their Princes, we ihould learn 
to value Liberty as it deferves. : * 

When we confider thofe Nations of Eu- 
rope which lie^ near us, we do not indeed find 
tht diflerence fb fenfibly : Their Princes, by 
<confidering the Advantages the free States 
Jiave over them in point of People and 
Riches, find it neceffary not to extend their 
Power to any high or extravagant degrees. 
Thus in France ^xld Sfain^ Trade and Manu- 
fadures are encouraged, with a politieal 
View, that the mifcrable Subjects may not 
(ink under the Weight of their Taxes and 
Gabels. But if we would fee the Efle<as of 
arbitrary and unlinuted Power in its true 
Colours, let us view it in Afia and Africa. 
In the former, what once fruitful Fields has 
it converted intoDefarts? What oncefiourifli- 
ing Cities laid in Ruins, and like a Pdli* 
trace, blafted the Face of the vifibleCrea^ 
lion ? 
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I HAVE been led mto thefe Thoughts by 
fcadiog the Voy^es of Sir Joim Chsrdm 
mto '^Ferfia. As^ was a Traveller of more 
than ordinary Corioficy and UDderft&adiog, 
and had paiticidar Oppoitutucies of i&fbrm« 
tog fain^df ^as cto their Goternmcnt^ fi> 1 
h<^e it will not be di&greeable, if out of 
suny Ad^eimiies which hap|)ieiied dufitig fats 
ftay at th^'Codrt in 1^7 3 v t-^ive ybu tw^ 
temaricahleoogs^ which i b«re^bridg«d froitt 
himt and im which I refer the curious to -the 
Author's larger* Accounn^ ' ^ 

JOZ.irM^i^bad)tiftiben afcc^edthe 
Srhrdney O^andfon to ^^^ the Great, «a- 
dcr whof& Govc^nme^t ^^rfid fkft began «d 
flooriih-^iii ebtomttrce: '4<e-Was after ^ 
baft era )»anner, upoQ th^ De«th of his f »- 
ther LdfA^M lil tak^ one of the S^raglio^ 
wher^'helMd.ipent his Time in Indolence and 
Ignoraikey and advanced t40 the Throve. ' He 
foonifajrer ad' tidboitniil^ le^tffe to his P^^^ns 
and pe^res ; ^nd the (ble nfehe Inade-ofhis 
new Powir, ^was to indiMge himlelf in all the 
Excefler of^Debauchttry ^tod Ouelty; He 
w^ for ever drunk, and ^mmittiog feme 
Albion 'either bafe or ibfhifffianJ Ank)^ 
many Inilati^ces of his cli^ricioiis Tyranny^ 
the foilcm^ingis mod retiiark^le> which fetves 
not onl3rto Ihew the deplorable Cpn^ibo ^ 
theix^Doinoci IPbopk n^def &ch ^rinces^ bat 
even of thole who have the misfortune t»»fe 
their Minions, and Inflruments of their Cm- 
felty. 

SEFh 
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•V SE-PLCCfVLlCAN was a^ Lord of great 
M9K&, -oil whom he had conferred mafty 
M^rks of his Favoulr. He \\i& gtvtn him the 
6ov€rnment of " the greater Arpttnia \ \A% 
t-wo Sons were Favourites at^ Court, and 
two of hts Daughter* were in the Royal S6. 
«agliol A Fatoilylb deferViKg'and fo ho- 
i^dttri^d, feemediecure from Ftirtune ; ycif 
ii:4iafipefied othitwife. 'The Armenian Pi- 
t»ai^ch had a Di%ite with "tfie idiVetniW 
abdiit. nailing a ^a^X, which Wa«r laid^ on th'S 
ChfllliiHis of that -Cddntry for the payment 
of' teisDebtis. '■ Thd'-Gdverntoif^harf. appointed 
Cdingilflrioneis ^to' levy ^WTik \ this i:h^ 
Pati-iifcb bppol^d, Afiftitig^^-that'ffeice t\k 
Moiiey was fo he^&pt)lied <o Ms'tHe, fife 
ought to a^poiqt - ibe Rcceivfef £P: ^and stccu*- 
^ngthe Governor 'of a befigtj" of' ithbeMling 
the Contribupiod^, the Affdir #a* eaVrittH to 
Court, whither the Patriarch We6t in Perfi:^ 
to 'demand Relief, and proidur^d (eVeral '6F 
his Countrymen to accompahyliim, and aci 
cording to C&ftom, to fcek for Juftice, by 
loud Cries befbr6 the Palace-Cate. His Dei 
fign fucceeded. Notwithftanding the Go- 
vernor's great Power and Intereffll at Court, 
the People were heard, and their Petition 
received, by the King's Order, M the prc- 
fnjce of the whble Court. 

Thb GoveTnoi?'s two Sons fteard their 
Father's Oppr^on' and Injuftice reprclcntca 
with great i^ravations, with all the Pride 
Md IncfignatliJn nettiral to haughty Favou- 

litcs. 
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tius. Wheo the Kiog had hean] the Re* 

2ue(l, he called the eldell add told hiin>* 
fave I not charged you ifi my Name to write 
to your Father to treat My Subjects witk- 
Moderation ? Have you negle£ied wy Com^ 
mands ? Or does he de^f/e them ? • The? 
Favonrite .humbly endeavoured to excufc his 
Father and hkofelf, with which the Kihg 
(eemed fatisfied and retired.- The. Coqrt: 
broke op immediately ; and ths youbgeft of 
the Brothersr, called Nejk-Alikec, going oiit 
of the Palace, met levcral of th^ PetitiOttef^S 
fit the Gate. la his In^efjtps aud Paffioa he 
firft dxifed them, which: thqy .iieturnlng Wa 
Men ii¥ defpair,^ hjis Keifenonent ; iaoi^ied; 
and hoflrnck thofe who- were neareft with 
bis Caaer; and. they fefifting, he drew his. 
Sabre, and continued his JRa^e in adaolting 
them, tho without wounding aoy. The poor 
Wretches, thus reduced to:(he lad extrenu- 
ty, renewed their Cries, and complained 
that their Fate was Infuppprtable ; Jince be- 
ing come to fiek Redrefs from the violence 
of the Father y who had taken their Fortunes^ 
they were expofed to the Rage and Malice 
of the Sons, who /ought their Lives. Thefe 
Exclamations became at length fo loud, that 
they reached the King, who being informed 
what had occafioned them, commanded that 
the Ofiender Ihould lofe his Arm. As foon 
as it was executed, he retired into the S^ 
raglio^ where the News of the Favourite's 
S^fsfortuaes fooa refu:h^ the Ears of bis 
^ ^ Sifters, 
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' Sifters. As the Fait Sex in thofc CoantfieS 
indulgb their P^fiions in a more yiolcnt de« 
greethan with lis; fb one of the(e Ladies tranl* 
ported ^ with Grief and Paiiion, flew to the 
King, and in the Violence of her Rage, not 
only loaded him with the bittereft Reproach- 
es, but attempted to fhow her Revenge by 
Adiohs ; which the Barbarian returned by 
ordering her to be burnt alive, which was 
executed on the Spot. 

Thus begm the Misfortunes of. the Fa- 
mily, which hoMrever did not as yet reach 
the Governor. Soon after the Court went 
from the Capital to Casbin. While it ftaid 
there, as the King was diverting himfelf one 
day with feeing the Troop of Women-Dan- 
cers who attended the Court, be ifitfTed one 
of them, who had been his Favourite. Upon 
inquiring for her, he was told flie was left 
behind at IJpahan^ on account of Indif|>o{i* 
tion. He ordered ihe fliouid be lent for^ 
and when (be came, he asked the Realbn of 
her ftay ; flie anfwered, She Imd been ill. 
He demanded what had cured her ? She 
anfwered, JVine\ The King being fuipicious^ 
commanded her to tell him where jhe had 
drank it ? She told him, with Nefir-Alibec. ' 
This inflamed the King, and enraged that a 
di%raced Favourite fhould dare to rival him 
in his Pleafiires, he commanded he Ihould be 
impriibned, his Goods confifcated, and his 
Seraglio firft expofed to publick View, and 
then fold. The great Steward, one of the 

moft 
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moSt coofHkrAble E»Qii6bl tb the Pakc^^ 
flriviog CO mici|^ce €h« Royal Ai^et, Iras 
immcdmfly flead alive. Ocdei^ wcfc imoie* 
diaciely difpatch^d for Sef-CauHcan's IXiffwst 
aad lAipnofimeiri;. Nm very lotiig aftef fat 
wasieftoR4 ^^ Nefir^-j^kec bis Son was. 
tMTOUgbt to'Couft by the Kisig's Ocdcr with 
great Ma^ifkencd Tbe Ki^ pabtidyy 
eatefled bim, gave bim a Haaud of QoM 
enameird, adorned with Bin^ M the Vafats 
of 5o,Qpo Crowns, and prooiifed him not 
only his peif>eciial Favour, bot aiib ailiit^ 
him he would ttcvM pr^ Igm to drtoi^ wicSi 
him. All f htt Court ftrove tt> gaiti tb: yoing 
Favourite, by Prefeutsaod SaboMfiions: yet 
iB four fpowhE^ be w«s agato baniflied fc^ 
leHiftng to debauch vtieh chb Kk^, who^ con* 
tinualiy iiupoi^tuQed hi». Thus &r Sic J ohm 
Chart's Account. Fiom the feme Authpt 
I flidl add one Adveuave more triigica^, 
which happeued about the fimie tin^ to ano^ 
thee coouderable Pecfon of that Court. 

From Cas^m chd Court went to pafe chd 
Winter in ffyreania. A Gkliet was^ one 
evening afi work, mendtng the Windows of 
an Apartment beloaging to the Queon^Mo^ 
ther. Tho the Siiow add Froflf wc^ then 
very fevere, yet he boiibft wrooght himfirliC 
and encouraged bis Meti.te Mpoik with grclit 
applicatidn. The King paffins by, ffbp'Sdtor 
obferve him ; ^^ feeing him to difigeati, jws^ 
trembling With Cold, called £)r him, took; i^ 
his own Robe» which was of ZibelimPf ^oA 

put 
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pi|^ it CD diie i[rti&Q :' Thus w^s^his Fortune 
n^de. He was .theoce coodudod to the 
^athi p€iAua€d;^ ncbly habited^ and broi^bc 
to hMs the King's^ V^eoXt who beflow'd on hint 
a coafukrabk Pod, and 200,000 Crowns in 
l.and9 and Money. 

T »E fame night she King djrank hard with 
fome of his {M^incipal Courtiers, among the 
T^ Cci/rou-Can, Governor of Hyrcaniay and 
General of the Mufqueteers, a Lord of grcac 
Coorage and Generofity, and much beloved 
by the King. Id the heat of Wine, the Ge-^ 
nfr^l addcelsfd the Piince thus : W^ill your 
Maj^Jly aUowytmrSlarue a moment's hearing I 
Ths Troop Im here incamfed in the Cold^ 
and 0re but ill provided for. Would it not 
ka^ve bembettevto Iwuegivm 200,000 Crowns^ 
amoHgJi'them^ t^n to a foor Trade/man^ 
to whom 100 ^ifioks had been a Treajiire ? 
The Kingf dsuak as^ he was, fhew^d, by his 
Looks, he difpro¥^'d the Liberty of the Ge-* 
nerd's Qiiefiioii, } who oblervin^. the dai^ec 
whicjk thceatiM^ Ifi^ fjpll at his feet, and 
implored his Miefcy. The King noie, and 
threw himfelf on a Pile of CtiflSons, wbeie 
he lell. afleep, and the General in a Uttle time 
reticU When the King awofce, he renewed 
the Debauch,, and ordered them to fill ca 
CaJro^Can, but wa$ inlormed he was gone« 
The Kii^ enraged at his abience, order'd 
ManfiurCan to go and fetch him his Head, 
ic is. the Cuftom, ,wlwn fuch Orders are gi- 
ven by the King ^ drink, for the Court to 

inter* 
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intercede. Bat the Geoeral's ill Fortune pre* 
vail'd, and no one appeared for faim. Moh^ 
Jour-Can, accompany'd by a Slave to perform 
the E3cecution, went to the General's Palace^ 
and demanded to fee him from the King. 
The unhappy Lord appearing, he told him : 
The King fends me far your Head ; throw 
jourjelf on the Ground. Hetcply'd, / am 
ready to obey ; hut as I am innocent ^ I can't 
bglieve the King is refolved on my T>eath : 
Allow me time for my Trayers. The other 
full of triumphant Malice deny'd his reqaeft, 
and ordered the Slave to perform his Com- 
mands. Scarce was the bloody Execution 
tinifh'd, when a MeHTenger arrived from the 
King, who was grown more fober, with a 
Counter-order. The Monarch expre/Tcd 
much concern for his Death, and rcjprovM 
Manfour-Can for his cruel Diligence. 

I HAVE chofen thefc two out of many 
Inftances of that young Monarch's capricious 
Barbarity, which are to be met with in that 
Author : they are, I think, plain Evidences 
of how little fignificance to the Happineis 
of their Pofleflbrs, cither the Virtues of the 
Mind, or the good Qualities of the Body, 
or the Goods of Fortune are under ftich Go- 
vernments ; nay, rather, bow often thofc 
Advantages only ierve to expoie them to 
greater Misfortunes. Their Lives and El^ 
rates are at the mercy of a Tyrant, nursed * 
up in Pride, Vice, and Cruelty ; whoknovv» 
no pieafure^ but the full Gratifications of a 

wanton 
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WaDtx^Q Appetite ; and has no bounds to his 
Power but his Caprice. They are tai^ht by 
their Reh'gion an implicit Suhmiffion to his 
Will ; and he is by his Education tai^ht to 
condder them» as Creatures made for his Ufe 
and Pleafure. Thus he can wantonly iport 
with the Miferies of his SubjoSs, as if they 
wete Beings of an inferior kind. TheJtoyal^ 
Savage can behold Beauty and limocehce^ 
and Virtue in diftrefe, with an infenftble 
Heart ; and glory in Adlions, for which a 
Mortal of inferior quality would be juftly 
puniihed with Torments and Death. 

My Lord Mole/worth, in his excellent 
Prefece to the Account of "Denmark^ has 
oblervM, that Liberty, like Health, is i 
BJeUing we never fo truly value, as when we 
feel its lols. I wifh we 'may never have fuch 
an Occadon of being taught its Worth* It 
will be to every good and worthy Mind in- 
citement enough to cherifli and increale the 
love of Liberty, to reflecS on the Condition 
of thofe Nations which Want it ibofl. Such a 
Confideration repeated often, would ftrcngth- 
en that glorious Principle. The power of 
Humanity and Benevolence would rife upon 
us, and teach us not only to efleem our 
Conflitutioti as wc oughts but to wi/h our 
whole Species fi-ee and happy as ourfelves. 
Till we come to this point, our Zeal for' 
Liberty is imperfeA. We often pray for the . 

{propagation of Chriflianity ; and yet of how 
ittle ufe would that be to a People who were 
Vol. II. C c not 
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not irfce ? Let us el^n joia to it our Wifliesi 
thdt tbde two iovaluable Blefliugs may ga 
toother, and thi^ with a Religioo which is 
idelf Freedom, the whole Race of Maakiud 
may be reftored to that Liberty which is- 
tbcic undoubted natatai Right, which they 
may be robbM of» but can aever forfeit ; and 
the \£& of which can never be made up by 
ajl the other Advantages they c^ pombly 
en^y. . 

I am your very hundnle Servant y 

J.M. 



'''C}n^^m^' 



N^ 98. Saturday, February 18, 172(5-7. 



To the AuT HO R of the T^ubUn JournaL 



'Jufque datum fideru- 



LUCAN. 



SIK 

H A V £3 in a former Piiper, coa- 
iidered the Spirit of Perfecutioo, 
as a Temper of the Mind ; and 
endeavoured to ihew, from the 
manner in which it always makes 
*tts appearance, that it muft proceed either 
from a very ill-difpofed Heart, or eUe from 
a Head of iiich a lingular caft» as to miftake 
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the very Notions of Good and Evil, of 
Right and Wrong. If indeed Wrath and 
Violence be figns of a good Temper ; if a 
particular Warmth of Afledion for one fmall 
Sec9: of Men, and an uncoDquerable Averfioti 
to all the World bcfides, ipeak a Difpofitioi 
univerfally benevolent ; if it Ihews Pity and! 
Compaffion, to delight and rejoice in the 
Torments of others, and a generous difin- 
terefted Spirit, to believe every body un* 
ivprthy to live in this World, or to go any 
where in tha next but to a Place of everlaft- 
Ing fiur^iiDgs, who does not intirely agre<5 
with us in any certain Syftem of Specula- 
tion J If thefe things, I (ay, are confiftent, 
then what I have advanced is falfe aqd abfurd, 
and deferves to be anathematized among the 
worft and vileft of Herefies. But if hating 
Men without a juft Caufe be a Crime ; if it 
be Murder to knock out the Brains of our 
Fellow-Creatures, without any other Provo- 
cation, than their barely thinking contrary 
to what we think ; and if a Delight in pu- 
niihing Men, who have neither done, nor 
projCCTed any real Injury to us, or any body 
clle, be Cruelty and Injuftice ; then I muft 
remain of opinion, that Bigotry and Perfe- 
cution can owe their Original to nothing 
either rational, or amiable. 

I T is a faying of him who brought down 

the glorious News of Teace on Earthy and 

Good-will towards Men, that a Tree is hefi 

known by its Fruits. And therefore the 

C c 2 fureft 
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fiueft way to know what manner of Spirit 
they are of, who imagine it their daty to 
extirpate all who are not of the fame Faith 
with themfelves, will be to refledl a little 
on the Ways and Means, by which that 
godly T^ifiifline was firft eftabliftied in the 
World, and the Confequences which the Pro* 
pagation of it has had on the Welfare of 
Mankind. And if it ihall appear that this 
bleffed Plant is of fuch a naturet as to fafier 
no others to grow in its Neighbourhood, I 
hope every one will be convinced of the 
neceflity for having it hewn down, and caft 
into the Fire. 

The My fiery of Iniquity, for fo it was 
called by one of the politeft Gentlemen, as 
well as thebeft Men of the primitive Chri- 
idians, began very early to work among the 
ProfefTors of that Name. Among the Apo- 
files themfclves^ we find there were fbme, 
who had no higher Notions of the Kingdom 
of Chrifi, than of a mere temporal Sove« 
reignty,. which was to abfbrb all others into 
itfelf, and dazzle the whole World with its 
Splendor and Magnificence. In this King^ 
dom they all expe^ed to be made Miniflers 
of State ; and, like other ambitious Cour- 
tiers, were often quarrelling for the higheft 
Places and Preferments^ as who ihould fie 
on the Rights and who on the Left Hand 
of their Mafter in his Kingdom. Nor were 
they wanting, upon fbme occafions, to fhew 
bow ready they would have been to exercifp 

their 
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their Power to the utmoft, whenever it 
Ihould come into their hands. They won* 
dered, and feemed to take it ill too, that 
their Mafter did not call down Fire from 
Heaven on the unbelieving Samaritans. 
And fo little did they profit under the divine 
Inftrudions.and lovely Example of him they 
followed, that it does' not appear from the 
whole Hiftory of the Gofpel, they ever had 
entertained a right Notion of the Genius and 
Spirit of Chriftianity, till fome time after the 
Death of its Founder ; when partly by a mi- 
raculous Operation, and partly from a Senfe 
of their own Sufferings, they found how in- 
confiflent it was with the pure and peaceable 
Religion they profefTed, to devour and per- 
(ecute one another, on account of their dif- 
ferent Conceptions concerning it. 

Happy had it been for the World, had 
thole who have been called the Succeflbrs of 
thefe Men, made the like Ufe of the Seve- 
rities under which they fmarted, before Chri- 
ftianity became the prevailing Religion in 
the Roman Empire. But no (boner were 
they delivered from Perfecution themiclves, 
ancf favoured with the Countenance of Au- 
thority, than they began to exert the lame 
Spirit againft one another, and divided them- 
fclves into Parties, upon the moft trifling 
Debates ; whofe Hatred continued longer, 
and had much worfe Effeds, than the moft 
famous DiflTenfions which are to be met with 
in Hiftory. 

C c 3 One 
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O N E of the firft Conlequences of Perife-. 
cutiojci in the Cbriflian World was the Decay 
of pure aad geauinc Rehgion, by fetting up 
a ffaipiDg ^C3l\ fojr certain Tenets and Points 
of Speculation as the Tcft. of Chriftianity, 
rathei^ than a good and religions Life. The 
Heads of the feveral Sc&s^ io order to 
ftrengthen their Party, and gratify their Am- 
bition, were wont to indulge the Faults of 
their Followers, provided they continued 
firm in that Syftem of Belief which they 
didiated to them. The Queftion in debate 
was always the one thing neceffary ; and 
every thing elfe made to give way to it. A 
metaphyfical Nicety, or a certain Form of 
technical Terms, were the MarKs of Diftinc^^ 
tion, and the Badges either of Piety, or Ir- 
religion. This eat out the very Heart and 
Life of Chriftianity ; and let up the Mockery 
of Religion in its place. The Laity were 
over-run with Ignorance and Superftition ; 
and the C/eray with Pride and Luxury, All 
Ranks and Orders of Men were either en- 
gaged in the Confafions and Uproar of the 
leveral contending Parties, or afFcded by 
them. Every kind of Bufinels was made to 
give place to thefe Squabbles ; and the whole 
management of publick Affairs dire<fled to 
lupport the Intereft of this, or the other Or- 
thodox Party, without any regard to the 
general Good ; inibmuch that the greateft 
and moft flourifting Empire the World ever 
faw is reckoned to owe its Ruin, in a great 

me^ure» 
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fneafure, tp the Diibrders occafioued by this 
jneaas. Nor mi^ it be omitted, that the 
Propagation of Mabometi/m was very amch 
miEmO: of thefame Caufe; many Peribns 
who embraced it, at that time pubiickly de- 
claring, they had forfakea Chriltiaaity, pure- 
ly on account of the cruel and implacable 
^rit which reigned among its Followers. 

A T length, when Maccers were fiiiSciently 
fipened, and thofe who had kindled ^le 
Animofities among Chridians had gmocd thek 
point, k appeared wha»:' was the true Spring 
of all this mighty Zeal. The Stri^Ie was 
lor nothing but Power and Greatnefs. A 
SuccefHon of afptring Prelates at ^Rome, ta* 
king advantage of the Ablence and Weal^nefs 
of the Roman Emperors; had formed i Di^* 
iign of ered:ing a temporal as well: as iprri - 
tual Sovereignty in the Weftern Parts <>f Eu- 
rope. To carry on this Defign, 4t was ne- 
cefTary to fet themfetves up for the Subfli- 
tutes of Heav^, and their Decrees for the 
only true Standard both of Faith and Man- 
ners. The Confufions of thofe Times, and 
the universal Ignorance occafioaed by them, 
gaye them ail the Succeis they could pofiibly 
have defired. Mankind received their Yoke ; 
and for ibme Ages their Tyraany remained 
unrefifted and uncontroverred. They drain- 
ed the whole Wealth of the World into their 
own Coffers ; and while themlclves were 
wallowing in the mod fcandalous Luxury, 
were perpetually iflTuing out their pious De- 
C c ^ aees 
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crces for confioiDg the poor Laicv to Batter 
and Eggs» that they m^ht not have heart 
and courage enough to attempt the recovery 
of their Liberty. Th? Subje<as of the Na- 
i;ions who had fubmitted to this Bondage, 
were fleeced and beggafd at the pleafqre of 
their fpiritual Guides ; and their Princes ei- 
ther lulled afleep with Pilgrimages and Pe- 
nances, or employed on romantick Expedi- 
tions for extirpating Soldans and Sophies^ 
and recovering a whimfical Property in ^ 
Heap of old Ruins. This was to divert them 
firom looking into the Incroachments thole 
holy Fathers were making upon their Rights, 
and the Liberty of their Kingdoms. A Di- 
verfion, which occupied the Chriftian World 
for abolit a hundred and fifty Years ; depo- 
pulated the mofl; flourifliing Provinces of 
Eur of e^ and Afia\ and cofl the Lives of 
more brave apd gallant Men, than perhaps 
any other fingle Expedition we read of ip 
Jiiflory. 

Things continued in this State, till the 
revival of Letters ; at which time many Petr 
Ions beginning to think for themfelves, faw 
into the Abfurdity of fevcral Dodrines apd 
Ulages then in vogue ; and had the Virtue 
honcftly and boldly to attack ;hem. This 
was touching in a tender place : For as thofe 
Dod:rines and Ufages had op other Fpupda*. 
tion, than the Authority of what w^s called 
the Church, to arraign them was the iapie 
?hing \yith refi^lin^ th^t AQi:ho|:ity ; ^ 
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^nf^queDtly could not fail being made equal- 
ly criminal with High Treafon in a State. 
Thus Periecution came again into play. The 
Pretence was the Good of Mens Souls, and 
the Honour of God, which they afferted to be 
impaired by denying the edabliib'd Dodrines^ 
3ut that lofblence oi Power which thofe Pre* 
tenders always exercifed, and their lazy luxu* 
rious manner of living, made it evident, that 
their own Greatneis and Authority was the 
fole Mark they aim^d at, the Biafs of their 
whole Proceedings copflantly drawing that 
way. 

What then are Bigots, at the bed, but 
the Dupes of crafty and dedgning Men, who 
make them the fupports of their Tyranny 
and Oppreflion ? Well inclined Men may 
perhaps be drawn in to believe many things 
of great Importance to Salvation, which are 
pot io. But if they Ihall carry thisfo far, as 
to be cruel and rapacious in the maintenance 
of fuch Opinions, and conceive a fettled 
AverHon againft the Bulk of their Species for 
denying them, what can we think, but that 
they have degenerated from Human Nature 
into Brutes ? For whoever hates without a 
iiifficient Realbn, ari(ing either from unjufl: 
Treatment, or a known Perverfenels of Dif- 
poiition in the hateful Object, hates fi-om. 
Antipathy, as Brutes do ; and facrifices to 
the Animal that part of his Nature which is 
tl^e Manly, anc| the Divine. 

If 
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If we look into the prefent State of thofe 
Countries where Bigotry and Perfecution 
prevail, we ihall be dill farther convinced, 
that this is really the Cafe ; and that thefe 
Principles are always bailt on the Ruins of 
Humanity and Virtue. "Pure Religion and 
undefilei is a ftranger to their Gates, who 
are for dragging Men into what they call 
the true Faith. A blind Submiflion' to their 
Priefts, is made the Mark and Touchftone of 
the People's being in a State of Salvation. 
For this reafon they ftudy nothing but how 
to pleafe them, by giving up the Fruits of 
fheir Labour and Induftry into their hands, 
without regarding the Neceflities either of 
fheir Families, or Country. Profligate Men 
are hereby encouraged to the commi/Hon of 
the yAt^ and mod barbarous Crimes, upon 
f he hopes they arc ali to be atoned for by 
having a found Faiths and going thro* a 
Courle of foiritual Mummeries. The fre- 
quent Aflamnations and other Diforders^ 
which every day happen in Spain and Italy ^ 
are no doubt owing to this Caufe, elpecialiy 
when they fee the Dired:ors of their Confci- 
cnces fo openly and boldly give into the 
fame. Hence it alfb is, that there are more 
Banditti^ and publick Robbers in thofe 
Countries, th^n any where die in Europe ; 
it being almoft impoffible for Men of high 
Spirits to live eafily and comfortably there 
by any other Employment, unlefs they have 

ha(| 
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bad the good lack either to be born Prtncor, 
ox adopted into the Chwch* 

Need I add to all this, that Trade and 
Commerce^ Arts and Sciences^ always riie 
or faU in proportion as the Principles of 
Perfecutioii have kis or more Influence upOQ 
a Nation? This is a Conlequeoce wmcli 
h^ beea^o\yned by Bigots themfelves. I have 
leen a Treadle written by a Proceftant Hh^ 
vine* one who, called bimfelf fi> at leaft, 
wherein be lays it down as one of the Cani^ 
of the Decay of Religion in Enghndy tht 
great Increafe of Trade ; by means of wUch 
the Laity were grown fb rich and fb know^ 
ing, that they de^£bd the Admonitions of 
the Priefihood, and coniequentI)r were fiin& 
into Irreligion and Pro£ineiiefs. This was 
telling the World very plainly^ whtt he, and 
inch Men as he, would be at ; and that their 
Principles cannot but be deftriR9;ive to Trade 
and to Knowledge, fince they find Trade and 
Knowledge fo inconfiftent with the Propagai* 
tion of them. Bat indeed itw^ the m^tt 
Force of Truth extorted this Conceffion ; 
iince in all thofe Countries where Men enjoy 
the Liberty of their. Confcknces \xxsmsAt&^ 
we ihall conftantly find a vaft concotu^e of 
People, a perpetual huny of Btofinels ; aU 
the Signs of Weakh, Plenty, and Inbdufiry f 
the Looks of Men at once brightned up with 
Difpatch, and Chearfulnels ; and thde of a 
more elegant and foit turn of Genius impro- 
ving all thofe Arts which are either ufeful or 

, orna- 
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ornamental to Mankind Whereas in thofe 
States where Men are obliged by penal Laws 
to be of one Faith, and one Mind, there is 
little to be met with among the common 
People, but Barbarity and grofs Ignorance, 
joined with a ftupid Indolence and Inappe* 
cency to every Enjoyment in Life beyond 
Neceflity ; among the great ones perpetual 
Frolick and Debauchery ; and the Soil where- 
in they live, however bleft with all the Ad- 
vantages of Nature, every where wearing a 
Face of Poverty and Defblation, except about 
the Palaces of Princes, and the Retirements 
of the Clergy. 

I F we regard therefore our Country, or 
Mankind, i^ mud: think it our duty to re* 
fled often on thefe things, and by revolving 
che Evils of them in oOr Minds, enlarge our 
Thoughts with Sentiments of Humanity and 
Generofity for thole who differ from us ; 
fince by doing otherwife, beiides the Injury 
done to innocent Perfons at prefent, we ihail 
lay a Foundation for fb many .future Calami- 
ties to our Country and Pofterity ; which as 
other Nations opce as great and happy as we, 
could not prevent, fo neither can we hope 
to efcape, out by diicouraging all thofe ty- 
rannical and impofing Principles which havQ 
a tendency to bring them on. 



J am, SIR, Tours, dec. 
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N^9P. Saturday, March /^^ 17 25*7. 

To the Author of thz Dublin JournaL 
In nova fert animus^ t O V i d.' 

SIR. 

1 E N E R A L Satires^ and Refledlions 
on whole Societies of Men, made 
without any manner of diftindlion, 
have always been look'd upon, by 
Men of Senfe, as the Efleos rathec 
of Ill-nature than Judgment. For tho there 
may be, and generally are ill Men, and ridi- 
culous Cbara^ers in all Societies, and among 
all Ranks of People ; yet that ariles not from 
their being of this or the other Community, 
but from particular Failings, which would 
break out, and difcover themfelves in what- 
ever Station of Life the Perfbns fubje<9: to 
them ihould happen to be placed. 

Indeed it mud be owned, that MeQS 
Vices, or Follies will appear differently, ac- 
cording to the manner of their Education, 
or the refpeiftive Profeffion they follow; 
and fo form a diftind Charader either of Vil- 
lany, or Abliirdity. This weak Minds are 
very apt to miftake, and to imagine, that what 

only 
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only by accident heightens a Character, or 
gif cs it fome few peculiar diftinguilfaing Linea- 
ntents, either entirely conftitutes it, or at leaft 
^§ elTenrial to it. And bccaufe certain Cha- 
raders are only to be found in certain Prof 
fefllons, the witty Malice of fuch ill-judging 
Obfervers immediately runs away with the 
Notion, that all who are of thofe i^rofcflions 
mud of courfe be entitled to all the ill Charac- 
ters which are among them. Thus becaufe 
Pettifoggers and Quacks are kinds of Vermin 
peculiar to the Profeflions of Law and Phy- 
iick> how wonderfoUy arch are all your great 
Jokers« and Brightners of Converfation i^poa 
chofe Faculties, as if all the Oentlemen' be- 
kmgfng to them were a S€t of Cheats and 
Impoftors ? And yet it is certain, that ajl the 
Mirth raifed on this account is as unjuft as ic 
is ill-natured ; and that the Reproacrb^ or the 
Jcft, only lies againft the Mifcondud of par- 
ticular Peribns, who Woold have become the 
CM>jei^s of Satire^ had they belonged to any 
other Profeffion. The Pettifogger and the 
Quack would indeed have exchanged ibmr 
accidental Circunidances in their Chara^ers. 
had they happened to exchange their Manner 
of living ; but ft ill they wouldhive kept their 
original Deformities, and a<%ed, tho in a dif^ 
ferent Gefture and Air^ the Cheat and the Im- 
poftor. And lb may we conclude of every 
other Profeffion and Employment in Life* 

The SB general Refleoions^ being moftly 
the effed of Spleen and Di%u(l, rite io pro* 

portion. 
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portion, as the Peribos who make them have- 
been unfuccefsful in the purfuk of whatever 
they (Irongiy dedrcd, and fanfied they me- 
rited And as the Splcnetick are a ^ecie» 
that few People care for bamourin^ their 
Prejudices are continually growing upon them 
together with their Difappoiotmeots, and ga- 
thering new matter of Venom from repeated 
Affronts and^Repulfes. A Man therefore, 
who by fufTering his Pride and Vanity to gee 
thr better of his Good«'nature, has once hear- 
tily been put out of humour with his old 
Friends and Acquaintance; is in great danger 
of being kept continually fo as long as he lives, 
let him converfe wteh as many as he will, and 
of enlarfiing his Antipathies till they become 
Dniverfal. So thai: I fhould not be iurprizedy. 
if a Man of thfe Temper, who by his Arro- 
gance and CapriciouTnefs had rendered him- 
^f odious and Contemptible to all wife and 
good Men, (bould a^ lad, to complete his 
Folly and Mifery, grow out of conceit with 
Human Nature icfelf) and figure in his Imagi- 
nation feme of the brute Species as a more ex- 
cellent and lovely Kind of Beings than Mad* 
kind. 

Bu T there is one common Inftance of this 
unhappy Temper, which I intend more parti- 
cularly to animadvert upon at prefenr, which 
difcovers itfelf in grievous Complaints and 
Murmurings againft the Age in which People 
happen to live, as more vicious, more cor- 
rupt, and in every refpeiS inferior to any of 
I the 
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the foregoing. This Cry is fb often repeated,^ 
\irithout any apparent Neceffity, that, were 
thete nothing elfe in it, every By-ftander muft 
jndge it the effcd of Lightnefs and Indifcre- 
tion. It has been tranfinicted down froili 
Age to Age, and bequeathed as a kind of 
Legacy by the Malecontents of one Genera^ 
tion to thofe of another. Had every Age 
been really as bad as the diflatisfied People 
who lived in it have reprefented it, and the 
Degeneracy of Mankind gone on in the fame 
proportion with the Complaints of it, it is 
nardly pbffible to conceive, but that we muft 
long ere now have (iink to fuch a degree, that 
fcarce one among us could have been able to 
make thefe wife Obfervations on our Degene* 
racy, whatever room the widked wotld 
might have happened to give for them. But 
we find, that this fame World, tho growing 
every day worfe and worfe, has flood for fe- 
veral thoufands of Years, without any other 
confiderable Alteration in Mankind, than that 
ibme Nations, formerly rich and flourifliing, 
and their Inhabitants excelling in all intellec- 
tual and moral Accompliihments, are now 
become poor and miferable, favage and unci- 
vilized ; while other Kingdoms, at that time 
lefs happy in thofe refpeds, have changed 
Conditions with them, and fiicceeded to thofe 
Bleffings which their Neighbours have loft. 

This, I believe, will be found a true State 
of the Cafe with refoed: to Mankind in all 
Ages, whatfoever Cnanges either of Fortune 

or 
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or Manners may happen in particular King* 
^doms. Nay, 1 will go farther, and ven- 
ture to affirm, that the World, at this pre- 
ftnt, is inuch advanced both in Virtue and 
Knowledge, ' beyond- what it was fome years 
ago. It is true, that fince the fprcading of 
Arts and Sciences, and the Invention of a 
great many Manufadures both comfortable 
and ornamental in Life, our manner of living 
is very diffctcnt from what it was formerly ^ 
and confequeatly our Purfuits more numerous 
and more extenfive. We neither feed nor 
clothe ^1 that (imple and artlefs manner our 
Anceftors did, and which they had no other 
reaibn for confining themfelves to, than theit 
Ignorance of one more eafy and commodious^ 
The Paflions of Men are the fame in all 
' Ages ; and only their Circumftances and Cu- 
ftoms vary ; in the compliance with which, 
generally fpeaking, there is neither Virtue 
nor Vice, while Men continue fo far Matters 
of their Reafon, as not to make their Happi- 
neis depend on them. The Error and the 
Vice of iuch things confift in Peoples placing 
their Affedions io much on them, that they 
cannot live without them, and lofe the ReJifti 
of Being, whenever, by any Misfortune, 
they are deprived of them. So, in this re- 
fped:, the Famions of former times are neither 
better nor worfe than thofe of our owii. There 
were Diflin<%ions among Men then as well 
as now ; and the greatand the rich lived as 
much above the commoarate as at this time. 
Vol. II. D d and 
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and coafequentlv might have their Minds 
dazzled with tne Refledlion of their own 
Grandeur and Dignity, as much, as any Peo<* 
pie can be in Times of dhe great^ Wealth 
and Magnificence. And if we look into the 
Hiflory of former Ages, we iball find, tl^ic 
in what to us would appear to be Meamieis 
and Simplicity, People then could exprefs 
the £ime Vanity and Luxury that ^ done at 
prefent, with much greater real Parade and 
£xpence. Nor were t^re fewer Cootefis 
and Struggles then than now, to arrive at 
Pre^enjinence and Grandew, nor 1^ Fraud 
and Violence made ufr of to compa& the 
Ends they had in view. So fai frcxn it, thac» 
on the contrary, they were cominvatiy goii^ 
together by the ears, and involving their 
Country in Blood and Confufion, upon the 
mod trifling OccaiionS) either to enhrge their 
Domains, or extend their AutlK)ricy over 
their Tenants and Vafials* Whereas now 
Men can, and every day adually do, make 
thcmfelves rich and powerful, without lav- 
ing recourfe to fuch violent anddeffarudive Me- 
thods ; and in the quiet and inoflenfive way^ 
of Trade, Commerce^ and Induftry, pui* 
chafe large and noble Fortunes to theo^ves 
and Families ; and all this not only without 
injaring, but by being greatly advant^eous 
to their Country. So that, in ihort, if Peace» 
Quiet, and Plenty be preferable to Rapine 
and Tyranny, Pride ^m Poverty, the pre- 
fent evil y^ge, uponv the companion, wffl be 

found 
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found to have much the better of a great many 
others which have been fet up as its Rtvais, 
by thole ftiperciiious Reformers, who cannot 
imagine how Men can be virtuous, without 
teturning into a State of Nature; in which, 
tmleis our Padions were entirely extinct', it 
is impoifibie we could live, without being 
cxpofed to Evils of the fame kind with thofe 
which are the Subjed of Complaint at pre- 
fent. 

But we are told that Luxury and Prodiga** 
lity were never at fuch a height as now $ 
and that, in thefe Kingdoms at lea(h we are 
prodigioufly fallen from the plain and frugal 
Ways of our Fore-^fathers, an Age or an Age 
%nd half ago, and confequently have loft 
much of their Innocence and Virtue. And 
why, pray ? The true Reafon of our living 
more expeniively is the Increafe of our Trade 
and Riches^ which would be of no ufe to us, 
if we were to confine oudeives to the bare 
NeceflTaries of Life^ without regard to Di- 
fiindtion and Elegance. But what Influence 
this ihcmld have on our Innocence or Vir- 
tue, I am not able to underftand. Pray were 
not our Grandmothers, in the Days of good 
Queen Be/s, dreffed as fine as Hands could 
make them, and with as much Expence, in 
proportion to their Fortunes, as our Ladies 
are now ? And might not thoi^ venerable Ma- 
trons carry on as many Intrigues in a Ruj^ 
and Farthingale^ as are poflible to be done in 
a HoQf^j^etticoat? And is it not probable, 
Dd 2 that 
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that there were Prudes, and Coquettes in 
thole Habits as well as dow ? It is certain^ 
there were then Diftindions of Habits, as 
now, according to Peoples different Ranks 
and Stations ; and doubtlefs, the well^drefTed 
People were as vain and pufied up of being 
fo^ as the Beaus^ and the Belles of the prc- 
fent Age. In ihort» thefe things being in 
their own nature indifferent, the u(e of them 
is no farther criminal, than as it may need- 
lefly exhauft what ought to fo|^ly the Ne- 
ce/faries of Life ; or elie as it may infeeble 
the Mind, and give it an Inclination to con- 
ijder oiftward Show and Equipage, as the 
ilgns of inward Worth and Excellence \ in 
both which relpe^fts there are no doubt Peo» 
pie in every Age, who very juftly defervc to 
be cenfured. But it ihows great weakneis to 
reckon thefe Faults peculiar to any fingle Age, 
when we find the wife Men of every former 
Age complaining of them in their Times. 

I WOULD by no means be underftood to 
apologize for Luxury of any fort, which pre- 
vails but too much in all Times and Places, 
and is productive of the greatefl: Evils which 
can poflibly bcfal either particular Perlbns, or 
Communities. But let us not wrongfully ac- 
cufe ourfelves of more Guilt and Folly than 
falls to our (hare. If we were in reality fo 
much farther gone in Luxury than our Ance- 
ftors, we iliould undoubtedly fee the ill EC- 
feds of it, in the decay of ArtsandScienCes<, 
of Trade and Induftry j or elfe in the break- 
ing 
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ing out of Fraud, Rapine, and Violence to a 
greater degree, than among our Anceftors. 
But fince we fee hone of theie things ; and 
on the contrary, find Learning and Commerce 
flourifbinjg as much, or more than formerly, 
and purme all the Aflairs of Life as quietly 
and regularly, without either Oppreffion 
from within, or Violence from without ; wc 
owe that Juftice to ourfelves, our Country, 
and the Age wc live in, not to run away with 
worle Opinions of them than they deferve ; 
and ought to look upon them as common 
Enemies, who endeavour to raife Enmity 
among Mankind, by reprefenting them as a 
Race of profligate, abandoned Creatures, en« 
tirely loft to all Senfe of Honour, Virtue, , 
and Goodnefs. 

There arefome other particulars, wherein 
the prefent Age has been abufed, without 
any inanner of Realbn ; to mention which 
would exceed the Limits of a fingle Paper, 
and will deferve to be made the Subjedl of a 
fucceeding one, 

lam, SIR, 

{ Tour very humble Servant^ 

I ' H I B E R N I c u s; 
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N^ loo. Saturday y March u, 1726-7. 



To the A u T H o R of the Dublin JournaL 

S{Xf not thou, what is the Caufe that the farmer Days 
uere better than thefe ? for thou dofi not enquire wifely 
concerning this. Solomon. 



S I Ry 

SY laft Letter was a kind of jip»- 
logy for the prefenc Age I have 
I endeavoured to ihew, that the pre- 
I fenc Race of ManJMnd is not na- 
turally more prone to Wickednefe 
than thole who have gone before. If 1 have 
not done this fb well as I ihould, it is becauie 
the Complaint is (b general and indiftind. 
People who cry out of the Badnefs and De- 
generacy of the Times, would do but fairly 
in letting us know what they mean. Is there 
more a<aual Vice in the World now than for- 
merly? Why, that may very well be, and 
yet the prefent Age deferve no fiich abomina- 
ble Charai^er. For if there are more People 
at prefent than in any former Age, and theio 
People have greater Opportunities and Temp- 
tations to indulge a vicious Appetite ; both 

which 
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which are Points extremely probable; then 
indeed it is likewife probable, that the Qaan- 
tity of Vice is greater now, than when the 
World was thioner of Inhabitants, and Men 
hftd fewer Incitements to Softnefs and Luxu- 
ry. But this does not ihew any natural De- . 
pavity in Mankind now, more than former- 
ly. Bdftdes, the growing Numbers of Man- 
kind will no doi^t incfeafe the Quantity of 
Vinue, as well as of Vice ; and if fo. the 
Merit of whateva Virtue is found among 
Mankind will be fb much the greater, as the 
Allurements and Occafions of gratifying a 
contrary Temper are more ftrong and fre- 
qi^nt. 

How is it then, that the World grows 
every day worfe and worfe ? Have we left 
Riches, or Commerce, than our Forefathers ? 
Not (b. Are Arts and Sciences on the de- 
cay ? Nor that neither. Why, what is the 
matter then ? Themattcr ! Why we are growh 
more vicious. And thus we are returned back 
again to where we fet out. But how does it 
appear, we are grown more vicious ? It is 
owned» that Trade and Commerce, Arts 
and Sciences are at a greater height than 
the former Age could boaft of; and by that 
means a way opened for Mankind to exercife 
themfelves in a greater Variety of Employ- 
ments, and difl!erent Occupiations, which 
they may purine not only without hurting 
one another, but to the common Efenefit 

D d 4 and 
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and Advantage • This one would be apt to 
think, is rather an Argument of our growing 
in Virtue than in Vice. For nothing is more 
JiKely to hinder a Mind from contradiing ill 
Habits, than being employed conftantly in 
fome honed, or even inoffenOve Courle of 
A6lion. . The want of it made the firft Ages 
give into the higbeft Diforders, and engaged 
them in perpetual Quarrels and Bloodihed» 
cither to procure, or prelerve, not the Com- 
forts only, but the very Neceflaries of Life, 
Now as we, at leaft in thefe Parts, are much 
free. from thofe terrible Diforders, and en- 
Joy a thoufand Conveniences which former 
Times were entirely ignorant of; this I ap- 
prebend, is a good Proof, that either we are 
Jels vicious, or under better Reftraints, than 
the People of Antiquity, fince our Vices arc 
not fo productive of Calamities as theirs. 
For it cannot be denied, that the Miferies 
of Men arc always in proportion to their 
Vices ; and confequently, that whenever we 
ice the Affairs of Mankind carried on with 
greater Sobriety, Security, and Eafe to the 
Whole, we may lafely conclude, there is 
either more Virtue in the World, or elfe that 
things are under a better Regulation, how- 
ever great the Failings, or Crimes of fome 
particular Men may be. 

I A M fenfible there are fome, particularly 
among ourfelves, who will call this a beggii^ 
the Queftion ; ftnd infift qpon it, that ^the 

State 
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State of things at prcfent is entirely wfong. 
and all the publick AdminiftratioQS clired:ed 
with infinitely greater Corruption and Partia* 
lity, than in the happy times of our Fore- 
fathers; between which and oars there is 
no manner of Comparifbn to be made, with 
refped either to Glory or Profperity. On 
this Head we hear abundance of tragical Ex- 
clamations made every day by People, who 
have no other Reafbn for {o doing, thaq 
their not being able to reliih a thou&nd 
Bleffings they enjoy, thro* an immoderate 
defire of fome favourite Whim they want. 
Others ^ain, fport of! their ill Humour in 
little Satires, and fly Jokes on Men in 
Power, without confidcring, that their Infir- 
mities, fuppofing them real, are neither pecu- 
liar to the prefent Time or Government, nor 
fo hurtful to the Publick, as to juftify a 
Difaffei^ion to our Governors on their ac- 
count. 

It is worth while to enquire a little into 
this matter, to prevent weak and well-mean- 
ing People being impofed on by artful and 
ill-defigning Men, who qin find no other 
way of bringing us back to real Slavery 
and Bondage, than by raifing groundlefs Cla- 
mours of fatal Meaiures, and worle Defigns 
carving .on ^ainft our Liberty at prefent, 
and Dy making mod: unjuft and falfe Compa* 
rifbns between the flate of Affairs jufl now, 
9nd what it was before the late happy Revo« 

lution. 
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IcKioiu This is a oommon Gme played by 
the £idious and difcontcnced of all Natioos 
and all Agcs^ and leldom fails of its E&ds 
among the Necelfitous and Unfortnnate, who 
&t\ their owo Sofierings too fenfibly , to form 
a right Judgment concerning thde times, and 
io are eafily made to imi^gine, that the former 
Days were prodndive of moch greater Hap- 
pinefs and Tranquillity than the preient, tne 
Fault of which Men are always much readier 
to fix on their Governors, than on them* 
felves. Among us this Method ofpoifoning 
Peoples Minds has been purfued to a moft 
Icandaious degree. We have been told, with 
the greateft Impudence^ that we are brought, 
iince the late Revolution, under a ftate of 
Force and Slavery ; that the Conftitution has 
been invaded, and Law and Juftice pervert* 
ed; that our Trade is' decayed, and the 
Kingdoms impoveriflied ; and that our Glory 
abroad has been facrificed to maintain Ty- 
ranny and Corraption at home : in fliort, 
that we are, in ail refpeds, a mod mUera- 
ble and unhappy People, in comparifbn to 
what we were in the golden ^^J^ of K. 
James I. and K. Qharks L whole Re^s 
thefe Gentlemen let up for the moft per* 
fed; Models of Government, and the 
Times of the greateft Glory and Felicity 
the Britijh Nations ever enjoyU 

Happy is it for our Malecontent^ them* 
fdves» as well as their Feliow-Sal:$eds, that 

their 
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their Rcprcfcntations have not one word of 
Truth in them. There is one Point, which 
if true would give them much greater Rcalbn 
to complain, and at the fame time very pro- 
bably prevent them from doing it. For if 
both our Laws, and our Governors at pre- 
fent had not a much greater regard to Ju- 
fiice, and Humanity^ than in thofe happy 
Times which are fo much extolled, our in- 
famous Libellers muft expe A other-guife Ufage, 
than what the Mildnefs of our prcicnt Con* 
(litution and Government think fit to infli<9: 
apon them. Mafquerades were in ufe in thofe 
Days as well as now among the great Folks, 
and equally cenfured by many in that Age. 
But how different was their Treatment, Who 
only made bold to animadvert on the Diver*r 
fions of the Court then, from that which 
now a-days falls to their ihare, who libel not 
only the Court, but the Government, and 
the very Conflitution of their Country? 
Our Incendiaries, after having been legally 
found guilty by their Country, are only 
punifhed with a flight Fine, and the Pillory. 
Our former Governments did not fupport 
their Authority with fb gentle a Hand. How 
ihould we take it at prefent, to fee Men 
iingled out from the moft eminent Profeffions 
in tlie Nation, and for exprefling their Senti- 
ments of Pubhck Affairs, fentenced by an 
»bitrary Court, without the intervention of 
a Jury, not only to Itand on the Pillory, but 
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to have their Ears cat clofe, to be branded 
CO the Cheeky to pay a Fine of five thoniand 
Pounds, and to fuffer perpetual Imprift>n« 
ment ? And how would it found in our Ears, 
to hear an Archbiihop of Canterbury^ at the 
inllant a Criminal of this ibrt were enduring 
the painful and diihojuourable part of his 
Sentence, moving, with great Zeal and Fer- 
vency, to have the poor Man gagg'd where 
he ftoody to hinder him from complaining of 
the Severity and Hardlhipof his Calc ? Would 
not fuch Proceedings now be looked upon 
)vich Amazement and Horror? And yet in 
that fo greatly celebrated Age they were 
thought very proper and neceflfary K€ts of 
Juftice. But this part of the Parallel between 
our Age and that, which they chiefly enjoy 
the Benefitof who dcferve it lead, is a very 
inconfiderable Article in the account of the 
Advantages we are poflefled of beyond thofc 
who lived in that Period, fo much cry'd up 
as the beft and mod profperous Time the Bri-^ 
//^Nations ever faw. 

If we look into the moft approved Hifto- 
rtes of that Age, or even into the noble Hi- 
florian, who has given the World the fineft 
and moft eloquent Apology for all the Grie- 
vances complained of in it, we ihall find a 
prodigious difference betwixt the ordinary 
Exercife of Government' then, and the very 
worft things, fuppofing them fad, which the 
worft Enemies of the prefent Settlement h^ve 
;nurmured againft fince the Revolution. Mo- 
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ncy raifed not only without Confent of Par- 
liament, but even in dired Oppofition to the 
Remonftrances of the Nation in Parliameqt. 
The Trade of the Nation ruined, and the Pro^ 
petty of the Su|>jed invaded by illegal Mono* 
polies and Prohibitions. Men punilhed both 
in their Perfbns and Eftates for Anions con- 
demned by no La\^ ; and even, in (bme In- 
ftances, put to Death, by virtue of a bare 
W^rant under the King's Hand, v^ithout any 
Trjal, or the lead: appearance of a Profecu- 
tion. The Freedom 'of Parliaments, that 
great Security of the Peoples Liberty, taken 
away, by diflblving them with the utmoft 
Contempt, whenever they gave the leaft Op- 
pofition to the arbitrary Meafures of the 
Court, and by impriibning thofe Mem- 
bers who had moft ^xertecT themfelves jn 
defence of the Rights of the People whom 
they reprefented ; a Set of Patriots the bcft 
and nobl^fl that had ever fat in any Senate 
iince the Days of antient Greece and 
Rome. Thefe, with numberlefs other Tranf^ 
anions of the fame nature, make up the whole 
Hiftory of thofe two l^eigns I have been 
mentioning ; till the Bulk of the Nation^ 
wearied out with (b many repeated Ads of 
Violence and Oppreflion, was obliged tp 
have recourfe to the lad Remedy, and en*' 
gage in a long and mod calamitous Civil 
War, the Event of which I need not remind 
my Readers of, iince there is a Day par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly fct apart cverjr Year for that very 
Purpofc 

What monftrous lograticode theo, and 
Impudence is it, to be continoall j trompiiig op 
the Ha|^ineis of the Fermer ^ajfs^ in order 
to ratie a DifTatisfitdton with tht prdfent 
Eftabliflunent ? Who now can complam of 
beii^ hurt either in his Pedbn or Fortnne^ 
without inconiog the Penalty of fome Law, 
and being l^ally cdnvided of a Crime ? Have 
not the Laws msule at, and fince the Revola- 
tion, given ns a much greater Secority than 
ever before, for the perpetual Enjoyment of 
aU our R^hts^ and Liberties ? Are our Par«> 
liaments interrupted in their Proceedii^? 
Are they ledured, and bullied, as they med 
to be formerlv ; or difimded m the middle of 
a Scfiion, andf their Members ihnt up in nafty 
Prifons, for difchai^g their Truft accor^i^ 
to their Confoiences ? In ihort^ are we go«> 
verned in any other manner than a free Peo<* 
pie ought, by Laws to which we have onr^ 
felves confented, as made by Reprefentacives 
of our own choofii^ ; who tho they may 
miitake in confiilting what may be moft expe» 
dient for the puUick Goody yet it is hardly 
to be thoi^t they can all conQnre to give up 
the Rights and Liberties of their Country, in 
which they have themfdlvcs fo great and vtfi- 
bleanlntereft? 

These are Queftions evoy Man ought 
to ask his own Heart, and wicml to ccnnpare 

the 
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the difierent Figure his Country makes no\ir, 
from what it fonii9rly did, when the Cares of 
ow Princes were more employed in making 
themfelves ablbluce at home» than lecnring 
their Kingdoms from great and formidable 
Powers abroad ; and when they were more 
jealous of their own faithful Subjeds, than 
of their haqghty and afpiring Neishbonrs. 
Let us confi^r how our Name and Credit of 
late Years have riien ; oor Trade, our Mann* 
fadmes, and our Husbandry been improved ; 
and our Peace and Tranquillity iecured : and 
then complain, if, with a good Confciencei 
we dare, that the Glory, the Wealth, the 
Power, and the Happmds of the Brittjh 
Nations at prefent are fallen from what they 
were in thcTimesof ai^ of our Anceftors. 

I am, SIR, 

Tour very humble Servant^ 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N^ loi. Saturday, March iS, 1725-7. 

To the Author of the Dublin Journal. 

Scire velim^ chart is fretium qmtus arrcget annus. 

Hob. 

SIR, 

|H E unjuft Treatment we give to 
I the prefent Age, appears no where 
I more remarkable tnan in the Con- 
I troverfial Writings of our Divines ; 
wherein we generally find, that 
whenever a Difputant has been hardly prefled 
upon any Point by the Arguments of his 
Antagonift, he immediately tumbles over his 
Books till he gets a Paflage in Ibme of the 
antient Fathers, agreeable to his owa Senti- 
ments ; which, by the by, happens to be 
no very great difficulty, in regard there is 
hardly any Abfurdity in Religion, which has 
not had ibme of thofe venerable Gentlemen 
to efpoufe it. The Paflage fo found is pre- 
fently produced, as a full and clear Decifion 
of the Cafe in hand, with the fame afTurance 
that Men offer Bank*Notes in payment of 
Money. The happy Author plumes himfelf 
in his Succefs ; challenges the Vii^ory of 

his 



Digitized by 



Google 



HiBERNicus'j Letters. 417 

Us Adverfary ; and with a well-di/Teoibled 
Modefty, more infiiltiag than Arrogance it- 
fclf, appeals CO the Reader for the Juftice of 
his Claiiru But if the vanquiflied Foe dill 
perfifts in the defence of his Opinions, he no 
longer retains the appearance of his former 
Moderation, but lets his Heart dilate in the 
full enjoymfot of his Conqueft ; and with 
terrible Outcries of Ignorance, Obftioacy,. 
and want of Reverence for Antiquity in the 
oppofite fide, clofes the Pomp of the Difl 
pute, and the Triumph. 

It is not very long fince.an ImpoCtiott. 
of the like nature prevailed in the Schools. 
When two Combatants had (ufficiently tired 
themfelves, and their Audience, with ban* 
dying about all the Impertinences they could 
find out on a Subjedb« at length, a grave 
Arifloteles dixit ^ was pronounced, on one 
fide of the Queftion or the other ; and fo the 
Matter was conduded. This was in the 
Reign of Ignorance and Superftitioo, when 
good Senfe, and true Learning lay under a 
K>ng and dreadful Eclipfe. Upon the firft 
dawnii^ of Knowledge, this authoritative 
Manner of deciding Controverfies was con- 
tefted, and at lafl happily exploded, and 
kt^ed at. Mankind aflerted their Liberty 
of philoibphizing in fpite of Arijiotle, and 
all his Adinirers ; and the good EfTedis of 
their doing fb have appeared in the great 
number of noble and ufeful Difcoveries, which 
have been made in all the Territories of 
Vol. 11. fe e Science 
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Science fince the Begiiioing of the fixteenth 
Century. Bat the Reformation has not been 
{o compleat, as it were to be wtlhed. The 
fame Freedom which Men take in their Phi* 
lofophical Inquiries, is not permitted them ia 
Matters of much greater Importance. Aiid» 
contrary to all Reafon, the Authority of 
Fathers, and antient Councils, is always fee 
up in oppofition to any Opinions wbtdi 
happen to have the appearance of No?eky» 
tfao fupported by the ftrongeft and mod con«- 
vincing Arguments, that can be offered to 
the Reafon and Underftandiog of Mankind. 
* There is no doubt to be made, but that 
the antienteft Religion Ui the belt, as lying 
Btarefl Divine Revelation, which is its Foua- 
tain-Head. So far then, fbe Author ity of 
the Fathers is to take place, a^ they are Wit- 
nefles of Fad, aiKi give us an account of the 
Faith and Prai^ice of the Church in the Times 
they lived. And confequdntl^, the h^her 
theie Accounts are taken, they are the more 
authentick. But in regard, none of the Fa- 
thers, even thoie who lived neareft the Afo^ 
fiolick Tin^s, ever pretended co In(piratioB» 
all their Reafbnings and Explications are no 
farther to be comidered, than as tbey carr/ 
their own Evidence and Cleamefs along tridi 
them ; and have no other Force dum the 
Writings of wife Men in any Age ou^t to. 
have, who fupport what they fay with good 
and convincing Proofs. 
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I AM ready alfo to owtij that ftverai of 
the Fathers were great and good Men, who 
had very juft and clear Notions of Religion, 
and adped from them in a very rational, as 
well as afieding manner* Such was the gres^ 
Origen ; fuch LaSiantius, Minutius Felix ^ 
aqd others whofe Writings are every way 
valuable, both in their Defign and Execu- 
tion. And, I believe^ there is no wile Man, 
who has ever read any of them, but pays 
them all the Vdttcration he can, without* Sa- 
crificing his Reafon and Underftanding to 
them. But all this will not fatisfy. The 
very Name of a Father^ efpccially if he li- 
ved in the firft three or four Centuries, is 
tboughjf (ufficient to oppofc to a Dcmonftra- 
tion. We muftgivc up the Opinions we have 
-embraced, upon the vao^ mature and impar- 
tial Inquiry, if a Sentence can be found in 
any one of them contradtdiory to our Senti- 
ments* And Heretick. and Herejiarvh^ are 
the bcft Names thought proper to be beftow- 
ed on thofe ungracious and refractory Pre* 
tenders to Wifdom, who will not forfake the 
Beggarly Elements of Reafon and common 
Sente) and fiibmit to the Determinations and 
Judgmebt of Antiquity. 

Did it appear, in fadl, that the Fathers 
were,' generally (peaking. Men of greater 
Genius and Learning than are to be met with 
now-a«days ; this indeed, tho not a fufficient 
Reafbn for an implicit Aflent to every thing 
they have advanced, yet would juftly intitle 
E e 2 them 
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them to a larger (hare of our Efteem and Re- 
verence. But if we look into the Monuments 
they have left of themielves, we (hall find no^ 
thing in them fb very extraordinary and uncom- 
mon, as to juftify our efteeming all they fay 
as facred, and fuipe<aing every Modern, who 
does not blindly run into their Sentiments. 
Agreed among themfelves they were nor, 
any more than the Divine? of the prefSnt 
Age ; and conlequently, they can be no 
Standard of Orthodoxy, till it be firfl deter- 
mined what Set of them are the trae and ge- 
nuine Fathers, upon whom we ought to de- 
pend. Neither do we owe them any greater 
Veneration on account of their fuperior 
Learning. All human Literature was what 
many of them profefTedly delpifed, as the 
Dregs of Idolatry and Heathenifm ; and 
endeavoured, all that in them lay, to fup- 
prefs the beft Writings of the former Ages, 
which they did with a Barbarity little fhort 
of the Goths and Vandals. It would be 
therefore furprizing, if the Compofitions of 
fiich Men fhould be preferable to thofe of an 
Age, which is not proud enough to refufc 
taking all the AfliftanCe it can get from the 
Studies and Labours of all that preceded it. 

Correctness of Style, and Elegance 
of Compofition, are things wc need not look 
for among mofl of the Fathers ; fince every 
body knows, that they lived in. an Age of a 
moft corrupt Tafte, and when the Greek and 
Roman Arts and Learning were almoft loft from 

the 
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the World. This however might be excufed, 
if their manner of rcalbning upon things were 
juft and exad. But where is it we are to 
meet with it ? St. Aujiin is one of the moft 
celebrated Authors among them ; fo much, 
that a young Preacher imagines he has pro* 
ved every thing, and confounded all Gain- 
fayers, when he has made St. Auftin of his 
Party. But whoever reads that Father's Wri- 
tings without prejudice, muft own, there is 
very little reaibn for holding him in fuch 
mighty efteem. His Style is as barbarous 
as the Language t^ Akhymy. His Reafoning 
is, for the moft part, nothing but a poor 
playing upon Words. He perpetually affcdis 
y«w, Quibbles, and Antitbejes, from which 
he cannot abftain, even in the Place where 
they are moft ofFcnfive, and where the great- 
eft Simplicity ought to be the chief Orna- 
nient, to wit, in his devotional Pieces ; as 
any one may obferve, who will but be at 
the pains to turn over a Leaf ot two of his 
Meditations. Befides all which, the Heat 
of his Imagination very often hurries him 
into Strains of Enthufiafm, hardly exceeded 
by the Ravings and Cant of moft of out 
modern Vifionaries^ 

Were it not too ill-natured and invididus 
a Task) I could give Inftances, not from the 
Writings of (ingle Fathers, but the Decrees 
of whole Councils, even of fuch as are called 
Oecumenical^ not only of Weaknefs and Ab- 
fardities, bitt of Irijpieties and Blaiphemies, 
E e 3 which 
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which would be fliockiog to every good 
Chriftian and re^nable Man* Bat I racfaer 
chufe to touch on what may be more agree- 
able to nttoft of my Readers. St. Chryjojlom 
i$ one of the moll admired Writers for his 
Eloquence ; and on that account has been 
recommended as a perfect Mode] for Preach- 
ers. And yet I fanfy, a modern Preacher 
would be but contcmf»:ibly thought of, that 
fiiould harangue from the Pulpit againft a 
Pair of laced Shoes ^ in the manner that good 
Father does, upon a parallel Occafion. 

'How, Jays he^ can he, whole chief 
Glory is in being fine about the Feet, and 
in having Men admire as he walks the 
Brightnefs of the Silk, the Flowers and 
Colours of the Needle-work, and all that 
A^t can invent of this kind that is curious 
and agreeablc,^ lift up his Eyes to Heaven ? 
How can he attend to the Beauties of the 
Univerfe, who minds only thofe of his 
3hoes ? The Lord has extended the Hea- 
vens above the Earth, and placed the Sun 
there fo beautiful and illuftrious, on purpofe 
that your Eyes might be attrad:ed by an 
Obje(9: fo glorious : And you, on the con- 
trary, in oppofition to the Views of the 
Almighty, and in compliance with thofe 
oftheDeviU the Author of thefe Vanities, 
keep them fixed on the JB^thu It is he» 
that has invented thofe fhamefol Ornaments 
to |)ervert you, and call off your Atten- 
tion from wh^t is truly beautifel. It is be^ 

♦ that 
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* that ufcs all his power to make you ddcend 

* from Heaven to Earth : And he has fuc- 

* ceeded in it fo fuHy. that whilft God fhews 
^ you the one. and the Devil the other, yoa 
^ negleifl Heaven, and prefer it to a Sl¥>e.' 
And at this rate goes on that celebrated 
Preacher for the moft part of a Sermon : 
upon which I iball not delcant, but leave ic 
to the Judgment of my Readers, how they 
would reliih foch Language, and liich Rea- 
foning, from thole who have the Care of 
their Inftmdion at prefent. 

And are th?fe the Men, from whom we 
are to receive the Rules of our Faith and 
Practice, and from whofe Decifions no Ap- 
peal mud be made, without incqrring ati 
AnMhema ? Is fiich poor trifling DecTama* 
tion as this to be ^t in competition with th6 
cloft Reafoning oi Chillmgworth ; with the 
juft and (olid Thinking of Barrow ; and 
with the ftrong, natural and manly Eloquence 
of Tillotfon ? I muft own, if our Hookers^ 
our Claggets^ our Baxters^ our Wakes^^ 
and our Hoadleys, mud {land or fall, accord- 
ing as they happen to concur with thofc 
reverend Gentlemen, I Ihall have but a (len- 
der Opinion of their Abilities. I (hall alfb 
be obliged to allow, that one of the beft and 
moft rational Volumes of Difcourfes I ever 
faw in my Life, I mean that lately publi(hed 
by Mr. Butler^ the worthy Preacher of 
the Rolls J is one continued Heap of fal(e 
Reafoniog, Nonfenfe and Contradi^ion* 

Ec4 I 
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I H A VE been long at a lofs what was the 
Reafon of this uojuft Preference giyea to the 
antient Divihes over the Modems^ till I was 
lately iDflruded in it by a very eminent and 
noble Philofopher, now living, Mr. Croufaz 
of Laujanne^ in the following Obfervation. 

M a£M£;MBER a yoimg Preacher, who 
^ being to handle the Subjed: of Confcience^ 
^ and willing to give his Audience fbme'ldeas 
^ on a Sabjed: fo important, preferred fome 
^ Principles of common Senfe to the Jaigon 

* of the Schools, from which he drew a 

* Train of Confequences very plain, and luf- 
^ ficient to clear his Subjed. An old Dodor, 

* who heard him, provoked at his new Me* 

* thod, would not give attention to the 

* Preacher, He did not underftand him, bc- 
^ caufe he would not underftand him ; and the 
^ very Cleamels of his Difcourfc was the 
^ Caufe that he called it dark and uninteUi- 
' gible; 

I BELIEVE, many of my Readers will 
readily recoiled: more Do^Jlors than one of 
the fame CaO: ; and by that means have a 
very eafy Solution for this, and feveral other 
Phenomena of the fame kind. 

J am, SIR, Yours ^ &c. 

HiBERNICUS. 
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N** 102. Saturday^ March jj, 1727. 

To the AuT H o R of the "Dublin Journal. 
Lufifii fatis . <« ■ H R. 

SIR. 

I WO Years being now elapfed 
fince I firft addreflcd myfelf to 
the Publick, thro* the Convey- 
ance of your Paper, I believe no 
body will be mrprized at my 
now quitting a Province whicti I undertook 
with the greateft diffidence, and in which 
all my Vanity coul3 not once induce me 
to imagine I ihould have continued b long. 
It is indeed the firfl: Inftance of a Defign 
of this fort having met fo much good For- 
tune in this Nation. I cannot therefore for- 
bear congratulating my Readers on the con- 
clufion of a Work, which owes its Subfi- 
ilence much more to their Good-nature, than 
to the Merit or Abilities of the Author. 

As I am fenfible I deferve no other Praife 
than what refults from the Goodnefs of my 
Intentions, I defiremy Readers may turn back 
to my firfl: Letter, apd confider, whether I 
have not fcrupuloufly adhered to the Method 

therein 



Digitized by 



Google 



4i6 HiBERN^rcus^j Letters. 

therein laid down for my Condudl. For tho 
I did, andftilldoblaaicthemakti^fiicfaWfi- 
tings fubfervient to the Purpofes of Party and 
Fadion ; yet I did not debar myfelf from 
bandhng^ apon fbme Occ^fions, fech Sab)e(%s 
as might have an Influence on the Cavik of 
Libercy, and the Laws « and Conftkotion of 
my Country. And yet a tender Confidera- 
tioo of the different Meaas, which Men of 
equally honed Intentions may apprehend to 
be mod conducive to the publick Happinefs, 
has made me very iparing even in this Point v 
tho I have often thought, that altogether to 
havie ihunned it would have been a kind of 
Indecency in a Paper begun under the Patro- 
nage and Encouragement of a great and noble 
* Patriot, whofe Memory will be ever dear to 
his Country, and who would have had a very 
mean Opinion of any Man, who had exord^ 
fed the lead Indifference about its Con- 
cerns. 

A s to the Execution of my DeHgn, I am 
entirely in the Judgment of the Publick, who 
have a right to determine as they pleafe. The 
great Vice^ and Corruptions of Mankind are 
what few pretend to judify ; fo that the prin- 
cipal thing a Writer of this fort has to do, is 
to combat the prevailing Prejudices and Mi- 
flakes of the AgjB or Country he lives in, to 
which honed and good Minds are liable as 

*.The Rfgjit ' Honourable Raber^ Lord Vifeount Mokf- 

well 
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well as others. It is not therefore poflible to 
avoid giving offence to fome, whom no good- 
natured Man would willingly choofe to of- 
fend. But if a Man be fo very delicate, as 
to be incapable of bearing the thought of hav- 
ing incurred ibnae Peoples Dilplcaliire or Dif. 
eneem, I know no other way to keep him 
from that Pain, but not to write at all. 

I AM only forry to learn, that fome of my 
Papers have been thought to make too free 
with Religion and Chriftianity. As I am fure, 
I never had this in my View, but very far 
the contrary, I am chiefly concerned on 
their account who have made the Obje(3:ion, 
who fe^M in my Opinion, to place Religion 
and Chriflianity in things very remote from 
them. I have only endeavoured to corred: 
and expofe an Infirmity in Mankind, not on- 
ly not imputable to Chriftianity, but diredtly 
oppofite to it ; I mean, that narrow and bale 
Spirit, which difpofes Men to tranlgrefs its moft 
important Precepts, in defence of what they 
imagine to be its Principles ; which confines 
all Charity and Benevolence to one fmall Sedl, 
and looks on all the reft of Mankind, how- 
ever virtuous id their Lives, and fincere in 
their fearches after Truth, as a Race of vile 
and impious Men, devoted to Deftrudlion. 
Whatever I have written on this Head, I can 
truly affiire my Readers proceeded from a 
tender regard for Chriftianity ; fince I have 
been always of opinion that the greateft 
Wound it ever received^ has been from the 
X im- 
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imputiog to it fuch Principles as juftify Mens 
being at ftrife and variance witfi one another 
on account of their Differences in Points, 
wherein it is impoflible for all Mankind ever 
to be perfedtly ^reed. 

There are others of my Readers, who 
have complained of me as too dry and philo- 
fophical, for the mofl part, and not Ifo enter* 
taining as I ought to have been. I doubt 
not my having given too much reaibn for this 
Cenfore. But I have apologized for it in my 
fifty eighth Paper, and (hall only add now, 
that as I did not fet out with a humorous and 
fanciful Character, a Method io happily pur- 
fued by fome of my Predeceffbrs m ^is man* 
ner of Writing, I bad not the fame freedom 
and opportunity of running into drains of 
Wit and Plealantry, even tho I had been Ma- 
tter of the fame Genius and Spirit, t have 
however, now and, then, ventured to vary 
my Charai^er, by writing on Subjeds which 
did not require fo much attention ; and evep 
fbmetimes endeavoured, under, the name of 
Mufophilus, to divert my Readers with a 
few Pieces in Poetry. There are alfo fome 
other Pieces of the fame nature, interlperfed 
thro* the Work, for which lam beholden to 
the Afliftance of feveral ingenious Gentle- 
men. Of this fort is the Paraphrafe of a Pa(^ 
f age in the Book of Job^ in the fiftieth Pa- 
per, communicated to me by Mr. Samuel 
Boyfey who is alfo the Author of the Ninety 
feventh. The Town Eclogue ^ in the twenty 
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fourth, was fcnt me by an unknown Hand; 
and the excellent Copy of Verfes by Mr. Ster^ 
ling, on two Pieces of Painting, in the eighty 
firft. Nor muft I omit the two incompara- 
ble Poems in the fixty fecond Paper, which 
yere written by the late Reverend Archdea- 
con Tdrnel, and are no ways unworthy that 
great and extraordinary Genius. 

W HiLE I am upon this Head, it becomes 
me to diveft myfelf of a great deal of Reputa* 
tion I have got by the Papers of Ibme other 
Gentlemen, who have more frequently lent 
me their Afliftance. The learned and inge- 
nious Author of the Inquiry into the Ori- 
ginal of our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue^ 
will therefore, I hope, excufe me, if to 
do Juftice to myfelf, I am obliged to name 
him for the three Papers upon Laiffiihter, 
which are written in fo curious and new 
a drain of thinking; and alio for the forty 
fifth, forty fixth, and forty fevcnth Papers, 
containing (b many judicious and valuable 
Remarks on that pernicious Book, the Fable 
of the Bees. 

All the Papers fubicribed //S^^r Alogift^ 
came to me from a Gentleman, who will not 
lb much as permit me to enquire after him, 
far lefs to publifli his Name. Whether he 
thinks it too great an Honour for me to be 
known in the number of his Friends, I can- 
not tell ; but this I am lure, that I fhould 
think mylelf altogether unworthy of his 
Friendfliip, if I were not much prouder of it, 

2 than 
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than of a Reputation which his unkind Mcv 
defty, in refufing mc his acquaintance, might 
provoke me to take to myfelf, at the fame 
time that it affords me an opportunity of do- 
ing it. 

The Author of the (eventh and eighth 
Papers, containing a Tranflation from^;^^^ 
creoH, with a Criticifin on that Author, has 
alfo thought fit to conceal himfelf from me ; 
tho he has fmce favoured me with two other 
Letters, to wit, the forty ninth, and fixty 
ninth. There are alfo fix or feven very in- 
genious Papers fubfcribed with the Letters 
N. N. and O. O. which (eem all to be written 
in the fame Hand; but the Writer of them 
has left me ignorant to whom the Publick is 
indebted for them. I am at the fame lois a* 
bout the twenty fecond, the tw«ity ninths 
the thirtieth, the thirty third, the feventy 
firft, the ninety feventh, and the ninety ninth 
Papers, which leem to me the Performances 
of fb many different Perfons, and came to 
me at different times, in the fame order in 
which they lie in the Journals. 

Whatever other Papers have l:^enpub« 
lifhed in this Journak either under the Name 
oi Hibernicus^ ox any of his Correlpondents, 
I only am chargeable with, and anfwerable 
for all the Faults in them ; which while I 
fubmit with all due deference to the Judg- 
joient of the Publick, I hope it will have the 
eoodnefs to allow me the Merit of having, 
ftarted a Defign in this Country, which may 

perhaps 
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perhaps hereafceir prove ufeful, when put into 
abler Hands to be executed. A Reader of 
Candor and Gcnerofity will be inclined to 
think this a fuificient Motive to pardon, at 
leaft, whatever Errors or Miftakes have 
been obfervable during the Progreis of this 
Undertaking* 

It only remains to thank all my Readers 
for their Indulgence to me, continued to a 
Period fo much beyond my fondeft Wilhes or 
Ambition. It would be a wronging their 
Judgment, if ! iJid nit noW b€gin to chink* 
that thefe looie Cotaipofittons flight perhaps 
be flill farther ufeful ; for which Reatbn I 
havf juft publiihed IVopofals jfot colledmg 
the^ together in fuch a Form as may bcft an- 
iw^i that End : ia promoting of which^ I ihnU 

frefome to hope for the .Continuance of" their 
avour ; affbriDg them, thit I ft^l have vety 
liak Relilh of any Adr^W^ages I may thereby 
proaire tomyfelf, befides the Capacity of ierv* 
ing my Country and Mankind^ and having a 
better Oppormnity of accounting to the Pub- 
lick hereafter for the leiliire Hours of. 

Their mofi obedient ^ 

andmoji humble Set^ant^ 

Ja.Arbuckle. 
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BOOKS frinted ^^^ J. Darby i«.Ba«ho- 
lomew^Clole, London.; and fold by Meff** 
Smith .<2»</ Bruce, Bockjellerst on the 
Blind Key at Dublin.. 

AN Inquiry into the Orj«oal of our Ideas of Beauty and 
Virtue ; In two Treatifes. i. Concferning Beauty, Or- 
der^ Harmony, Defign. a* Cohcenun2 Moral QooA and 
£yiL By 'Ertmm irndtefgn. The Third Edition Correaed. 

An Eflay on the Nature and Gondii^ of the PaHions and 
Affedions. Vidi Ulttftnidonson the Moral Seafe. j^ the 
fame Author, 
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